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 Land at the Paddock, Burton Hall, 
Hall Drive, Burton on the Wolds: 

An Archaeological Watching Brief. 2003 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
A watching brief was carried out during the excavation of foundation trenches for four 
housing plots at the Paddock site to the west of Burton Hall, Hall Drive, Burton on the 
Wolds, Leicestershire (NGR SK 5908 2097). This work was commissioned by Simon 
Woodward on behalf of Steeple Grange Investments Ltd, supervised by Leicester County 
Council Heritage Services and undertaken by Birmingham Archaeology between October 
and December 2003. Prior to this a desk-based assessment had identified a potential for 
medieval and post medieval remains within the site boundaries.  This was due mainly to 
the proximity of Burton Manor (dated 1790), to the west of the site and the location of the 
site in the centre of medieval Burton on the Wolds. 
 
Although small amounts of animal bone and medieval pottery sherds were found within 
the topsoil, the machine excavation of the trenches revealed no archaeological deposits. 
The absence of archaeological remains may be explained by the depth of topsoil, which 
measures up to 0.85m deep and hence is indicative of the site having had an agricultural 
use that may extend back as far as the medieval period. 
 
 
1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project Background 

This report describes the results of a watching brief carried out during housing 
developments at Burton on the Wolds, Leicestershire (NGR SK 5908 2097, Fig. 1).  The 
work was undertaken by Birmingham Archaeology and commissioned by Simon 
Woodward for Living by d’zign Limited. All work was supervised by  Leicester County 
Council Heritage Services.  
 
The archaeological watching brief was conducted in accordance with the Institute of 
Field Archaeologists Standard and Guidance for Field Evaluation (Institute of Field 
Archaeologists 1999), and complied with a Specification for Archaeological Evaluation 
prepared by the Leicester County Council Heritage Services. The watching brief was also 
conducted within parameters defined by PPG16 ‘Archaeology and Planning’. 
 
 
2 SITE LOCATION  (Fig. 1) 

The site (centred on NGR SK 5908 2097, Fig. 1) is situated within a paddock to the west 
of Burton Hall, Hall Drive, Burton on the Wolds in the District of Charnwood, 
Leicestershire (Fig. 2).  It lies approximately at a height of between 69-82m above 
ordnance datum. 
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3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

The Leicestershire and Rutland Sites and Monuments Record shows that the site lies 
within the medieval historic core of Burton on the Wolds on paddock land adjacent to 
Burton Hall.  The Hall is shown to date to 1790.  Therefore, there is potential that 
medieval and post-medieval archaeological remains may be located within the site.  No 
previous archaeological work has been undertaken on the site. 
 
 
4 AIMS AND METHODOLOGY 

The aims of the archaeological watching brief were as follows: 
 
• to monitor all below-ground works, including the removal of overburden and 

downcutting of existing levels. 
• to record the location, extent, date, character, condition, significance and 

quality of any surviving archaeological remains affected by the development 
works.   

• to identify all previously unrecorded sites in order to update the SMR. 
• to preserve all archaeological deposits ‘by record’, and conserve for long term 

conservation and future analysis all artefactual/ecofactual material recovered 
from the site in accordance with the United Kingdom Institute for 
Conservation (UKIC) First Aid for Finds 1998 (new edition) and the recipient 
museum’s guidelines. 

 
 
The foundation trenches for four housing plots were excavated by machine with a 0.50m 
toothed bucket. In accordance with the design of the housing the foundation trenches 
were irregular in length measuring between 5.5m and 12.4m. The foundation trenches 
were excavated to depths of between 1.4 and 1.9m. 
 
In the absence of any archaeological features a number of profiles from trenches which 
were deemed representative of the site’s geology were recorded (Fig. 3 & 4) using 
sketches at a scale of 1:20 and 1:50, supplemented by brief soil descriptions.  These now 
form part of the paper archive.  
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5 RESULTS 

