der the direction of l.Ne Chitt 1
(liot for npublication, or for guotation to the Press or otherwise without roference

to the author, please),

Jork began on 17th January and excavation finished on 16th April, though the
dig ing had been on 2 reduced scule for the last week. An average of about 150
men was employed, with 12 supervisory staff. ‘ork on the finds, etc, has continued
to the time of writing (26th April).

The chicef effort was devoted to further investigation of the main area
of the stelse (or 'obelisks'). It now appears that before the stelae were erected
{or at least bofore those stelue visible above ground were erected) a number of
large plotforus revetted with otone were built on the basal clay in the area,
{phase I)e These platforus were capped by a deliberately laid layer of red clay,
over wiich is a deposit of white limey materid, containing in one instance some
charcoals The purpose of these platforams, at least three of which have been
identified, is uncertain, but they may have had &« sacrifieizl function.

The platforms wore subsequently extended by the dumping of large quantities
of rubble against them, again bounded by a revetment wall (phase II), The revetment
walls on the soutliern aide may have been joined to form an east-west terrace wallj
this has yet to be established.

The nonolithigﬁ§&3£5§$-oro later erected, pits being dug into the platforms
and into deposits semmelated between them (phase III), e have no evidence of a
direct connection in function or deta betwsen the stelae and the platforms. COn
the wvidence of coins and pottery in the deposits into which the pits for the
stelae were dug, the visible stelae in this area appear to be of the Christian
period. There is rocm, however, for & very slight degree of uncertainty on this
point, arising from the presence of a large number of pits of later date (see
below); while the very greatest cure was taken to distinguish such pits in the
course of the investipgations, and to investigate them, it is impossible in view of
the often similar appearance of deposits of different ages to be certain that
all such pits were observed., However, the fact that the excavation of the stelae is
preceded by two earlier phases is also agreeable with a comparstively late date
for the monoliths, particularly in view ofthe lack of identified other pre-Christian
deposits at ikoun. '
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During a period broadly contemporary with the erection of the stelae a number
of shafts were dug leading to underground galleries and chambers, evidently
tombs. These are cut in the bedrock, in general &t a depth of about eight metres
below the mode n surface. Three such complexes have been discovered: Shaft
tombs A, B, and Cf in addition a fourth large tomb, that of the Brick Arches,
nay be associated with a similar system.

Shaft Tomb C is certainly earlier than a newly found, fallen and buried
stele whish butt covers the entrance shaft of the tomb. This complex conaists of
at least eight chambersj an inaccessible passage off one of the roocms indicstes
that there are probably more beyond. The chambers average some 4 x 4 metres in
sige (the largest 6 x 5 m) and are connected by doorways, and sometimes short
passages, cut in the rock. The total length of the accessible part of the complex
is some 2% metres. There is an unknoun depth of soil on the floor; the head-room,
however, in general exceeds two metres. fo part of the complex underlies any of
the standing stelae.

Shaft Tomb B consists of seven accessible chambers (so far identified) all
cut in the bedrock and of a charmcter similar to those just described. They are
mostly connected by long low irregular tunnels, which have probably been made by
robbers, the complex extending over upwards of thirty metres. It has not yet been
possible to recover the original plasn of this complex; at least five inaccessible
or blocked (in one case by a cut stone 'door') tunnels leading off the galleries
discovered indicate that there is more of this complex to be explored.

Ho excuvation has yet been csrried out in the complexes described above,
save in the<enﬁrnna0§3® Aéﬁﬁ&i;\bc & very great task, but should be rewardingj
& considerable amount of pottery is visible on the surfpce, and there is a very
good prospect of organic materials {wood, leather and the like) being preserved
{as in the cese of the Tomb of the Brick Arches described below) since the scil
and atmosphere within the subterranean chanbers is extremely daump, and has pro-

bably always been 80

There is no hard ovidence of the date of this tomb in relation to any of
the stelae.
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Shaft Tomb A was discovered last year. It has a shaft far larger (b x 2 o
at the top) than the others. The chambers at the bottom, which were filled with
earth, lead to others, also earthefilled. (It wss the realization that this was
the case that led me to suspect, last year, that there might be = catacomb-like
gomplex beyond)e Seven of the chambers have been excavated to date. They are
very irregular in shape, and often difficult to distinguish rom the clay in which
they are dug, and with which they are filled. Very few objects have been found
in them, but coins of lintaga and Wagena indicate that the complex is of very late
Aksumite (or possibly posteiksumite) date, a conclusion which accords with the
fuet that the masonry lining of the shaft extends wvirtually to the presenteday
surface of the ground.

