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Following the demolition of the outside lavatory at the north-east corner of the house, a 
well was uncovered. It was cut through the natural sandstone, and had several courses of 
19th century red brick at the top (Plate 3). It retained a pipe for a former pump. 

7.0 The Excavation 

On arrival, both the brick and the tiled surfaces overlying the area of interest were found 
to have been removed. A very loose silty rubble spread (2006) could be seen to cover the 
whole of the area. The composition of this layer suggested that it was heavily 
contaminated with debris from the recent demolition of the building and removal of the 
solid floor level. Having cleared the upper layer it was apparent that only minimal (in no 
case exceeding 0.1 Om in depth) stratigraphy was present in slight hollows in the 
sandstone platform on which the structure was founded. The platform was slightly higher 
at its centre, shelving away in all directions (Figure 3). 

On the eastern side of the platform, covering an area of roughly 2.80 m2 was a red/brown 
sand-clay layer flecked with charcoal (2003), probably identifiable with context 1007, a 
layer from Trial Pit 6, containing 17th century pottery (Hislop 2002, 8) that directly 
overlay bedrock. The variable depth of this layer appeared to directly relate to the 
uneven surface of the natural sandstone (2000). 

The northern edge of the platform revealed a different deposit overlying the sandstone. 
This layer (2004) covered approximately 3.20m2 in a strip running north-west/south-east, 
widening and deepening to the northerly end. The layer was composed of a dark brown 
clay-silt with some sand and charcoal inclusions and frequent pebbles. Again, the layer 
respected the natural undulations of the uneven sandstone surface. Seven sherds of 
pottery, dating from the second half of the 13th century, were recovered from this context, 
several of which had internal sooting. In addition, however, three small fragments of red 
brick were retrieved, though it is possible that these may represent contamination of the 
layer. 

Cutting through this context in the area of the Phase 4 fireplace was a sub-rectangular 
feature identified as a shallow pit (F200, Plate 4). It cut into the sandstone to a depth of 
0.18m and was filled with two ashy deposits (2001 & 2002). The primary fill of this 
feature (2002) contained two sherds of 18th century pottery, a fragment of clay pipe, and 
three iron nails. Approximately 0.40m to the west was a large (0.38m x 0.18m) blackened 
stone. 

A further dark deposit (2005) was located on the western edge of the excavation area and 
was later discovered to be associated with tree root disturbance. The southern edge of the 
platform was immediately adjacent to the area in which the natural sandstone had been 
cut away probably in the 19th century in order to create a level surface; no archaeological 
deposits were seen in this area. 
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The Excavation 

The evaluation carried out prior to demolition indicated that uneven depths of 
archaeological deposits might be expected across the site, ranging from O.llm at the 
south-west angle (Trial Pit 2) to 0.37m towards the north-west (Trial Pit 6), and that 
although most of these layers were post-medieval in date the comparatively high 
incidence of medieval pottery from the lowest context of Trial Pit 1 ( 1001) hinted at the 
possible survival of medieval contexts (Hislop 2002). 

After the removal of the tile and mortar floor levels, very little could be seen with regard 
to the stratigraphic sequence described in the evaluation report (Hislop 2002, 8). The 
deposits immediately overlying the sandstone bedrock appear to have been packed into 
the hollows of the uneven stone platform in order to create a more level surface. One of 
these, layer 2004, may have been medieval or early post-medieval in date, though 
possible contamination with later material makes this uncertain. The presence of 13th 

century pottery, however, poses the question of whether there was an earlier house on the 
site. On the whole, given that concentrations of sherds were recovered from both context 
1011 (Trial Pit 1; see Hislop 2002, 8) and context 2004, it seems probable that the 
platform has been occupied by domestic buildings since the late 13th century. 

The only visible feature, the shallow pit, at the north end of the site, which cuts through 
2004, was probably related to the occupation phase that immediately followed the 
reconstruction of this bay of the cruck house in the 17th century. The position of the pit 
indicates that it would have been situated within the area of the hearth, and ashy deposits 
within it suggest that it was connected with burning activity. It seems probable that it 
acted as an ash pit within the early post-medieval fireplace. 

The northern end truss of this Phase 2 house, some 0.6m north of the feature, 
incorporated, a 1.8m long x 1.5m high section of stone blocks (Hislop 2002, 6, 9, Figure 
14), which was situated directly opposite the pit. The most likely explanation for this 
stonework is that it formed a fireback connected with a timber framed firehood. 

The Implications of the Dendrochronology 

The tree ring date for the felling of the cruck truss timbers provides an all too rare datum 
for the chronology of cruck construction in Staffordshire. Of approximately sixty 
surviving examples in the county, only two (including Great Haywood) have been dated 
through dendrochronology. 1 At last we have a terminus ante quem for the introduction of 
the carpentry features that distinguish this particular frame. One of these distinguishing 
characteristics of the truss is the H-type apex, another is the general use of halved joints 
for securing the horizontal members. The tree ring date has provided some indication of 
when these and other features were current in Staffordshire. 

1 The other is the Old School, Ford, Grindon in the Staffordshire Moorlands of 1600 (Howard at a/.1997). 
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TREE-RING ANALYSIS OF TIMBERS FROM 
ROCK HOUSE FARM, 
GREAT HAYWOOD, 
STAFFORDSHIRE 

REHOWARD 

Summary 

Three samples from a cruck truss at Rock House Farm were analysed by tree-ring 
dating. This analysis produced a single site chronology, RHF ASQOl, consisting of 
two samples and having 63 rings. This site chronology could not be dated. 

A third sample with 60 rings was dated as spanning the years 1365 - 1424. 
Interpretation of the sapwood would indicate a felling date for the timber 
represented of 1424. 
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