5.1 Plot 4 – Section 1 

Context Depth below 
surface 

Depth of 
context 

Identification Comment 

1000 - 0.80m Grey Brown slightly sandy 
silt 

Topsoil 

1001 0.80m 0.4m - 0.6m Light Yellow Brown  
compacted sand 

Subsoil 

1002 0.50m 
at west end of 

section 

0.75m Grey Brown silt with gravel 
and stones   

Subsoil 

 
5.2 Plot 4 - Section 2 

Context Depth below 
surface 

Depth of 
Context 

Identification Comment 

1000 - 0.7 - 0.9m Grey Brown slightly sandy 
silt 

Topsoil 

1004 0.7m - 0.9m 1m Light – mid Yellow Brown 
sand 

Subsoil 

1005 1.6m 0.2m Light Orange sand Subsoil 

1003 1.8m 0.12m Compact orange/brown clay Natural 

 
5.3 Plot 4 – Section 3 

Context Depth below 
surface 

Depth of 
Context 

Identification Comment 

1000 - 0.4m Grey Brown slightly sandy 
silt 

Topsoil 

1013 0.4m 0.9 -1.0m Mid – dark Orange Brown 
silty sand with gravel  

Subsoil 

1014 1.1m-1.4m 0.56m Orange Brown sand  Subsoil 
 
5.4 Plot 4 – Section 4 

Context Depth below 
surface 

Depth of 
Context 

Identification Comment 

1000 - 0.65m Grey Brown slightly sandy 
silt 

Topsoil 

1006 0.65m 0.67m Light Yellow Sand Subsoil 

1008 0.7m-1.1m 0.2m-0.4m Mid – Dark Orange Brown 
sandy clay lens in 1006 

Subsoil 

1007 0.7m-1.4m 0.1m - 0.75m Light – mid Yellow brown 
sand and gravel to east of 
1006 

Subsoil 
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5.5 Plot 4 – Section 5 

Context Depth below 
surface 

Depth of 
Context 

Identification Comment 

1000 - 0.15m-0.50m Grey Brown slightly sandy 
silt 

Topsoil 

1009 0.15m-0.50m 0.95m-1.3m Grey Brown silt with gravel 
and stones 

Subsoil 

1010 1.35-1.45m 0.05m-0.1m Thin lens of charcoal with 
small stones 

Lens in 1009 

 
5.6 Plot 4 – Section 6 

Context Depth below 
Surface 

Depth of 
Context 

Identification Comment 

1000 - 0.25m-0.5m Grey Brown slightly sandy 
silt 

Topsoil 

1011 0.25m-0.5m 0.4m-1.2m Yellow sand and gravel Subsoil 

1012 0.8m-1.2m 0.45m-0.55m Light Yellow Brown sand Subsoil 

1010 1.4m 0.07m Thin lens of charcoal with 
small stones 

Lens in 1012 

 

5.7 Plot 3 - Section 7 

Context Depth Below 
Surface 

Depth of 
Context 

Identification  Comment 

1000 - 0.2m-0.3mm Grey Brown slightly sandy 
silt 

Topsoil 

1015 0.2m-0.3m 0.12m-0.18m Orange Reddish Brown clay 
with gravel 

Subsoil 

1016 0.2m-0.3m 0.02m-0.4m Light Yellow Brown sand to 
north of 1015  

Subsoil 

 

5.8 Plot 3 – Section 8 

Context Depth Below 
Surface 

Depth of 
Context 

Identification Comment 

1000 - 0.56m-0.62m Grey Brown slightly sandy 
silt 

Topsoil 

1017 0.56m-0.62m 0.32m-0.38m Light Yellow Grey sand Subsoil 
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5.9 Plot 2 – Section 9 

Context Depth Below 
Surface 

Depth of 
Context 

Identification Comment 

1000 - 0.32m-0.5m Grey Brown slightly sandy 
silt 

Topsoil 

1018 0.32m-0.5m 0.24m-
0.74m 

Yellow Grey sand Subsoil 

1019 0.62m-1.04m 0.01m-0.4m Orange Brown sandy clay Subsoil 

1010 0.82m 0.04 Thin lens of charcoal with 
small stones 

Lenses in 1018 
and 1019 

 

5.10 Plot 2 – Section 10 
 
Context Depth Below 

Surface 
Depth of 
Context 

Identification Comment 

1000 - 0.6m-0.62m Grey Brown slightly sandy 
silt 

Topsoil 

1020 0.6m-0.62m 0.4m-0.6m Yellow Grey sand Subsoil 

1021 1.0m-1.16m 0.18m Orange Brown sandy clay Subsoil 

 
5.11 Plot 2 - Section 11 

Context Depth Below 
Surface 

Depth of 
Context 

Identification Comment 

1000 - 0.66m-
0.75m 

Grey Brown slightly sandy 
silt 

Topsoil 

1022 0.66m-0.75m 0.3m-0.44m Yellow Grey sand Subsoil 

1023 0.98m-1.12m 0.2m-0.3m Orange Brown sandy clay Subsoil 
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5.12 Plot 1 - Section 12   
 
Context Depth Below 

Surface 
Depth of 
Context 

Identification Comment 

1024       - 0.2m - 0.4m 
 

Mixed pink and brown  
hardcore 

Modern hardcore 

1025 0.2m - 0.4m 0.1m (0.8m 
at south end 
of section) 

Pink hardcore Modern hardcore 

1026 0.3m-0.5m       0.3m Dark brown clayey silt Old topsoil, buried 
under hardcore  

