An Archacological Evaluation of the Former Raval Brierley Urvstal Works
Brierley Hill, Tredley, West Midlands
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1.2 Summary

D Judy 2007w archiue
hrlding recording ws o
Hill West Midlands iNGR ::t_) _r“);..\‘ ; {_3'_,' ;‘-_;.- H!I'H?}Il'.-.‘},_\'f?{_!.f.'? !__.-m' G
Unit (RUFAUL The work was commissioned by St Madhwen Developm

VEFRITY

prrpose of the project was (o assess the impact of proposals tavolving tie conversior
some of the lustoric grade [T lisied glassworks bwiddings o resi dential use and
d@mm’.ﬁn’on ';f ather fs'-’&' g im,'r:or'ff;rw suucnires, prior fo the consideration of planning and

The documentary assessment confirmed the date of construcrion as 1870, and identified
Sfour fater phases, the most recent of which was a major modernisution and expansion of
ihe factory premises that rook place in 1949 The recording and ancbvsis of the extant
siruciures confirmed that the greater part of the 15703 hmia‘m_gs survive, albeil in various
Stades of alferation. Amiongst the early memgq, the offices were Tdeniified, so o0 were
the original glasshouse and a second glusshouse that was added berween [884 and 1904
e cutting shop was recogaised, aswell as the former location of the engine house.

It is recommended that « more comprehensive assessment of the Royal Brier
be undertaken and thar further building recording work he corried out on se ]
of the glassworks that were Inacressible of the time of this survev. In addition, ihe air

dssage heneath ithe Jf wshowse vhowld be mvestivaied and some forvered iresohing of
=y & 2 v
helo Wi gr o _)I’c:LJH;‘.F'{f.S associaled with e g‘fa.ﬂxﬁ‘j’ifrﬂ?.{.f(‘f_-f.ﬂ: carricd onr

2.0 fntroduction

fn fuby 2002 an archacological cvaluabon consisiing of a desk-based assessment and
bulding recording was carned our on the former Roval Srerley Crystal works by
Birmingham University Picld Archacology Uit JOT St Modwen Developments Lid. The
purpose of the projoct was to assess the unpact of a proposal for parttal demolition of the
factory, and ‘Lhc conversion of part of the histone ojassworks bunidings 10 tesigenital use,
arior (0 consideration of plannine and !sted building consent apphcations,

The work was ca

]u'JLT oo 0 THE

Crouned C3UT "x?_' :"J' 3y The docwme

Srandards and L’_rmdww-:’ f’)r Archasoiogic



torical sipnificance of the
¢ lomakea bevel 3 record | RCHME éQQ'*.) _*hr historic o
s To assess the impact of proposed works on the historic glassworks buldings.
s Tomake Tovel 2 record (RCHME 1996) of the remaining builldings.

+  Toset the site in context {desk hased assessment).

«  Toidentify arsus of polential below-ground archacological significance.

s Tnoassess the ]

1 asaworks bus luJ‘.’I:.

-

5.0 Methods

An assesswont of docrmentary and cartographic sources was underlaken m order to sat
the site 1 context and o idenufy arcas of potentia! below ground archasological
significance related to the 18703 elassworks factory, This was camed owt at the Dudley

Records Office, and af the Ubrartes of the Paiversity of Bimingham,

n respect of ihe historic vlassworks buildings, exisiing plans and slevabons were 'th‘{l 8
4 basis on which 10 record structural phasing. A room data shect, simmanamg n

ossible construction date, conditon and sigmificance of walls, Deors, © ;
arr‘htect’urm or mdusinal fealures, wag completed {or ach room. Imccpsuhlf‘
meluding those obscured behind later fittings, were ajso wdentrficd on the drawings.
addinon, a 33mm format photesvaphic survey was undertaken of the buildings, 1
structural and archutcetaral details and mdustrial Oxrares and fttines

The development of the rest ol the works was also asscssed. Recording of the structures
was mainly achioved throngh photography and the commilation of textual nates.

