


Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit
Project No. 915
Scptember 2002

The Manor, Hollycroft Crescent, Hinckley Leicestershire: |
An Archaeological Watching Brief

o Kdle Bam and Chdrlolte Nellson :-

R For ﬁ:rther mfm marmn please contact:’
Slmon Buteux, Tain Ferris or Alex Jones {Dxrcctors)
Blnmngham Uniiversity Field Archaeology Unit .,
L o '-The Umversuy of Birmingham
Tdgbaston " -
Bmmngham B15 2 IT
" Tel:. 0121 414-5513
- “Fax: 01214145516
}s Mall BUI< AU@bham ac. uk

W b, Address: http "mrww bufau, bham ac uk



The Manor, Hollycroft Crescent, Hinckley, L.eicestershire:
An Archacological Watching Brief.
2002
Contents
Page
Sufnmary 1
1.0 Introduction 1
2.0 Site Location and Description 1
3.0 Archaeological and Hi;torical Background 2
4.0 Aims 2
5.0 Method 2
.' 6.0 _. Results .. _ . ' o 3
70 Diseussion - . | 4
.'.8.0 .At.:kn.owledg_em_ents '_ - o | .. o 4
90 Referemces o I
= ) _:.-..:..':__Llst ofFlgureb |

. _ ::_:-Flﬂ 1 General q ite Locatlon

o .'Flg 2 The Area of Watchlng Brlef S

.. -'3_':_:Llst of Plates

;i:_:'_Plate 1 - Shot lookmg north—easl along foundahon trcnch

_f_.:Plate 2 South east facmg scctlon.of =f0undd110n trenc,h i T



The Manor, Hollyeroft Crescent, Hinckley, Leicestershire:
An Archaeological Watching Brief.
2002

Summary

An archaeological watching brief was carried out by Birmingham University Field
Archaeology Unit in 2002 at The Manor Public House off Hollycroft Crescent,
Hinckley, Leicestershire (NGR SP 4230 9440). The watching brief was underiaken on
behalf of Fairclough Homes Ltd, and was required by Leicestershire County Council
as part of an application for planning consent for a residential development. The site
had previously been the subject of a desk-based assessment (Watt 2001) and an
archaeological evaluation (Jones 2001), which indicated that the site was potentially
part of a rich prehistoric landscape. No archaeological features or artefacts were
Jfound during the watching brief.

1.0 Introduction

This report details the results of an archacological watching brief carried out by

- Birmingham Umiversity Field Archaeology Unit in 2002, on a site at the Manor Public

House, off Hollycreft Crescent, Hinckley, Leicestershire (Fig. 1). The watching brief

- was carried out on behalf of Fairclough Homes Ltd as part of a planning consent for
- the residential development of the site. Both a desktop assessment (Watt 2001) and an

archaeological evaluation (Jones 2001) were carried out prior to the start of the

development. The guidelines sct down in the Siandurd and Guidance for

Archaeological Watckmg Briefs (Tnstltute of Field Alch&&OlOgtStS 1999) were
followed. _ -

. The- site llcs w1thm an area that may potentzally provide evidence f01 prehtstonc. :_ .'
... activity and, although no specific features were 1dent1ﬁed dunng prev10us work
L prehtstonc artcfacts have becn recovcred from the 51te -

2.0 Site L'ocation and DEScfiption :

R The site is located off Holiyeroft Crescent about Ikm to the north—west of. Hmckley_' B
L town centre in the. south-west of. Lctcestcrshlre (SP 4230 9440). The sile (Fig.. 2) is R
__.:_:megular in_shape, bordered by Hollycroﬁ Crescent to the ‘south-west,. residential =~ %
"_.development and allotments to-the west; and. residential development to the northand o 00
00 east 1t is situated on an-area of high: ground Thc hlghcst pomt on the sne is 121m_.-' AR '

'_-Aoo slopmg downtothe south to114m AOD. L

B The solld geology compnbes __Tnabsw_ rocLs concealed by dﬂft deposxls 1nclud1ng;-

rthrand S ETOVS cformatlons and Mcrela Mudstonc The glac1

dnﬁ comprlses c]ays sand and grav ls.. The ‘post- glac1al dnﬁ includes First. River

Terrace dep051ts and: alluvmm Th____ riVer terrace dep051ts ‘comprise: c]ayey gravel With':
'nt5and Bunter quaItZJte pcbbles (British 'Gc"' ogical Survey 1990)




'__;'__35 0 Method

3.0 Archaeological and Historical Background

The desk-bascd assessment (Watt 2001) carried out prior to the to the evaluation gives
the detailed archaeological and historical background, and only a summary is
provided here. No evidence of prehistoric activity was found within the site itsclf. The
asscssment found that the site lies within a landscape rich m prehistoric activity,
including many finds of Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic and Bronze Age date and,

‘together with ils location on topographically and geologically favourable ground, it

was considcred that, although parts of the sitc have been disturbed, the potential for
the existence of buried remains of prehistoric date was relatively high.

The site is on an area of high ground, and this topographical advantage, together with
its geology of sand and gravcl, makes it similar to other local areas, particularly to the
south and west, where evidence of Palaeolithic activity has been discovered. The
gravel contains flint, making it rich in material for the manufacture of implements in
prehistoric times.

