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Archacological Work at The Markel Sqyuare, Wolverhaupton,
West Midiands

Sunmimary

Benween March apd Indy 2000 o desk-based assessment and subseguent watching
bricf was carried out by Birmingham University Field Archaenlogy {nit (BRUFAL)
Jor Kendrick Consiruction Lid. due o the construction «f the Market Square as pare
of the redevelopment of the wesiern portion «f the Markels Development Area,
Wolverhampton (NGR SO Q177:9533).  This work was required as the Markets
Development Area as had been ident fied av an area of archacological potential by
the Wolverhampton Town Cenire Action Plan: Archaeology Phase [ Black Country
Sites and Monuments Record No. 9914 The assessment shows that the develcpment
areq was probably an occupicd part frthe tovwn f Wolverhampron by the close of the
medieval period, and that it has been sul jected 1o a complex sequence f development
during the post-medieval perviod.  The dates f the standing buildings in the
development area ranged from the end f the cighteentlt centiry to the mid-twentieth
centtry.  The watching bricf did not identjy any  featives or  deposits o}
archacological interest and showed thal considerahle levelling has been carried oul
at a comparatively recent date in lurse parts f the site. The watching bricf recorded
Jurther structural details that helped 1o cor firm the dates f the buildings or the site.

1.0 Introduction

This report presents the results ol archacological work carried out by Birmingham
University Field Archacology Unit (BUFALN. on behall ot Kendrick Construction. on
the construction of the Market Square. Wolverhampton (NGR SO 9117/9835). The
Market Square 15 to be comprised of residential and retail developments (Figures |
and 2). The Market Square lies in the western portion of the Markets Development
Area. The Markets Development Arca was dentihed as an arca ot archacological
potential by the Wolverhampton Town Centre Action Plan: Archacology Phase |
(Black Country Sites and Monuments Record No. 991d: White and Wade 1997). The
archacological work was carried out in two stages in March 2002 and July 2002, The
first stage comprised a desk-based assessment of the area’™s archaeological potential
and an assessment of the buildings 1o be demohished as part ot the development ol the
site. The results of the mitial assessmient led o @ second stage of works, whereby a
watching briel was maintained on the excavation of foundation trenches on the site.

Fhe assessment follows o brief issued by the Planning and Environment Division of
Wohernanmpion Mettopoiian Sorough Council (WMDBO 19993 The assessmaont was
(BUFAL 2007y and foliows the Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Desk-
Based Assessments jssucd by the stitude of Field Archaeologists (17A 1999}

carried oul i accordance with o weitten scheme of investioaiion nrepared by BUEAT



Z.0 Lacation

The Marker Square lies in the southewestern pertion ol Wiolverhampton city centre
op Sireel. S et

choot Sireet Pt

and s detingd by & andt the rear o e pronermes

on Worcester Strect (Figare 2. In order 1o set the developraent in context the eniire
atrert block detmed by Salop Strect, Sehoe! Swect, P Streer and Worcestor Sreel
was considered by the archaeological assessment and this arca ie hereafter refeered to
as the Study Area (IFigure 23, The Study Arca lies on ground that slopes gently down
from south-cast to north-west: the underlving drill geolopy of the area consists of a
mix of elacial sands and gravels,

3.3 Objectives

e o idenudy areas within the Study Arca where it s likely that archacological
deposits relating to the carlier land use ol the area survive and where further
archacological monitoring may be required during the redevelopment.

» To assess the character of the buildings at Nos, 7-12 Salop Street which are to be
demolished as part ot the re-development,

e lo record any signilicant archacological  deposits  revealed  durng  the
redevelopment.

