


Project No. 1591 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By  
 
 

Phil Mann 
 

 
 
 
 

For 
 
 

Severn Trent Water 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For further information please contact: 
Alex Jones (Director) 

Birmingham Archaeology 
The University of Birmingham 

Edgbaston 
Birmingham B15 2TT 
Tel:   0121 414 5513 
Fax:   0121 414 5516 

E-Mail:   bham-arch@bham.ac.uk 
Web Address:  http://www barch.bham.ac.uk/bufau 

 



Lowesmoor, Worcester: An Archaeological Watching Brief 2007 
 

 
 

 Lowesmoor, Worcester: 
An Archaeological Watching Brief 2007 

 

CONTENTS 
 

1 INTRODUCTION................................................................................................... 1 

2 LOCATION AND GEOLOGY.................................................................................... 1 

3 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES........................................................................................ 1 

4 METHODOLOGY.................................................................................................... 2 

5 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT ................................................... 2 

6 RESULTS.............................................................................................................. 3 
6.1 TEST PIT 1 (PLATE 1, FIG 3) ................................................................................. 3 
6.2 TEST PIT 2 (PLATES 2 AND 3, FIG 4)........................................................................ 3 
6.3 TEST PIT 3 (PLATE 4, FIG 5) ................................................................................. 3 
6.4 TEST PIT 4 (PLATE 7, FIG 6) ................................................................................. 3 
6.5 TEST PIT 5 (PLATE 8, FIG 7) ................................................................................. 4 

7 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS............................................................ 4 

8 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS......................................................................................... 4 

9 REFERENCES........................................................................................................ 4 
 
Figures 
 
Fig 1: Location Map 
Fig 2: Test Pit Locations 
Fig 3: Test Pit 1, section and plan 
Fig 4: Test Pit 2, section and plan 
Fig 5: Test Pit 3, section and plan 
Fig 6: Test Pit 4, section and plan 
Fig 7: Test Pit 5, section and plan 
 
Plates 
 
Plate 1: Test Pit 1, west facing section (north end). 
Plate 2: Test Pit 2, west facing section (north end). 
Plate 3: Test Pit 2, west facing section (south end). 
Plate 4: Test Pit 3, west facing section (north end). 
Plate 5: Test Pit 3, cobbled surface. 
Plate 6: Test Pit 3, east facing section (south end). 
Plate 7: Test Pit 4, west facing section (south end). 

 
Birmingham Archaeology i



Lowesmoor, Worcester: An Archaeological Watching Brief 2007 
 

Plate 8: Test Pit 5, west facing section. 
 
Appendix 
 
Appendix 1: Brief for a watching brief at STW Lowesmoor FA, Worcester: Worcester City 
Museum Archaeology Section Brief 07/15 

 
Birmingham Archaeology ii



Lowesmoor, Worcester: An Archaeological Watching Brief 2007 
 

 
 

SUMMARY 
 
 
During June of 2007 Birmingham Archaeology carried out a watching brief at Lowesmoor, 
Worcester (centred on NGR SO 8530 5520).  Five test pits were excavated to test the 
suitability of the ground for the construction of a new sewer and associated storage tank.  
Little archaeological activity was noted due to heavy truncation by later pipelines, although 
within one trench an undated cobbled surface was recorded, probably related to an earlier 
post-medieval street frontage in this area, or perhaps associated with a Roman road or 
surface. 
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Lowesmoor, Worcester:  
An Archaeological Watching Brief, 2007. 

 
 
1 INTRODUCTION 
 
In June of 2007 Birmingham Archaeology carried out an archaeological watching brief at 
Lowesmoor, Worcester.  The work was commissioned by Severn Trent Ltd in advance of the 
new construction of a proposed underground storage shaft tank and new sewers. 
 
This report outlines the results of the watching brief and was prepared in accordance with the 
Institute of Field Archaeologists Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Desk-Based 
Assessment (IFA 1999) 
The assessment conformed to a brief produced by Worcester City Council (Appendix) and a 
Written Scheme of Investigation (Birmingham Archaeology 2007) which was approved by 
Worcester City Museum Archaeology Section. 

