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Land at Ibstock Quarry, Leicestershire.
An Archaeological Evaluation

1.0 Summary

An archaeological evaluation was carried out at Ibstock Quarry, Leicestershire
{centred on NGR 4260 1050), on land to be used as a clay stock piling area,
adjacent (o the present clay quarry, and along the route of a proposed haul
road leading eastwards jfrom this point to Whitehall Road, Ellistown,
Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit was commissioned by John
Samuels Archaeological Consultants to carry out the fieldwork in November
2001

The trial trenches revealed no cut archaeological features. The remnanis of

medieval ov post medieval plough furrows were encountered in most trenches.

Several abraded sherds of grog-tempered Iron Age poltery were recovered from
- a root hole but were not found in association with any archaeological features.

2.0 Introduction - -

- ‘The following 'rej:ort detajls the results of an cvaluation carried out on land

L -adjoining Ibstock Quarry, Leicestershire in advance of a clay stock piling area - .

-and haul road. The proposed haul road extends eastwards from the clay stock =
‘piling “area towards Whitehill Road, Ellistown (Fig. 2) for a- ‘distance of -

o " approximately 1.1km and at a width of 15m, with 4.5 m of the. strip formmg the. L ;

o . roadway ‘with  passing bays. The route follows: the southern edge of the now_--f L

- dlsmantled Ibstock Colhery Radway

"3."_'-:The evalua‘uon followed on. from a desk based assessment by John Samuels T

o 'Archaeologlcal Consultants (Samue]s 2001). A programme of fieldwalking and .

- ~:geophysical survey carried out'in the vicinity of the evaluatlon site "during . the o

- 1990s proved largely negative (Rosenberg & Samuels.1997). It was conSIdered i S
o unllkely thdt the current site would offer h1gh archaeolo gical potentlal FEEEE

Blmnngham Umversnty Field Archaeology Umt was’ commlsstoned by J'ohn AR

: Samuels Archaeologlcctl Consultants on behalf of Ibstock: Brzck Ltd, to.carry out: )
- - a field evaluation in November 2001. -The. _programme’ of trial’ trenchmg';ﬁ_'-__-”__--'-i:..'___
:comprised the excavation of twenty three trial trenches, twelve located: in. the ] o

R ;_.cIay stock pllmg area and eleven along the route of the haul road (Flg 3)

. '{The archaeolo glcal evaluatlon was conducted in accordance wﬂ:h the Instltute of e

o "Fl_eld Archaeologlsts Standard and Gmdancc for bleld Evaluatlon (IHS““?“? Of .: .'

Erivironment 1990).




3.0 Site Location and Geology

The site ts located to the south of Ellistown and to the northeast of Tbstock
(centred on NGR 4260 1030), to the north of Pretoria Road (Fig 1). The clay
stocking area (Application No. 2001/0929/07) comprises an area of
approximately 16,500m” and the haul road {Application No. 2001/0926/07)
comprises an area of approximately 19,500m’.

Soils at the site are Whimple 3 Association (372f) comprising reddish fine
loamy or silty over clayey soils overlying a geology of drift over permo-triassic
and carboniferous reddish mudstone (SSEW 1983). The site lies at an altitude
between 163m AOD and 156m AQOD.

4.0 Archaeclogical Background

A possible small Roman town (SMR 41.SW.E), with evidence for possible
‘prehistoric and Saxon settlement has been ¢xcavated 1.5km to the northwest of
the clay stocking area. The cropmark of a Roman road (SMR 41.SW.N) leads
in a ‘south-easterly direction from the settlement (Fig. 2), which if projected
- would .cross through the middle of the clay stocking area (Samuels 2001).

~ However, cxtensive inspections which were made of the quarry face in 1997,
' adjacent to the clay stocking area, failed to identify the Roman road thought to ~

- run -across the site or any other - cut :of built. features of archaeologwal
551gmﬁcance (Rosenberg and Samueis 1997). B - '

o .Ev1denee for another Roman set‘tiement (SMR 41 SW T), approxxmateiy 400m' L

" _to the north of the site, was located during’ ﬁeldwalkmg programmes in 1985

- and"1990/91 (Fig.'2),. This, consisted of a total of 43 sherds of Roman pottery SR -
. .and tile along with two. flint' ﬂakes and a- number of late medaeva] sherds RRTI
o '_'___(Rosenberg and Samuels 1997) R R RS

Th':._'earhest reference to Ibstoek Qec_urs m the Domesday Book of AD1086;_-5';_'}_"._




5.0 Aims

The general objectives of the archaeological fieldwork were to define the
survival, nature, extent and significance of any archaeological deposits, so that
appropriate mitigation strategies could be devised. Any mitigation strategy may
mnclude modification of the development to ensure in sity preservation of
archacological remains, or alternatively, preservation by rccord in advance of
development.