Evidence of Palaeolithic activily has been found closc to the site, near Hollycroft
Park, just to the south~cast of the site. Here a peat bed contained prehistoric oak and

- hirch, auroch hones, worked fhnt and a pot boiler. More auroch bones were found

near Granville Road less than 1km south of the site. Other finds dating from the

‘Palacolithic period have been found in surrounding villages and towns, including
- Burbage to the south-east, and the hamlet of Wykin to the north-weet thec;e finds _
o 'hdve 1ncluded hand-axes, scrapers and choppers.

o In 2001 an alc,hacolog]cal evaluation was underlaken of the development site (Jones

) .'2001) No significant archaeological features or dep051ts were located durning the

~evaluation. Evidence for the earliest activity at the site was demonstrated by the ﬁnds L
- of {lint artefacts compriging a blade fragment and two small multl-platfonn cores, -

o 'pmbabi; of earlv Neohthlc date : - '

o 4 0 Alms

- All be]ow ground works were to be momtored by BUFAU Th1s was to 111clude the :
. stripping of topsoﬂ the down cutting of existing levels and the excavations for both .
L '_:.:-foundatlons and services. All archasological fcatures and depOSIts revcalcd by the S
R contractors groundworks were 10 be recorded and: any artefacts to- be recovered in: AU '
-;"-order 1o assess the location, exlent date, character dnd condmon and 51gmﬁcance of AR TR
L __:.'-any survwmg archacolog1ca1 remains. .

' .:":-:The. dramage and foundatlon trenches we1e excavated Wlth a 360° mechamcal P P

stall 1411]:101'65 and stor_m _dramage All stratlgraphlc sequences Wer "'also to'be




recorded whether or not archaeology was present. This information was to be
supplemented with scale drawings, plans, sections and a photographic record. These
records comprise the site archive, which is stored at Birmingham University Field
Archaeology Unit.

6.0 Results (Plates 1 and 2)
Areal

The foundation trenches in this area were very shallow, the deepest being not more
than 1m deep. The shallowest part of the trenches was located along the north-cast
edge; these measured only 0.37m in depth. The earliest deposit seen in section was a
sand layer (1002) recorded at a depth of 0.10m below the modemn ground surface.
This was overlain by a dark brown silt-sand layer containing some rubble fragments
(1001). The latest deposit was the tarmac surface ol the car park (1000).

Throughout the complex of foundation trenches, the stratigraphic matrix remained the
same, although the depth of the frenches varied. With the exception of rubble
fragments, the layers seen in section contained no dateable finds. All of the layers

~seen during the excavation of the foundation trenches were seen to be modern.

Arlea 2

These trenches were located at the north-east end of the access road leading onto the |

 site, with Area 2 to the south-east. The trenches measured 8m i n length and 3m in
_-"WIdth and were excavated toa depth of 2 10m. o '

l'hc earhest deposd seen in the trenches was recorded at 0.3m. below the modem SRR
o --3-ground ‘surface and was composed of a browmsh orange clay—sand (2002). © - ¢
-7 Immediately above this layer was an dark brown sand-silt layer similar to (1001). Ina - -
N '_south»east facing section an electrical cable housed within plastlc casmg couldbeseen - .. -
" to cut through” thls layel and o - obhquely cross the trench No features of_-'. C
. "f-'_"f.archaeoloojcal mtercst were seen within thts area. - . S Gl -

o ﬁ.':_'_'AreaS--- -

A trench (Trench 1) was- located at the southernmost end of the access toad leadmg S

"+ . “onto site. The trench was 10m 10ng, 3m wide with a maximum depth of 0.5m.. The - -

= '_ f_'_:earhest deposit’ seen in this’ trench ‘was g sand .layer, ‘which lmmedlately underlay a0

"+ layer of brick rubble (3002). Above this layer was a shallow layer of hardcore (3001) ~ = i
* covered-by a-tarmac surface (3000). At the south-eastern end of the trench a partial =~~~

zAnother trench (Trench 2) measured 13m in length and 3111 in W1dth 1ts mammum'-nu

epth was.0.5m, This trench was located Immedlately 10 the north—east of Trench 1
He. strattgraphy'scen in ‘section was ‘th¢ ‘'same as that m Trench:
haeolog1 cal. 1nterest was seen w11:h1n thlS trench '

;' Nothingof .

j_.....hemncrbone pattern of bricks coild be seen in section bcneath (3001) This suggests. : .: R
- that prior tothe. mstallahon of the tarmac layer; the access to the site. had bcen of R
L -:_brlck paved Nothmg Wlth archaeologlcal potential Was seen w1thm th1s trench




i :Watt S 2001 The Manor Hollycroﬁ Crescent Hmckley, Lercestersh;re An

Trench 3 measured 91m in length, 1.50m in width, with a2 maximum depth of 1.80m.
The trench was located almost immediately parallel with the road fronting the site, to
the west of the sitc access. A built up area of garden at the frontage to the site was
removed prior to the excavation of the trench. The topsoil accounted for 0.3m of the
depth and the mixed root-disturbed subsoil for 0.85m; immediately below the subsoil
was a clean orange natural sand. A small amoeunt of root disturbance was seen at a
slightly increased depth, but nothing was seen in section to suggest the presence of
any archaeological features.

A series of foundation trenches was located near to the southem comer of the site.
The deepest sectionn measured 1.25m, in the far north-west comer of the foundation
tcench complex. This scction showed that the tree root disturbance, scen throughout
the trenches, reached at least 1m in depth. The trench width was 0.80m and the depth
ranged from 0.67m up to 1.25m. All of the sections observed showed fhe same
gencral siratigraphy, with a layer of root disturbed topsoil and subsoil overlying
orange sandy natural. Nothing of archaeological interest was observed during these
excavations.

7.0 Discussion

No features or deposits of archaeological interest were observed during the
groundworks in any part of the devclopment area monitored during the watching
- brief. Investigations into further groundworks were hindered by a pro onged period of

Zﬂoodlng and revealed no archaeolo glcal deposits or features
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