4.0 Sources
The tolowing sources were consulted during the course of this assessment:

% The Black Country Sites and Monuments Record

< Ithstoric mapping and early Ordnance Survey maps ol the area held by
Wolverhampton Archives and [Local Studies

% Primary historic sources, including trade divectories and censuses, held by
Wolverhampton Archives and | ocal Studies

% Sccondary archacological and historical sources beld by Wolverhampton Archives
and Local Studies and the University of Birmingham libraries

A walkover survey of the Study Aren was cavned oul i Mareh 2002 1o assess the
archacological potential of the arca,

5.4 Present Character

e Stady Area was visitcd i March 20070 The dlumacter of the Siady Avoa b
aguxed. e buiddings along the lontuee of Worcester Siveet aie of the samie Dread
nvpe being mainky three-storeved commercial huldings with shops on the ¢round
floor and domestic accommodation on the upper tioors.  The buildings on this
frontage seem o date to the very lale-nineteenth century or the eurly-twentreih
century.



The buildings on the Salop Street frontape are of the same tvpe but are much more
vaned i characier. The iroaiages ol die Buiop Sieeet butidings we very variad in
date: numbers 4-8 seem to he late-eighteenth or earlv-nineteenth century in date.
whilat the remainder of the buildings seem to have fronts dating 1o the late-nincteenth
century which have, i a number of cas

i —
R

5. boon subect enatve alteration in the
Later twenticth contury. Numbers 7 8 Satop Street are cureently derelict and ave
cavered i scaffolding.  The rears ot the buildings along Salop Street have been
heavily altered by multiple phases of extension and demolition.

The buildings on Bennett’s Fold are industrial in character.  These buildings are
mainly brick built. with the exception of an ron shedl and scem o date to the early-
mid-twentieth century.

‘the remainder of the Study Area is open and consists of a tarmaced car park and
School Strect. School Street is currently used as the venuoe for an open-air market and
has lixed metal-framed market stands.

6.0 Archaeological and Historic Background

Evidence of archaeological sites or finds pre-dating the late Saxon period is exuremely
scarce within the Wolverhampton area as a whole and is hmited to a tew chance finds
of frequently doubtful provenance (White and Wade 1997, 2). [t has been arpued by
many that the hititop on which Wolverhampton lies was the site of a hill-fort in the
Iron Age (White and Wade 1997, 31 the present Study Area. however, lies outside the
propused extent ot the fort,

Documentary cvidence shows that a settlement and Minster church existed at
Wolverhampton by the fater tenth century (Hooke and Slater 1986, 10 & 14). 1t 1s not
entirely clear, however. where the settlement was situated or what the scttlement
physically consisted of 1n the late Saxon pertod. Rescarch into Anglo-Saxon charters
relating to the arca has identitied some ot the main routeways which had become
¢stablished in the Wolverhampton area by the late Saxon period (llooke and Slater
1986, 35-7). This research has demonstrated that the main sireets of the medieval and
later town, wncluding Salop Sueet and Worcester Street. were established by this
period. Although the extent of the Saxen settlement af Wolverhampton is not known,
it nay be interred that the Study Area. Iving at a junction ol two major roules inlo the
settlernent, may well have scen activity, 1 nol seltiement, i the Tater Saxon period.

Walverhamptan was officially composed ol two extales i the medieval period: a

religions manor. the Deanery. and o roval manor. Stowheath, The western portion of
| [ T
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svidence supgests that the Study Arcn Tny within this estate, By the thiteenth centuary
borcuglt status had been granted o the Dewneny manor and this pradaalhy seems 1o
have also come o apply o the Stowheath monor cWhite and Wade 1997, 3
Wolverlampton had become a prosperous market tonn by the later medieval penod.
nanky due oy mmportant role i e wool tade tUplon FS9R 170 A modet ol The
probable sequence of development and the exient of the medieval town of
S R A AL T PO R T TSN
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It 15 argued that the earhiest settlement was tocused on the high groand around St

Wolvernampion fiws Decn propused, ustig s
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Stady Aren Hes oubade the developad

The mdustrind deyve

soventeenth comiury many oF the (rndes which Saler b

srharston hopan Iaiehy sarky, apd by the mde

e M OOTTEng features of
icustey o the towr i the nincteemh ceatiry . such as buckic and tock manufacture,
were being carvied our {White and Wade 1997, 4y Wolverhampton was also starting
1o play an itmportant role i the distribugon ol raw materials required by indusiry.,
stich as iron, by the close of the seventeenth century { White and Wade 1997, 43

