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An archaeological watching brief during groundworks at St. George's Parade, 
Wolverhampton, West Midlands. 2002 

Summary 

An archaeological watching brief was carried out by Birmingham University Field 
Archaeology Unit in March 2002. The work was undertaken on behalf of Adonis 
Construction during residential development at St. George's Parade in Wolverhampton, 
West Midlands (NGR SO 917 984), ahead of a proposed housing development. A 
watching brief was required as part of the planning condition to identify any evidence of 
the moat associated with Old Hall, that had been previously identified to the north of the 
site, during an archaeological evaluation in 2000. No evidence of this moat or associated 
structures had been identified during trial trenching on this site, although it appeared that 
any early deposits had been. severely truncated by 19th and 20th century cellarage. 
Monitored work during the current development identified a deposit that may have been 
associated with the moat, but the extent of the deposit was not identifiable and therefore 
the evidence remains inconclusive. The evaluation and watching brief suggest that if 
there was any evidence of the Old Hall, its moat and associated structures then it has 
probably been severely truncated by the later cellarage prevalent across the St. George's 
Parade site. 

1.0 Introduction 

This report describes the results of an archaeological watching brief undertaken on the 
site of former St. George's Parade car park, Wolverhampton. The work was carried out 
by Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit on behalf of Adonis Construction, 
during residential development by Heantun Housing Association, in March 2002. This 
work was carried out following two desk-based assessments (White 1996, Watt 2000) 
and a programme of archaeological evaluation (Williams 2000). The desk-based 
assessments had identified the potential for the moat and remains of Old Hall to have 
survived on the site. However, two trial trenches failed to identify such features, although 
the line of the moat was identified to the north of the site. As the development was 
affecting areas previously inaccessible during the evaluation stage, a watching brief 
condition was included in the planning permission. 

The watching brief was carried out in accordance with the Institute of Field 
Archaeologists' 1999 'Standard and Guidance for an archaeological watching brief' and 
a Design Brief prepared by Mike Shaw (Shaw 2002; Appendix 1 ), Black Country 
Archaeologist, on behalf of Wolverhampton City Council. 
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The evaluation and watching brief exercise suggest that if there was any evidence of the 
Old Hall, its moat and associated structures surviving, then it has probably been severely 
truncated by the later cellarage prevalent across the site. 
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Foyer, St George's Parade, Wolverhampton 

Brief for an Archaeological Watching Brief 

1. Summary 

1.1 Heantun Housing Association has been granted planning permission to 
develop residential apartments and a learning foundation on the site of the 
former St George's Parade Car Park. 

1.2 The proposed development area includes an area which lay in the south
east corner of one of Wolverhampton's major monuments, the Old Hall, a 
mansion house dating back to at least Tudor times. The hall was 
surrounded by a moat and there were a number of associated buildings 
outside the moat to the south west, which may have been barns. 

1.3 Subsequently the moat was filled in (by 1842) and the hall, much altered 
and extended, was used for a time as a japanning factory. These 
buildings, including the hall, were demolished in 1883. 

1. 3 The south-east corner of the moat is believed to pass through the northern 
portion of the former car park area (White 1996; Watt 2000). 

1.4 Accordingly the site was trial trenched in 2000. The results of the trial 
trenching demonstrated that large parts of the moat had been removed by 
later cellars (Williams 2000). 

1.5 Nevertheless there is still the possibility of survival of small pockets of 
archaeological deposits in uncellared areas. Accordingly a condition 
requiring an archaeological watching brief with access for recording of any 
archaeological deposits uncovered was placed upon the planning consent. 

2. Site location and description 

2. 1 The development area lies within the southern part of Wolverhampton 
town centre at around S0917984. Old Hall Street lies to the north, 
Wolverhampton Adult Education College to the west and St George's 
Parade to the east and south. The area was until recently used as car 
parking. 

3. Planning background 

3.1 The Old Hall Street area is a Conservation Area and Wolverhampton City 
Council is actively promoting the regeneration of this area as part of the St 
John's Urban Village. 
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• A written summary of the findings together with appropriate 
illustrations, which should be related to the national grid. Levels should 
be related to the Ordnance Datum. Sufficient data and references to 
the project archive should be included to permit interpretations to be 
challenged 

• An analytical summary of features and deposits 
• Specialist reports related to the site sequence 
• List of sources consulted and their full titles/reference numbers 
• A copy of the brief 

7.8 On completion of the work a summary report should be sent for 
publication in West Midlands Archaeology and any other appropriate local 
or national archaeological journal. 

7. 9 Health and Safety 

lt is the responsibility of the contractor to ensure that all work is carried out 
in accordance with relevant Health and Safety regulations. 

Site procedures should be in accordance with the guidance set out in the 
Health and Safety Manual of the Standing Conference of Archaeological 
Unit Managers 

The archaeological contractor should liaise with the developer in 
determining contamination levels 

Known service information is included in Watt (2000) but the 
archaeological contractor should ensure that all areas are scanned for 
services prior to any excavation works 

7.1 0 Monitoring 

The work will be monitored by the Black Country Archaeologist on behalf 
of the Planning Authority and provisions for monitoring should be agreed 
with him. At least five working days notice of commencement of any 
fieldwork should be given to the Black Country Archaeologist. 
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Prepared on 7 February 2002 by Mike Shaw, Black Country Archaeologist 

Contact details for Mike Shaw: tel 01902 555493; e-mail 
mikeshaw.wmbc@dial.pipex.com; fax 01902 555637; address Black Country 
Archaeologist, Wolverhampton MBC, Regeneration and Environment, Civic 
Centre, St Peter's Square, Wolverhampton \M/1 1 RP 
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