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An Archaeological Wartching Brief, 2602,

10 Summary

A watelung bsiet was carried ond on land wdjocens o Furnborongh Road, Casile Vale,
Birmingham (centred on NGR NP 140903) (n Juby 2002 by Rirmingham University
Field Archaeofogy Unit. The work was commissioned by Lovell Partnerships Lid on
behualf of Castle Vale Housing Action Trust. The development arev was formerty ihe
site of six fower blocks, foorball pitches wid public open spuce. The developnieiit
occupled the site of the former Berwood Hall and moat (Birminglam SMR 02931}
and was the subject of irial trenching by Birmingham Universitv Freld Archaeology
Unit (Roberts 1997). No evidence of the hall or moat were recorded, possibly due to
modern disturbance und the depth of recent deposirs.

The remaval of topsoil did not reveal any in sitn archaeology. Excavation of service
irenches did not reveal anv remuaing associated with the hall and mout. Potiery sherds
were recovered from a laver of made ground that immedialely overlay natural
allwvial deposits ar a depth of two metres. These artefucis were duted 1o the 19"
century.

2.0 Introduction

The report describes the results of an archaeological watching brief undortaken during
the re-development of land adjacent to Faumborough Road, Custle Vale, Birmingham
(centred on NGRS 146909; Figo [y Castle Vale Housing Action Trust had
proposed the construction of 213 houses, 36 flats and 22 bungalows (Planning
Apphcatton N/G3851/00/Fuly on the land to the south ol Farnborough Roead The
northern half of the area was formerly the sile of six lower blocks, whilst the
remaining area was public open space and football pitches. On various occasions
during 1994, 1997, 1998 and 1999, the ground conditions across the sile were tested
by excavating trnal pits andior geo-techmical works. All of the exploratory holes
revealed that beneath the topsoil lay made ground. of depths between 6 and 1.5m
{Geotech Devs 19993,

An archacological evaluation i 1996 by Birmmgeham University Freld Archacology
Lmt (Roberts 1997) was undertaken to tocate the remams of Borwood Hall and moat
{Birmiungham SMR 029515 Fig, 23 Three tnal-trenches were excavated and 1t was
established that nothing of archacological interest was evident (o a depth of 2m below
the modern ground sarface

The planmnge permission was granted wath the vegirement for an archaeologicnt
wanCiuny Doeh i e dece 0 i i ad moal The Wi wus culiindssioned by
Lovell Partnerships Lad on behalt of Castic vale Housig Action drust and
undertaken by BUPALD Groundworks wore monmored by oo saitably  qualified

and the excavation of service trenches

arehacalooisr an May 15 377 30" June 10" and 1Y 2007 durino Tmaon] Stripning
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Serwood Hall and the adjacent moat were
developineit arca, cload o Farmborough Road.
belween two of the tower bloeks, named Lysander House and Argosy Uoum
This suggests that the moal was localed lo the nort
TTouse and Comet House

2
of the hatl, berween Ar;_;ony

4.0 Site History

A '“i*\-"iew of the site’s history 15 contained within BUF AL Reponr Noo 454 (Roberts
1997}, Geolechmesl D“‘-‘@‘U*‘;l‘l"u“l“is {UK) 1td undertock 2 borchols study of the site
(Rep(}rlu FI3TR/BO2. and TIATE/RUDY. Its tustorical develapment may be sununarised
as follows,

Berwood 15 first mosttioned in the reign of Henry I {circs 1160}, when Sir Hugh de
Arden begueathed the manor and a hermitage 1o the canons of Leicesier Abbey, A
chapel at riam ood Hall s menuoned iy the 131 century, but 1t gpparentiy lell miwo

P56 contary. A survey at thal tine reters o balde i
v old house standing ouiside of the moat.
toand the baildin

o A eyl

Sl
) ¥ b
[ R ) LN R

dIsuse |
and desent
1540 the proy
w fallinto disrepare I"‘":wm 1 El. I wis profabily located ouiside the minal, possibly o
the scuth, where Berwood Hall Farm s shown on the Orduance Swvey 257 map
published in 1887, This map also shows three sides of the moat o be extun? at that
tme. Additionatly, a map inc]udcd i the 1730 edilion of Dugdale’s Antguitice of

Warwickshire zhows Berwood Hall, (V. CH 1947 [rontispieee).