From the jater eighteenth century  and  ihrovghout  (he  aineleenth  contury
Wolverhampton became mereasingly indusinalised.  Large-scale mdustries, such as
iron production, became established on the sutskirts of the town, Withinn the town
ttseif many smaller-scale wdustrial processes. such as tock making and japanning,
became established,  The growing mdustriabisation of the town led to the infilling of
spaces  within cxuistung  street-blocks with small works, shoppings  {smail-scale
rectilinear workshops  oceupyimg  backplet arcasy and  back-to-back  housing to
accommodate these trades and theyr workers and fanulics from the middle of the
nineteenth century onwards, This process of iacreasingly dense buildig and
occupation within the own fed 1o the degeneration of many greus ol the town into
stums.  The housing amound Suiop Streer within the Study Aread was amongst the
worst siams within the town {Lpton 1998, 1081

The twentieth cenlury saw conunued expansion of the built-ap area covered by
Wolverhampion and lurge-seale redevelopments of the wwn centre arselt One
glement of the re-dovelopment was the elearance of shum arcas within the towrn,

including part of the Study Area. The wwn centre was also subject to larpe-scale
shopping developments in the 19305 and 19605 which have changed the face of the
arca completely. This acuvity bas maunly hy-oassed the Study Aren. Wolverhampton
also retaned an mdusisal claracter up to the reeessions of the fate 19705 and 1980s.
Most industrial setivioy, however, oy tow fooused on the many dusteial estates on
the vutskirts of the towis, rather than i the own centee proper,

7.4 Assessment of The Stedy Area
7.3 Archacology
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SMR N, 9937
Pt Sireet (nortiy sides

SME N, 9934

Worcestes Strech {west =1del, between swlop Street and Pitt Stregt
SMR No. 9935

Bennett's Fold, olf Salop Street

SMR No. 9930
Salop Street (south side)

SMR No. 6791

NGR SO 9121/9839

4-8 Salop Street.

Three-storeyed shop and residential properties. brick-built. of probable nincteenth-
century date. Placed on Local 1.st of Buildings of Interest

SMR No. 9932
NGR SO 9118/0831
Modern electricity sub-station. dated 1932, on north side of Pitt Street

SMR No. 8637

NGR SO 9119/9830

Archaeological evalualion on the site ol the Pitt Steet/School Street car park

carricd out by BUFAU in 1996, Showed survival of evidence for later post-medieval
industrial and building activity on the site {eighteenth to twenticth centuries). Also
showed that large arcas of the site had been levelled using imported materials

7.2 Map and Documentary Evidence

The evidence produced by maps of this arca has been combined with documentary
evidence tor this arca. including sources such as trade directories, the 1851 census and
fater historical works to build up a picture of ihe development and character of this
area from the close of the medieval period to the present day.

Isaac Taylor's map of Wolverhampton t1750) shows the Study Area as within the
south-westernmost portion ol the town's residenual area (Figure 3). There was
development along the fronts of Barn Street (modern Salon Strect), Worcester Streef,
and Brickhill Lane tmodern Pitt Streety. In 1730 there was no development along the
The row

it
Stody Aren represented by Schonl Street had not come mto exastenee by 1750

L T T T I o U T O I T T L VN SR (S weorvn s ancetbayan 4l
FECE DUCel (Caiita IO ALY T 1ok 1[1;![._;} uultTu;__:\..\ Wl WAL Lo

fre 1750 the development on the sonth side of Bapy Street was characierised by plots

with nuue butldiags wlong the Gontage and smatler out-buildings m the backplots,
The development on Brickhiil fane was sodar in character. The out-buildings
within these backplots were. however. shghtly lurger. The development along
Worcester sireel was dissiiiar and consisted o squarer, mwoie aeaviny doveloped

