Trial Trenching at
Sidenhales Moated Site,
Blythe Valley Park,
Hockley Heath
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i hre VEQUS exeaviation.

soif, g {J!mb!y relaging to the
veiion of the sive, preduted the cxcevation of the mowr. A
smatler ditck, contenporary with e moat, was probably constructed in the I3
cendieey. This was fosnd 0 cid an egrlior Jeaiure, probedly a pil. Ridge amnd
Furvow, o an east-west axis, was visible overlying the buried s0i.  Ridge and
Jurrow way identified elsewliere on the site as divectly overlying the watvral sub-
soils; thix was masfied by g move modern ploucls soll.
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2.0 imtroduastion

This report describes the results of tnal tenching at Sidenbales Moated Site (8MR
30563, Blythe Valley Park, Hockley Heath (NGR 58 [375 7500, Fipg. 1), hereinafier
referred to ag the site. Birmingham University Field Archacology Unit (BUFAUY
wmidertook the work reported upon here it March 2000, on behalf of John Samuels
Archacological Consultants for ProLogms Develommnents Lid.

In acgordance w’i'-.h the guidelines lawd down in Plenmme Policy Guidance Note 16
(DoE 199, 2 recommendation for o programme of acchacologieal work to

cCOmipEay & major redevelopnment staeme of 1and witlie the Slythe Valley was nade

by the SMI Oifeor for the West Midiande,

the lavout of the proposed development was revised after the mibal excavahions,
resulisny, e cirage fro Olies (0 a Letsure Unid, on oo © die souti-west and e
norte-enst r}i* the moat. These areas were outside those previously tarpeted and it was
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e Food piin o6 both sides of the
Pursworiin-Acden that was divided

; i.iuis v, é;i;::, Fiver i fovmisg e boundary with
south and Monkspath manor 1o the north, A second moated
(SR 3059, hes st Thm w the north-cast (s sile 15 8iso
within Hire sropossd doveopment arenj. A third site, The Mount Moated Enclosure
i 3065) i o
afait,
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L25km to the vorth on the opposide side of the Blyihe Hood
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Ceuner Marl with pockets of boulder clay and
b othe ared seews 0 be well
5 for e construcion of wol maoeats, and where they do
survive wodwy they remain larpcly waterfilied or marshy despite major chunges i land
drainage over the ve
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The area tarpeied 1or thial reneking is located o the south-west of the moat propa

(Fi.g_,. 2y, Iuher dotale sbout the site, mcloding
evudence, can be found o Nichol 1899, pl-4.

scussion of the cartographic
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The prmary am he tal freaclung was o establish the presence or absence of
archacologicat da:'v}‘r;n*‘- Secondly, should arche "*(}!()ﬂ'v b i*-tseut, to determine the
location, extent, date, and character ol the deposite, and o assess the significance and
quality oi the remaies. Fhe overal! ab of the project was to produce evidence which
would  provide the boeis for possible nougation  strudepies within the  futwe
developinail,
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e wench was made oftor consullubion wilh o dis Connty

in Frenches 104 and 5 the notural subsoil (40023 was overisin by ridge und farrow
{4001), c.{;-,_-.": iy asinaun depth, on 2 aorth-south alignment. A more modera plough
sorl (40007, .0 25m deey, had buili up over the top o'i' the ndpee and furrow. Thie
;}lﬂ}ug*;"; ol contgned poilery dating to the lade-17%carly - !‘“h and 19%-canturies,
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Trench 2 owas Ef:,--'*“-r feld boundary 10 the south of the site,

v .0.2m ol topsor] (4000} was
m-s;caai_ pver much of e wenel  This layer produced
fragments of 187 cartury coarseware paitery and brelk AL e southein end of the
trench an attempt had been made 1o build up the groand level, and Increase drainage,
by i dump of 18 eenmury clamped-bricks (4007, No datab if— evidence was racovered
from the duren of bricks, and, given that there were 135 -camury brick siruciures on
the site untyl seeentdy (Nicho! 1999, Appendix 1), it is tupossible 16 say when these
bricks were depasited. An animal burrow was exeavided at the castern end of the
trench.
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french 3 (Fige 3 and 4) was located to the west of the 1999 Area A excavation,
roughly parailef with the western bautk, A grey sandy-silt, wdentified as a buried soi
féE'fJOﬁl) was excavaizd al the northern end of the trench: it conlained frapments of
medie ’di ulc A sraipit-stded, tht-bottomed cut { l'a}{}u} contaimng pottery dating to
3!1:: 3™ 14™ cenies was situated against the castern bautk,  Due w the edge of
crcavution this teature coudd not be {ully invcslagaicd; 1 was also lruncated W tae
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the  conlinus cxeavated i Aved Al
wwed  the diteh 1o be contemporary  with  the maoat

aiso appenred 0 bave banks, but these were notl spparent
: . v o the moat the area of lang
between the moalt and lhe ditch reverted 1o agpicnliure, resudling o further
development o ridge and furrow (4601
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s known fom previous excavation and yoag v Sidenhales Famm has 2 loag

and cantinuous history of ocenpation from the 13" century onwards. 1t is uncertain
o onginstly seule ti the site, bul by 1317 the de Sidenficde family (VCH Warw. Vol
‘(9"}9, L6V} were ., evidenee for is the early waler
manspement of he ste - e excavalion of the mout 4.';‘14:1 3 dich construcied o drain
e land snoush [or I 1o be both habitablie and workable. The Hat-bottomed profile of
1 suggests thal i owas also parl of the waior managentent systern on the site;
1t Ty !s:w Pt fndo o lent or leedor runming o ihe SOUEH-HEST COTHEY of the moat
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It can be assumced that the orimnal house was situated on e moat platiorm itself, with
the occupants farming e surrounding ares and breeding fish, either in the moat itself
or i the spur off the moat, to coll in the jocal mackets. However, the overail plan of
this carly ocoupahon remains tantalisinely out of reach and the site, as excavated,
merely albudes 0 tgs early period. However, there yomains potential for turther
nvestaation should any development be undertaken oo the moat platforny 1iself

There is very little evidence concerntng the carly period of oeeapation. The presence
ai dile in the eorhiest buried soil atiesis w g buitlding of some importance; nomally
butldings of thar dote would have beers thatehed. Comnuiidive evidence s found at
shere excavahon of the
$ af mid 13" -century date. The
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