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Land to the Rear of8-16 Worcester Road, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire 
An Archaeological Evaluation. 2002 

(Fieldwork Reference No: WSM 311883) 

1.0 Summary 

Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit carried out an archaeological 
evaluation in June 2002, on land to the rear of 8-16 Worcester Road, Bromsgrove, 
Worcestershire. The work was commissioned by Elmsvyne Ltd. and undertaken in 
advance of the proposed construction of 9 apartments and associated works (Planing 
reference No: B/02/0599). Two archaeological trial trenches were excavated within 
an area to the rear of tenement plots thought to date from the medieval period. There 
had been no previous archaeological work carried out on this site. A watching brief 
carried out to the north of the site unearthed evidence of 161h century activity. The 
evaluation revealed evidence of later medieval activity, including possible metal 
working activity. There were also two deposition episodes, which appeared to relate 
to clearance activities associated with the development of the buildings fronting onto 
Worcester Road, both in the 16th centuries and 18th centuries. Later 18h and 1 gth 
century building remains associated with the development of the backplots of the 
tenement plots were also identified. 

2.0 Introduction 

The following report describes the results of an archaeological evaluation carried out 
by Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit (BUF AU) in June 2002 on land to 
the rear of 8-16 Worcester Road, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire. The work was 
commissioned by Elmsvyne Ltd. in advance of the proposed construction of 9 
apartments and associated works (Planning reference No: B/02/0599) and consisted of 
2 trial trenches following an initial assessment of the relevant information available in 
the County Sites and Monuments Record (SMR). It was undertaken in response to 
the guidelines set down in Planning Policy Guidance note 16; and in fulfilment of the 
aims set forth in the County Structure Plan (Hereford & Worcestershire County 
Council 1993; policy CTC5) and the district local plan, (Bromsgrove District Local 
Plan, November 1993 (deposit draft), policies C36-39). The site of the proposed 
development was identified as potentially affecting an archaeological site registered 
on the County Sites and Monuments Record (WSM 19684). 

The evaluation was conducted in accordance with a specification prepared by 
BUF AU based on a brief by the Planning Advisory Section, Worcestershire 
Archaeological Service, Worcestershire County Council. It was also carried out in 
accordance with I.F.A. 'Standards and Guidance for Archaeological Field 
Evaluation ' (1999). 



3.0 Site location (Fig. 1, Plate 1) 

The site is centred on NGR SO 95797058, an area of disused land to the rear of 8-16 
Worcester Road, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire. It is located immediately to the rear of 
former tenement plots, which front onto Worcester Road. To the north and northwest, 
the site is bounded by the Spadesbourne Brook, and to the west, Little Lane. 

4.0 Archaeological background with Kate Bain (Figs. 2 & 3) 

The town of Bromsgrove itself can trace its history back to the earliest times. There is 
evidence that a Celtic settlement existed in the 5th Century and there is no doubt at all 
that a Saxon hamlet stood around the hillock on which the parish church of St. John 
stands. In the 16th Century the town's nail making industry grew rapidly, it lasted for 
over 300 years but died out with the introduction of machine made nails. 

The site of the development, according to an SMR reconstruction, lies within the 
projected course of a Roman road described by Margery (1973) as the Birmingham to 
Gloucester Road, 'Margery 180 '. The course of the road appears to follow that of the 
southern end of what is today Worcester Road, and continues to run in a straight line 
to the northeast. Just north of the junction with Hanover Street the course of the 
present road system diverges from that of the projected Roman road, which continues 
to run in a straight line and crosses the development site just to the rear of the 
standing buildings. 

As a part of the Central Marches Historic Towns Survey, Bromsgrove has been 
identified as displaying a variety of discrete components that make up a medieval 
town. The site lies to the rear of a tenement plot (WSM 19684) thought to date from 
the earliest phase of the medieval town due to its proximity to the church, which may 
have Anglo-Saxon origins; a watercourse, the Spadesbourne Brook, and the main 
road. No medieval buildings survive in the area although one 18th century Listed 
Building is located on the frontage (WSM 17520). The remains a 17th century meeting 
house may also survive on site. 

The 1st Edition Ordnance Survey map of 1889 (Fig. 2) depicts a building or group of 
buildings, represented as a single block, extending on the site's southwestern limit, 
from the front of Worcester Road to the Spadesbourne Brook. A passageway or 
street, which delineates the southwestern edge of this group of buildings, runs at a 
right angle to Worcester Road, and corresponds today with a drive way running 
between number 24 Worcester Road (a Public House) and numbers 20/22 Worcester 
Road. Little Lane appears not to exist at this time, or was possibly a covered walkway 
between those buildings identified as a single unit. 

By 1929, the 3rd Edition Ordnance Survey map (Fig. 3) depicts a second lane 
branching off Worcester Road, opposite Station Street, and dividing the once single 
block of buildings into two. This lane would appear to be the first formal depiction of 
Little Lane. This creation, or perhaps adaptation of an existing, possibly roofed, 
alleyway between buildings, appears to coincide with a new bridging point over the 
Spadesbourne Brook. The bridging point, which lies at the northwestern end of 'Little 
Lane', appears to allow direct access to a new public building, which was possibly the 
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original market hall. Although the area of the site also coincides with a piece of open 
ground, it appears that the extent of buildings occupying the site was once more 
extensive than survives today. 

