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Archaeologist, Leicestershirc Museums Arts and Records Service and adheres to a brief
prepared by BUFAU (BUFAU 2001).

The site archive is currently held at BUFAU and will be deposited with the appropriate
repository within a reasonable period of time after completion of the evaluation, subject
to approval from the landowner.

3.0 Site location and description

The site is located off Hollycroft Crescent about 1km to the northwest of Hinckley town
centre in the southwest of Leicestershire (SP 422 945, Fig. 1). The site (Fig.2) is irregular
in shape, bordered by Hollycroft Crescent to the southwest, residential development and -
ailotments to the west, and residential development to the north and east. It is situated on
an area of high ground. The highest point on the sitc is 121m AOD sloping down to the
south to 114m AOD.

The solid geology comprises of Triassic rocks concealed by drift deposits, including
‘Polesworth and Bromsgrove Sandstone formations, and Mercia Mudstone. The glacial
drift comprises clays, sand and gravels. The post-glacial drift includes First River Terrace
~deposits and alluvium. The river terrace deposits comprise clayey gravel with flint and
Bunter quartzit_e_pebbles (British Geological Survey 1990). : '

- 4 0 Archaeologlcal and hlstorlcal background

| The desk—based assessment (Watt 2001) carrled out pI‘lOl‘ t0 the to the evalua‘uon gwes :
‘the detailed archaeological and historical background and only a summary is provided.

" here. No evidence of prehistoric activity was found within the site itself. The assessment .

found that ihe site. lies within a landscape rich in prehistoric activity, including many =

“finds of- Palaeollthlc, Mesolithic, Neolithic and Bronze Age date and, togéther with its. B

o _location on topographically and geologlcally favourable. ground it was considered that, |

' '_;.__although parts. of the site have been. dlsturbed, the potenual for thc ex1stence of buned '
remams of thlS date was relamely hlgh ' : _ et L

'_‘_The sm.. is-on an area of hxgh ground, and thls topographxcal advantage, together w1th 1ts -_;;.: f'f_: :: e
.7 geology . of sand and. gravel makes it similar. to other local areas; particularly.to the: southi_f_ S
0 and.west) where ewdence of - Palaeoht.‘mc actmty ‘has been discovered. The gravel . -

' ""'_I_--':.'contams ﬂmt : makmg 1t rlch in materlal for the manufacture of 1mplements.1n prehlstorlcl_"_ R



An archaeological evaluation south of Coventry Road, just over 2Zkm southwest of the site
(Thomas 1999) found inter-cutting linear ditches and gullies and some possible pits
(SMR 498W BYV). Although no firm structural evidence was uncovered, many of the
features contained charcoal and burnt stones, and the finds indicated a activity ranging
from the Late Bronze Age through the Iron Age and into the early Romano-British
period. Another evaluation, about 0.5km to the north of this site (SMR 498W BW) found
more gullies, postholes, and pits. Although the few finds were not dateable the proximity
of this site to the evaluation site south of Coventry Road, (SMR 49SW BV) may indicate
a similar occupation range. 1.5 km southeast of the site, in Burbage, a Middle Bronze
Age side-looped spearhead and a Polden Hill-type pre-Flavian Romano-British brooch
werc found by Underwood and Conner (SMR 49SW X). About 0.9km to the southeast of
the site, a possible Late Bronze Age copper alloy loop was found (SMR 49SW BC).

Miscellaneous finds from the Romano-British period have been discovered in Hinckley.
These included: a coin hoard, 2.3km to the southwest of the site (SMR 49SW AG), two
Roman coins (SMR 49SW AP) less than 1km to the south of the site and Roman pottery,
tile fragments, tesserae, and a fragment of a flat quern were found further to the east near
Park House (SMR 49SW U). Watling Strect (SMR 498W Y) runs from northwest fo

: SOUlhedbl along the southwestern edge of the present town.