In addition to the shaft tombs already described, & number of earth-filled
tunnels were found in other parts of the area. These were not found to be associ-
ated with proper chambers; they are extremely irregular, burrow-like in character
and thought to be tunnels dug by robbers (phase IV). Though many pottery and some
bronge objects were found within them. I thinlc 4t probable that these were
left around (and in most cases broken) by robbers in antiquity.

The Tomb of the Brick Arches. This is different in character to those already
described. It lies in the area Bast of the great stending stela (no. 3) partially

excavated by Mr. Jean Doresse some twenty years agoe. Like the others, the tomb

is about eight metres below the surface. It is approached by a flight of tweaty
(surviving) steps, some two or three at the top probably having been destroyed.

The staircase is fianked by walls of rubble in/mortar, and was roofed with large
slabs of stone (of which a number survive) coversd with earthe The steps lead

down to an enirance formed by a horse-shoe shaped areh constructed of bumnt brick,
the areh resting on Jambs of stone and mudemortare The egatrance leads to an antee-
chamber cut in the rock and measuring some 2.3 m square. Two doorways, each also
with horseshoe arches of burnt brick, le¢ad off fron this rosm to other chambers

cast from the rock, one to the wat and one to the north. Each of these latter
chambers has two amall rooms (or large loculi) giving off it; each with one entrance
spanned by a atone slabe in earth-filled passage leads off the northern chamber;
this has not yet been investigated, but may connect with another tunnel complexe

The western chamber was patiaslly excavated, but when the magnitude of the task

of excavating the northern chamber was realiged, the former was blocked off und held
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over until the nel season. In the northern chamber a very large deposit of objects
was found; thege objects appear to have been thrown out of the loculi by robbers,
who were personally only interested in gold or things of high intrinsic value.
Over 200 objects have been recovered from this tomb: most are of pottery, but
there are many of bronze and iron, and a few cf glass and silvwer, as well as some
tiny fragments of gold. Of great interest is the survival of objects of organic
material - bone, wood, and leather- such as have not hitherto, I believe, been
found in “thiopia. These objects pose problems of conservationj when it was
realized that there were numbers of such objects (and when the magnitude of the
cache as a whole became apparent) it was decided to hold over the rest of the work
of clearance until next season. Steps were token to ensure that the atmosphere
within the tomb should remain at approximately its original level of high
humidity, iand the tomb was scaled upe.

There is some evidence that this tomb is contemporary with Phase II (the
extension of the platforms) described above, and that the tomb may date from about
the time of the conversion of the Aksumites to Chris%ianity. The horse-shoe arch
is of great interest in itself, and particularly so in view of the apparent
comparatively early date of the tomb.

Some work was carried out by way of investigating the terrace walls and
associated in this area, and at the western end of the stelae park. The flight
of five monumenfoil steps, discovered by M, Doresse and appgoutly leading up to the
terrace (or platiform) on which some of the stelae were erected was found to have
been destroyed (except for the lowest step) since the time of his excavations,
presumably by persons wishing to reuse the fine slabs of which they were built,

EXCAVATIONS NuXT TO “HE GIANT STELE (Nos 1)e

An area at the foot of the giant fallen stele was excavated, further to
investigate a terrace wall found in a test excavation last year., The excavation was
subsequently extended over an area to the west of the lower part of the monolith,
and a narrow strip along its eastern side. It was found that the terrace wall,
which is very massive and stands to a height of about five metres, forms a
tl~ shaped re-entrant, at the base (o: southern end) of which the giant stele

was probably erected.®
#  Accecd {13 To
1ﬁin alternative interpretation, the stele would have besnerected behind the

line of the southern end of the terrace, with the upper part of the terrace wall,
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The westorn side of the terrace is formed by a rubble stone platform overlying
a large subterranean conplex, dubbed the Mausoleum, It was entered at tis eastern
end by & monolithic dcorway set in the terrace wall with square ‘monkey~hecad®
repreaentations of beanm ends at the corners. It thus faced on to the U shaped
space found by the terrace well ', which probably originally constituted a courte
yard, now fille! by =ub.le and covered by the giant fallen stele. Un the opposite,
eaatern side of the courtyard is & wide entrance, spanned by a massive stone
lintel, which almost certainly leads to another vast tomb, completely filled
(a0 far us can be seen) with earth, and not yet investigated.

