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construction of a privare dwelling on lond adiceent to Hermitage farm, Wishaw,
West Midlands (NGR SP 167 043) The site was next to the medived moated vite aof
Hermitage Farm (SMR 02231) within o field systerm of possible Roman origin (SMR
20511). Fieldwalking had recovered guaniifiey of medieval and Roman pottery.
However, no archacological features or deposits were identified during the watching
brief, although a sherd of 1Hth to 13th century pottery was recovered from the topsoil
strip,

Iantroduction

This report outlines the results of a watching brief carried out during the topsoil strip
and excavation of foundation trenches for the construction of a private dwelling on
land adjacent to Hermitage Farm, Wishaw, Suttonn Coldficld (NGR 8P 167 943), It
was undertaken to fulfil the archacological conditions of Planning Application
NAOSHIVFUL and in accordance with a brief (Appendix 1) prepared by the
Birmingham City Planning Archacologist. The work was commissioned by Andrew
Cotterill, Agricultural Contractor & Plant Hire, and was undertaken by Birmingham
University I'ield Archacology Unit on 22nd and 29th March 2000, The work was
carrtcd out in accordance with a written scheme of Investigation prepared by
Birmingbham University Ficld Archazology Unit (Appendix 2).

Archaeologivsl Backgrovnd (Fig 1)

The development site 1s approximately 7em East of Sutten Coldfield and just to the
north of Bull’s Lane and 1o the west of Grove Lane. It 1s direcly south-west of
Hernmilage Faro itself and lecated on land formerly used for arable farming. The local
geology 18 Mercia Mudstone. The height of the site is between 100 and 110m A.O.D.

Hermitage Farm is 2 known medieval moated stle (SMR 02251) with possible origing
in the 13th and 14th centuries A.D. The southemn arm ol the moat rematns water tilled
ard 1as been enlarged to fornmy a pond. The northorn and western arms of the moat are
dry and largely backfilled. No trace of the eastern arm exists. The farnthouse has been
altered af various times but largely dates to the 19th century.
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the topsell strip of the development gite n d approvimately 30m by 25m and

was approximately roctangular in shape \f‘lfh an average depth of 0.3m overburden,
The 10}'}:;011 was directly above the red clay ilﬂtl‘!r?ﬁ.i subsoil borizon, A chard of
medicval poltery was recoverad from the topsoil {see below),
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BIRKINGHANR CITY COUNCIL
DEPARTHENT OF FLANNING AND ARCHITECTURE

Hormitage Form, GrovaLans, Sutton Coldfield(SP 187842)
Briof for amham!@gw&w@&gwaﬁ@s @md mmnémg during aﬁewmg’smen

a cemﬁaki@n of ?lﬂ”“m&i 3mi$miun

1.8ummary SRR

Davelopment at H&rm:fsge Farm may expc:s@ am:! msfurb be!ow-grauna
archasological remsing;including This brief is for archaeciogical observation and
recording of an 1y amﬁ&sofog:ca! fQﬁaﬁfeu ex;:msed by the development

2.8ite tocation and d%gﬂp‘mn |
The site lies on the northsids of Euiiﬁ; Lane and west of Herm:tage Fam. ltis -
currently agncuiiurai i&n;

3.Planning baa‘:kgmund ) o
Application no. NO0850/9 %FUL is. fcar the mnstmction of a new dwelling, The
site lies within an area of paiammi grohaaological imgorance, next to a medieval
moated site, within. & hist toric fisld system and in an area where Roman and
medieval pottery has be@r}fc}urxd in fieldwalking. Planning permission has
therefore been granted on'condition that archaeological obssrvation and
record‘ng be carried ou! dunng davaiﬂpmen “atthe applicant's expanse.
d Emstmg mcha&ﬁlﬁgmai mforma%mn .
The site adjoins a moated site at Hermitage Farm’ (&;MR {12251} and lies al the
pastern end of a regular field syatem(SMR 20511) which may be Roman in
origin. it is on the edge ofthe medioval hamiet of Over Green. Assarting is
documentad here in the migdle.of the 13" century. Fieldwalking in fields to the
west and north of Hermitaga Farm has yieldad large quantities of mediaval
poltery and sthaller quantities of Roman potiery and worked flint which form
significant focal cancentrations(SMR ZDO‘M BMR 20208, SMR 20565, SMR
20575} These imply the ﬁf Dn& er more of the following o or adjacent
{ the dovoloPmont site. '

~med:eval buildings or other structures assoc ateci \mth the moated site or
pelonging i e hamigt of Qver Green '

deposition of g, o
RBoman satti@mens

,p{ahiﬁtﬂ'i & %ﬁieme: t

sdigva! sotlement g the mmoalad sis

5. Raquzrsm@ﬁm f@r WQrk

The developient sitg may wmam be!@w-g}mund srchanoiogioat remams of
pretustoric, RoMan or madiaval pettisment: which:would be affected by the
proposed developmant in accordance with Policy 8.36 of the Council's Umiary
Development Pian ang, govamment adv;ce in F’iannma Policy Guidance Nuote



1R, Archaeology and Plenning, srchaenlngical ohservation and recording 1s
required during develvpment.

8.5tages of work .