The Anglo-Saxon period is represented by the find of two spearheads and a shield boss

- (SMR 498W AQ) near Watling Street. The site lies outside the medieval historic core of
‘Hinckley (SMR 49SW BH) and may have becn part of the open fields in the medieval

period. In the poet-med1eva1 period farming gave way to industry in the form of stocking-
knitting. There is no evidence for any structures on the site until the 19™ -century when

E ] _ the First Edition Ordnance Survcy map of 1887 depicts Hollycroft House on the sitc, 1 his
p appears to be of similar form to the current M anor Puhhc Houqe bulldmg :

B .’:I"he'aifni's' o"f.'the arehaeologicalevaluation were te‘ .'

- ..:estabhsh the hkely preqence or absence of any archaeologleal deposﬂs and features L o
. within the proposed developmcnt site. : o S

-define the nature, extent and significance. of survwmg dep051ls and features

.ﬁ_":-The 'ex1stmg ..bulldmgs on the 51te mcludmg the Pubhc House and 115 assomated_ |
i outbulldmgs ‘were ‘the ‘subject of a rapid assessment -and’ descrlptxon by a: “buildings
-spemahst' in order to. 1dem1fy whether these buﬂdlngs would merlt ﬁxrther, more detaﬂe_

. _'.=_pr0V1cie ‘information . to -allew - the- formulation. of a. mmgatlon scheme, poaeibly
L mvolvmg further excavauon and recordmg m advance of development 1f appropnate C



B rctamcd by mdxwduai Lontcxt

6.4 Method

The aims of the evaluation were achieved through the excavation of three archaeological
trial-trenches and nine hand-dug test-pits. The trench and test-pit layout was be agreed in
advance with the client and with the Planning Archacologist, LMARS. The ground
investigation undertaken by Geotechnical Developments (UK) Ltd in 2001 was consulted
when deciding upon the location of the trenches. The standing buildings on the site,
including the Public House and its associated outbuildings were subject fo a rapid
assessment and description (section 9.0, below) by a buildings specialist in order to
identify whether these buildings would merit further, more detailed, recording.

The trial-trenches (Tr.10-12) were each 15m x 1.6m wide. One was located in the
overgrown rear garden of the Public House and the other two werce situated in a car park
area. The trenches were mechanically opened using a JCB 3CX excavator fitted with a
toothless ditching bucket and operaling under constant archacological supervision.
Modemn overburden was removed to the depth at which archaeological features first
appeared or, were archaeological features were not present, to the depth of the top of
natural subsoil. Subscquent cleaning and sample excavation was carried out by hand.

‘Nine test pits (Tp1-9) were excavated in the grassed, landscaped front garden area of the
‘Public House and werc laid out on a 15m grid. The test pits were 1m square and were
~ dug by hand to the depth at which natural the patural subsoil was revealed All the spoﬁ
from the test pits was hand-sieved in order to recover any artefacts present. The main
purpose of the test pits was to test the potential for recovery of worked flint, mainly
. dating from the Palaeolithic and Mesolithic periods, which may have been contamed '
~within the topsoxl Ail ﬁnds recovered from the test plls were retamed '

Ali archaeologlcal dﬂposnb and features were sample excavatcd by hand Al deposns : h
‘encountered were described fully on individual pro-forma context and feature recording -

cards. A drawn record: was made of all featurec; at scales of 1:50, 1:20or 1:10in plan

.~ and 1:20 or 1:10 in section and proﬁkc, as approprldte 'All trench scctions were drawn.

" even where no archaeological features or deposits were recorded. A full monochrome . .
~ ‘print and colour slide photograp}uc record was - mamtamed throughout Fmdb were_-' AR,

- _Th 3 btandmg bu11d1ngs assessment 'was .based on _m‘semal and cxternal wsual lnbprLIOI} e




natural subsoil (1001) was cut by a linear ditch or trench (F1) at least 0.60m wide and
0.35 decp with stecp sides and a flai base, aligned northeast-southwest. 1t was filled with
a reddish brown silty sand (1002) containing sherds of modern pottery. In all of the test
pits the natural subsoil was sealed by topsoil (1000, 2000, 3000, 4000, 5000, 60600, 7000,
8000 and 9000), which was shallower in test pits 7-9, close to the boundary with
Hollycroft Cresent. Worked flint was recovered from the topsoil in test pits 2, 3, 5, 6, and
8. Sherds of medieval potiery were found in test pits 5 and 6. Post-medieval finds were
recovered from all of the test pits. No archacological features were visible in the test pits
except for the modern ditch or trench F1, in test pit 1.