The Mausoleus measures nearly 15.70 metres by 14,80 metres internsliy. It
coneists of a central gallery running in an eastevest direction Trom the doorway,
with five chambers, each measuring about 6.40 by 1.60 metres, on cach side, At
ite western end a brick arch leads to a further chamber or chambers. The walls
are of rubble set in nud mortar originniiy faced with a thick layer of lime mortar.
The entrances to the chasbers are spanned by large cut lintels. The roof is of
hure cut stone blocks covering the whole width of the chambers, and i1 at least
ene instance, the entire room. Thore are threes shafts on the middle-line of the
central gallery, each 90 x 90 em, consiructed in the rubble platicrsm which overe
lies the roof. These shafts were probably covered by monclithic capstones pierced
by a square aperture of the sume sizej a block found in the clearance some years
ago of the upper levels in this region (carried - . out by the orders
of Leul Ras Mengesha Joyoum) and now set up in the fashion of a doorway is proe
bably such a capstones “he chambers of the Mauscleum filled with earth (apperently
washed in by water) to within 50 em of the roof, so that it is only possible to
move about the building on one's belly and the fill reaches to the top of the brick
arch at the western end, thus preventing access to what lies boyond. Yo inseripe
tion, nor any decorative or symbolic carving has been observed,

This Yausoleum may be the largest monolithic subterranean structure eer
discovered. o clearance of the interior has yet been attempted; its excsvation

LR R

* (contd) now destroyed by the collapse of the stele suprorting it.
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presents a fornidable task.., “e do not yet have any good evidence of the date of

the Mausoleum, but on the grounds of presumed stylistic development it is sugges-
ted it may date from after the time of the construction of theTomb of the False

Door (see below) and of those sscribed to Kaleb and Geobre Meskel,

DHE HEFAS MEWCHA,

This is the large structure, whose chief feature is a huge slab of stone,
measuring some 17.3 x 6.7 m, which is situated in front of the position of
stelae nos 1 and 2 of the DA. It has previously been investigated both by the
German expedition, and by H, de Contenson. In our investigations, 21l the loose
s0il which had acoumulated under the great slab, and round ahout was removed. In
guneral, the conelusions marked by Littmann were corssborated., Excavations
brought %o light sections of three cast-west walls which supported the great slab,
and thgmzzo E?ﬁf33“1g'€?3“5“§2§*§:§¢3“32§»t§3?9239¢31°“8 the northern and southern
sides.) Slabe of the floor in the central part of the structure were exposed in
position, as well as seotions of the pavement ocutside and to the south of the
ares of Lhe great slabe The fact thet the outermost ‘ambulatory’ walls were rough
on this outer fuce , «ad the upper pide of the great slab is in part left rough and
unfinished, indicates that the uholg structure wes originelly beneath the ground
level,.

At only one point under the great slad is it ;ocssible to gain access to the
£#0il underlying the floors. Mxeaveticns here dicclosed a small tunnel at a depth
of about 2 cm below the floor, and running in en eante-west direction. It ceems
probable that the tunne) (which wmsxs not further investipgated) was the work of
robhers.

The Hel s Mewcha complex shows certaln similarities in concept to the Tomd
of the False Joor, in that thore is & central chamber covered with a large slab,
surround:-d by a sort of anbulatory. But the comparison cannot be said to be ¢lose,
and the orientution is different.

It has bean convincingly sugpested by the architect, Ronuld Lewcogk that
when the giant stele, nc 1, collapmed, the uppermost part struck the northe-western
corner of the ambulatory of the Nefas Mewcha, Thus csusing the collapse of the
lefas Hewchn iteelf, as well as the shattering of the summit of the stele, It may
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be added that it is clear thot the stele fell after the accumuiation or deposition
of rubble in the courtyord in front of it, snd after the construetion of the
terrace wall (M of de Contensonle

15 2OMB OF THE PALST DOCR AND ADJACENT STRUCTURES,

This tomb, the entrance of which is surmounted by a large block of stone
representing a false door, lios immedintely to the west of the 'stele park'y, 4in
the area known as Addd %arai. It was discovered last year, when the interior and
the greaster part of the puved courtyard on tis southern side were axcavoteds
This year, further excavation and examinstion have shown that the tomb proper,
with the surrounding ‘asbulatory® was constructed in a great pit excavated in
the subsoil, the central part being built on a great block of stone, weighing
some 100 tons, aaﬁ brought to the site as a foundation. The superstructure is
quite separate from the tomd proyar, and ia built with recesses in each side,
probably somewhat after the taahiaqﬁaf the time. The interior of the superstsucture
was probably filled with rubble (and perhgps with earth partially). Much evidence
was found of breaking in by robbers in antiquity, not only by smashing the
masonry, but also by tunnellinge (It may be recalled that no bones, or artefacts
conteaporary with the tomb were found within itle

