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An Archacobspieal Watihiog Briel at the Swan Hoilel, 45/446 Cres
Htatinrd, 2062
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L Summary

foy Lhnie carried ont oon

af the Swan Hotel, 4537 46 Greengate Siveer, M

arch 2002 The work was commissioned by Jon Runks Aysociates on

Birnringiin

1 2y ¢ g Jaguiomr
wrehing e

i (NGROST S
2317) during
behalt of the Moot House, Acton Trussell and wos carvied oul during  the
redevelopment amd refurbishment of the hotel. [n a service ivench, near the rear of the
fiilding, sondsione Blocks were recorded which fud been reused us foundaiions for o
wall of 19% century date und were probably associated with wn earlier siructure,
perhaps of medieval or early post-medieval date Three further 19" cennwry wadls
were recorded tn this trench along with « ditcit of post-medieval date. Near the front
of the building, 1 « trench dug for @ lifl shaft base, a sandstone wall was recorded
and this was sealed by a sandstone floor. Both the wall and the floor were undated. 4
deposii overlying the natwral, possibly the remains of a truncated pii, contained
fragmenis of bricks of probuble 17" century date. All other finds recovered were of
tate post-medieval ov modern date.

2.0 Introduction

An archacological watching brief was carried out by Birmingham Field Archacology
Unit (BUFAU) at the Swan Howel, 45/46 Greengate Street, Stafford during March
2002, The work was commissioned by Jon Banks Associates on behalf of the Moat
House, Acton Trusscil. The watching brief was camed out durmg groundworks
associated with the redovelopment and refurbishment of the Swan Hotel.

The watching brief was required as a condition for planming pernission by Stafford
Borough Counctl in order to comply with Planming Pohicy Guidance Nole 16 {DoE
19490). The work was carricd out wnn accordance with a brief prepared by Stafford
Borough Council, Development Department  (veforence TW/543.1/41531) and
[ollowed the Standard and Guidance for Archacological Watching Bricfs (Institute of
faeld Archacologists 1999).

The site archive consists of one box of finds and one A4 folder. The archive is
currently stored at BUFAU and will be placed with an appropriate repository, within o
reasonable pecod of ume, lollowing completion of the project and subject o the
approval of the imdowner.

3.0 Site focation and deseription (Fios 1 and 2)

U Street (NGR

Medivval core of stallord on whal was

) i
onee one of e woalthiiesr tare medievs] and 2acly nosionedioval strecis. The bodlding

1s situated to the south of High House, a timber framed stracture dating 1o the fet

century. The underbving oeolovy comprises viver termee deposirg of gand and oraesd



4.0 Archaenlogical and historical background

The Swan Tlotel 1s a Grade 11 Histed building, and its froniage 18 predominantiy
(eorglan in appearance. The present brick-bunlt structure probably veplaced an carher
timber framed building, possibly datmg to the late 167 century. Two dates arc
suggested for the brick building. Charles {1966) advocates an carly date of between
[600-1650 whereas others, mcluding Middlelell {2000), suggests a later, posstbiy
mid-eighteenth century date. The bulding was an important coaching mn during the
18" and 19" centuries. The structure originally appears to have been composed of two
separate houses and the present structure was created by arching over the gap between
thein, probably in the 18™ century, To the mid to Tate 19" century the building appears

to have undergone a large programme of extension.

5.0 Aims

The objeetives of the archacological watching brief, as stated n the briel prepared by
Stafford Borough Counctl, Development Department, were to:

¢ monitor and obscrve all below-ground work including the excavation of a trench
lo house a new lifl shaft and a trerich for the installation of a python line

s record and, if possible, identify the nature and date of a possible sandstone wall
tound bencath [loorboards 1n the arca of the proposcd lift shaft

s obscrve and record the removal of steps at the front of the hotel and any
subsequent below ground, work proposed during the insertion of the ramp

» oblain a record of any surviving archaeological deposits and features uncovered
during the construction and refurbishment of the building and the excavation of
scrvice trenches

