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+ Industrial areas where the majority of factory buildings date between the mid
nineteenth and mid-twentieth centuries. 

+ Commercial properties including public houses, large warehousing and distribution 
units, and a car auction premises. 

+ Residential properties; mainly located on The Flatts, the southern end of Richards 
Road, Bentley Road and Darlaston Road. 

+ Cemetery. 
+ Open waste-ground where fly tipping seems to have been a major problem. 
+ Animal pasture, situated by the River Tame. Three areas were noted- pasture to the 

north of Darlaston Road contains many disused mineshafts. 
+ Disused railway line. The boundary of the Study Area between The Flatts and Heath 

Road follows the cutting of the former line of the Darlaston branch line. 

6.0 Archaeological and historical background 

The settlement of Darlaston may have its roots in the Anglo-Saxon period, as the place
name 'Darlaston' is Anglo-Saxon in origin (DCHP 1984, 3). The earliest known 
archaeological deposits in the Darlaston area date to the Medieval period 

6.1 The Medieval Period 

The Study Area extends across much of the north-eastern portion of the medieval parish 
of Darlaston. It also includes very small sections of the medieval parishes of Bentley and 
Wednesbury in the area around the M6 motorway. Darlaston is not mentioned in the 
Domesday Book, this may be because no settlement existed at this date or could merely 
be one of the many omissions from the survey. By the thirteenth century Darlaston had 
become established as a settlement which was probably focused, as today, on the area 
around Church Street and King Street. 

The Study Area spans the unsettled hinterland of the parish of Darlaston. A large part of 
the Study Area lies in an area known as Darlaston Green. This was not a 'village green' 
in the proper sense but more probably an extensive area of waste or heathland on the edge 
of the town (Timmins 1993, 13 & 56). The Study Area also includes an area known as 
'The Flatts', which was part of the town's medieval open field system. The pattern of 
strip-cultivation indicative of open fields survived in this area into the mid-nineteenth 
century and is visible on the Darlaston Tithe Map of 1840. A water mill to serve 
Darlaston and Bentley was established on the River Tame in the mid-thirteenth century. 
Archaeological remains of the medieval mill still survive; its site, however, lies just 
outside the Study Area (BCSMR 5388). 
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Plate 1. 

Plate 2. 





Plate 5. 

Plate 6. 



Appendix 1: List of archaeological sites 

The location of all sites is shown on Figure 2. 

Section 1: The Canal System and related features 
Sites Recorded on the Black Country SMR 

SMRNo. 2694 
James Bridge Aqueduct 
NGR SO 9898/9780 
A Grade II Listed structure. Carries the Walsall Canal over Bentley Mill Lane, and 
formerly over the River Tame. Brick with sandstone keystones. Two round arches 
with abutments curved in plan. South side partially rebuilt in the 19th century. String 
course below parapet. A cast iron plate inscribed "MDCCXCVII" is attached to 
central pier on the south side. 

SMRNo. 5870 
Walsall Canal 
NGR SO 9796/9250- SO 9768/9359 
Part of the Birmingham Canal Navigations. The canal is em banked as it crosses the 
shallow valley of the River Tame. 

SMRNo. 6728 
Anson Branch; Walsall Canal 
NGR SO 9965/9950- SO 9860/9775 
The stretch of the Anson Branch between Bentley Mill Lane and its junction with the 
Walsall Canal is largely silted-up. 

Sites not recorded on the Black Country SMR 

Site No. 1 
Canal Basin 
NGR SO 9930/9730 
Visible on First Edition Ordnance Survey Map (1886). May have served the James 
Bridge Colliery (see Section Ill: Industrial Sites, Site No. 11). 

Site No. 2 
Canal Basin 
NGR SO 9840/9765 
Visible on First Edition Ordnance Survey Map (1886), may have served Darlaston 
Green furnaces (see Section Ill: Industrial Sites, Site No. 13). 

Site No. 3 
Canal Basin 
NGR SO 9824/9762 
Silted-up opening of a basin still visible and noted during the walkover survey. The 
full extent ofbasin (two armed) shown on First Edition Ordnance Survey Map (1886). 
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SMR No. 11029 

Site of Albert Works 

NGR SO 9785/9778 

Between Willenhall Road and the canal. Plot is occupied by the outer shell of a 
subsequent works building. 

SMR No. 11030 
Site of London & North Western Works (Bolt & Nuts) 
NGR SO 9785/9791 
East side of Willenhall Road immediately north of Darlaston Interchange. 

SMR No. 11031 

Crescent Ironworks 

NGR SO 9787/9800 

Two large buildings immediately north of interchange basin, east of Willenhall Rd. 
Some of the works buildings may survive built into the modem Clark Fixings factory. 

Sites not on the Black Country SMR 

Site No. 6 

Richards Works 

NGR SO 9800/9768 

Earlier factory elements encased in shell ofworks expansion c.1930. 

Boundary wall of works complex to canal towpath contains extensive sections of 
sandstone walling, surviving to at least eleven courses, incorporated into brick 
walling. Date of structure is unclear; no buildings are shown in this area on the 1840 
Tithe Map. 

Site No. 7 

Factory Building 

NGR SO 9885/9750 

Early 20th century derelict factory building occupying corner plot at junction of 
Kendricks Road, Cemetery Road and Bentley Mill Lane. Curved frontage, brick 
pilasters, windows have concrete heads. 

Site No. 8 
Factory Buildings 

NGR SO 9875/9744 

Complex of early twentieth century factory buildings. 

Rear wall of one building fronts onto railway line; purple brick arcade with diapered 
infill - central four arches with brick pilasters and have concrete-headed windows. 
Frontage has the legend " Bright Steel, Nuts Bolts, Studs, Set Pins & Etc." in white 
tile. 