1027 0.6m-0.8m 0.15m Orange/brown clay Natural subsoil 

 
5.13 Plot 1 - Section 13 
 
Context Depth Below 

Surface 
Depth of 
Context 

Identification Comment 

1028 - 0.55m - 
0.8m 

Dark brown sandy silt Topsoil 

1029 0.55m - 0.8m 0.1m - 
0.45m 

Orange/brown clay Natural subsoil 

 
 
6 THE FINDS 

The finds assemblage from the site consisted of two small fragments of medieval pottery, 
a piece of flint and 336g of animal bone.  These items were quantified by count and 
weight, and examined macroscopically for the purposes of this report.  The finds were all 
recovered from the topsoil (1000).  The assemblage presents no long-term storage 
problems, and will be deposited with the paper archive at the earliest opportunity. 
 
The two sherds of pottery were both of medieval appearance.  One fragment had bright 
orange surfaces, with traces of green glaze on the outer surface, and a dark grey core.  
The other fragment had a buff-coloured surface and core, with a dark brown glaze on the 
outer surface.  The fabric of this fragment was much harder and denser than that of the 
other fragment, and would appear to be of a later date, possibly late medieval or early 
post-medieval.  The two sherds are too small, however, to give any further diagnostic 
information. 
 
The flint fragment, which may be of Neolithic date (Alex Lang, pers. comm), had been 
humanly struck along one edge, although the other surfaces were unfinished, and the 
function of the item is unclear.  It is possible that the item was discarded part-way 
through the working process as it was found to be unsuitable for its intended purpose. 
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The animal bone assemblage consisted of cattle and sheep bones (Emma Hancox, pers. 
comm.).  No butchery marks or pathologies were visible on any of the bones, which were 
in a fragmentary condition. 
 
 
7 DISCUSSION 

No evidence of any archaeological remains were recovered from the trenches excavated 
during the watching brief at the Paddock site. The different contexts found within the 
trenches recorded during the excavation of Plots 1, 2, 3 and 4 represent the varying 
geology of the site. The depth of the topsoil indicates that the site has had an agricultural 
use, which may extend as far back as the medieval period.    
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1.0  Introduction 
 
This document outlines the programme of work required to undertake a watching 
brief at the above site.  It forms a written scheme of investigation requested by 
Leicestershire County Council.  Any variation in the scope of work would be agreed 
with Diane Walls, Planning Archaeologist at Leicestershire County Council, before 
implementation. 
 
The work will be carried out during the stripping of topsoil and additional 
groundworks at the site in line with the archaeological conditions of planning 
permission 03/0965/2. 
 
 
2.0  Aims 
 
The archaeological watching brief is intended to provide a record of any 
archaeological deposits or features which might be present below the modern ground 
surface, and to provide an understanding of the history and the significance of the 
archaeology of the site as a whole. 
 
These aims will be achieved through a programme of archaeological monitoring visits 
to the site during contractors soil and overburden stripping and all below-ground 
works. 
 
 
3.0  The Site 
 
The site is located on the paddock site to the west of Burton Hall, Hall Drive, Burton 
on the Wolds in the District of Charnwood, Leicestershire (SK 5908 2097) at an 
approximate height of 69-82m O.D.  The Leicestershire and Rutland Sites and 
Monuments record shows that the site lies within the medieval historic core of Burton 
on the Wolds on paddock land adjacent to Burton Hall.  The Hall is shown to date to 
1790.  Therefore, potential for medieval and post-medieval archaeological remains 
may be located within the site.  No previous archaeological work has been undertaken 
on the site. 
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4.0 Archaeological Watching Brief 
 
4.1 Aims 
The aims of the archaeological watching brief will be 
• to monitor all below-ground works, including the removal of overburden and 

downcutting of existing levels. 
• to record the location, extent, date, character, condition, significance and quality 

of any surviving archaeological remains affected by the development works.   
• to identify all previously unrecorded sites in order to update the SMR. 
• to preserve all archaeological deposits ‘by record’, and conserve for long term 

conservation and future analysis all artefactual/ecofactual material recovered from 
the site in accordance with the United Kingdom Institute for Conservation (UKIC) 
First Aid for Finds 1998 (new edition) and the recipient museum’s guidelines.   

 
Where appropriate environmental samples will be taken in order to determine date, 
nature, extent and condition.  Samples will be taken from features where organic 
preservation is likely specifically pits, ditches and waterlogged deposits. 
 
The preservation of human remains in situ.  If removal is essential it will be 
undertaken under Home Office and environmental guidelines, and if appropriate in 
accordance with the ‘Disused Burial Grounds (Amendment) Act, 1981. 
 
