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Summary 

'l. ,, 
The object of the Institute's excavations has chiefl y ' be•n ·to 

~ 
.• ,~,' ·~1, 

. . ' 

nections of AksUJn , and, in pa:nlt;icul a,~, to f i nd more ab~out the date 
. ;• \ 

•and nature of the .famous/ monoliths .o~ ';st:e1ae at Ak sum. · 
' . 

! 

i 
As :regards t h e ste~a.e, the\ t ask was tackled by care . .ful excava"" . ·~ 

• I .· ~~ I 
· tions , followipg the n~tural st~atigraphy in trenches dug, against _ :~~ 

J\; I i 

and between certain of/ the stela~. The evidence resul tihg from 
I , 
l' \ ""- " t his i~dicates tha t mflny, a t leas't , of the visible stel ae ~'1 of the 

/' 
Chri stian Aksumit e period. 

!. 
No e~i-denee . of domest-ic o-cep-pation was 

found i n t his a r ea- qexcept f or foundat ions of nineteenth _century 
·! \ 

hou~es) a nd i t . is c/Lear tha t the are'a ill/as O:llllffays outside the ancient 
f f \ 

tpwn . It was ~vifie nt ly a ritual ar ~~ ; the de osits ·n this r egian 1 

c,lear ly 

I 

I 
I 

accumulated very qu i ckl y, the ·.,accumulation b e ing .followed by 
I 

resulting in the be.se pl ates oi.' the latest a telae a period of - eroston I . 
be i ng above :the / level o f the gr-ound as i t was vrhen they were erecte<i<tf 

The r emai'ns · of1~latforms built on the v i r gin soi l h ave_ since been ~ 
( .... -~· 

:found. A.fte~ the c onst ruct ion of these pl atf or ms stelae· were ~~ ' ' ~ 
erected throughout the period of t he accumulation ·o;f so i l and rubble ;~ 

I 1 .. 
over and a~bund them. 

-~

A number of stelae have been f ound which are 'i 

still in q.n erect position but c ompletel y btu:~iNl by th.e u_ ,, posits .. 

A v ery large sh-aft t omb was _:found t o the rear o:f t b.e gre?-t _1 

· . st ~ndlj' s telae (No. 3 o£ Littmaxii )leutsehe Al;:s.um Expe~i:l;i"'':)• / A!he 

""''"'-··"~s:Qriitft• pt' 1 this t omb m-easures about f our by two metres at the .t 9P . and -
' ?'- "' / •• l- y · . . . 1! . - / ' . - .• 

J1· 

4 

. \ *~--Y7:fAnt -!llet'r~s de~:p., It leads to a numbe.:r of ch~bers {now _earth-

'~rl ~f/ : .;~~' in the bed rock whi eh it _., s us peeted was }'~t of a ' 

··: ·m~jie~:- qf\~-~tacombs. lin a subsequent s eason of ·e~efavation thi s 
.;.:rr . . '· •'I~' . . • • . 

. -~ · ~rov · , - ~." be the case and a remarkable labyrinth of large 

!).ambers ~~~·~,"$_1l~~es • betWeen seven. and nine ;neh>es bj>lQW the 

surfac:e . h•v· en .-O>und cut in the rock~7 The · few obj~ots found ir:t' · 
·, ' {:· : , :; < '/i' ' - ' '· . ~ 

tomb J:P .,_• 

be of late date a nd i p.elude a.Wa.~ena oand ·Hataza 



( t 

I 

)1" 

(tile latter of ty.pes ascribed by CAzani to .'llatazl .II '{re.f. 
-...:. \1 

. . . . 'e. , -~ 
Ita.liana di Nunlismatica e Scienze · A.f.fini .lot.·" Vol ... I!:(_·_.,. t h ird series-' 

Rivista 

"' .. . . "' 
h "-:ii:l ~. -

The dating of the Aksl.Uilit.e _~)-ns is howev~~4:problemati4fafri) · . 1926. 

and believed by him to be the 1 late~t coins mi nted J~~~Aksum) . :·~this 
', / l -.. 

very lat~ date concurs with the poor quality of th~. ··~aSOI}rY J ipin:g 
; ·:, . / .. f 

of· the shaft, and vli th the faet that this l inL'J.g extends .a1mo~t to 
... ..- -~·'· 

the modern surface of the ground. 

Excavations between the area of the main group of' t~e .$telae 

and the .hill named t;he Beta Giorgi_s to the north led to/ inte;es-ting: 
!t' ··-~~~!;., • . 

resul ts bearing en the ecological situation of ancien t / Aksum., ;, H&~ .. e . . ~ . --~ . 

too ·c- ~1cre \vas a v e r y rapid accumulation of deposits evidently-

washed. J.c .Jn f r :>J t,1le hill behind. Coup1ed with the evidence ~!;, ~~ , ) 
~, · 

domest.ie occupation on the hill- side 111e e an deduce / tha t the fo~est-;~ - · · · 
.. 

(probably · of , juniper) \1-!h.i.ch originally eovered th~ hil l was very · ~-

rapidly cut down .• Th i s u..as· followed by the cul<l;;ivation of the hill-
l 

·side and · the occupa t ion of the slo;1es by the c · l t ·ivators. This 

resulted in a very rapid erosion of the soil cyn the hil l-side ( lrihieh ;; . 
I , . .--

i s n ov1 largely bare) a nd the aeeumlation of t':>il a t ~ts f oot. . 