6.0 Methodology

Tield evaluation comprised the excavation of twelve trenches in the clay
stocking area and elcven along the route of the haul road. All of the trenches,
apart from Trench 17, were 1.5m in width and 20m in length, and located as a
random sample across both areas (Fig.3). Trench 17 was extended to 50m in
length with the aim of intersecting the pm}eoted line oi the possible Roman
road. _

_Topsoil was removed by a 360 degree tracked excavator fitted with a toothless
ditching bucket in order to expose the uppermost horizon of any significant
- archacological deposits, or the surface of the natural subsoil, as appropriate. ‘A
~ subsoil, below the topsoil, was also removed to check that no archaeological

- features were masked by it. Trenches were cleaned and photographed and any
“anomalies subsequently. excavated by hand.. A full record of al} strahgraphm

sequences, supplemented by. scale cirawmgs was made. Stratigraphy was - |

- recorded using pro forma context and feature record cards. Plans ‘sections and .

s _.'photographs together with recovered artefacts, form the site archlve and are -

. currently stored at Bn‘mmgham Umversxty Fleld Archaeoiogy Umt

o .-'7 0 Archaeologlcal Results

'"':'-":'_--"_::’-Trench 1s 1 Sm X 2{}m onentated west to east (Haul Road) I




land drains packed with brick and tite, which were of probabie nineteenth or
carly twentieth century date, were observed running diagonally across the trench
at regular intervals. The topsoil/plough soil was a dark brown clayey siit
(2001).

No archaeological deposits were encountered.

Trench 3: 1.5m x 20m, orientated west to east (Haul Road)

The natural subsoil consisting of a red/brown clay (3000) was encountered at a
depth of approximately 0.3m. A number of plough scrapes were observed cut
into the subsoil. The topsoil/plough soil was a dark brown clayey silt (3001).
No archaeological deposits were cncountered.

Trench 4; 1.5 x 20m, orientated west to east (Haul Road)

The natural subsoil consisting of a red/brown clay (4000) was encountered at a
depth of approximately 0.3m. A number of plough scrapes were observed cut
iato the subsoil. The topsoil/plough soil was a dark brown clayey silt (4001).

No archaeolo gicai deposits were encountered

) Trench 5: 1. Sm x20m, orientated west to east (Haui Raad)

The natural subsoﬂ con51st111g of a xedf’brown ciay w1th pale greenf'brown: L
-_ motﬂmg (5000) was encountered at a depth of approx_lmately 0. 3m The. o

- topboﬁfplough Sozl was a ddrk brown claycy silt (5001)
N No archaeologlcaj depesm were encountered

___Trench 6 1 Sm X 20m, orzentated west to east (Haul Road)

o :'-__The naturdl subsod conswung of paie brown clay with red and green motthng__:_ - T
SR (6000) ‘was ‘encountered ata depth of apprommatdy 0 3m The topsoﬁ/p}ough__ Sl
-, soil was a__dark brown clayey:sﬂt (6001) L _ :




No archaeological deposits were encountered. The linear aligned north to south
was probably the remains of a plough furrow.

Trench 8: 1.5m x 20m, orientated west to east (I1aul Road)

The natural subsoil, a red/brown clay (8000), was encountered at a depth of
approximately 0.45m. Two linear features measuring, approximately 1.80m in
width, ran north to south and were cut to a depth of 0.09m. They were filled
with material identical to the overlying subsoil (§001). This subsoil was a mid
to light brown very clayey silt (8001) with a depth of approximately 0.15m.
The topsoil/plough soil, approximately 0.3m in depth, was a dark brown clayey
silt (8002).

No archacological deposits were encountered. The linears aligned north to
south were probably the remains of plough furrows.

Trench 9: 1.5m x 20m, orientated west to east (Haul Road)

The natural subsoil, a red/brown clay (9000), was encountcred at a depth of
~-approximately 0.5m. The subsoil was a mid to light brown very clayey silt
(9001) with a depth of approximately 0.2m. The topsoil/plough soﬂ _
approx1mate1y 0.3m in depth, was a d alk brown clayey silt (90{}2)

' No _archaeo]oglcal deposns were encountered. -

- 'Tremh 10 1 ::»m X Z[Im, orlentated west to east (Haul Road)

.' Thc natu:ral Subsm a red/brown clay ( | 0000) was encountered al a depth of e

L ; apprommdtely 0.5m. The. overlymg subsoil was a mid to light brown very .