6.0 Hictorical Backoround
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A zeries of enfries in e diary of Samuel Cox Williams show that by Av
fassworks kad been built, On 20 Aupust 1l was recordsd 1

J
[ I

set 11 laree and rwo smzll pote m the new fim 5 1 31 August some j:‘-,lﬂ-*-,ﬁ
making ‘commenced al the new h one chair’ and two others™. On 2
September the workers “Olled mne large and two small pots with metal and commenced
at the new place aitogether’, a.nd on 7 osepternber they Clet out the old [umace’

{Woodward 1970,

9}:4 53 waorks w

-

The carticst reprosentation of the factory is on the 17 edition of the Ordnance Survey map
of 1884 (Figure 3). By this time, the tane along the northeast boundary of the site had
become mors (h-_-;"'mcd:, ancd the new factorv hm'fd nos woere depicled for the frst fime
This map 15 angmented by a large-scale plan of the factory in the Royal Brierley Crystal
Archive {Figure 4), seomigly based on the 112500 Ordnance Survey map of 1884,
although it has heen anmotared “18817 probably crroncous!y, by a later hand.

The mest important of the butldings depicied in these two documents was a long range
aligned northeasi-southwest with the ralway, the southwest section of which projected
lowards the southeast. From 2ach end of thhs range two narow arms extended owards
the southeast. The northeustern arm was sat at ripht sneles o the man ranges, but the
southwestern armi was set obliguely, beme abgned aganst the rosd thar foliowead the
southwest boundary of the site A number of small annexes protruded rom the man
block. The lareest of thess was L-shaped and was attached (o the southhwest wall and
there was 2 small vard sssociaied with i, between the main block and the southwest arm.

The seuthcast swde of the works vard, thal was partally enclosod b.-);-' the ¢
described above, was defined by s m“muci Tl‘“
Manager’s house (Hfoneybourne) af the

SrrueuTes

sathen apex of the factory comph
House 1r‘n:110r.‘liat=3]_\_-“ to the northeast, and, farther to the northeast, the south rangs

m'u'th of' ['I';c ‘»-"\-*"-""‘n E-Iouf;c. Wik a qma’i] I'a-;‘t‘-t-’in C'u'i‘»'n" ‘k';uik‘l?i.l'lﬁ_ﬁ.
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and there was also o covered emrunce throneh the noithwestermn arin,
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By 1919, when the company recerved its first roval warrant, g new namrow range had
been built along the cast <ide of the yard, aliened with the road thai defines the northeast
boundary of the site (Figure 7). The Duke and Duchess of York visited the works 1

1925, and m the same year plans wors drawn up by the "'\’iLkie*m'ins‘u.er architects Gething
and Rolley (Roval Bricrley Crvstal Archive, Dudley Record Office) mr 4 sizcable
extonsion to the 1“101‘1"1 These drawings depiet the ’*\’1?1_1_:9\ buildings at the northern apex
of the site. T 1926 the company ook out its patent for Royal Brierley Crystal, and these

cxiensions wore pmhahh connceted with this event 1n the company’s msiory, il was
dmmg the 1930s that Roval Brierley Crystal was adopted as the company’s tradename,

An aenal photoeraph of 1946 i the Roval Brierle
{2ffice) shows that the two glasshouses, the chimney of the
enirance through the northeast arm remained in use. However
southwest arm had been replaced by a new structure. Anonymo‘us p'lan ot
(Roval Brierley Crystal Archive Dudley Record Office), drafied about the same ?’n
and which are annotaled with the functions of the various areas, show that this now
bwiding was another glasshouse.

In 1949 the factory was romodelled and up-to-date equipment mstalled (Woodwand
1970Y, An acnal photo taken circa 1950, demonstrates thar the work included larce
addttions within the former factory yard to the rear of the prenuses, the faking down of
the roofs and Gumaces of ’}n, Wo e 11;
houae and 1ts chn

s#mu*\eﬁ,. and the dome 111T'ml of ﬂv LN

oly
giheadst end of the sovthwes)
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demobshed fater. Ceruanly, by i&.}t!_n ‘.'\'}1611 ull‘ roplan of the

nrepared by the Brierley Hll arehiteets _'f'ezm:l‘;ss__ Homer and Dvneh { WYL WaAE no
fonver exand,
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’}T L‘? one of the

