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The Moseley oo house 15 located within the privately owned (by the Moseley Soclety)

Moseley Park, which s situated just off Alcester/Salisbury Road (NGR SP 4075
3) (Fig.1). The ice house consists of a brick structure with an arched entranceway

and tuet feading (o a domed {(almost ‘epp’ shaped) storage area, all of which is

covered by a earthen mound. The ice house was probably built in the late eighteenth

century to store 1ee collected from the nearby pond (located to the east).

Consolidation work is being carried ouwt on the brick structure and this has
nceessitated the removal of some of the carthen mound.  Additionally, the entrance
way has two slightly curving walls feading up to if, which have been uncovered, and
each has had a small trial pit dug at ite southemmest extremity (Trenches | and 3)
(I'ig.2). These trial pits have revealed hitherto nnrecorded brickwork and stone.

2. Archaeological brief

The aims of the watching bricl were Lwotold:

+ to record the brickwork and stone noted in the smali trial pits at the end of the
walls.

¢ to excavate and record a small trench through the carth bank leading up to the
entranceway o ascertan ils origina! level and method of construction (Lrench 2)
(Fig. 2y

. Methods

The trial pits (T'renches 1 and 3} were cleancd vertically and horizontally to determine
overall relationships before bemge recorded.

Trench 2 was excavated and cleaned by hand to a level which determined ihe nature
ol the original surface before it was recorded.

A scries of general colour slide photographs were taken of (he tee house and the trial
pits and lreach from a vanety of angles and orientations.  In addition colowr slide
photographs were specilically taken of each exposed area 1o record in detatl the brick
wotk, stone and oripinag surface (Trenches |, 3 and 2 respectively).

Vertical sectioms from each feal nil and fhe fronch wene recorded ot g scale

frormuing part ol the primary archivey,

Detaifed plans of cach pit trind trenach were recorded o demonibrale

exposed brickwork und stone as well as the oripinal sorlace 4 a scale ol 111
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iy sl ing the locanon of Trenches -3 mrelation 1o the e bouse cotrance
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Cheench 2 rovealed the following,

s irench

Trench 1 - messunng G.6m by 9.65m. A cstone block  {approximately
200:500x1 50mim} was {ound 1o be overlying six observable bricks {(which were of 4
sivar size apd matertad (o that used in ihe 1ce house) set in mortar,

Trench 2 measuring 0.6m by 2. 2m. This trench was excavaled 1o a maximum depth
of 0.7m. A continuous brick surface was discovered running the entire length of the
trench and beyond., The bricks were laidout in the ‘stretcher’ pattern.  The brick
surface was found 1o be roughly horizontal/level. Agairz the bricks were of a similar
size and material to those used in the construction of the ice house.

Trench 3 - measuring 0.59m by 0.55m. A similar brick and mortar structare to that
noted from Trench 1 was recorded, although it was more poorty preserved. No whole
bricks were present.

5. Discussion
I'he bricks and mortar recorded at the ends of the two entranceway walls (Trenches 1
and 3} have been interpreted as a continuation of the wall footings, which have

subsequently been truncated. [ris sot known how much further the walls onginally
extended away from the 1ce house.

The stone block (Trench 1) had no ebvious functior and may not be part of the
original structure, although it was on the same alignment as the gently curving
entranceway wall,

The brick surface recorded in Trench 2 must be the original pathwayv 1o the ice house.

From. the pathway’s verticul postiion (Trench 2) 1t may be postulated that there would
have been a step up into the ice house doorway. Unfortunately, it was not possible to
extend the trench io the door, 50 as to be able to esiablish the exact relationship, as

i

shoring supporting the archway prevented it
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Prior Lo this investipalion 1 was assumed that o (L) murn 10 QO TOAWRT 1y the ice
honse doorway wag present ander the ool v mstennal Hoeach ooslope 1o the entrance

had existed the doorway n all likelthoad w auld have rnened arm-‘ardg. However with
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SIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND ARCHITECTURE
ice Housa, Moseley Park{SP 4075 2833; SMR 20144}
Briat tor Arehacological observation and racording

1.Summary

Excavation as part of consalidation works on the ice house is exposing hitherto
unknown details of the structure. Thus brief 1s for observation and recording to
nform consolidation works and to contribute to proposed pubhc interpretation.

2.5ite location and description
The ica housa is in Moseley Park, off Alcester Road/Salisbury Road. It was
probably built in the late 18th century, and consists of a brick-buit demed

storage chamber approached along a passage and covered by an sarth mound
it is grada I listad

3.Details exposed by consolidation works

Consolidation work is underway to protect the structure and to provide
ocoastonal public access. Some removal of earth has been and will be
naccassary to inform censoldation works. This has so far consgisted of clearance
of the {op of the walls alongside tha entrance to the icehouse passags and tnial
pits at the end of thase walls. The pits have roveaied further brick and stone
remains not previously visibie. A trench ig to he dug along the existing =arth

ramp leading down to the entrance to the cehouse passage to establish its
original level.

§.Stages of work

The following are to ba carried out by an appropriately skillsd and qualified
archaaaologtst.

{1\The tria) pits already dug are to ba cleansd and features sxpasad in them are
to be recorded by written description, drawing and photography. No axcavation
is to be undentaken bayond clraning exposed depasits for better definition and
cutting back the adges of the pits to facilitate this,

{ii)The tranch is to ba gxcavated by coniractors already on site, under
archaaniogical suporvision Any cvidence for tha original levael! of the ramp s {0
be recorded by writtan dascription, drawing and phoetography. Onee jocated, the
onginal ramp tevel 15 to be protected from damage, and no further excavation s
to ba undertaken beyond claaning exposed deposits for better definition.

{1 In addition to the recarding dascrnbed above, a plan at an appropriate scale i«
i ba made of the antrance area to show both sides of the walls alongs:de the
antrance arvd B locayons of the ogi oifs and ench

Any finds are to be washed, marked and bagged at the end of e walching briet

arud any ramadia! conservation undefaien
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7. 8taffing
he archaeological observation and recording is to
with the Code of Conduct, Standards,

by

be carrtad oul in acomdance
Gundelines and practices of the Inst ""‘e o
Fial d Arcbam:lf}glut .j“(i ali t‘"filff are to be sutably agualif 5:‘{1 ’-!rwl experiannad

direct SUDGTWS%GH uf Mpmbﬂt ar Asmmdfe Mamber of *he g.m; mte nf % @!d
Archaadlogists

8.Wonitoring «

Tije archanoiogigat watching brief must be carried out to the satisfaction of tha
Dure;tor of Planning and Architectuie, Birmingharn City Councit, and will be
monitored on his behalf by the Planning Archaeologist,

9.Reporting
The rasuits of the archaeolagical observation and recording are to be presented

as a written repon, containing appropriate illusirations and a copy of this brief. A
copy of the report must be sent to the Planning Archaenlogist.

10.Archive deposition

The written, drawn and photographw records of the archaeoclogical watehing
brief, together with any finds, must be deposited with an appropriate rapository

within 2 reasonable time of complstion, following consuttation with tha Planning
Archaaologiat,

11.Publication
The written raport will bacome publicly accessible, as part of the Birmingham
Sites and Monuments Record, within six months of completion. Tha contractor

must submit a short summary report for inclusion i West Midlands Archaeology
and summary reports to appropriate national period journals,

DIRECTOR CF PLANNING AND ARCHITECTURE

BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL

Date prepared: 18/11/98

Planning Archaeciogist: Dr Michaat Hodder 0121-303 3161 fax 04121-303 3193
Birmingham City Council

Baskawille Holse