© clayey silt (10001) with a depth of approximately. 0. 2m. The topsox]/plough S
S 3011 approx1maiely 0.3m in depth wasa dark blown clayey 51It (10002)

e _=_No archaeolo glcal depo s:ts were encountered

o f_-":'i': 'I‘rench 11 l am x 2{}m, orlentated West to east (Haul Road)

m.'ﬁfj_The ndtural subsoxl a redfbrown clay (11000), was encountered at a depth of
appmmmately 0. Sm The overlylng suqul was a mld to hght brown vcr_y-




ran roughly north-west to south-east across the trench. ‘The fill was identical in
appearance to the overlying subsoil which was a mid to light brown very clayey
silt (12001) with a depth of approximately 0.2m. The topsoil/plough soil,
approximately 0.3m in depth, was a dark brown clayey silt (12002).

No archaeological deposits were encountered. The linear running uorth west to
south-cast was probably the remains of a plough furrow.

Trench 13: 1.5m x 20m, orientated north to south (Field 2)

The natural subsoil, a red/brown clay with pale green mottling (13000}, was
encountered at a depth of approximately 0.55m. Two linear features, each
measuring approximately 1.8m in width ran east to west and were cut o a depth
of 0.09m. They were filled with material which was identical in appearance to
the overlying subsoil (13001). A sub-circular feature, measuring approximately
0.3m x 0.25m was located midway along the trench. The overlying subsoil was
a mid to light brown very clayey silt (13001) with a depth of approximately
0.3m. The topsoil/plough soil, approximately 0. 25m in depth, was a dark brown
claycy silt (13002) :

'No drchaeologtcal deposits were encountered. The linear features .alig'ncd cast
- to-west were probably the remains of plough furrows l‘hc sub-circular feature
- was a tree bow]. . S _ -

- Trcnch 14 1 Sm x 20m, orlentated north-west to south—cast (Fleld 2)

: The natural subsoxl a red/brown clay (1 4000) was encountered at a depth of .

approxunately 0.6m. The subsoil was a mid to hght brown very. clayey silt

: {(14001) with a dcpth of approxzmatcly 03m. The topsod/plough SOll S

o apprommately 0. 3m in depth was a, dark brown clayey silt (1 4002)

B _No archaeologcal deposus wore cnoountcred

- -.Trench 15 1 5m X 20m, orlentated north to south (Fleld 2)

"."f.'The natural subsoﬂ a red/b10wn clay (15000) was encountered at a dcpth of O L

" '.;._':_Qapprommately 0 45m “The overlymg subsoil - was a mid to 11ght brown _vcry_’:-_' B o
- clayey silt (15001) with a depthof approxnmately 0 2m The topso1Uploug soil - ¢

wasa.dark. brown clayey sﬂt (15002)

No archaeologlcal' deposns were cncountcred




appeared identical to the overlying subsoil (16001). The subsoil was a mid to
light brown very clayey silt (16001) with a depth of approximately 02m. The
topsoil/plough soil, approximately 0.3m in depth, was a dark brown clayey silt
(16002,

No archaeclogical deposits were encountered. The linear aligned north-west to
south-east was probably the remains of a plough furrow.

Trench 17: 1.5m x 56m, orientated north to south (Field 2)

The natural subsoil, a red brown clay with bands of pale green/yellow mottling
(17000), was encountered at a depth of approximately 0.5m. Two linear
features, both of approximately 1.6m in width, were aligned east to west, one
midway along the trench and the other at its north-eastern end. Excavated
sections showed both to be 0.09m in depth and filled with a material identical to
the overlying subsoil (17001). Three narrow linears were aligned roughly
north-west to south-east in the northern half of the trench. The overlying
-subsoil was a mid to light brown very clayey silt (17001) with a depth of
approximately 0.25m. The topsoil/plough 501} apprommately 0.3m in depth
was a dark brown clayey silt (17002)

'NO. archaeological deposits were encountered. The two linears aligned east to
west were probably the remains of plough furrows. The three lmears aiigned -
- _'_north -west to south east were asseczated with land dramage - '

o lrench 18 1 Sm X 20m, orientated north-west to south-east (Fleld 2}

- ihe natural subsoﬂ a pale yellow clay (18000), was encountcrecl ata depth of |

L _'_approxzmately 0.55m.. A linear feature, measuring approximately 0.8m wide .