e anneye that nrogceted rom the o : :
southeast wall survives, mcorpordled
of 1E¥4-1901

disappearcd, Thous

northwest wall of 9. The sccond olasshar

of 1805 1219, the additions of the
The factory buildings of 1870-84 were built of red brick Tawd i r‘-'t't'{’“-’sl‘] qardcn wall hond
with blue brick hc,adctl courses and dressmes and hipped plam tle voots. They are mostly
two stones lugh and have dennlled brick caves courses (Plate 3). \-’\-1[;c10\>~-., ars small-
cast-iront bghte beneath sermi-circular heads {Plate 4) v-'?fh chamferad
surounds 1o the extenor. and rounded swrounds to the interior, The 19%-cen: ty office
doors are G-panclled, with ogec-moulded archifra (T 19ay and ficlded pancls
within ovolo-moulded swrounds.  Ongozl skitng have a simple beaded
moutidiing {Figure Tb)

Generally, the quality of the later alterations fo the exterior is high. Openings were not
simply blocked, but the surrounds were skilfully rehuilt in order 1o bond the brickwork of
the blocking with that of the surrounding walls.  Simnlarly, where windows have been
replaced, considerable effort has been oxpended in blending them into the older fabre.
Here 1t shouid be noted that the carbicst huitdings oxvored 2 considerable infinence on the

character of later addinons and aiterabons. Replacement windows wers, 1 mMany Cases,
grven chamrfered brick silts and jambs; this practice may have ol U!i"l.él'[(_",d 1 the widonng
cf existing openings, whereby one of the original jambs was retained, whilst the new one
wag butll i a maching style {(Plate 5). The dertilled saves courses thal are characteristic
of the 1870s buildmgs, were also used in the additions of 1884-1903 and of 191 ‘?—35
Conscrvatrve budding practices account for the former, but the latter appesr lo be the
result of delberate archasm o which aspects of the earlier stvle were renroduced in
ovder 0 blond \*’!T]" the older bulldings (see below . Nevertheless, there are \omja ble
differances between the details of the otiginal structures wnd those of the 20™-century.
Fil 51 sh hond tonds {0 have been '..'s:-'—'d vather than knghsh oarden wall bond.
“r"ﬂut“fT nmdn\ s are generally b are- D':'ﬁdl:{_. with conerete linlels (Plate

1
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All the 107 A:muy ficst-foor window openings survive,

137t ! wn}df wohays,
the .0111 to the right (southwest) retaming thewr origmal frames, though the others contain

mid-20" —CLer} wooden frames. The g OLD](‘ storey windows have been replaced by
laree mid 207 -contury metal-ramed windows with chamfered-heck sills and concrete
lintels.

Attached to the right (southwest) of this block is a s ng]c—q‘mrf*-'\f, f-bay ranee with mid-
et : +3nt
207 -century windows, and, 1o the far rivht, 2 larpe roller-shutter enrance. Bevond this

ranges to the right s a 232 storey, 4-bay pabled wine (Plate 7). ")n‘i\-‘ the ground storey
appears 10 be original, however. At this level the bricks are latd in English garden wall
bond like the rest of the 19™-centurv buildings, though there are luroe areas of
disturbance, meluding the insertion of several windows. Between the ground and first-
floor windows, there i an offgel, ahove which the bricks are laid in Erelish hond,
apparently o later phase. Above the first floor windows the !“\rjd-'v\-'oz‘k changes again to
Fiemish stretcher bond, Al the windows of this wing are mid-20™ century with concrete
britels; the first-floor windows are under a conlinuous concrete-f :u..c:d hintel.

