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10.0 Topographic Survey and Photographic Survey (Plates 2-8) 

10.0.1 Method 

A detailed topographic survey of the area of the pools was provided by 
Worcestershire County Council. This served as a basis for a further contour 
survey and photographic survey carried out by Birmingham University Field 
Archaeology Unit in May 2002. Both the photographic and contour survey 
targeted the surviving archaeological features surrounding Broome Mill pool and 
Cottage Pool, in order to record the extent of preservation of these features. The 
photographic survey was conducted using mainly black and white and colour 
print photography. The contour survey was conducted using an EDM, taking 
extensive readings of outline and heights of the features, which, together with 
general information from the previously conducted topographic survey, produced 
a contour plan of the study area. Figs. 13-16 comprise the survey drawings. 

1 0.0.2 All photographs taken are stored in the archive, currently held at BUF AU. As part 
of the survey, each part of the study area was recorded on pro forma Enclosure 
Record sheets, which also form part of the site archive. What follows is a 
summary of each pool area. 

1 0.0.3 Broome Mill Pool 
The path to Broome Mill is accessed from the A456 and is naturally banked on 
either side. The site of the mill appears to lie in a natural hollow. A brick-built 
structure within the garden of the house backs on to Windmill Pool, with an 
arched entry and a small rectangular access, both sides having vaulted rooves 
containing small arched recesses. At the northeastern end of the structure, a large
gauge metal pipe was observed. A further small brick structure lay in the garden 
to the southwest of the house. 

1 0.0.4 Adjacent to the northwest corner of the house is a small ornamental pond, which 
appears to be in alignment with a hollow area to the northeast of the driveway, 
and the beginning of Broome Mill Pool. Beyond the garden are a fenced boundary 
and a bridleway. This area is banked on either side with large trees, including oak, 
ash, sycamore, alder, rowan, and some willow. The gradient of the northwestern 
bank is much steeper, with a more gradual increase on the southeastern edge. The 
willows become more prevalent as the ground becomes wetter towards the pool 
bed. To the southwest of the garden pond, there is a linear hollow lined with large 
pieces of stone or hardcore, representing a shallow water channel leading to the 
main pool (Plate 2). The lining of this channel may be associated with the 
apparent waterworks being carried out at this site by the landowner. 

1 0.0.5 The bank down to the main pool is very steep on both sides, and a second bank 
lies between Broome Mill Pool and Cottage Pool. On the southern side of Broome 
Mill Pool, near the dividing bank, a low wall of stone can be seen, running around 
the base of the southern side of the pool (Plate 3). It was not clear whether this 
structure had anything to do with water movement between the pools or just 
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is a part, care should be taken regarding the level of water that it contains, and it 
should not be replaced with large-scale piping or stone channelling. 

12.0.7 Public Amenity 
• As only two of the pools out of an original series of five are being considered 

for restoration, their historical value is somewhat diminished by this loss of 
context. The loss of the mill buildings, with remaining structures being in 
private gardens, compounds this. Their value therefore as a site of historical 
interest for the public is less than it might be if the remaining mill structures 
were more publicly accessible and if the series of five pools was to be restored 
as a single connected entity. Other more complete mill sites exist within North 
Worcestershire and in the vicinity, such as Churchill Forge, to the north, which 
holds open days for the public, and Spring Brook Forge in Blakedown, where 
the pool, mill and wheel still exist. 

• Other issues regarding public amenity are the lack of good public access to the 
pools under consideration, and the possible threat of erosion of the banks, which 
may be caused by future visitors. If it is intended to make the pools publicly 
accessible after restoration, this should be done with regard to possible erosion 
threats. 

• If it is intended to make the pools publicly accessible after restoration, an 
information board could be provided to place the pools in their original context. 
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