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Recent Avehiaenlagical Investigation of Land off Sawtord Road, Oakham,
Futland: An interim Sfstement

Susmpnuery

Focavalion revealed a sevies of fron Age/Romano-British enclosures unid associated
features lecated along the southiern hank of the stream that forms the northern
extent of the site. Archaevlogical deposits survived largely at the bottom of the
valley stope where they were protected from later truncation by ploughing hy a
build up of celluvinm/ulluvium, c. Im-thick in places. Further up the 1l slope only
the most suhstantinl features had survived,

The evidence would suggest that flash floods occurred during occupation of the
site, necessitating the re-cutting of eaves drip gullies and other more shallow
features. Drainage was of obvious importance, as attested by a complex of ditches,
orientated north-south, which would have originally drained inte the stream.

Intraduction

This report outlines the results of trial trenching and open arca excavation on land to
the east ol the town of Oakham, Rutland, ¢ the north of Stamford Road {(centred on
NGR SKB69086. Figure 1).  The work was commssioned by Jobn Samuels
Archaeological Consultants on hehalt of David Wilson Estales and was undertaken in
April-June 2000, A stream formed the northern houndary of the site and work was
tocuscd on the southern slope of the small strean valicy,

An area excavation (of 2277 sq. m in total) followed extensive evaluation of the site,
which included a desk-based assessment (JSC368/98/02), a peophyvsical survey (Snee,
1999), and a programme of trial trenching. Previous excavation in the vicinity of the
site was undertaken in 1996-7 (Ells, Hewson, and White, 19973,

The Dvaiuation

Following a deskiop assassment and geophysical survey a folal of eight renches wag
excavated as part of the programme of trial trenching, with four extra trenches being
excavated al the request of the County Archaeological Oltficer.  Archaeological
deposits occurred 1o the trenches conceatrated in the northwest corner of the field.
Individual trench deseriptions are not reproduced in this report. altheugh they are held
i the evaiuation archive (Accession Number A10.2000). Those trenches containing
archacological fealures were, with the exceplion of Trench 6, subsumed within the

arca oveavanes and thus mothis renort have heen contlatad with the overal) rosulls of

that work Al Fads Omam the evaivanon annear i the mahies o this nresent ronorr



Fosolls of Ares Wxeavadian ¢F

The folowlng resaits at
dating ol the pottery Augraphic sequence on the site. They are bagsed on
those used in the provious oxveavation (Dl Howaon and White 1997, 2 ). Summary
of the finds andd the spot dating tables appear at the end of this repart, (Appendices 1,
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Phasing

Period | Middle Tron Age

Perind Lare Iron Age - [ransitional
Peariod 5 U Century AD _

Period 4 Late 1™ century (o 2™ century
Period 3 Post-Raman

Period - Middle Iron Age

This period was characterised by an oval pit (F102) and several small linear gullies
with U-shaped proliles (F139, F149, FI39. F163). A curvilinear featurc (F119),
possibly the eaves drip gully of a round house. located in the north-westerny comer of
the site, was recut twice (F120. FI121). The remaining sections of a second round
house gully (F108, F113 ane r181) directly o the east did not produce any datablc
finds. Features of this datc were heavily truncated by Period 2 features. As a result ol
this 1t has not been possible to create an overall picture of the settleraent during this
period,

Period 2 Late Iron Ave  Transitional

A substantial ditch (FHOY. F115, FI123) FI132, F18K), orentated north-south, had, in
some seclions, been recut and reahgned (F105, Fi16, F137, ['143). The number of
recuts reflecis how quickly the ditches silted up — probably duc to a combination of
hill wash and [ash-Tlooding ol the stream. A second large ditch (FI87) on a
northwest-southeast alignment was picked up in several of the trial tfrenches located
further up the hill slope. This ditch may represent the continuation of a pit alipnment
located in the north-west comner of the field and may have formed the southern
boundary of the settlement. At its intersection with F188 the ditches were filled by
the same sertes of clav-rich silt deposits, sugresting that they were conlemporary,
although no datable arelacts were recovered.

Aoseries of spaall palbes (FI UL FIES FU/S FLEQ, K191 jand pus (F106, 125, F126,
j }/‘?\ f"]\_}\ r‘i[‘i P.‘f\ﬁr‘_ & 1;’} }_. [ lbicicu H! t}lt.‘ luil"LEJ WIORT o0y t)i the s |‘1‘1u}-'
reneesent the settioment focus. A harar deposit located 2t several noins alonp the
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1 of the carly enciosig dieh sugeests the dumping of domestie or indusin:

nﬂ'a,}'!’, T {‘he 20T {,1 \}-lp r-n-u n

[

e LULD' engomay have been ased for \mfc-ui\ The diteh had rounded terminals at the

erlrance {r 535, P73 was U-shaped i profide and .0 2m deep. A small curviimear



£t thf gi. i,;\_-- was it t;
o 145 wide and clm det‘-p that Iul}o wed
Late [rom Age ditches, A simall E:t‘.’l'ﬂl?]”ﬂ.-51fi$ i it mli 'Ia. b_ :

Roman matenal, was located swithin this new ¢ncloswic,
Period 4. Lote 17 Cenhry CCentry 4D

b

crind §oditedh (P14, P27, F133, V179 was recut during (his pe‘*riod by a
mors «:haiioxr-\-' gully (F104 F 157, F186, F193) with a bowl shaped profile. It followed

the nner 'In af the “nclm] »kitt h andd returned weash at the southern end of the former

Period 5. Pon-Koman

st thar had
furrow e

Kiatet ium REL

Medieval

ated ar

{urm from dating [rorn Periods -4 were.

Quantitics of res;édua; Roman materia 1 supgest tuncation and & general mixing of
deposits in this period. Two smal] pus (F128, F197) in the north-west corner of the
site also contained post-medieval potiery.

Discussivn

Diseussion of the results will be presemed v
finds and environmenial material from the site, o the Post-Freavahion Assessment
Report which s currently tn preparation.

il along with an assessment of the
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APPENDEX 1

Sumrary o finds

Pottery

Prehistoric B 519
Roman 36
Medieval 4

| Post-medieval 23

. Total 5 (302

 Fired clay/daub 123

I Animal bone [ 444g

Clay pine } TS ]
Coins

Tron

Copper Alloy
brooch

| Tt Lo fad

Lead

Slag

Flint

Other sione
Charcoal

| Miscellaneous
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