— . L o ~ 4+ 4 th . . ' s

The three telt hand (mortheast) bays of this 197 -century front are obscured af cround level

by a single-storey, 8-bay, [latroafed, 20M-century structure that extends {o the northeast,
4+ b . - . . - i

beyond the 19 -century buildings, m front of the 19205 additions

The Northeas: (Frond) Slevaiion (G

Tie hwldings of 1870-1584 compnised a long Z-slorey range, roofed in three :,r‘L[]UDS
The 1 Fl nand (%Olgﬂu,asa} Seetion 18 on bavs in leneth and almost all s crign
5 At the feft-hand end s & mid-20"-century hal f 5’1 wed door

J"‘LL\\ otk around the right-hand jun 1‘") and ghove -thc liniel ha‘.s
f1-hand 1amb a2

ore Srom the st

r;\

zars 10 he

arent! W G entrunees L

".--]. and side of the faue i_s ohs M sandsions
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P9 —ceniun
operings contaming 247 -century casemenis
addimons consy |

o vard by the

g E'rl fronit ol o1,

157546 (Gesemibe

Sowtheast (F witon (FPigure 19)

The 19"-century southeast clevation originally fronted the factory vard, though ot
pround-storey fevel it 1s now an intomal clovation, What survives of the enginal front is a
single-slorey range to the left (southwesty, and then the main 2-storsy block with {(from
fefl 1o night) a boldly projecting -i—hay-’ ving, the mun 3-bay range, and then the
projeciing northeast wing,

At g‘i‘()ll.i'](i-SIOI’t?"\-’ i&\-‘"‘.-l extensive aress of the labric have been destroyved by the insertion

f large rid- 20" contar v openings, and al Orst-foor level all the ougpal window
openings have been replaced by 1111d—;T.fj’t”—c:-f*n‘-;llr\-" casenients with concrete linlels, apar?
from one 1 the maip range, also contanune a mud-20"-cenfury casement. Some of these

ﬁlacun[nf windows 1cpreacnl widenings of orginal openings in each of which 2 single
]k) —*emmv amb survives, The fornerly blind end of the Northeast Wing has, at ground
fevel, a mid 20 -century h-mc alazed door
T h h‘*uk\wrk has been rebuill ahove and (o the rioht of the inseried openings. At firat-

and windoaw under a common canceeic Harel

iivin

floor level blockod jo1st holes can be seen, confirming the map evidencs that shows this
i¢ continuing to the houndary of the site

from VR84 onwards,

Apart from the dentilled eaves cowse, no other orgmal architectural features sorvive on
thus fromt, thoush a few can be discerned from the inferior. One of these is 4 blocked
round-headed opening, probabty 2 wind oW, that can new bo seen from & staircase wilhin
the Southwest Wing (Plate 9). This deiail doces not relate to the present Orsi-floor leved,
which cuts across 1. Twao mare windows at this Jovel have heon rdentified in the single-

storey glagshouse o the feft (southwest) where thoy scom 10 have “3LT»\,\.{L as L,I**csiurt‘_'-.-

itghting. Two areas of what are probably onginal walling have survs

level. One of these, beloneing o the Southwest \\ in2, contams a
hreaks, whicl i

appear o deline two reclangular opes

'}H, UpDOrmost L"‘”'“"‘L“ ig present on the mmomor ¢

E Tii':[.i Wl 1']4‘ forms ihe northwest w oo Toont. 41 s

wrently obscursd on anes side by olaster, and on the other by Hme

diamond ouitng




v [emesiralion survives at oo

N e
s ThOC Ve B Alins

. twdiinl FOITEALR, AV
b IR N T e
PO TR DY
A the rieht-fand o sourheast

contintoits 4! "_E‘O'Lli'ld storay

FRR. TNPIS TSNS
u'-,_-.a g0 that hev now

level, ”mmsh ihe

: . -cemluyy Opcni:;gs. }!’1
seciion, the arsa directly opposite lc carriage entrancs in Thr; northeast front 1g blind and
shows no (tace of an opposing galowsy l"OL'EC"h 1s foermer existoncs 15 not in doubt.
Apart from the maps which depict a cov ~rc‘d enfrance m this position, it appears quits
cloarly in the photograph of 19110 Remoeval of the hme wash may re i '
blocking. There are two mad-to-late 20 th —ceniury mserted doorw -ws‘ int

At first-floor level, =iy onginal windows survive in the rmLi -h md {5 lthc ast) sect
well 48 the vestiges of "wo othess which have had laie :
-CEntUryY h:«;‘f—_ﬂ‘-azr—-u door, \:\-1“’1 a congrate imI.t,.fl?

mte them.  There s also a nid-20
perhaps nsertad nte a former window opening mand one bhind bay, the sccond from the
lefi. The ceniral section of the range retains only two 19 -centur _\,- windows m the two
rghi-hand hays, the rest of the building boing fenestrated with casements under conerete
lintels. These scem o P ave been m axesicnce by 1911 1o judge from the phiofograph of
that date,

il

The Northeast (Rear) Flevation {(Figuse 17, Plate 1)

This 15 the wing at the soothwes! end of the main norihwest sange. Ui oo b‘ wies mn

it and four window baye in width, Al sround leve!