¢ rocover artelactual evidence and environmerntal malerial

6.0 Method

A qualified archaeologist monitored and obscerved all groundworks conducted whilst
on site. All stratigraphic sequences were recorded, even where no archaeology was
present. Contextual information was recorded and supplemented by scale drawings.
plans, sections and phoelegraphs which, iogether with the recovered artefacts, form the
' ; Foatures were assigned unique n

were assignaed wmague numbers frem 1000 onwards.
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7.0 Resules

Irench | (Fig. 4, Plates 4 and 5)

Trench | was Jocated m the public lounge at the rear ol the buiiding and was hand
excavated by confractors, for the installation of a python line inte the ccllar. The
trench was 12.6m long and 0.63-0.80m wide and was excavated (o a maximuem depth
of 0.60m balow the present tloor surface,

The natural subsoll was not reached during the cxcavation ot the trench, A layer of
dark greyish brown silty sand (10037 1004), containing a high proportion of charcoal,
coal, clay pipe, small fragments of brick, 4 wooden stake, a sherd of post-mcdieval
pottery and several sandsione blocks was revealed, 0.23-0.40m below the present
floor surface, at Teast 0.36m thick. Layer 1003/ 1004 was cut by four linear features.
At the southwest end of the trench was a northeast-southwest aligned brick wall
(F104, Plate 3), 0.35m wide and (.25m dcep, which terminated within the trench. Two
reused dressed sandstone blocks, onc of which may have been a former capping stone
for a plinth, appearcd to have been incorporated in the foundations of 104, Wall
F104 abutted a narrower northwest-southeast aligned brick wall (F103), 0.25m wide
and 0.22m high.

To the northeast of FI03 was a norlhwest-southeast orientated brick wall (F100)
0.36m wide and 0.22m high. Further northeast of F100 was a linear ditch or trench
(F101) with vertical sides, 0.80m wide and atl least 0.20m deep. It was filled with
bricks and brick rubble within a brown sand matrix (1005). The base of F101 was not
rcached.

Overlying 1003/ 1004 was a badly disturbed TR century brick tleor and associated
brick rubble (1002), 0.10-0.20m thick. A concrete {loor (1001), up to 0.20m in depth,
scaled 1002 and above this were two mortared modemn ceramic tile floors {1000), the
later forming the present floor surface. The existing brick and concrete cellar wall,
was located at the northcast end of the trench.,

Trench 2 (Fig. 5, Plates 4 and 5)

Trench 2 was localed between the bistro and reception lounge. The trench was hand
excavaled as part of the construction of the base of a hift shaft. It was 2.0m x 2.0m and
was excavated to a maximum depth of 0 75m.

The natural red sandstone bedrock (20083 and the natural sand {2005) were
cncovnlered at a depth of 0.42-0.72m below the present floor surface. In the centre of
the trench, were the remains of an easl-west aliened sandstone wall, (F200), 0.42-
0.48m bclow the present floor surface, bonded with mortar to the natural sandstone
2008, Wall 206 was badly truncated and was 0.30m wide and up 10 5.30m high. L
wag composed of 4 3ingle course ol sandstone blocks, bonded with a butt rortar.

At the northwest part of the trench, between wall F200 and the north edee of
excavation, a deposit of dark greyish brown sand (2009), 0.65 m in diameler and
0.20m thick, which was not visible in section, sealed natural 2005 Deposil 2309
contained a sherd of post-medieval pottery, brick, tile, vessel glass, animal bone,

()
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Lchareosl Natural 2005 and deposit 2

ar ibe norfhvwest nan of the rencl, febween wildd

s he north edve of

excavalion, by 4 laver of reddish brown sand and sandsiong rubbie (2004) comtaming
brick and ule fragments, 0.10-0.38m deep. Tayer 2004 was overlain by a laver of
sandstone rubblo (2002) cont brick fragmuonts, 0,300 thick, and a dars brown
sangd angd sandstone rrbble O and nle frapeents, OUTHm deep,

1
v hrich

o

2005 and wall T200 wore sealed by a floor ey la

Over the rest of the trench natural *
(2007}, Toor surface 2007 was composcd of mortar Bonded <

sandstonc blocks, O ?%
deep. The upper surface of 2007 was tiled and one post-medioval tile was found in-
situ, and Gw oopressions et by other fles wore vigsiblo, A noith-south anentaled
brick and mortar watl (F201), $.20m wide and 0.24m high, cut lavers 20604, 2003 and
Ooor 2007, Although 1 was badly runcated F201 appeared to have originally
extended bevond wall F200, Overlying 2007 and zbuiting wall F201, were the
remams of a brick (loor surface {(2006), 0.08m deep. Above F201, 2004, 2007 and
2003 was the present wooden {loor.