7.2 Trial-trenches (Fig.2}
Trench 10 (Fig. 4)

This trench was aligned northwest-southeast and was 15m x 1.6m. The natural subsoil
{10007y was a red-brown sandy clay, 0.75-1.05m below the present ground surface,
deepest at the northwest end of the trench. This was sealed by a brown silty sand
{10006), 0.50-0.95m deep, deepest at the northwest end of the trench. Layer 10006 was
cut by a construction trench (F2) for a right-angied wall, extending beyond the Trial-
© trench, forming the southwest and northwest sides of a structure of probable 19" century
date, The wall was composed of red bricks (10004) measuring 0.225 x 0.12m x 0.07m
and was a single brick length wide and was at least 0.85m high. Inside the structure was a
layer of brick rubble (10003), at least 0.25m deep. Wail F2 had a drain (F3) made of

. ceramic pipe sections (10005), inserted into the northwest side of the wall, and which.

‘tested on top of layer 10003.. Within the structure, fayer 10003 and drain F3 were sealed
- by alayer of brown sand (10002) 0.50m deep. This was overlain by a greylsh brown
. sandy siit (10001), 040m deep. Laycrs 10001 and 10006 were sealed by a layer of '
- former topsml (10000), 0.15- (} 40m deep, whxch was overiam by 0 05-0. IOm of gravek

e _'-._'Trench 11 (Flg 5)

S Thls trench was orientated northwest-southeast and was 15m X 1 6m _The natural subsoﬂ .
¢ 1003) was a red-brown sand, 0.45-0.52m below the present car. park sirface. Thiswas: .

. cutby two features, At the northwest end of the trench was ‘a shallow linear ditch (F4),
' -0.90m wide and 0. llm deep, w1th_stecpiy sloping sides-and-a narrow rounded base: -+ 7 o
aligned.: north-south. ‘It ‘was filled ‘with ‘a’ reddish brown silty sand (1 1004) whlch:;' e
-ontained a sherd of post-med;eval pottery-and fragments of tile /At the southcagt'end of .
the trénch was a thch (FS), 1. 26m w;dé and 0 19111 deep, w1th gently slopmg sides. a_nd a’




Trench 12 (Fig. 5)

The trench was aligned northeast-southwest and was 15m x 1.6m. The natural subsoil
(12003) was a red-brown sand, 0.57-0.77m below the present car park surface. This was
sealed by a layer of brown silty sand (12002), 0.35-0.55m decp. Layer 12002 was
overlain by a layer of crushed stone (12001), 0.07m deep, and a layer of crushed brick
(12000), 0.15m deep. This was capped by 0.10m of tarmac. No archacological features
were visible and no finds were recovered.

8.0 The finds (by Lynne Bevan)
8.1 Flint

The prehistoric flint assemblage was small and generally chronologically undiagnostic,
comprising only two cores and 23 flakes from the test pits. The quantification of finds by
test pit and trench is shown below (Table 1). A further three flakes and a retouched blade
fragment were residual and recovered from post-medicval contexis in trench 11. The
retouched blade fragment and two of the ﬂake'; came from context 11002 and the other
ﬂake from context 11004 . A

Raw material

_ The assembldge was all made ﬁ‘om a coarsc pebblc ﬂmt which probdbly orlgmatcd from
~ local river gravels. It wasof a gcnerally poor quality, ranging from light brown and grey.