13 an =arly 1o mid-20"-century
deorway 1o the lefl, or southeast and iwo wmdows of similar date 1o the right, or
notthwest, Al _l“.:l\“‘ LJO‘-'LC-I"E-L& ?in‘c‘.qﬁ % )l the doorway and the righi-hend window both
appear o at . Both have chamfered jambs. znd those of
the window are ro-\m_u;d o i_hc ‘-.mldg. ;[ 15 possible that they represent widenings of
(:'FnimI mr-nirw‘“- At frsi-floor level are two biocked 19"- —ceniory windows

etween tham the wallh

; 1%
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The Nowrpooor nfc? oo

[ J L

Tho southeast s inopow dnvided into ope 1& '.hr'cc sryail

(_LB-i-\J roomts by a numher of nﬂrt'i*“ﬁn walls, though on -~ formed w
single spuace, and was |’}|0han v the fitting shop. ‘rwt from I"n— 19" r‘n‘-u-\- x-s-=1'wio\>~-'s L0

the northeeast and the 10%.cons tary window openings to the sowhwes!, now opened out
inte an arcade, there are no original architectural featres surviving, At the northwest end
P [|1

of the ssction, and entered from the former factory vard fo the souibwesl via a 19
century doorway, 18 a slaircase fhat ascends to the first floor

The central section now forms a single room (LE2) but may engnally have been divided
into two by a cross wall ov the northwest side o the camageway that the maps suggest
led from the gateway in the northeast wall to the factory yard, There were also pedestn
entrances 1 the northeast and southwest walls, The northwest section of the ranpe
comprises a single room (LIE3). [t is entercd from the rear yard, Thers 15 4 staircase
agamst he southeast wall a nd'nu o the first floor. There s no indication as 1o the
former funciton of this room.

Northeast Wing First Floor (Fipure 12

SGOES Trom
the rear vard (o a first-floor landime. From the landing there 1s access (o the central and

The slairease 2t the northwest end of the southeast scetion of the ranoe vave o

& block archurave stons (Fieure
10a). The door on the southeast side of the landing has besn replaced, bul the one on the
northwest aide 1s ongingl At first-floor level, the southeast section of the wing apnears
to have formed a single room (LB 0 & LB10)Y, apparently a warchouse. Most of “the ot
century fenestration survives on both sides of the building, but there are no VhJ onginal
Tcmumf Une of the southwest windows has been converted into a doorway during the
mid-20" century to give access o the roof of the adjacent buildines. A mid-207 century
partition now divides the area, and nie this a door of [873-84 has been resst. At the
JJU].L..,Libl end of the room is 2 mural pamung of 1949 on romoy Jblc ‘,Jdnu\
[Deanne Meanley, a former slass designer at the works (Woodward 18

southcast sectrons via onginal doorways with distiineti

esivned by

"'L

ik fsndmye 1w the coentral see ied 10 small recta ,I.ll';;l‘ soenm
(LRI l Tatterly a dining rpom, with a chinney breast containing o blag reprlacs an
the morthnwest wall,  The widows are origmal, and the I

skarting board. Thore 13 a blocked docrway in the northwes
e

owull thers s

the Juju Ll 118 YO0 n. Lo T the southis

aodrd oo, awas anomaly ontored

e ated with the b
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Lf_l;_.' 1I"l_‘-\’\ .J\ <'11t la(' b ,uU‘l' 'J]"

hie ¢oand door e ERIZ, and the o
Bogel thot i :

doorway

o e s

foa

all communicales watly |

4 IR TWO oitices, ‘-:roii‘; o un be entered cgpa
} via inserizd doorwayvs, but It was originally 4 single 1o

toinal skirting survives, bual the former fireplace by th 10.‘ﬂm ostwall has
heert biocked., Within the alcove 1o the left, or east, of the u;lu:'rmc}-' 'r‘rreas;t 1St oriel
panalliod cuphoard, Above it a sale has been insorted.