By the 18807, u rathway hine had been Lad the southern cdeo of the site and
some 20 years later ihe arex fell within the booundary of & sewage famm, run by
Rirmingham Tame & Rea Distriel Dramage Roard, Benween 1877 and 1901 the man
method of disposal of the reated sewage involved smigation onto the surrounding
land. Duoring this peniod, it appears thal the course of Plant’s Brook was arnlictally

watinetled throush sart of the site.
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5.0 Methodology

The removal of lopsoil and the excavation of service trenches was carricd out by &
mechanical excavalor [tted with ditching buckets. An archacologist atteoded the site
between May and June 2002 durmg groundworks. Despite the sides of some of the
trenches being partially obscured by shoring, it was possible o provide a foll
stratigraphic vecord,

The waiching bnel wag undertaken in compliance with the condinions of the Writlen
Scheme of Investigation (BUTAL 20013 7 sine archacolopy was hand cleaned and
described on pre-printed pro-forme record cands for features and contexts. fhese
written: records wore supplemented by section drawings and plans {1:20 or 1150, as
appropriate, and nmouochrome’ colour print photography. ‘\f}lf-’l’-—‘ archacologie:
[eaturcs wore abscnt, stratigraphic seguences of the soil lavers was recorded. Au
artcfacts, recovered from strabified contexis and spoil heaps were \&-‘fl%’f\ed and marked,
and forrm part of the site archive. Project records form parl of the site archive, at
prescnt E-\:.-Id at BLFALL

6.0 Resuelts
Nuriheast-souihwest alisned services, frenches !

These wore excavated o 2 maximum depth of

fand 5 (Fig 25

dm and conlamed the boreholo
results that much of the subsoil stratigraohy consisted of made-ground. The deepest
deposits comprised heterogencous mixtures of grave!l (pobblesy and wls wath
occastonal dark siity agh that viclded no datbing evidenee. This was overlain by lavers
of gilty soil, ashy and/or gravelly depostts muxed with varyiog amounts of demohibor
debris (red bricks, mortar fragments), which was evidest from depths of 1 om - 2.0m
to the surface.
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A fonl-wrather sewor (FW2Y was excavated 1o the south ol the site of Berwouod Hall

T1e .\r,\'];zs‘ i 1y 1\@:1.:;4!11 AT e uin \5 N hn! ife gerviese Trarnch weas cveavarsd te oo
PN ¥ A A S R S v Y L LIt WU LTETIODY AN oA te L T



demtly o

freack presend
miade-ground.

oexcavmod o 1 s

raven {TGOEY  prepemters

led iredds Fhrowny g
3, whigh i

Contexts 1004 and 1603 may have beon a singlo

i epo‘su WHS J
clay-gilt (1004

Sver

ov-green depost of clay-st {1
had ocourred.

Overlving the natural clay-silt was a taver of black ashy carbon {1062), encountorad at
a depth of 2Zm below ground surface and averaging 0.3m in thickness, The deposit
vielded a number of pollery sherds, @ bone fragment, fragments of hottle glass,
corroded 1ror and metallicmon-metallic glag. The potlery was of soveral types
(including Jlone\\dre and glazed! printed-wares) and was dated ag boing no carlier
than the 19" cenlury (Annelte Hancocks pers. comm. ).

~

Overlying the carbon-rich layer (1002) were heterogeneous deposils (10010 oF brown,
clayoy-silty soit admixed with varving amounts of modern boilding debris For (he
much of the trench, these deposits extended op to the grovnd surface, bul eceasion all;

were overlain by Sh;.!l'l('m-‘ lavers of hardeore.

Clearance of the topsoil in the approximate location of Boerwood iiall and mow
exposed made ground of recont date.

Summary of peoichiical boreholes

A report by Geotecehnmicat Developmoenta (Qcotcoh Dove 10991 suvmarsed the ground
investigaiions delailing the location of scotochmen works and thor resulls. A
number of the boreholes and trial pits wers located i or vear 1o Berwood Hall and

moat.

Trial il § was excavaled near W the approximate site of the moai, by Famboerough
Road ('?‘"it‘f. 23 Bxcavaton temmated when a concrete surface was oncounlered al a

depth of 1.2m.

i A within the locale of the moat (Fe, 9)

o5 was ioeated 1o the weat of Tria!

River Torrace depostis (sand and grave!d) were encountered b o depth of 3.2m.
be those was 3 sh 1110\\ -lcpu:.ll of wravel ;
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Overlving the latter deposit was alayver of noe d sond and vravel within w hich wore

nieces of wood, lumos of concrete and soll amonnts of elay The apnermaost Tevee
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i

Borehole 122, was located within ihe areas of the former moat (Fig. 2) The borchole
log showed tiat natural rrver terrace deposits {sund and gravel) were encountered al a
depth of 29m Overlying the sand and gravel was a deposit desenbed as “organic
made ground”. Ths comprised a 0.35m-thick fayer ol motiled (red-brown and groy),
sandy-silty clay, wihich had occasional guartzde pebbles, rootlets and roots withmm the
matrix. It is possible that this represents materal from the remaing of a sitted moat.

The “orpanic” sandy-silty ¢lay was scaled bencath 2 0.25m- deep layer of silty-sandy
clay, within which were occasional pockets of black ash and sand. The remmining
overlying deposits 1o ground level, appear to be recent made-ground from (heir
horehole log descriptions.
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