" to.adarker grey in colour. The size of the flakes and cores were conditioned by the small.. S

~ size and quality of the raw material. That the cores were ufilised beyond their apparent
". :usefulness 1s suggestwe of resource streqs that good quahty ﬂmt was at a premlum :

_.----I)atmg __ _ - _ o
... The blade fragmenl is probdbly of early Neohthlc ddte in common w:nth thc two smdll
7 multi-platform cores used for'the production of small flakes and bl ades from test pit 6 -
§ -;:.'-_(6000) Neolithic flints are falriy abundant in- the area around Hmckley (Wdlt 2001 5}
- and settlement sites have been identified at Sharnford and Mickle Hill, as well as mlxcd

o ~scatters containing Neolithic flints at the confluence: of: the Rwer Soar and the Soar Brook S

B and the Sapcotez’Aston border'3(Watt 2001 5).-':. i

_';durmg prehlstory, none’ of
-any _mtenslty or, duratton




Tp/Tr.no | Flint Pottery ; Fired | Brick/ | Clay | Bone/ Glass Slag/
Centext Clay | Tile i Pipe Shell Nails
1/1000 ‘9 18 2 |
1/1002 3
22000 3 flakes | 5 | 8 4 B 1 ) 2 (nails)
3/3000 2 flakes | 5 18 1 stem 3 (burnt) § 1 3 (slag) |
/4000 8 1 stem
5/5000 11 37* 3 43 1 stem 4bone/ | 7 1 {slag)
| flakes | 1 shell
6/6000 2 cores, | 28* 31 | stem 23 14 (slag)
6 flakes
71000 2 2 2 slems 3
/8000 1 flake | ) ) 3
9/9000 1 6 2 stems 5
11/11002 | 1 blade | 1
2 flakes
11711004 [ L flake |1 ! 2
11/11005 1
Tolals: 29 100 13 123 g _ /1 44 1872

. (* -includes 2 sherds of medieval pottery),
- Table 1: Quantification of finds by iest pit and trench
8.2 Pottery
A total of 98 small fragments of pottery were recovered from test-pitting and a further
‘two fragments of pottery from trench 11 (contexts 11004 and 11005). The carliest pottery
-“was medieval in datc comprising part of a flat rim and three body fragments from a total

B of four separate coarse cookmg vessels, two from each of test plts 5 and 6.

The remai nder of the pottery was post—medrevai in date The assemblage 1ne1uded

.. '. 'roughly e ual quantities of white wares of 18™-19™ century date and brown glazed wares S

o of 17119

‘century date, amounting to nearty 40% of the collection. ‘Two sherds of blue. .~

. and white pattemed china of c. 18m 19" century date came from test pit 1 (1000) anda

" yellow-glazed sherd of ¢.18™ century date from test pit 6. The remainder of the. eoliecﬂo_n o

L - consisted of assorted oxidised ‘terracotta’ fragments, the majorlty of whrch appear to-
L --:have ongrnated from plant pots partlcularly in test p1ts 4 and S ' : -

L :.only broadly datable sherd from-trench 11 (1 1003): The small 51ze of the thin ox1dlsed

B E.A base Ir“agment from a substantlal brown glazed vessel of 1'}' 18“1 century ddte was the _ S

sherd ﬁem context 11004 precluded: 1dent1ficatlon beyond a general post—medleval date

Were recoy red trom the test ptts comprlsmg nine.
gments 1m.a: browi glass ‘pharmaceutical bottle, §ix
ttle glass; .14 fragments of assorted clear glass of -
_en._-appearance With the

ottle whlch is of 1 8Ih 19th century datez(tes

A total of 44 fragments of g _
fragments of window glass 1
- fragments of brown ‘and green by
modern and a fragment of bly




pit 6), the glass is not generally datable but appears to be of relatively recent origin,
particularly thc clear glass fragments, the majority of which are modern.

8.4 Other Finds

Other finds from the test pits included 120 abraded fragments of brick and tile, over a
third of which came from test pit 5. In addition three further fragments of tile were
recovered from trench 11 (11004 x 2 and 11002 x 1). Thirteen fragments of fired clay,
cight fragments from clay pipe stems, two nails and 18 fragments of slag were also
recovered. The majority of slag, 14 picces, came from test pit 6, suggesting that some
form of industrial activity, not necessarily iron-working since the slag did not resemble
smithing slag, was carried out in the vicinity. Seven fragments of undiagnostic animaj
bone, three of which were burnt, and an oyster sheli, were also recovered.

