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Land off Riversfield Drive, Rocester, Staffordshire: 
An Archaeological Watching Brief 2002 

Summary 

An archaeological watching brief was maintained on an area of land off Riversfield Drive 
on the southern fringe of the village ofRocester, Staffordshire, during the construction of a 
new housing development (centred on NGR SK 1 082739065). Birmingham University 
Field Archaeology Unit was commissioned to undertake this work by Henry Boot Homes 
Ltd, with the fieldwork being carried out between May 2002 and July 2002. Previous 
archaeological work on this site had failed to identify any archaeological remains and the 
objective of this watching brief was to clarify whether or not the Roman settlement at 
Rocester extended into this area. 

The watching brief was maintained on the topsoil strip and during ground works for the 
construction of house foundations and the laying of services. Observations in the initial 
stages of the watching brief indicated that the depth of alluvial deposits over the southern 
half of the site were such that any groundworks conducted in this area would not disturb any 
archaeological remains sealed beneath these deposits. In addition, some years earlier a large 
pit had been excavated in the south-east quadrant of the site, cutting into the natural layer of 
river gravels. This had been backfilled with spoil generated during the construction of 
houses along the eastern edge of the site, at that time. As a result of this disturbance and the 
depth of alluvial deposits, further archaeological monitoring was confined to the northern 
half of the site. 

Foundation and service trenches in the reduced area were duly inspected, but no 
archaeological deposits or features were identified. Finds were generally limited to sparse 
scatters of pottery and worked-flints in the topsoil, and in some of the subsoil layers. 

1.0 Introduction (Figs. 1 and 2) 

Staffordshire County Council granted planning permission for the construction of a new 
housing development on land off Riversfield Drive, on the south-western fringe of the 
village ofRocester, Staffordshire (centred on NGR SK 1082739065). The site lies adjacent 
to known Roman Forts (Staffordshire SMR 1803) and was subjected to an archaeological 
evaluation by Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit (BUF AU) in 1998 (Nichol 
1998). The evaluation (trial trenching) of the area failed to reveal any in situ archaeological 
features or deposits. 

Staffordshire County Council stipulated that an archaeological watching brief be carried out 
during groundworks associated with the new housing development. The contractors, Henry 
Boot Homes Ltd, duly commissioned BUF AU to undertake the monitoring operation. An 
archaeologist made scheduled visits to the site over a period of time extending from May 
2002 to July 2002, inclusive. 
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