A watching brief (Cook 1994) located just to the rear of the site revealed evidence of 
16th century deposits, as well as some late 17th to early 18th century structures. 

The proximity of the site to the Spadesboume Brook indicated that the site might have 
potential for waterlogged deposits and the possibility of medieval industrial activity, 
such as tanning and iron working. 

5.0 Objectives 

The general objective of this archaeological evaluation was to gather sufficient 
information to establish the presence/absence, extent, condition, character, quality and 
date of any archaeological deposits within the area affected by the development. 

The specific aims were to recover: 

• any evidence associated with the Roman road identified in the SMR assessment, 
• evidence associated with early medieval activity in Bromsgrove, 
• any dateable waterlogged deposits associated with Spadesbourne Brook, and 
• any evidence of structures to the rear of the tenement block. 

6.0 Method (Fig. 4) 

Prior to fieldwork an SMR assessment was carried out of all available sources to 
provide a more informed picture of the type and nature of archaeology that may have 
been encountered. 

Two trial trenches were excavated as part of the evaluation. Trench 1 measured 1 Om 
by 2m and Trench 2 measured 5m by 2m. Their location was determined by 
Worcestershire County Council's Planning Archaeologist in order to provide a 
representative sample of the development area. In order to facilitate machine access 
for excavation and to negate other logistical problems, the location of Trench 1 was 
moved slightly further to the north than originally planned. 

The overburden in the trenches was removed with a J.C.B, fitted with a toothless 
ditching bucket, down to the uppermost archaeological horizon, or the top of the 
natural subsoil, whichever was encountered first. All machining was carried out under 
archaeological supervision. 

All archaeological features were sample excavated and stratigraphic sequences were 
recorded on BUF AU pro-formae for contexts and features. Where no archaeology 
was identified, a record of the stratigraphy was made. Contextual information was 
supplemented by scale drawings; plans (at a scale of 1 :20) and sections (at a scale of 
1 :20). This record was supplemented with black and white; colour slide and colour 
print photographs. These, together with recovered artefacts, form the site archive, 
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presently held at BUF AU until appropriate arrangements can be made for their final 
deposition. 

7.0 Results 
7.1 Trench 1 (Fig. 5 & 6, Plate 2) 

Trench 1 was excavated to a maximum depth of 1.56m and for safety and access 
reasons was stepped at its western end. 

The natural, a yellow brown sand and gravel (1008), was encountered at its highest 
point at a depth of 1.32m below the present ground level. Animal bone was recovered 
from the interface between the surface of 1008 and 1007. To the east of 1008, at a 
depth of 1.5m, the natural, or what appeared to be a natural deposit, changed to a grey 
brown sand (1 009). Organic remains including wood and bone were found at the 
interface between 1009 and 1007. Both 1008 and 1009 were sealed by a layer of grey/ 
brown silty sand containing numerous charcoal flecks (1007). Overlying 1007 was a 
second layer of silty sand (1006), 0.62m below the present ground level. 1006 was 
dark grey brown in colour and contained more numerous charcoal flecks and small to 
medium sub-rounded stones than the underlying 1007. 1 007 contained pottery sherds 
of 16th and 17th Century date, which were from vessels associated with normal 
domestic activities (see Ratkai, below). 

1006 was cut by F101, a construction trench for a robbed out northwest-southeast 
aligned wall. FlOl was found at a depth of 0.5m below the present ground level and 
was filled by 1 011, a mixed matrix comprised of dark grey /brown silty sand, 
containing cobble-sized stones, as well as fragments of brick and sandstone. Above 
1011 was a layer of mortar and tile (1005). Sealing this layer was a yard surface 
(1 002), composed of large, rounded cobblestones and on the north side, a brick 
surface. 1 002 was cut by F 1 02, a service trench, which contained both a ceramic 
sewage pipe and metal water pipe, probably late 19th century in date. F102 was filled 
with 1004, a mixed deposit comprised of dark grey/brown silty sand, charcoal flecks 
and cobbles. Sealing both F102 and the yard surface (1002) was a layer of rubble, 
1001, comprised of bricks, mortar and tile. 1001 was found at a depth of 0 .12m below 
the present ground level, and had been truncated in the western end of the trench by 
1000. At this point, were the remains of a northwest-southeast aligned wall, FIOO. 
FIOO was 0.38m in width and composed of worked sandstone blocks and brick 
(1010). The type of brick suggesting an early, possibly 1 ih century date. Sealing both 
FlOO and 1001 was the topsoil (1001), which was poorly developed and contained 
waste building material. 

7.2 Trench 2 (Fig. 7 & 8, Plate 3) 

This trench was excavated to a total depth of 1.58m, with an excavated step at the 
northern end of the trench for safety reasons and to provide access. 

The natural, a yellow brown sand (2008), was similar to that (1 008) encountered in 
Trench 1 and encountered at a similar depth, 1.5m below the present surface level. A 
small ditch, F20 1, was cut into the natural (2008) and was filled with 2006, a grey 
clay with sand lenses. 2006 contained fuel ash slag, associated with the remains of 
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