9.0 Standing buildings assessment (by Malcolm Hislop)

. The Manor Public House was on' ginally a large private house, and dates from the second
* half of the 19" century (Watt 2001). It is built in a restrained Gothic style of red brick

(Flemish bond) with painted stone dressings (window lintels and sills, and front door

- ~surround), and has a hlpped roof, composed of alternating bands of plain and fish scale
" pattern clay tiles, and is crowned with crested ridge tiles. The building is roughly L-
'__.'shaped the principal orientation being approximately northeast-southwest, with the main .

-+ enirance front to the southeast. As first built it appears to have compnsed alwo-storcy
"~ main block towards the southwest, and a single storey service range to the northeast. . .
A Whereas the latter was a single. range, “the main house has a depth of two. ranges and . -
o ";':_pro_lects 1o the northwest The variety of roofing shapes and alignments. defics an easir S

. “definition of the plan. Towards the southwest and northwest are, extenswe late 20 R
o ocntury smgle—storey extensmns to. the Publi(. House Lo : :

";The entrance front (Plate i) dxsplaye a dark bnck stepped phnth and a plam dentllledé I
- ‘eaves coursc. The left hand portion of the house is also adorned with a first floor window. .. .
sl string with moulded dentifs; it runs into, and is: terminated by, a square labe] over the -~ .
c -.Gothlc main- doorway This doorway is 51tuated to the leﬁ of centre, and. has a two- - N
“centred :arch’ of two moulded orders. (ogec, -and- concave.and ‘convex quarter found |
7. mouldings) terminating in- pyramid stops. . A leaded . fanhght Wlthll‘l the arch contams.:;f;
L stained. glass with flower and leaf monfs ‘The double doors contain narrow glass panels, . -
i the-small upper lights containing: 19" century stained glass. Projecting from the left-hand -~ -
N .--(southeast) corner of the original house isa cyhndrlcal turret with conical Toof. Between " -
e et and doorway, at ground storcy level is a blocked opening. :Above this blockmg and
i the doorway are a pair of gabled first floor windows that break through'the €aves level; ..o "
e the gables are made of pattemed hnckwork and have plam bargeboards The wmdowsj-;_-_:' S

.and | ansSoms. Rlsmg ﬁ'orﬁ the rldge are three bI'le chunney stacks




A vertical building break at first floor level, in front of the right-hand chimneystack,
suggests that the service biock to the right began as a single-storey building. To the right
of the break, although the roofing paitern matches that of the rest of the house, the
ridgeline is slightly lower than 1o the left. In addition, the bricks are of a lighter hue and
the windows are plainer in character, lacking the roll-moulded surrounds and ovolo-
moulded mullions and transoms that characterise the fenestration of the main house and
the lower storey of the service block. In the northeast clevation (Platc 4) the pitch of the
original gable can be traced in the brickwork. Two inserted ground floor windows
towards the right hand end of the building suggest that the lower storey may have been
remodelled at this period.

The principal features of the southwest front (Plates 2 and 6) visible above the Public
House extensions are a pair of hipped gables: that to the right (east) has a pair of cross
windows bepeath it, that to the left is conical and caps a six-light bow window. The 20™
century extensions in the foreground are dominated to the south by three large canted
bays with clay tile roofs, crested ridge tiles and apex finials. An octagonal cupola or
lantern with lead covered roof and leaded lights containing some stained glass crown the
ridge of the centre one. The roof framcs over thesc bays incorporate jointed and pegged
“king posts, which are probably no later than circa 1850, and the conclusion to be drawn is
~ that these structures and the cupola are re—used items. taken from a now dcmohshed

C .bmldmg or bu11d1ngs

 The mtcnor has been mdsﬂy r'emod_elled, and most original features removed, but one
-room {currently the games room) contains half height wooden panelling with a frieze of . -
. interlacing waves. A timber fireplace surround is flanked by Corinthian inspired columns,

_ '_-._'though the - capltals ‘have mward rather than outward, curling volutes. A decorative _ ';
- plaster- celhng comprises a series of square. panels defined ‘by ‘moulded ribs, each -

- ~containing a square fleuron: The centrc pcmcl is quatrefoﬂ in shape thh doublc ogecf"__. B

T 'arms and contams a central ce111ng Tose.

o '3."d15uscd the - bulldmg appear% 0 have served as stable vehlcle ‘and - servant L
- accommodation.: It is contemporary. w1th the house (second half of the 19th ccntury), and ..

