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SUMMARY  
 
 
An archaeological watching brief was carried out in April/May 2005 at Hints Quarry, Hints, 

Staffordshire (centred on NGR SK 1650 0400). The watching brief was conducted by 

Birmingham Archaeology on behalf of Tarmac Ltd., during topsoil stripping in advance of 

mineral extraction in two discrete areas within the quarry. The only archaeological feature 

identified was a possible hearth-pit, which contained a few sherds of Romano-British pottery, 

and a large amount of heat-shattered and cracked pebbles. A flint scraper and a flint flake of 

unknown prehistoric date were also recovered during the watching brief.  
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1.0  INTRODUCTION  

 
This report describes the results of a watching brief carried out in April/May 2005 at Hints 

Quarry, Hints, Staffordshire (Fig. 1). The work was required as a condition of planning 

permission granted by Staffordshire County Council, and took place during t he topsoil strip in 

two discrete areas within the quarry (Fig. 2). The archaeological monitoring was undertaken by 

Birmingham Archaeology under commission from Tarmac Ltd.  
 
The watching brief was carried out in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation 

prepared by Birmingham Archaeology (Birmingham Archaeology 2005; reproduced as 

Appendix 1), and conformed to the guidelines set down in the document 'Standard and  
Guidance for Archaeological Watching Briefs' (Institute of Field Archaeologists 1994).   
 

 
2.0  LOCATION AND GEOLOGY  
 
Hints Quarry is located at NGR SK 1650 0400 immediately to the north of the village of Hints, 

which lies to the west of the town of Tamworth (Fig. 1).  
 

 
3.0  ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND  
 
A desk-based survey was carried out by Entec Ltd in order to assess the potential impact on  
archaeological remains of proposed extensions to the quarry. The survey identified a set of 

cropmarked features of possible Romano-British date adjoining Buck's Head Farm (Fig. 1; SMR 

01416), which is located approximately 1km to the west of the quarry. A cropmark enclosure 

(SMR 01414) and a linear cropmark (SMR 01415), both of uncertain date, have been recorded in 

the area around Buck's Head Cottages, about 400m to the northwest of the quarry, and 

cropmarks of unspecified date are also recorded about 500m to the east (SMR 01680). The 

survey did not identify any features of archaeological interest within the quarry itself, or within 

the areas of proposed quarry extensions. A stray find of Roman date (SMR 01698) is recorded 

within the quarry at NGR SK 1600 0450. The location of this find is given as uncertain, so it is 

possible that it came from outside the quarry. The quarry is located approximately 500m to the 

north of the A5, which follows the route of the Roman road Watling Street (Margary 1967,  
route 1, fig. 12), along which a change of alignment is recorded in the vicinity of the quarry.  

 
Archaeological trial trenching has been carried out within the quarry by Birmingham 

Archaeology in 2003 in connection with the A5 Weeford-Fazeley improvement. No 

archaeological features were identified during this exercise.  
 
Medieval and later activity was focused on the village of Hints immediately to the south of the 

A5.  
 

 
 
4.0  METHODOLOGY  
 
The topsoil was removed using a 360 degree mechanical excavator, equipped with a 2m  
ditching bucket, working under archaeological supervision. The exposed subsoil was then 

inspected for any archaeological features. Any features, or possible features were hand-  
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cleaned, hand-excavated and recorded. Recording of archaeological features was by means of 

pre-printed pro-formas, supplemented by plans and sections, and digital colour photographs. 

These records, along with the finds, comprise the site archive, which will be deposited with 

Stoke on Trent Museum, subject to approval from the landowner.  
 

 
 
5.0  RESULTS  
 

5.1  Area 1 (Fig. 2)  
 

 
Area 1 comprised a large, irregularly-shaped field located on high ground (at 145m-151m 

AOD) towards the eastern side of the quarry.  
 