The noethwiest section of the northeast range s now divided 1mo a2 seres of of
was originatly cccupied by a single room. It is now entzred from the stan

through an carlv to mid-207 century door, but when butlt the roem was probably open 1o

the “tfjir‘ and probably functioned as a workshop of some kind. There 1§ beaded slarting
of 19" contury character around some of the room, though i1 18 possible that it has bee:

reset. The roof is *)upp()l‘?f*-d Ot lc.ing---;)os[ russes and large roof gl
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oribwest Range Ground Storev (Figure 1)
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At ground tevel the northwest range appears to have heen divided longitudinally into two
aress. There is no surviving evidence fo suggest that the norths
supdivided, but 1t 1 probable that the southeast secuon was 'h\ zd(‘d MG TWO rooms hy A
centrally piaced transverse wall; belore 1925 the ground storey of the range contained a
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warehouse and the fating room. The two main scchons of the panee were it
respectively from the northwest and southeast [t must be assumed that the southeast

slevation conlaned ¢n almost continuous rovw ol windows at this Tovel, and *his seems o

he confirmed by the photo of 1911 Remnants of some of THese openings may survive i
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S ag val !un;xplomd Fraoment of waliing that forms the notthasst wall of the former
dianiond cutting room.
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‘The Weigh House is attached to Honevbourne by a brick wall, and, bike Honzvbourne, ts
construcied of red brick lawd in Flemish bond, with blue biick dressings. [t appears 1o bo

of the same buoild, though if now has a hipped concrete tile roof. Facing northeast, it s
Z-storcy, 2-bay structure with dentilled zaves course.  The windows, like those of
factory bave semi-circular aches and contain small-pane cast won hghis; the doorweay, o
the right, has 4 segmental head. Al ground level) the intertor appeuars (o have been
“O'lﬂn‘actch-' 'rf‘n'\.odf;l el to -’-Lcccn"rm:oddl favatorn ;

5. Liven (he stajrcase has bes
$o that it now outs across an onamnal window. The upner storey,
n 1s os‘lg,mal' siate. Ftconsists of a single room wil.h a Nng-post roof
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8.4 The South Range (Plate 25)
Sifuated avainst the southern Houﬂ(‘a}\ OT the site, the south range s & single-storey brick
building with stightly ratsed caves level, corrugated ron roof and ‘1
the rear. s aligncd northeast ‘“ﬂuthvf‘(ﬂ:t and faces northwest.

headed rﬁoor 1o the rieht, full herelt doublc doors 1o the contre, and hal
feil. fo the southwest znd is a blocked semi-cir
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ick LA’HITI"‘.C“J 2tACHS 10

il
Tt

here 1S @ anomeptale

zad door o
1946 this

0 The Luter Addinions
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-8 hun._lmg.x {Plate Ar uround 1-\ vel the nuht and centre
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bavs contain blocked openmgs. A round-headad arch survives of the {onmer mor* er

and 1n the sty'lc of the 18

with a brick z1ll clese 1o ground tevel. The other opening was of similar herg alate
'20“"--@:;‘111111"\-' window now occupies its position.  Three onginal window openings swrvive
at first-Hoor level; the [oft hand one retsns 1ts 15}]'1.]—06111‘;11')-’ stvie small panc wing
ram c:E bt the othors comein 20" -century Casemem&;. The principal feature of the main

'ie a now-shaped portico to the fell The recessod dooreray 1s fanke ;
spla}fcd stucen prlasters with moulded caprials. w h h support a stuccoe entablatwre and
narapet, with .';uaofi stylised kevstone withm the feze above the dooraay, Tt cxtends
around the feft and comer af the tnlding at an oblique angle, fram where 1t 15 continued
as a 2-storev flat-rocind building that provides a 1‘1]1( with the 16* -contury range. A lafer
20™-century single-storey cxtension has been built in front of i, and the zable end of the
main buitdine. The latter retains a round-headed wandow to the first floor, and fwo

CIrs U padi O Ll l i

F

P! i
HOCATEnIEIE.