L is built of snmlar materials. The walls are of red brick (Flemish bond), though the front o

. . - elevation has been cement rendcred, and the hlpped clay tlle roof has altematmg bands of o
el plam and ﬁsh scalc tllcs, aﬂd crcstcd ndge tilcs . R

Thc two—blorey bulldmg is- allgned roughly northwest—boutheasl facmg southwest'. R
R "'towards the formier service. yard Attached to.the northcast side are some low single. "+ .
" storey buildings, and at the east end of the southwest front a single storey extension -
_ . projects to the 'southwest. Roughly, in the gentre' of  the southwest' front s a high o
© '’segmental- ‘headed- doorwa,y with boarded door and blocked overhght which-leads into. . "

~one of two. ground floor rooms. Immcdldtely 1o the left of it is.second, lower, segmental Lo
arched ‘doorway: ‘with boarded door and twenticth ccntury glazed overlight; this gives -~

ccess to, a ﬂlght of sta1rs which lead to the ﬁmt %torey Occupymg-most of the___ left hand_




entrance with steel lintel, probably inserted in the 20" century. The first floor is
emphasised by a dark brick band similar in character to the plinth of the house. At this
level are three irregularly spaced windows, now boarded up.

Inside the southeast room a blocked cntrancc is visible in the north wall. It is immediately
opposite the south door, suggesting that there was originally a through-passage at the
northwest end of this cell. In the southeast comer is a loose box, comprising an iron
frame with boarded sides and door. The ironwork is embossed with the name of the
manufacturer: “Made by Young & Co., Merton Abbey, L.andon SW10.” The box was lit
by one of two segmental-hcaded windows in the east wall. Disturbance in the brickwork
of the north wall, and a slot in the comner post of the loose box, may indicate the former
exisience of a second loose box; this would have been lit to the east by the second
window. The eastern room, then, housed at least one, and possibly two, hackneys. Both
the western room and the first floor were inaccessible at the time of the evaluation, but
the former would have provided aecommodatton for a cabriolel or similar wheeled
vehicle, and the latter for servants. : :

-10.0 Discussion

Evidence for-the earliest activity at the sitc was demonstrated by the finds of flint

- artefacts .comprising: a blade fragment from 11002, Trench 11 and two small muiti-

-platform cores from 6000, test pit 6. These finds are probably of early Neolithic daieand - .- -
~ were used for the production of small flakes and blades. The other flint. artefacts are .
o 'ﬂakes and aIe undlagnostic but may dateto a sumlar penod o : o

S Gwen that the snte lles w1th1n a landscape of rlch pl'ehlStOI‘lC actmty, ev1denced by the R
. -subsiantial number of finds of arlefacts. daung from the. Palaeolithic, ‘Mesolithic:and =~
.. Neolithic periods within the surrounding area these finds are not partlcularly 51gn1ﬁcant R
. Although they do suggest ﬂmtworkmg and other activities were camed out o1 of near the AR T

.-j__:'::::-;_been of any great mtensuy or- partlcularly long- lwed There appears to be a shght_ : RS
. _}':-_-.mcrease n ’the densxty of flint artefacts in the northeast of. the test plt area (Flg 3), - o
S although thls may be cxplatncd by the greater depth of topsoﬂ hcre R 3 '

T No ev1denee of ieatureb or deposns of a prehlswnc ddte, v&l’uch rmghl relate to settlement RN
- or-other activity was found. . R
. -'No features of Anglo-Saxon or medjeva.l date were found The sherds of medleval pottery e
© M recovered from the test pits 5 and 6 was badly abraded and may have béen: deposued asa o0
- result-of the-manuring of open. fields during this period: Ditches F4.and F§ in Trench 11 7 o
T are” of post-medleval date, possibly 17t 18th century, and may. relate 0. agncultural e
R --act' 1tlcs on the 81te, further cv1dcnced by the post—medleval pottcry from the test ptts '

. :.The remams of the bnck structure m Trench 10 are pro'oably Lhe remams of a greenhouse L
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