Immediately to the \ west of the main eryv:p of ste1ae a t omb., o:t.; 

great i.nt erest was disooyered bene ath the ·ejarth iHh i ch f ormally ra~ ~ -:. 
\ j 

n orthwards a t t his point. \ The t omb, whi9h ·i. s proba b 1 y tha t ·. of a 
i 

pre Christian k i ng 1,1as constructed of granite ma sonry of the -highe,s·t , I ~ . 
:quality., similar to but bet.ter than tha t / to b e seen in the 't ombs . ·: 

\ I 

\ 

ascribed to Kaleb and Gebre \Masqal. 
\ 

It consists of . an l11fder~r5)und 

p~ortion, the t omb proper, an~ a 
l 

part c·onsists of a stairoase \on 
' i 

supers?ruoture .. 
I 
I 

: ... ·\ 
t 

The underground 

the aX,is o.f the structu;:e leading 
,\ 

to £m an~echamber · \>Thieh in tui-n givea into a mortuary chambE?r in 

whi ch ~ras · a plain s a;'cophagus.·, 1Ehi~ nuoleu.s o{ t .he tomb ts 
' j . ' . 

s~rround~d on. thr.ee sides by a ' narrovl room. This room is · approached 
'V~· 

by a .stai:rcase s'i tua.ted immecliate,l y to the vtest of that on the axis .• 
I ~ 

~e';'staircase was blocked by a ;huge slab o:f s t one cl aid over i~tf. 

The superstructure is builtt in the form o.f a symbolie house ·with 

're\lesses ·in each or the four sid.es. Wb_at is more remarkable, 

hqwever, is a false door (not d i ssimilar to be see-n on those of the 



( 

3 

h 
\ 

\. ,. 
stelae) placed over the axial entrance in the mj~ddle of the H~)ut;h 

side. T'ae only objects f ound i n the t omb are of post-Aksumi te date .• 

The t omb had been repeatedly pillaged by robbers w~o dug down 

'beneath the structure and r emoved any object there IJl.ay h ave been in 
I '\ 

. ·~I 

it . In front of (to the son.th) the t omb is a large ':\?aved f<Jrecourt .. 

I knovl of no parallels to the curious pl an of t~ ~ s l t omb',., The 
I 

purpose of t he sur rounding chamber is not clear; 
\ { 

t tie bpst guess 

may be tha t it 11va.s for r eception of funery obejcts. 

ascribed to the pr e -Christian period on the evidence tt.l.at i t l'laS 

bui t en :_:,_;--,.d. : n t;1w virgin soil, and the fact tha t the onl,7 ob~j ects · 
Pt 
J~ • f 

of c e.c · e .. i.I: i.y n: ·.:.·-Christian date wer e found in this region , Hl~.~ough 
f. . . ••. , . 

~ f~~ · • .• :.:; , . . 

none we:r: ~::; sa:t i.8f actorily stra i:; i fied.. '\ 

Test excavations in the l ocality kn own a s Entl.a Sem'on were 
i 

designed to br ing to l ight a pottery succession i?Jlroughout the 
I 

Aksumite period~ This vms onJ y partially CJ..Chiev1ed., sincE; i n three 

o.f the five trenches excavated the gr eater paJi·t ok the a rchae'ological 

' deposit was occupied by the r emains of parts of a : very lar ge building 

Thi s building, hovTever'l is of great i nteres t s ine~ it i s evidently 
' 

of late, and perhaps very l~te date . The v :ry sd,a l l de~oos i t ante-

d a t ing the buil d ing yield ed c o ins of the "mor1yr. p1-w type of Kaleb and 

successors~ Parts of t e 1yui -1 d i ng surviv ed to \a height of t hree 

metres below t he gr ound a nd i~c orporated c~r~ed masonr y, inc l uding 

d oor j ambs with squa r e "m l~lre y hends " of th<::: hi e;hest quality .. 

Occupat ion der osits ( whi c h ~ay however b e of aguatters ) y i elded 

many c oins · o.f the type ascri·b ed to Hataza II similar o those 

referred to above. 

\·le c an deduce .fr om the e?Ccavation a t Enda Sem' on and of oth~r 
i> 

exc a v a tions n0t here describe~ that Aks :1m c ontj_nu ed to be a 

prosperous city, unt i l a l a te lda te, with l · r ge buildings be i n g 

erec t ed . r igh t do~-v·n to ':That h a s hit h rto bec:m thc u gh-': ·to be not of 

the Aksumite p e r i od. As to t'he finds a number of objects ( mat-

i mpressed pots and a n archer•s thumb ring) have been found whi ch 



- 4 -

certainl;y' derive from the Nile region o.f the l'1~roi tic or J?f>st 

Meroi tic period. This (taking into ac.c ount also .certain··· 
~ _.--/ ' \ 

his tori cal references) indicates tha t AksUro had c onsiderable com-
1 ~ 

\ . 
mercial r elat ions with the Nile valley, even i n 1 ~\e Aks umite 

t imes.. A large number of c ar nelian beads found i~r E{ probabl/. of 
l ff 

r 
Indtan (Oambay) origin ,-_ as a lso v'las a simile.r bronze plaque.; Very 

/" ! 

large nu.mbers of glass objects were found; certaln \distindtive 
\ 

t y pes a r e s i u :ilar t o those fo und in X-group graves J.n t i1e r! ile 

valley. 
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