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Figures 

Isaac Taylor's plan ofWolverhampton (1750) 

First Edition Ordnance Survey 1:2500 (1885) 

First Edition Ordnance Survey 1 :500 ( 1885) 

Third Edition Ordnance Survey 1:2500 (1919) 

Ordnance Survey 1:2500 (1938) 

Plates 

Frontage ofNos. 7 & 8 Salop Street 

Re-used beam in rear elevation ofNo. 7 Salop Street 

Frontages ofNos. 9-11 Salop Street 

Rear elevation of London Works 

Side elevation of London Works 

No. 12 Salop Street 
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Peter's Church, at the point where the routes into the town converged, with settlement 
subsequently spreading outwards along these routes as the town prospered (Baker 
1980, figure 2). According to this model the Study Area lies outside the developed 
core of the medieval settlement. 

The industrial development of Wolverhampton began fairly early, and by the mid­
seventeenth century many of the trades which later became important features of 
industry in the town in the nineteenth century, such as buckle and lock manufacture, 
were being carried out (White and Wade 1997, 4). Wolverhampton was also starting 
to play an important role in the distribution of raw materials required by industry, 
such as iron, by the close ofthe seventeenth century (White and Wade 1997, 4). 

From the later eighteenth century and throughout the nineteenth century 
Wolverhampton became increasingly industrialised. Large-scale industries, such as 
iron production, became established on the outskirts of the town. Within the town 
itself many smaller-scale industrial processes, such as lock making and japanning, 
became established. The growing industrialisation of the town led to the infilling of 
spaces within existing street-blocks with small works, shoppings (small-scale 
rectilinear workshops occupying backplot areas) and back-to-back housing to 
accommodate these trades and their workers and families from the middle of the 
nineteenth century onwards. This process of increasingly dense building and 
occupation within the town led to the degeneration of many areas of the town into 
slums. The housing around Salop Street within the Study Area was amongst the 
worst slums within the town (Upton 1998, 1 08). 

The twentieth century saw continued expansion of the built-up area covered by 
Wolverhampton and large-scale redevelopments of the town centre itself. One 
element of the re-development was the clearance of slum areas within the town, 
including part of the Study Area. The town centre was also subject to large-scale 
shopping developments in the 1950s and 1960s which have changed the face of the 
area completely. This activity has mainly by-passed the Study Area. Wolverhampton 
also retained an industrial character up to the recessions of the late 1970s and 1980s. 
Most industrial activity, however, is now focused on the many industrial estates on 
the outskirts of the town, rather than in the town centre proper. 

7.0 Assessment of The Study Area 

7.1 Archaeology 

Sites recorded by the Black Country SMR 

The SMR records that exist for the Study Area are mainly records allocated to post­
medieval and modem occupation along the streets within the Study Area known from 
documentary and historic mapping evidence and from the present character of the 
area. Further records have been allocated to structures situated in the area and to 
archaeological work which has been carried out in the area. 

SMRNo. 9914 
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