Arca A (not illustrated)

Arca A was located at the front of the building inside 2 passageway, running through
the middic of the building. Steps were removed by contractors, [or the construction of
a ramp, invelving excavation to a depth of 0.2m, below the present floor surface.

A cobbled surface (3001} was the earliesl coniext revealed. The cobbles appear to
have formed a ramp leading from Greengate Street into the passageway. The average
size of the cobbles was O.10m x 0.10m and the surface was at least €.00m thick.
Surface 3001 abutted a single row of spacer bricks, which were bonded to the walls of
the passageway. Sealing 3007 was a laver of clinker {3000), 0.05-C.10m deep.

8.0 Finds by Annete Hancocks

Postmedieval pottery

Two sherds (30g) of post-medieval potlery were recovered, one cach from context
HIOZ and 2009, A single dragnostic nm sherd from a cup was from context 1903 and
orovided a ierminus post quem of late 18" 10" century AD (Table 1 holow).

Other finds
A small and undiagnostic assemblage of ceramic tie and brick, vessel glass, clay

pipe, coal, slag, sandstone and animad bone represent the remaimng fnd types
recovered. Twao of the brick Iragmente from context 2009 (dimensions 1347 high x 4

o : o1a0 PP TR e . iy - . 3 el ] e
v wide and § 247 long) wore hand clamped and were of probable 179 contury date.

One of (he brick fragments was sooted on both faces possibly indicating 1t had been

csed 101 ciiminey and aneiier had ooen subject o g s ol wAs partly

vilrdeed, e linds wers recovered o contexis O3 and 2009 1 s recommended

that o further work be undertaken upon the finds assemiblaee. The finds archuve will

E"\é" I‘n—‘l'\l’\\!h—‘ﬂ Wt l'h er’\i’ . ( !T\ \ Tyecrny "I‘lfi _\rT i(

valfers



Context : Deseription  : Finds semmary ! Spot date
1002 | tayei " 1x post-medieval pottery (4g): Lx vessel  late 1ET19™ Contury
: glass  (Jiay ammal  bonc  {Zg);
i undiagnostie slag {1Rg): clay pine {4gh |
ST | coat(15g) |
2000 T b post-medicval potery (20g) 2 x|
I
i

ceramic  brick {1479g), ceramic  tile |
(1153g), vessel glass (40g); animal ¢
bone (lg); building masonry {357g),
{ coal {Dg)

Table 1@ Summary of finds

9.0 Discussien

The earliest context in Trench 1 was layer 1003/ 1004, which was of latc 18%/19"
century date. The three northwest-southeast aligned brick walls (F100, F103 and
F104) all probably date to 19" century. Wall F104 was partly built on foundations of
reused sandstone blocks, one of which was probably a former capping stone for a
plinth possibly used to support a sifl beam for a timber-framed structure perhaps of
medieval or early post-medieval dale. Ditch or trench F101 is of post-medieval date,
although lack of closcly datable finds means it 1s not possible to date F101 morc
closcly.

Stratigraphically, the earlicst activity i Trench 2 was the construction of an east-west
aligned sandstone wall, F200. No dating evidence associated with the construction of
the wall was recovered and the [unction of the wall 18 unclear. Al a later datc
sandstone floor, 2007, was laid over the lop of F200. No clear dating evidence was
recovered from 2007, Context 2009, which overlay the natural, possibly the fill of a
truncated pit, contained redeposited fragments of 17" century brick, possibly from a
chimney. Evidence of later activity was attested by the construction of brick wall
F201, of probable 19" century date.

No [inds were recovered from the cobbled surface 3001, recorded at Area A, which
could be of 19" or early 20th century date, and is probably part of the passage way
surfacing relating to when this entrance was still used for access to the rear of the
building.
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