plots where the matn buildings were larger and not always orlentated on the street



frontage. At this date there was o alley ruminng from Brickhill Lane along the rear of
the Worcester Street backpiofs.  There were several piots and puwidings which are
ortentated on this alley rather than on any of the “main™ streets. The area between the
acvelopraent along Barn Strect, Worcester Sirect and Rrickhil! Lane frantages was, at
this date, undeveioped and was bisected diagonaily by a curving buundary. The land
to the north ot this boundary was divided imto nirrow strip plots, which appear 1o have
helonged to the buitdings on Barn Street.

Taylor's map ts the main source which has been used to establish the extent of (he
medieval town of Wolverhampton (c.g. Baker 1980, figure 2).  The absence of
recognisable burgage plots in the street-block that the Study Area fies within on this
map has been used to argue that this area 18 not one which was a residential part of the
medieval town (Baker 1980). 1t is known, however, that this area was lairly densely
occupicd by the later sixteenth century. as documents rom this period record that 104
dwellings and 30 hay stores on Bam Street were destroyved i a catastrophic fire in
1596 (White and Wade 1997, 111 There are also features on the Taylor map which
suggest that this area could have been occupicd by housing by the close of the
medieval period. Although the ares apparently lacks burpage plots on the 1750 map,
certain features ot the plot patlern visible on the map suggest that they might have
extsted. The plots along Salop Street. including their associated strip plots, are of a
similar length and width to the surviving burgage plots depicted on other streets on
the 1750 map. The length of the plows along Worcestler Street and the alley to the rear
of the street are also suggestive of an arca of burgage plols with a rear service lane.

The newer-style plot patterns visible in the Stady Area on the 1750 map probably
represent reconstruction of the arca following the devastating fires of 1590 and 1696
(White and Wade 1997 11). 1t is possible. therefore. that this arca lay within the area
of the medieval town o Wolverhampton.

The earliest surviving trade directory lor Wolverhampton dates 1o 1770 and, whilst it
15 impossible to isolale individual propertics within the Study Arca. it provides a
general picture of the character of the area. The majority of traders in the area were to
be artisans producing finished metal articles  including hinges. a variety of locks,
buckles, watch-chains and tovs. There were also a lew prolessionals resident within
the area, including a surveyor on Barn Streel.

The tithe map of Wolverhampton (1842) shows that the Study Arca had become more
developed. Two further alleys, laer to be called Brickkiln Creft and Bennett’s Fold,
and associated buildings have developed within the Study Arca by this date. Bam
Street had by this date assuemed it current name of Satop Steect and Rreickhil! Tane
had become known as Brickkiin street.

The Wolverhampton Heabh of Tovns man (18370 deniers coch nroperty i ths arey

ty a smdar scale and fevel of detml as that found on the 17360 first edivon Ordnance
Survey maps. Uinforimately onhy the map which covers the northern part of the
Study Area survives., This map includes o wealth o detaed. including the location and
number of privyics per property and the ecation of workshops, brew houses und inns,
The buildings within the Study Area werel at this date. quite mixed.  The buildings
aiong Salop Sucet wnd Worcester Slivet were dairhy darge Bouses. T buiddings

behind the frontages were chiractenised by o jumble ot small shoppings and back-to-

O



I courts wers fooused on Benneits Fold and

backs cramimed inte cournts, Nuny of t
Brickkiin Crofi. There are two s showie on e nap. a0 12 Salop Sheei was The
Angel, and at the junction of the Bennell's Fold alley and Brickkiin Croft was The