> have smatl-nange, fixed lig

POrtico i daied 1920 (Plale 293 The
northwest clevation of the mam butlding hzas hlocksd round-headed first floor windows
and blocked crrcular ocub at attic level
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Howe
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cor, this too was maccessibic ot the toe of the survey, Neither of 1

s faciory was o some extent a madium

ront, the most architeciurally
__ 10 or dr‘
CconVey an pmpression of sohdil\,-*_ DrOSPETITY, zmd, *.i.u‘ougn
symmetrical fenesiration, order {
century soc:

implicitly, respectabiiity), al
aspired to, However, 1t would have been clear 1o any Victorian
busimessmun that prachicality had not been compronused by outward disp':
m rool imey and butiding size proclaimed that form was determined
the most

Yo Variations
P Tuneiion. w’iﬂi‘lf:t
nortant and pmpressive element n this font, the classhouse,  would have
provided an unequivocal statement of the nature of the business,

The extensions of 1925 contiming the showroom. are proi associated G
rencwed ariempt at scHpromotnton that wus 1n1&‘nded (o convey a U_if"i\ T messaes 104
ditierent pl'-_?ﬂn'- The and hints

(m the other
Asposion of mwn building, an stement of theatricality and vital

aiod e

ab the company's long radiion of cralis

apbmp hand,

s mtpated directly onposite the tzctory

-1
10; WL

inoan atlempt o

s

the 1Y CC“"LI‘_‘-.-’ nul{l

OO O

-
\.““3

“nDIaY




swarke Impant Akesment

SESIIETES (4T

-t factory

contury ous

.
Ty ke l')\‘.:
RSB IA S i T‘

sunugual fo mesit s hioh de addition, muach

J T
Plimilel L

St

l«

Al ant impact of the proposed development will he the demolinon of the
pro-1854 structures hal suevive o the sowhwest of the sowthwest wing, the most

wportant ol these being the orrgmal glasshonse,

The effcer will not be F:arzia‘nl'-‘ ely scrious from an acsthelic of view, because the
buil dmm i?.'_'l uestion have himted arclitectural merit,
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ow onigmnal features appear to survive, The most significant

_._msI'}OL o, namely, its nyramidal roof and conical furnace vert, have been
_'_s now fornt a rather untidy adiunct to the two-storey murm block
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congentrated on photographs and bwidging nlans, i 8 howevar, posabie that fuither
- -

informanon ahout the development of the works mav be forthcomimg from lextual

documente. Those that were sammnled tended o nltv‘*m the 12702 hwmildip as, and it accms

reasonable 1o suppose that thore may @lso b later documents that w oeld have o bearing

for a more detatled docone
assessnent which \-\ftat.‘:!d result inoa more complets endersianding of the
compiex.

on the existing struetures.  There is thorefore potent

i
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There are vanous areas of the 1870s fabric that could not be mvestigaied thoroughly
owing fo later cladding such as plaster and lime wash,  RBefore these areas could be
rocovded i full it would be necessary o sofl strip them. Of particular importance in this
respect 1s *ht, onginal glass house which it is not inlended to relain,
then, that removal of the covennes from the glass house walls and further recording work
hould be undertaken prior to demoliion. Monitonng of the rest of the 1870s bnldings
should also be undertaken during or alter the soft strip.

[ 18 recommended,

Another part of the original complex that was inaccessible at the time of the survey was
the tunnel or “cave’ that runs bencath the origingl elass house.  Investigation of this
el would no doubt throw further ght on the clopment of ’f‘}r“ ta
greater understanding of the two chimeeys on the southeast side of the complex, A
further recommendation, then, 1s that the Tuangl and ans ment rooms connceted with
i1 are nvestigaled and recorded. In addition, #1 may be necessary to have o targeted
programme of archaeological trial frenching in sensitive arcas. This could be co-ordinared
with other geotechnical or ground-testing work.
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Plate 173
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