*.and 0.10m deep, was visible at the western end of the french. A {urther lmear of | S -
‘similar dimensiotis ‘was located at ‘the eastern. end of the trench. Both ‘were - o
filled with material identical in appearance to the overlying subsoil { 18001) A

B sub-cm.ular feature was. observed at the western end of the trcnch ‘The tealure
'-._'..which was. excavated to a depth of 0; 15m ‘had #n irregular base: and measured:.

_'.':Iron_Age poitery Th_e_ overiymg 5ubsoxl was a mld _to hght brOWn very. clayey

. approximately ‘0.25m.x.0.3m {F1801), and ‘produced séme abraded ‘sherds of * e




Trench 19: 1.5m x 20m, oricntated north-west to south-east (Field 1)

The natural subsoil, a red/brown clay (19000), was encountered at a depth of
approximately 0.6m. 'The edge of a linear was aligned roughly north-west to
south-east down the centre of the trench. The overlying subsoil was a mid to
light brown very clayey silt (19001} with a depth of approximately 0.3m. The
topsoil/plough soil, approximately 0.3m in depth, was a dark brown clayey silt
(19002).

No archaeological deposits were encountered. The linear aligned north-west to
south-east was probably the remains of a plough furrow.

Trench 20: 1.5m x 20m, orientated north-east to south-west (Field 1)

The natural subsoil, a red/brown clay (20000), was encountered at a depth of
approximately 0.6m. The natural subsoil was over cut slightly to reveal the
undulating section of ridge and furrow which ran roughly on an alignment
north-west to south-east through the long section of the trench, The fill of the
- ridge and furrow could not be distinguished from the overlying subsoil (20001).
The subsoil was a mid to light brown very clayey silt (20001} with a depth of

approximately 0.45m to 0.50m. The 10p501liplough soil, approxxmatcly 0. 45m. '
in depth was a dark brown clayey silt (20002).

C No archaeo!ogzcai deposr[s were cncou.ntercd

o _'Trench 21 1 Sm X 20m, onentated north 1o south (F leld I)

-_."ciayey 31lt (21 002)

o The naiural ::ubso:l a redfblown clay w1th pdle grcenfbrown mottimg (2100{)),
" was encounteréd at a depth of approximately 0.85m.: The overlying subsoil was .- "
‘& mid to light brown very clayey silt (21001) with a depth of apprommately-f e
©0.55m. The topsml/plough soll, approxzmalely 0 3m in depth wasa dark brown'f S

::"No' archacologxcal deposzts were encountercd L



Trench 23: 1.5m x 20m, orientated north-cast fo south-west (Field 1)

The natural subsoil, a red/brown clay with pale green/brown mottling (23000),
was encountered at a depth of approximately 0.85m. The overlying subsoil was
a mid to light brown very clayey silt (23001) with a depth of approximately
0.45m. The topsoil/plough soil, approximately 0.4m in depth, was a dark brown
clayey silt {23002).

No archaeological deposits were encountered.

8.0 Piscussion

Throughout the evaluation area the natural subsoil was encountered at depths of
between 0.3m and 0.5m. In Field 1, however, which contained Trenches 19 to
23, the natural subsoll was encountered at levels ranging from 0.6m to 0.85m.
This was due to a process of soil wash down slope from north to south.

The Iron Age poltery retrieved from Trench 18 was not found in association
with any archaecological features. It seems most likely that the potftery was
deposited through root or animal activity, Its presence does, however suggest .
- Iron Age abtlwty in the vmmlty :

o Trench 17 was located to mtersect the pro;ccted ime of a Roman road runmng in
*© asouth- edsteriy direction from a Roman settlement to the north-west of the clay -
~'stocking area. However, no cv1dcnce of such a feature ‘was observed. - This

- bears out the negative results of an ‘examination of the workings of the quarry

. face (adjacent to the western edge of the clay stocking area) carried: out in1997 : o
- (Rosenberg and Samuels 1997). This does not necessarily indicate. that theroad. . ...

. did - not ex1st smce any ev1dence may have been removed by med:eva] Lo

. .. --pioughmg

_' _The subsc>11 appears to- have re%ulted ﬁom medzeva] or post-medleval p]oughmg-_' o ) '

6vef1y1ng the natural subsmi The'
_ 1mphcat_10_ns for pattems o d use’

:.-_-_rx ipe and farrow, lrunm_
they occurred_ were md

o actlvuy and was. enuountcred m ali trenches apdrt ﬁ"om Trenches 1.to 6. - Here-_. il




The absence of archaeology observed during the current cvaluation confirms the
findings of fieldwalking and geophysical surveys carried out in the area of the
present quarry during the 1990s.
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