Roval Fxchange, The courts alse contitned several brow-houses,

The 1851 censuy pives a very good impression of the characier of most of the Study
Arca at this time, There s quite a clear distinction in the census returns between the
occupants of Salop Street and those of Brickkiln Croit and Bennett's Told, Some of
the houscs on Salop Strect were the homes of prolessionals, mcluding & solicitor’s
clterk. and pliers of more respeclable trades, mcluding grocers. a contectioner,
stationer, cotfee merchant and victualler. At least tour of the houscholds in this
section of Salop Street had a servant. This streteh ot Salop Street was also occupied
by artisans such as smiths. bricklayvers. lock makers and a brass-founder. The mean
number of occupants per dwelling on Salop Street was 4.7, The average is inereased,
however, by No. 5 which had nine occupants and possessed a number ol buildings at
its rear. The majority of the other properties in this stretch ol Salop Street had four-
six occupants. In Brickkiln Crott and Bennett's Fold most of the occupants. where
their profession s legible. were artisans, including lock makers. whitesmiths, joiners.
coopers and bricklayers, and labourers. The mean numbers of occupants per dwelling
in Brickkiln Croft was 5.1 and that for Bennett's Fold was 4.8, The numbers of
dwellings which have seven to ten occupants is highest in Brickkiln Croft. The
preceding figures seem low. but it must be borne in mind that there were at least 286
people living n 36 properties on Brickkiln Croti and 206 people living in 48
properties on Bennet's Fold, in contrast (o the 760 people tiving in the 18 properties
within the Study Area on Salop Street. Although the average number of  occupants
for the two arcas is simular 1t must be borne in mind that the $1z¢ of the properties n
Bennett's Fold and Brckkiln Croft was much smaller than the houses along Salop
Street. [t can be concluded that those living in the propertics on Salop Street were far
better off than thosc in the courts w their rear,

On the first edition Ordnance Survey maps of 1885 (Figures 4 and 3) little change
from the 18305 can be seen. The 1:5300 scale of the first cdivon Ordnance Survey
coverage of this arca (1885%) shows that the arcas behind the frontages of Salop Street
Worcester Street and Great Brickkiln Street had become even more densely built-up
wilh back-to-backs and shoppings (partially reproduced in Figure 53 The Angel inn
stifl occupied the same plot. the Royal Fxchange mn is not shown on this map, but
another inn. The King's Arms. was present on Great Brickkiln Street. Two works had
been established and are shown on the map. The Tondon Works. a un plate works, is
shown as a large irregularly-shaped building occupying the position of No. 11 Salop
Street and the area behind Nos. 7-10 Salop Street. The Great Brickkiln Street
Foundry was sttuated on the comer of Great Brichkiln Street and the Benpert's Fold
The Bonne

|

probahle service allev depicted on the Vv lor map (Fignre 4)
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Trade divectones from this perlod show that the Steds Arca was st occupied by a
mix of protessionals and tradesmen on Satop Strect and thut both Great Brickkidn
Street and Bennews Fold were oveupiod By srtisans prodocimy nuundy mclal goods.
The rade directories of this pertod have not yiclded any further information on either

1
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fattle further development had occurred in the Study Area by the fime of the third
adition Ordnance Sarvey map of 1919 (Fieure 63 The comimg of the tramways in
1900 caused Worcesier Street 1o be widened, This involved the re-fronting of Nos. 80
-~ 83 und the construction ol new commercial and restdential buildings ol a umiied
type at Nos. 68 — 78, At the junction of Brickkiln Croft and Bennet's Fold the back-
to-backs and shoppings that Jay 0 the north of this junction in the 18805 had been
cleared and a misston hall constructed 10 their place. A large |.-shaped building had
replaced some of the carlier structures to the rear of Worcester Street by this date; 1ts
function 1s unclear. The London Works buildings were partially demolished and its
site had become oceupied by rectilinear buildings. The site of (he Angel inn was still
a public house. The site of the King's Arms. however, is not designated as a public
house on this map. Number 4 Salop Street s designated as a club on this map.

Spennell’s Dircctory of 1922 shows that the club relerred to at No. 4 Salop Street on
the third edition map s the Municipal Wellare Cenwre for Children. Salop Street still
has a confectioner’s and a grocer’'s shop al this date. The strect was developing a
more industrial character. and an enamellers and plater’s company 1s listed at No. 5.
Brickkiln Croft was mainly occupied by privaie residents.  The majority ol the
occupants of Bennett's Fold were also private residents. The only [irms operating out
of Bennett's Fold at this date were Fo Thorneyerott & Co. (stamper’s and piercers).
Hugh Finlan (wronght iron manufacturer) and 1. Bailev (coal dealer).