An appropriately skilled and quahfmd archaeologist is to be on site to observe all
groundworks for the development, including topsoil stripping, foundation
trenches, access and services. Any archaeological featuras exposad are to be
recorded by written description, drawing and photegraphy. No archaegological
excavation is to be underakan other than cleaning sxposad deposits for better
definition. Adequats time is to be aliowed for chservation and recording to {ake
place. Finds are (o be retfieved as they are revealed during groundworks of
cleaning. Finds are to be ¢legnad, marked and bagged and any remedial
conservation work undertaken.” |

7.8taffing

The archaeological observanon and recording is to be carried aut in accordance
with tha Coda of Conduct,’Standards, Guidalines and practices of the Institute of
Fiald Archaeolognsls and &ll staff.are to be suitably qualified and experiencad
for their rolas in the project. It is recommended that the project be under the

direct supsrvision of a Mamber nr Assmciata Mamber of the Institute of Field
Archaeoioglsts S o

8.Written Scheme of Inveatlgaﬂon :
Potential contractors should present a Wrmen Scheme of investigation which

-details methods and staffing. 1t is recommended that the proposal be submitted

to the City Council's Planning Archaeologist bafore a contractor is
commzssaoned to ensure xhat'-lt_'maeis the requnements of th:s brief.

8.Monitoring T '

The archasological obsemanun and recording must be carriad cut to the
salistaction of the Liirector &f Planning and Architecture, Birmingham City
Councii, and will be monitored on his behalf by the Planning Archaeclogist.

10. Rapanlng

Tha results of the érohaeolog:cai observatioh and racording ar o 10 be presented

as a wrilten repor, containg ;g apprupl T nm&u Eluu! 15, A Copy must be sent o
the Planning Archaeoiogzst

11.Archive deposition -

The written, drawn and. ;motographac records of the archaeologicai vbservation
and recording, together with any finds, must be deposited with an appropriate

repository within @ reasanable time of complet:on foliowing consultation with the

Planning Archassiogist,

12.Publication



Tha written report will become publicly accessible as parnt of the Birmingham
Sites and Monuments Record; within six manths of complation. The contractor
must submit a short summary repor for inclusion in West Midlands Archaeclogy
and approprigte period joumala

DIRECTOR OF PLANN!NG'AND ARCHITECTURE

BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL

Date prepared 3 June 1980 :

Planning Archaeclogist; Dr. Mschaei Hcdder 0121«303 3161 fax 0121-303 3193
mike hoddar@blrmmgham gﬂv uk

Birmingham Gity Councii::

Baskerville House

Broad Street

Birmingham B 2NA

harm_doc
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Hermitage Farm, Grove Lane,

Wishaw, Sutton Coldfield,

Written Scheame of Investigation for an Archasological Watching Brief

1.0 Introduction

This document outlines the programme of work required to undertake a watching bricf
al the above site. 1t forms a written scheme of investigation required as part of the
planning permission {planning application N/00950/99/FUL} granted by the
Department of Planning and Architecture, Birmingham City Council. Any variation
in the scope of work would be agreed with Dr. Mike Hodder, Planning Archacologist
for Birmingham City Council, before implementation.

The work will be carrted out during the topsoil strip and excavation of the foundation
trenches associated with the development of a private dwelling

2.0 Aims

The archaeological watching briet is intended to provide a record of any
archacological deposits or features which might be present below the modern ground
surface, and to provide an understanding of the history and the significance of the
archaeology of the site as a whole.

These aims will be achieved through a progranime of archaeological monitoring visits
to the site during contractors below-ground works.

3.0 The Stec

The site is approximately 7km east of Sutton Coldiield and just to the north of Bull’s
Lane and to the west of Grove Lane. [t lies directly south-west of Hermitage Farnmn, on

land formerty used for arable Tarming,

Hermitage Farmm s 2 known medieval moated site (SMR 02251) with posstble origing
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frzld waltkmg moadjacent fielids has dentmed scatters of pottery, both Koman and
medieval, along with {lints ol prehistoric origin (SMR 2001120208, 20565, 20573).
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4.0 Archacological Watching Brief



4.1 Auns
Hhe objectives of the archacotogical watching brict will be o montor ali below.
ground works, imchuding tonsol sinpping, downeusting of exisiing levels, foundation

J‘ld service frenches, and to record the location, extent, date, character, condition,
mificavees and gquslioy of auy surviving archaccicgicul remainy atfected by the

de. velopmeni worky.

4.2: Method

All groundworks will be monitored by a qualified archaeologist.  This will be
complemented by salvage recording of any archaeological deposits and features
revealed by contractors groundworks, All artefacts will he recovered and recorded,

5.0: Staffing

The tieldwork will be monitored for BUFAU by Steve Litherland (Project Officer,
BUFAL).

Specialist staff will be, where appropriate:

Lynne Bevan - Flint artetacts and small finds,

Lisa Mofleti - charred plant remains.

Umberto Albarella, Birmingham Environmental Laboratory - anima! bone.
Dr James Greig - pollen and plant macro-fossiis.

Dr David Smith - micro-fauna.

Dr Susan Limbrey - soils,

Dr Ann Woodward - prelnsioric ceramics.

Annetie Hancocks - Romano-British ceramics.

Stephanie Ratkai - medievql and P031~nledie\-fa'-11 potlery,

6.0: Report

The results of the archacologieal hieldwork will be described in an illustrated report,

which will contain the {ollowing:

{a) Description of the archacological background.

(by Method.

(¢} A narrative deseription of the resulis and discussion ol the evidence, sel in their
local and regional contexi. supported by appropriate plans and sections.

{d) Surmnary of the finds and environmental C\’ldt‘ﬂCﬁ
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7.0 Archive



The site archive will be prevared acconding 1o the guidelines sel down o Appendix 3
o the IViangemont of Arcnacology Prolgcts,

Ak Timetable

An archacologioal watching priel will be muniniained thronghout below-ground waorks,
A precise tmeiable (9 not avaiiabic at present.

9.0: General

All project statt will adhere w6 the Code of Conduct of the Institute of Field
Archacologists.

The project will foilow the requirements set down in the Standard and Guidance for
Archaeclogical Watching Briels {Insiitute of Field Archaeologists 1994).

A detailed Risk Assessment will be prepared prior to the commencement of
fieldwork.

Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit,
21st March 2000,