 

2 LOCATION AND GEOLOGY 
 
The site is located at Lowesmoor, Worcester city centre (Fig. 1) and is centred on NGR SO 
8530 5520 (hereafter referred to as the site). The underlying geology consists of alluvial 
deposits overlying mudstone.  
 
The present character of the site is a narrow street with retail buildings to the north and south, 
and with further commercial buildings to the east and west. 
 
 
3 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
The principle aim of the project was to assess the survival and potential significance of any 
archaeology within the study area. 

More specific aims were to:  

• To locate the possible alignment of the postulated Roman road within the site and any 
associated roadside activity, 

 
• To record the nature of any medieval backplot activity, 

 
• To establish the nature and date of any medieval activity relating to the medieval 

suburb, 
 
• To record the nature of deposits relating to medieval craft and industry, 
 
• To establish the nature of the site during the Civil War period, 

 
• To establish the nature of post-medieval activity on the site including crafts and 

industries. 
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4 METHODOLOGY 
 
A search of the Worcester City Historic Environment Record, the main source of archaeological 
information for the county was carried out.  
 
An experienced archaeologist attended site to monitor the excavation of test pits designed to 
assess the suitability of the ground for the construction of a new sewer and associated storage 
tank. as required by the Brief. Groundworks observed included the stripping of the road 
surface, B-horizon subsoils, and trenches cut into the natural subsoil. Following the stripping of 
road surface and underlying deposits sufficient hand-cleaning was undertaken to facilitate the 
definition of archaeological or possible archaeological features and deposits. 
 
No manual excavation of archaeological features, other than hand-cleaning, was undertaken. 
Where it was unsafe to enter deep trenches archaeological recording was confined to 
photography and the completion of pre-printed pro-formas. 
 
All stratigraphic sequences were recorded, even where no archaeology was present.  Features 
were planned at a scale of 1:20 or 1:50, and sections were drawn of all cut features and 
significant vertical stratigraphy at a scale of 1:10.  Written records and scale plans will be 
supplemented by photographs using high resolution digital photography.  The site archive will 
be deposited with Worcester City Museum. 
 
A total of 5 test pits were excavated under archaeological supervision.  The locations of these 
pits can be seen in Fig 2.  Two test pits (6 and 7) were not excavated due to the presence of 
live services in the area. 
 
 
 
5 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
 
 
A search of the Historic Environment Record database revealed a number of previously 
recorded sites in the local area.  The site itself is located in the medieval suburb of Lowesmoor 
outside the city wall.  To the north residual Roman pottery and early medieval pits were 
discovered (WCM100995, Fig 2) suggesting earlier activity in the area.    

Evaluation to the west of the site (Brown 1990) at Silver Street revealed evidence of medieval 
deposits and features including evidence of medieval tilemaking. Residual Roman finds were 
also recovered at Silver Street. A Roman road linking Droitwich and Worcester may also run 
through the Lowesmoor area (Cherrington 2002, WCM101000). Other archaeological 
investigations to the south have recorded evidence of Roman activity and post-medieval 
industrial features and deposits (Cherrington 2002).   

During the post-medieval period the area was mainly industrial, with the Lowesmoor docks to 
the north and warehousing to the south, although there are a few late 18th century houses 
surviving along the road.  The junction of Pheasant Street and Lowesmoor at one time housed 
a skin market (WCM98069), and a post-Medieval flour mill (WCM98069) once existed on the 
south side of Lowesmoor between Pheasant Street and Lowesmoor Place (WCMA 2007). 
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6 RESULTS 

 

6.1 Test Pit 1 (Plate 1, Fig 3) 

 
Test Pit 1 was 6.80m in length, and was excavated to a depth of 1.80m in the north, and 
0.90m in the south area of the trench.  The area of the trench was heavily disturbed by later 
cuts for gas/water pipes and as such the earliest pipe trench fill encountered was dark grey silt 
that contained pieces of brick and residual clay pipe (102) and which was the fill of a water 
pipe cut.  To the south were similar fills of pipe cuts, filled with a grey silt deposit (103) and 
grey-brown silty clay (104).  These deposits were cut by a large concrete pile that appeared to 
be the base for telecom cables.  Overlying the trench was a layer of grey concrete (101), which 
in turn was overlain by the tarmac road surface (100). 
 