The Ordnance Survey map of thiy drea of 1938 shows that the Study Arca had
assumed approximately its current morphology (Figure 73 The majority of butldings
in the strect block defimed by Salop Strect. Peel Street, Great Brickkiln Street and
Worcester Street had been demolished and the arca cleared. The cleared area had
apparently been levelled and equates to the arca currently in use as the School Street
and Pitt Street Car Park. A new street, an extension of School Street, had been cut
through the street hlock  The L-shaped building visible on the third edition map is
labelled on this map as an electro-plating, works.  The only other buildings which
remain in the Study Area at this date were along the frontages of Worcester Strect and
Salop Street. A new structure. an electric sub-station, had been constructed on CGreat
Brickkiln Street and equates to the structure recorded by the Black Country SMR as
No. 9932,

7.3 Ruildings Assessment: Nos. 7-12 Salop Street (by Malcolm Hislop)

Now Ttlanierhy Axlantis Fish Restauramn amd 8 datieriy Poaegdlive

This three-storey {reduced proportons (o the seeond Hoorh three-bay building of
circa 1800 15 built of red brick (Ilemesh bondi painted white o the tront. and has o
state raot. and o brek ottonidge stack 1o the rear (Phate 1)y There are two large
PO R | I . N PR - B I S O PO U T SNV A Y a1
E.W\.i!l!k,h!-"i,i:,i]il.ll)' STRHT TP (00 SRty v et diid o1 Uallilagy CHLTGNACE Wy 10 . Wil
a fascia over bearing the sign "W LACON & COLTD. The windows are 12-pane
glazing bar sashes with pauged brick heads and plain projecting =il Yo the rear of

the carriage enirance. the hntel 1s a reused umber (Plate 23 Probably o formier wail



plate. it retaing carpenters” marhs and @ serics of nowches tor housing raficrs, Above
ihe carrage entrance are two plocked windows oi ¢ 1850, the fower o wilh a brick
wedge lintel.  Also to the rear and o the west of the carniage entrance, is a
nincteenth-century extension on the wame alivnment os the main range. the roof
catshiding over it

In the yard to the rear 15 a twenlieth-century shed with corrugated won roof, and a
sleel girder projecung from the gable, apparently for a howst. The buildimg, then, was
evidently used for some minor industrial purpose.

Nos. 9-10 flatierly Mahaly)

Nos. 9-10 comprise a mid-10-late (wentieth-century shop with later alterations (Plate
3). This two-storey. two-bay building 1s built ot red brick. There is a large late
(wentieth-century shop front at ground level. boarded up at time of survey, and [irst
floor casement windows with tlat brick lintcls. A plain parapet steps up to the centre,

Na li

No.l7 displays a mid-to-late twentieth-century front towards the street; 1t s a two-
storey three-bay building. and 1s built ot'red brick. At ground level there 1s a carnage
entrance (o right. and a mid-twentieth-century shop tront to the Iefl. The property has
first floor casement windows with flat brick hntels and a plain brick parapet.

To the rear of this building is a long industrial range. aligned roughly north-south. that
formerly formed part of the London Works (tin plate) that appears on the 1™ edition of
the Ordnance Survey map of 1883 (Plates 4 and 5). 1t is a later nineteenth-century
brick (Flemish stretcher bond). threc-stovey (reduced proportions to second floor)
five-bay structure. with a single-storey lean-to extension towards the west.