In Area 1 the subsoil exposed by machining consisted of a reddish-brown slightly clayey sand, 

which contained small to medium sized gravel pebbles. The only archaeological feature 

identified was a possible hearth pit (1002) located towards the southeast corner of the area 

(Figs. 3-4, Plate 1). The pit measured 1.20m (north-south) by 0.70m (east-west) and had a 

depth of 0.30m. It was backfilled with grey-brown, slightly clayey sand (1003) and contained a 

high percentage of small to medium sized pebbles, a large proportion of which were heat - 

shattered or showed signs of heat damage. A few sherds of Romano-British pottery were also 

recovered from the fill of 1002 (see Evans below).  
 
The topsoil measured 0.3m in depth.  
 

 
5.2  Area 2  
 

 
Area 2 comprised the southeastern corner of a large field situated on lower lying ground 

(105m-120m AOD), towards the western side of the quarry.  
 
The subsoil was a light brown, and, in some areas, reddish-brown, sand. No archaeological 

features were identified within the area. There was evidence, in the form of narrow, linear 

plough scrapes filled with topsoil, for deep modern ploughing in Area 2.  
 
The degree of this truncation was suggested by a greater depth of topsoil (up to 0.50m in 

depth) recorded underneath the field boundary on the southwestern side of the field. The 

topsoil in the remainder of Area 2 again measured 0.3m in depth.  
 
A flint scraper and a flint flake were recovered from the topsoil towards the southwestern 

corner of Area 2.  

 
 

5.3  Pottery by C. Jane Evans  
 

 
 

The watching brief produced six sherds of Romano-British pottery, all body sherds, all from  
feature 1002. Five were in sandy reduced wares, probably made fairly locally. The fabrics were 

not analysed in detail but four fabrics appear to be represented, all broadly consistent with the 

range of fabrics noted at Whitemoor Haye (Hancocks 2002, 53; Evans forthcoming). One sherd 

was from a Malvernian tubby cooking pot (Peacock 1967; Tomber and Dore 1998, 147, pl.  
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120). This was also noted at Whitemoor Haye although it was not common; for example, only 

one sherd was included amongst the 1102 sherds of Romano-British pottery from excavations 

at Whitemoor Haye in 2000 and 2003. Malvernian tubby cooking pots are found across the 

region on sites dating to the 1st and 2nd century. This sherd therefore provides some dating 

evidence for the assemblage. It also provides evidence that the occupants of the site had 

access to wider trade networks.  
 
One sherd shows clear evidence of use in cooking, having burnt residues on the interior. The 

survival of this also suggests that there is good preservation on the site.  
 

 
6.0  DISCUSSION  
 
The only archaeological feature identified during the watching brief consisted of a possible  
hearth pit (1002) located towards the southeastern corner of Area 1. The pit contained a few 

sherds of Romano-British pottery and a large amount of heat-shattered pebbles. It is unusual 

not to find other settlement evidence in association with a hearth. It  is possible that any 

associated features may have been of a less substantial nature than the hearth and could have 

been removed by later agricultural activity. Alternatively, the hearth may be an outlier to 

related settlement located nearby - perhaps in one of the areas that have already been 

quarried, immediately to the south and west of Area 1. Alternatively, it could have been 

associated with occasional use of the area by communit ies based further afield. Possible 

Romano-British cropmark features (SMR 01416) have been recorded adjoining Buck's Head 

Farm to the west of the quarry. More extensive field systems of Romano-British date have  
been identified by archaeological work in advance of the A5 Weeford-Fazeley improvement.  
 
A flint scraper and a flint flake of unknown prehistoric date were recovered from the topsoil 

towards the southwestern corner of Area 2. No sites of prehistoric date are recorded for the 

area within or immediately adjoining the quarry.  
 
There was evidence for deep modern ploughing in Area 2. Any relatively shallow archaeological 

features located in this area would probably have been removed by this activity.  
 
The watching brief has shown that there is some potential for archaeological features of 

Romano-British date to be discovered within the quarry. A wider context for this activity is 

provided by the nearby Watling Street, and possibly by the adjoining cropmarked sites. Further 

watching briefs may therefore identify other, albeit low-levels of Romano-British activity. 

However, because of the severity of modern ploughing, it is possible that such features could 

have been entirely scoured-out. The value of the discoveries made during the 2005 watching 

brief is emphasised by the relative paucity of artifacts from the surrounding area.  
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