Building set along the south side of Kendricks Road. Two storey brick building, 
ground storey is earlier and in purple brick, supervisor's office to control access into 
factory, may have an associated weigh-bridge. 



Site No. 9 

New Midland Works 

NGR SO 9800/9745 

Large inter-war works buildings; part of the Richards Group. Frontage is very similar 
to that of the extended Richards works and has the same detailing in white tiling. 

Site No. 11 

James Bridge Colliery 

NGR SO 9935/9765 (centred) 

The only actual 'colliery' in the DSDA it is shown on the First Edition Ordnance 
Survey Map (1886) of the area. The colliery lies in the former parish of Bentley and 
as no tithe map was available for this parish it is unclear when it came into operation. 
The colliery most probably came into existence in the later eighteenth or early 
nineteenth centuries after the arrival of the canal and railways to the area. The 
colliery site is served by a basin from the Walsall Canal (Site No. 1). The colliery 
appears to have become disused by the mid-twentieth century if not earlier. A copper 
works was established on the site by the 1950s (Ordnance Survey Map 1956), the 
majority of the site becoming fully used by the large steel works which currently 
occupies the extreme eastern end of the DSDA between the M6 and the north side of 
the canal. 

Site No. 13 

Darlaston Green Furnaces 

NGR SO 9825/9764 

Works shown on First Edition Ordnance Survey Map (1886) between canal and basin 
(Site No. 2). 

Site No. 14 

Grand Junction Works 

NGR SO 9880/9752 

Shown on First Edition Ordnance Survey Map (1886) between LNWR rail line and 
Cemetery Road. 

Section IV: Other Sites 
Sites listed by the Black Country SMR 

SMRNo. 1555 

Globe Public House: Darlaston Road 

NGR SO 9906/9754 
Public house. Probably early 18th century. Rendered brick with tile roof. Two storeys, 
four bays. Fourth bay appears to be a later addition, as string-course terminates to its 
left. Windows have casements with glazing bars, those on the ground floor with 
segmental heads. Gabled porch between second and third bays. Chimneys to right of 
first and third bays and on right hand gable. 
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Darlaston SDA 

1.1 There are, broadly, two options for the SDA- long recognised as land of potential strategic 
importance to the region: 

i) Option 1. Darlaston Industrial Estate : the assembly and development of those parts of 
the site that are not occupied by ERM (as scrap metal business) nor within the limestone 
consideration zone. Our estimate of the capacity of the site in this scenario is about 144,000 
sqm in a mix of B2 and B8 uses - but in an environment which is typical of the Black 
Country and unlikely to be marketable as a top flight site, although it would attract large 
units, just not at the top end where environment and image are often important; 

IMJtsaU · Dar!astoo S DA Hopkins Architects 

ii) Option 2. Darlaston Logistics Park: the assembly and development of the whole of the 
site, relocating all the existing businesses, remediating all of the land including stabilising 
the limestone mine. Our estimate of the capacity of the site is about 209,000 sqm of 
predominantly high spec large logistics units (the mix is set out in Section 5), mixed with 
smaller B2 and B8 uses, plus an amenity centre to contain a small unit incubator and 



business centre, plus whatever the market will deliver in supporting commercial uses 
(restaurant, newsagent/shop, caterers etc., even a hotel if it can be justified). 

INalsaH- Darlaston SDA 

1.2 Given the very substantial costs entailed in reclaiming the whole of the land and the differential 
between achievable land values (even in the much hotter top end logistics market) we cannot 
see at as cost efficient expenditure of public money not to do the job properly. 

1.3 Thus in AFP terms, we see no option but to realise the otherwise exceptional potential of the 
SDA: 

• the risks of the diminished option are substantial and need to be traded off against the cost 
efficiencies and much greater effectiveness of the logistics park approach: 

o the chances of marketing the site for higher value added activity (with all the issues over 
recruitment, quality of the environment, image and so on are ) much diminished - thus 
posing a serious risk (without a means of mitigating it) of failing to achieve the objectives 
set by the AFP or of making optimal value of motorway-connected land; 

o the diminished marketability is likely to put the SDA on a par with other Black Country 
sites, albeit better located but not of exceptionally better environmental quality, again 
posing a risk of achieving RES as well as AFP objectives; 



o this risk in turn poses a threat both to the economy and the efficiency of the public 
sector's investment even given the cost reductions of avoiding the limestone mine and 
keeping the (expanding) scrap metal business. 

• the job creation potential to be appraised in considering the options is not just about the 
number of jobs, but of achieving the object of increasing representation from sectors that 
offer growth prospects. Jobs 'created' from standard industrial and warehousing activity 
(that the diminished option would be more likely to realise) would need to be netted out of 
any useful calculation of the value of the public sector's investment at Darlaston and reflect 
the underlying forecasts for the region and sub-region (i.e., continued shrinkage of 
employment in manufacturing, as the marginal dies back and the efficient becomes more 
capital intensive); 

• the 'job' for the land at Darlaston in the diminished option could probably be replicated more 
cheaply in other locations - it only in the top end of the distribution sector where Darlaston 
assets approach unique in the sub-region which would require the full environmental quality 
treatment; 

• the Logistics Park option, depending on the job densities, would create some 3,000- 6,000 
jobs including the amenity centre and assuming densities in line with Magna Park and 
substantial representation from higher value-added activity, compared to about half to two
thirds the lower end of the range for the Industrial Estate option. 

Very preliminary estimates of the residual land values at Darlaston - excluding the amenity 
centre- suggest a value of about £140,000 an acre, rather lower than the possible average 
cost per acre of reclamation. Thus there needs to be a good case in the public interest for 
reclamation. We think this case can be made. Thus we do not include the diminished Industrial 
Estate option in the AFP. 