The east and south walls and the lower part ot the west wall are bult in red brick, but
the bricks of the upper portions of the west wall, which are constructed of orange
bricks and appear to represent a reconstruction ot the range, are probably circa 1900,
Other alterations include large-scale patching and the insertion of large windows with
concrete hintels at pround storey level. The tirst Hoor windows have tlat brick lintels,
and the upper lights have segmental arches. Although most ot the original openings
survive, the windows themselves have been replaced in the wad-to-late twenticth
century,

Two further ranges extend eastwards from this hoildimg 1o make up the indusirisl
premises.  Fhe southernmost of these s butlt in red brick. and 2 straight joint between
thern suggests that thoy are of dittoront vonstrudion periods. 1t has o wan-1o roof
There three blocked openines ot cround Tevel in the south wall The seeond cross
ranpe 15 a mid-twentieth-century red brick osireteher hond)y bullding with vorrugaied
iwon voof cormed on g steel frame Inside B2g fater-hwenticth contury sange of brick
butlt. fat rooked offices.

Y



N 12 (Cupiiad Cookevs)

Formerly the Ange! inn, Noo 12 Salop Steeet s apparently of mid-lo-late nimeteenth
centery date, with considerable fater alieratens (Plale &30 10 s vonstrocied of ek
now ¢lad w cement rendering: and is rooled 1 slate. The main range 15 aligned with
Nalop Street, roughty east-west and there i o tniple pile vear wing, aligned roughly
north south. Yo the south is 2 later twenticth contury exiension. The bwo-storey,
three-bay, Salop Street front has large. late twentieth-century, plate glass shop
windows framed with plywood fascia panels ot similar date.  The large first floor
windows probably date from the tirst hall ol the twentieth century. At eaves level
there is a wide (probably plastery Iricze surmounted by a cavetto-moulded caves
cornice.

The rear elevation comprises three symmetrically-designed gables. Fach has a late
twentieth-century first floor window. apparently within the original openings, which
appears to have been scgmental-hcaded, and which retains plain. projecting stone
sills. Each of the two side elevations retaing what is probably an original fiest floor
window. These ure four-pane vertical sashes with horns. and they date from the mid-
lo-late nineteenth century. The late twentieth-century rear extension is a single-storcy
building with flat roof covered in roofing lell. An interior inspection revealed nothing
of interest at either ground or first floor level.

8.0 Results of Archaeological Monitoring

The desk-top agsessment of the land to be affected by the Market Square highlighted
the arca occupied by Nos, 7-12 Salop Strect and their associated backplots as being
most Tikely to contain archacological deposits.  The mapping evidence considered
above showed that the remainder of the development area had  been very densely
occupicd by buildings throughout the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries and. as
such, the survival of intact archaeological deposits in this area 15 unlikely.,  An
archacological evaluation ot the School Street car park in 1996 (Sterenberg 1996)
confirmed that no archacological deposits survive in this arca.  Only foundation
trenches which cut through the area previously occupicd by Nos. 7-12 Salop Street,
therefore. were monitored. The main foundation trench running between Salop Street
and Pitt Street had already been partially filled with concrete by the time it was
possible to carry out the archaeological monitoring. The top 1.2m of the trench was
still visible over the concrcte footings. so it would not have been possible, due to
safety concerns. to record any deposits which had lain below this level in detai!, The
foundation trenches weore approximately Tmowide and were approximately 2m deep

(1.2 m deep atter they had been partially conereted-ing.

Denusity were e od from the main toundation tronch betworn Nalop Streer and

Pt Qtreet. The carliog deoogit enconmercd was o Dnver of mydaiioht amnoes-hrown

siity clay (1004), This laver ovcurred ot T belew the madery pround surtace and
extended below the level ol the conerete {1.2m deep) and was flecked with charcoal
and with small picces ol grey and red material,  Phe nature of this prey and red
material is unclear, as the inclusions were very small, They may represent degraded
stonies or fragments ol brick/burnt ciay.  Lhe date of fayer L1004 15 unclear as no Tinds
were identified within i, The clay laver {1004) was overlain by @ laver of clean red