6.2 Test Pit 2 (Plates 2 and 3, Fig 4) 

 
Test Pit 2 was 6.00m in length and was excavated to a maximum depth of 2.0m.  In the north 
end of the trench were various pipes running on an east-west alignment (203), and the earliest 
deposit here was grey black silty clay (204).  Only the centre of the trench was excavated to a 
depth of 2.00m and here the earliest layer consisted of grey silty clay that contained fragments 
of brick (206).  In the south end of the trench there were some surviving wall foundations at a 
depth of around 0.70m.  These consisted of red brick and were bonded with a lime mortar, and 
perhaps are evidence of an earlier post-medieval street frontage.  These foundations were 
sealed by a dark brown silt (205), which in turn was sealed by a layer of hardcore (202), a 
grey clay (201),  and tarmac that formed the road surface (200). 
 

6.3 Test Pit 3 (Plate 4, Fig 5) 

 
Test Pit 3 was 5.0m in length and was excavated to a maximum depth of 2.0m.  The earliest 
feature discovered in this trench was a cobbled surface that was discovered at around 1.80m 
(Plate 5).  This cobbled surface consisted of densely packed small-mid sized stones pressed 
into black silty clay (308), and was a minimum thickness of 0.20m.  Sealing this surface was a 
black/grey silty clay (307) which in turn was sealed by a brown silt that contained fragments of 
brick and stone (306).  In the south end of the trench were the remains of a wall foundation.  
This consisted of red brick bonded by a lime mortar and was located at a depth of around 
1.10m.  Overlying these foundations, and cut through layers 306-308 was the cut for a pipe 
trench which was filled by a dark brown silty clay (303), which was sealed by a black silt (302). 
 
In the north end of the trench the earliest layer encountered was a grey silty clay (305).  This 
had been cut by a later telecom cable (304).  Overlying these layers were the hardcore (301) 
and tarmac layer (300) that made up the surface of the road.   
 

6.4 Test Pit 4 (Plate 7, Fig 6) 

 
Test Pit 4 was 7.6m in length and was excavated to a maximum depth of 1.90m.    The north 
area of the trench was again dominated by extensive pipe work (telecom and water) which was 
sealed by mid brown silty clay (402), and to the south by a large concrete pile.  Only the 
centre of the trench was excavated to a depth of 1.90m, but pipes were discovered at 0.80, 
0.90, 1.20, and 1.60m in depth meaning any earlier archaeological activity had been scoured 
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out in this area.  These pipes were again sealed by 402 which was overlain by the grey 
hardcore (401) and the tarmac (400) which formed the road surface. 
 

6.5 Test Pit 5 (Plate 8, Fig 7) 

 
Test Pit 5 was 2.60m in length and was excavated to a depth of 1.20m.  In the north end of 
the trench the natural subsoil, a red clay (503), was located at a depth of around 0.35m.  To 
the south were two water pipes, the cut for these was filled by dark brown silty clay (502).  
Overlying these layers were the hardcore (501) and tarmac (500) that made up the road 
surface.   
 
 

7 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
The presence of the large number of services in the area of the site running beneath the 
modern road means that much earlier archaeological activity may have been destroyed during 
the construction of the modern pipe trenches.  Of the surviving earlier material the most 
interesting feature is the cobbled surface located within Test Pit 3.  This surface may have 
been part of the Roman road that has been postulated as running through the area, although it 
is more likely the surface represents the yard of one of the earlier houses on the post-medieval 
street frontage.  This theory is perhaps backed up by the wall foundations located to the south 
of the trench, although the absence of any datable finds material means this is just conjecture. 

At the western part of the site the natural ground surface was located suggesting that unlike 
further to the east where the ground has been heavily disturbed by development, the potential 
for survival of archaeological features is much higher, and as such any further work carried out 
in this area should be subject to further archaeological investigation. 
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