Fupther clearance of the sourtyard was carried oute The paving is laid
directly on the basal clay, except where it overlies the pit cut to bring in the
great basal slab, t&rn a puoking of rubble and earth hps been put in. Consequently
little material contemporary with or sautédating the building could be found either
here or clsewhere. /

The upper part of the sarcophagus in the tomb chamber had been deliberately
snashed in antiquity. 4 piece of steane found in the eourtyard has been identified
as being from the side of this sarcophsgus which can now be restored to its full
heighte

The eourtyard extends in a westerly direction beyond the ar«s excavatedas
The Governcr of Aksum and the Antigquities Administration branch have most kindly
expressed ail&i§gaoﬁﬁ to acquire the adjaucent land, which will enable the exca=-
vation to bq{extea&ﬁd in this ﬂiroctian.[ﬁn the western side of the main structure,
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a toab with a stone-lined shaft was founde. The entrance to the chamber on the south
side at the bottom wa: still blocked by tws out stone slabs, set vertically.

on removal, however, it was found that the tomb was filled with washedein earth,
and had been robbed of any artefacts it may have contained, the robbers having
penetrated from the southern end. This tomb is unlikely to have any connection
with the Tomb of the False Door; it is probably later in date.

THE BRICKeVAULTRD STRUCTURE

AdJacent to the Tomb of the False Uoor, on its eastern side, is = stone=-
built wall in the Akeumite style. The westersn side of this wall is parallel to,
and close to, the eide of the courtyard; it has been traced for a distence of 18,m
to the north'(though cut . by a vory large pit) and muy continue further in this
directione There is 2 return to the west, extending 15,50 m &nd then a fdrther
retugpn to the north. ¥ithin the ereu of the U«chaped enclosure found by this
wally, but at & lower lovel, and dug into the basal clay, is a subterrnaean
structure the upper part of which ia vaulted, sad built of burnt bricke. These
bricks are sousre, and of = tjpc similar to that 'ound in the tomb of the
Brick Arches, measuring 27 - 28 cm square, and 6 om thick. S0 far as cen be
surmisved fr m the ares dug to dote, the structure consicts of s centrsl room,
running euste-went, with a number of rocme to the north and south. If this surmise
ie correct, it ie similar in plan to the Mauscleum, but on & sasller scale. The
vault is of the barrel type, and springs from a string course of thin flsat stones;
the lower psrt of the structure is of the usual mesonpyy of rubble sét ia mortaf.
Over the vaults (which have 2]l collespsed) comparatively rough stone slaebs were
found in three locations: these appesr to hsve served to relieve the wvaults of
s:me of the weight of the superimposed earth, “uch relioving slabs are found
over the wsrched doorways, also of brick, which lesd to the side chambers.

fo fay as I am aware, zuch a vaulted styucture is unique in Aksumite Y“thiopia,
as is the use of brick on this scale, It is though thot it Lis someshat later in

date than the adjacent Tomb of the Falee Door,

GQESA AGMAX: THE NORTHERM EHD OF THE MAIN CROUP OF STELAD.

The main group of stelae extends some 800 m up the vulley of the Mai Ridja)
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through the area known us Ceza /Agmai. In this region, beyond the northernmost of
the 'storied' stelue, the monoliths are all comparatively soall. Five trenches
wore excavated against and between certain of these stelue. In one case the stele
was found to have slipped into a shaft, probably cut by robbera, leading to a
chamber, somne eight metres down, cut in the roclks This chamber which is filled
with earth (and whose excavation has not yet been completed) is probably associe
ated with the stelae.

The pottery found in this region, including that contemporary with the
stelae, was entirely of red wares, and gomparable to that found in the stelae parke.
It may thus be of the period from around the fourth to seventh century. The
pottay included several good examples of humsn heads serving us the tops of
globular vessels. (Heads of this type aeuacnytaigh but not always, to be associated
with stelae.) 4 find of great interest was fragments of at least two models of
houses, in terracotta. The houses have rectangular thatched roofs arpanged in
‘stopo's Lo far as I am aware, these objects o'fer the only evidence yet found
of the nature of the roofs of /ksumite houses wher: those roofs were built
of temporary materials.

THE YoLIT

SR . TN ¥
«),.L.Lnu " e 4

On the Gondar road, about 2 km from the midile of Aksum, is a large group
of stelae lying to the south of the highway. This group is associdled with the name
of the legendary queen Yodit (CGudit in Tigrigna, hence ocur vite designation G7),
Test excavations ( a total of nine trenches) were carried out in three areas of
the field, to inveutigate the stelae in a similar fashion to that adopted else~
where. There is much rugnﬁgggmit- pottery on the surface in this area, and very
large numbers of the/steep-sided stone scrapers. o evidence of the existence of
houses was found in the course of the excavations; it seems not unlikely that much
of the surface pottery hus heen washed down from further up the slope, which

w -
rices towards|Deta clorgis.hil .