1}



sand {10033, This faver occurred at 6,75 beiow the modern pround surface. was
approximaiciy L.25m thick. and may represent seme leveiling activities in ihis area.
Alaver of mottled ovange sand (1G02) overlay the clean sand laver {10035, This laver
ocearred o1 B6%m below the mcdern ground sirfinse and was 010m ihul«. The sand
was flecked with chaccoal and contained mtequent smatt — mediwm sized homps of
red and brown clay. This layer was overlain by brown silty clay (1001). This clay
layer contaimed frequent pieces of huilding rihble incloding bricks and mortar. i
occurred at 0.50m below the modern ground level and was 0.15m thick.  The clay
layer (1001} was overlain by a layer of rubble contawned in o clayey matrix (1000).
The rubble laver was 0.5m thick and formed the uppermost laver across the site.

No evidence tor archaeological deposils or teatures relating to the medieval or early-
post-medicval periods was scen imany of the toundation trenches observed.

The watching brief identifted arcas of walling relating 10 two of the eighieenth and
nineteenth-century buildings which had previously stood in this area.  The first
comprised two sections of a wall, the remainder of which had been destroved by the
excavation of the trenches. [t was situated approximately 2.2m west of No.6 Salop
Street, and extended south trom the Salop Street frontage for approximately 9m. It
was buili ol red brick 9%47x 4%47x 244237 stood to a height of 0.6m below ground
level, and was two bricks thick (Le. 947 It must represent the foundations of the
demolished No.7 Salop Street. a building dated o eirce 1800 on architectural
grounds.

The second arca of interest was siluated approximately 16m scuth and 6m east of the
southeast corner of No.12 Salop Street. and was cvidently the remains of a cellar.
comprising the junction of the north and cast walls. and, slightly further 1o the south,
the end of another wall. aligned cast-west. These walls were construeted ot red brick
9l27x d¥x 2%4-2% in English Garden Wall bond., They were two bricks thick (944™).
There were buldings m this position by 1731, and this ccllar presumably served one
ol them.

9.9 Discussion
9.1 Archacology

The toreguing discussion ol the map and documentary evidence shows thot (his area
may have been occupied in the laler medieval period. The area was part of the town
itectt by the later sixieenth cemtury . The complex sequence ol develonment which the
study Area has seen - trom bung mamnly residential m character 1 the eighteenth
veniury to @ dease slam of back 10 backs i shoppiigs by ic stat of the twenticth
century — teorfies the arban develonment of much of Wolverhampron from the later

medieval period 1o the twentieth century

An overlay ol Tuylor's map and the fiest LJ. on Cirdoance Survey coverage of the

area shows that corlain parts of the Study Arca seem 1 have remained iree of butlding
activity since the eighteenth \,mlm_\_. !hes‘c areas logether with that currently
occupied Dy Noso 7 - 12 Salop Steel were coiaidured 1o Dooarcas of poteniiad

archacologieal survival, and that important evidence tor the poorly  understood



miedieval and carly postomedicval stages of Wolverhaupton s development may exist
as surviving, siands o archacology o ihiese wreas, Previous archacological wodk i
the area of the School Strect car park showed that archaeological survival over the
remainder of the development ares was wuntikely . The watching brief maintained on
the foundation trenchics for the Marker Square was targeted on the arca tormerly
occupicd by Nos. 7-12 Salop Street tor these reasons Vhe watching hiief failed to
dentify any such survival of archacological deposits relating 1o these periods in this
areq.

9.2 Standing Buildings

The inspection ol the standing buildings tronting onto Salop Street, and the recording
of foundation details during the archaeological monioring, revealed a sequence of
construction ranging from the end ol the eighlecenth century to the mid-twentieth
century. The building tvpes include a good quality town house of¢irea 1800 (Nos. 7-
8). a mid- to late nineteenth-century inn (No.12) or public house, later ninetecenth-
century industrial works (The London Works). and mid-twenticth-century  retail
premises (Nos.9-11). These buildings seem to retlect the changes that have occurred
in the area’s fortunes over the fast two hundred years.
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