The removal of all artefacts that constitute ‘treasure’ according to the Treasure Act, 
1997 and their reporting to the local coroner.  If they are not removed suitable security 
will be taken to protect the artefacts from theft. 
 
The retention of all identified artefacts, with the exception of certain building 
materials that will be sampled according to the recommendation of the recipient 
museum archive curator. 
 
Post-excavation cataloguing and analysis of finds and samples and the preparation of 
the archive for site report and deposition. 
 
4.2 Method 
All ground works will be monitored by a suitably qualified archaeologist. This will be 
complemented by salvage recording of any archaeological deposits and features 
revealed by contractors groundworks. All artefacts will be recovered and a 
programme of post-excavation analysis will be undertaken following the fieldwork. 
 
A contingency provision will allow for emergency recording and detailed excavation 
in the event of unforeseen archaeological discoveries.  In this event the monitoring 
archaeologist will inform the Site Agent/Project Manager and the Planning 
Archaeologist.  A short statement with plan detailing the archaeological discoveries 
will be submitted to the Planning Archaeologist for further mitigation.  The Planning 
Archaeologist will be kept informed of progress on site and a final monitoring visit 
will be arranged prior to re-commencement of the development.  
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5.0:  Staffing 
 
The fieldwork will be monitored for Birmingham Archaeology by Richard Cuttler 
(MIFA) and the fieldwork undertaken by Paul Harris.  CVs of all staff can be 
provided on request. 
Specialist staff will be, where appropriate: 
Erica Macey – small finds 
Dr. Lawrence Barfield – flint artefacts 
Wendy Smith - charred plant remains. 
Emma Hancox - animal bone. 
Dr James Greig - pollen and plant macro-fossils. 
Dr David Smith - micro-fauna. 
Dr Susan Limbrey - soils. 
Dr Ann Woodward - Prehistoric ceramics. 
Derek Hurst - Romano-British ceramics. 
Stephanie Rátkai - Medieval and Post-Medieval ceramics. 
 
 
6.0: Report 
 
The results of the archaeological fieldwork will be described in an illustrated report, 
two copies of which will be sent to the Archaeology Section, Leicestershire County 
Council Heritage Services.  The report will be prepared to the standards set out in 
‘Guidelines and Procedures for Archaeological Work in Leicestershire and Rutland’ 
and will contain the following: 
(a) Description of the archaeological background. 
(b) Method. 
(c) A narrative description of the results and discussion of the evidence, set in their 

local and regional context, supported by appropriate plans and sections.  This will 
include a site location plan tied into the Ordnance Survey data and any other 
maps relevant to the fieldwork. 

(d) Summary of the finds and environmental evidence. 
(e) Specialist assessments of the finds and environmental evidence. 
 
The written report will be made publicly accessible, as part of the Leicestershire and 
Rutland Sites and Monuments Record within six months of completion.  A summary 
report will be submitted for inclusion in Transactions of the Leicestershire Historical 
and Archaeological Society. 
 
 
7.0: Archive 
 
The site archive will be prepared according to the guidelines set down in Appendix 3 
of the Management of Archaeology Projects and catalogued with an accession 
number provided by Dr. Richard Pollard, Leicestershire County Council Heritage 
Services Archive Curator.  The archive will consist of all written records, drawn and 
photographic records and also include site matrix, site summary and written 
observations on the artefactual and environmental data.  It is intended that the archive 
will be deposited at the Leicestershire Museums, Arts and Records Service with prior 
notification and agreement. 
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The archive will be prepared in line with UKIC Guidelines for the Preparation of 
Excavation Archives for Long Term Storage (1990) and “the Transfer of 
Archaeological Archives to Leicestershire Museums, Arts and Records Service 
(LMARS 2001). 
 
The archive will be presented to the Archive Curator within 9 months of completion 
of the fieldwork except due to prior agreement with the Planning Archaeologist and 
Archive Curator. 
 
8.0: Timetable 
 
An archaeological watching brief will be maintained throughout below-ground works.  
Work is due to begin in the week commencing 27th October 2003. 
 
 
9.0: General 
 
All project staff will adhere to the Code of Conduct of the Institute of Field 
Archaeologists. 
 
The project will follow the requirements set down in the Standard and Guidance for 
Archaeological Watching Briefs (Institute of Field Archaeologists 1994). 
 
All work will be carried out in observance of Health and Safety Policy as outlined in 
SCAUM Manual, Health & Safety in Field Archaeology, 1997.  
 
10:  References 
 
Leicestershire County Council Heritage Services 2003 Brief for Archaeological 
Watching Brief on Land at the Paddock, Burton Hall, Hall Drive, Burton on the 
Wolds 
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