At the foot of one of the small wonoliths was found a shallow shaft, cut
in the subsoil, and leading to & small roughlye-cut low-roofed chamber, filled with
earth collapsed from the roofs. Clearance of the fill disclosed a large number of
pots piled against one side of the chamber, many laid one in another. At the very
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back ( and ound during the very last hours of the season's oxcavation) were five
tall glass goblets, and o suxfiv elscwhere in fragments; these, together with two
‘simple. beakers, eonstitute an important find of glassoware imported in the Aksunite
period. Despite the fuct that muny of the pots were complete, and seme intact,

it does not seem that they were in their original position, they had presumably
been pushed into the corner in which they were found, though there is no evidonce
of robbinge Though no significant bones were fo:nd, the pottery and glass
presumably reprosent a funerary deposit. This lends support to the view that the
stelue are of a funerary nature, as is indicated also by finds in & trench (I)

dug at the foot of the largest (fallen) stele in the area. This disclosed a

stone and earth filled pit (presumsbly associated with the erection of the stele)
partially overlying a shuft dunoondingéounuarda. A pumber of interesting fragments
of painted pottery (including ~.4 human heads of the type reforred to above,
but painted, came to light in thie shafte This led mo to believe that it is likely
that there are many more objects further into the shaft, and in the presomned tomd
below. A our resources woere being taxed by {inds trnt other excavatior; the work
of further clearance was held over to a future season, and the excavation (like

the others) {illed in.

The pottery from the tomb referred to (and in the Yodit area in general) is
not dissimilar from that found in the Tomb of the Brick Arches, and in the tunnele
bencath the stele park, but is thought, in view of the ressemblance of one of the
vessels (a "fruit stqnd') to one excavated in the “nda Semen area last year to be
somewhat later in date, than the former (though not as lute as the ‘nda Senen site,
as the most characteristic pottery of that site does not ccour in the Yodit area).

In the westorn part of the modern town, near the area associated with the
names Abraha and ﬁgboha. @ hillock had been noted where there was much caleined
and vitrified natter, and the soil itself burnt bright red. Test excavations
were carried out in this area. They disclosed, not remains of iron working, as
had boen expected, but the relics of & mansion, the walls of which survive in
parts to a height of two or three metres, though in a very unstable condition after
the surrounding rubble has been remcsved. This building had incorporate a great
deal of timber reinforcement, both beams set horigontally in the stone walls,
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and shorter transverse beams., The structure had evidently caught fire, and burnt
at a temperature so high as partly to vitrify the stone. Parts of the beams have
survived as charcoal, and samples have been removed for identification of the
timber and Ce14 analysis.

4 large number of fragments of stone bowls were found in this building. These
bqylg,'two of which are half complete, have been turned on the lathe. They are of
a;£r§;'a~11kt stone somewhat resembling porphyry. These bowls are bedieved to
eanatiéuto a unique find in Fthiopia, and no parallels to their form have come to
nind.

In view of the violent conflagration in which this large building came to
an end, conditions are very favourable to other objects surviving. It is hoped
to excavate more of the building (of which only small sections have been examined
‘this year) in the coming season. To enable this to be done, it will be necessary
to buy the hut which is situated on the hill, and the surrounding patch of land.

DISPOSAL OF FINDS,

All the complete, or reasonably complete pots (mostly from the Tomb of the
Brick Arches and from the tomb in the Yodit area) have been placed in the cuses
in the museum. They are sufficient in number more or less to fill these cases.
Some other objects, including a number of coins, have also been put on exhibition.
The security of the museum and czees is not however good enough for the more
valuable finds to be exhibited, and these have been locked up (as last year)
in the Institue's steel chest, and deposited at the Aksum Antiquities idministration
office. The sherds of pottery (including some from the tombs which require further
wovk to be done on them) are deposited in labelled bags in the new store kindly
nade available where the Aksum library formerly was. One waterlogged wooden
object has been sent to the Institue of /Archaeology in lLondon for expert treatment.
; It is proposed to take to Hairobi some objects of metal, both bronze
and iron, which need further trestmenty I would slso like to take the glass beads
and a number of fragments of glass for study. Permission is sought to take these
objects on the understanding that they will all be retusmned within a year, or
such longer period as may be allowed.
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