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Summary

The object of the Institute's excavations has chiefly been to
.attemot to 2dd to our knwwledge of the chronology and tré&e con=
nections of Aksum, and, in oartlcuTar, to find more about the date
‘and nature of the famous mcnoliths of stelae at Aksum. !

As regards the stelae, theltask was tackled by careful excava-
tions, following the natural stratigraphy in trenéhes dug againsﬁ\
and between certain of;the stelaé. The evidence resulting from
this indicates that many, at least, of the visible stelae ;;atzf‘bhe
Christian Aksumite period. No evidence of dcomestic occupation was
found in this area (except for fouﬁdations of nineteenth century
hauses) and it is aiear that the area was alweys cutside the ancient :
téwn.’ It was cvijiently « ritual ar a; the de osits 'n this regin
clearly accumulatéd very quickly, the accumulation being followed by
a period éf erosion resulting in the base plates of the latest stelae.
being above the level of the grdund as 1t was when they were erected.
The remains of%platforms built on the virgin soil have since been
found. After‘the construction of these platforms stelae were

erected throughout the period of the accumulation of soil and rubble

over and around them. A nunmber 6f stelae have been found which are

still in an erect position but completely buried by the uaposits.

A very large shaft tomb was found to the rear of the great

~, stindicg stelae (No. 3 of Littman], Deutsche Alsum Expedition). The

*_shaft of this tomb measures about Ffour by two metres at the top and
t

'ﬂxmiéht metres deep. It leads to a number of chambers (now earth-

\»,
Y]xle?) cut in the bed rock which it was suspected was part of a

gﬁmplex ofseatacombs. /In a subsequent season of excavation this
ﬁ%& proveéy%o be the case and a remarkable labyrinth of large

%ﬂhambers QQQ passages, between seven and nine metres below the

,‘Jsurface na#e“ﬁgen found cut in the rock,/ The few objects found in

o to be of late date and include a Wazena and Hataza




%

(the latter of types ascribed by Azani to ﬁatazdsII‘(ref. Rivista

ItalLana dl Numismatica e Scienze Affini, Vol. III third series,

\

- 1926, The dating of the Aksumite 301ns is however problema*ieali)

and believed by him to be theslatest coins mirted at, Aksum). 'gﬁhls
very late date conecurs with the poor quality of the masonry 1iﬁihg
of the shaft, and with the fact that this lining extends aimoét to
the modern surface of the ground. 7
Excavations between the area of the main group of the stelae
and the hill named %the Beta Giorgis to the north led toflnteresting
resulté bearing on the-ecological situation of ancient Aksum. Aﬁgxg
too there was a very rapid accumulation of deposits evidently 4
washed & wn from the hill behind. Coupled with the evidence of %%e ﬁ
domestic occupation on the hill-side we‘can deduce that the foxesﬁw
(probably of Juniper) which originally covered the hill was very
rapidly cut down. Thgs‘was followed by the cul%ivatinn of the hill-
side and the occupation of the slores by the cqltivators. This
resulted in a very vanlﬁ erosion of the socil un the hill-side (wb:ch i
is now largely bare) and the accumlation of ngl at its foot.  \
Imnediately to the west 6f $he main groé@ of stelae a tomb of
great interest was dlscovered beneath the eévth hich formally ran
northwards a2t this point.. The tomb, ﬁhl@h is probab!y that of a
pre Christian king was coisﬁructed of graéite masonry of the highest
quality, similar to but bétper than that to be seen in the 4”‘mbs.:-
ascribed to Kaleb and Gebre}Masqal. It consists of anxﬁgdergrcund
portion, the tomb proper, anﬁ a superstructure. The undergreﬁnd .
part anSists of a staircaseéon the aiis of the structure leading
to an antechamber which in turn gives into aumartuary dhamber in
which was a plain sa?eophagus.i This nucleuas of the tomb is
surrcanée& on three sides by & narrow roon. This room is approached
by a staircase situated immediately to the west of Lhut on the axis.,

The ‘staircase was blocked by a huge slab of stone laid over it.

The superstructure is built in the form of a symbolic house with

recesses in each of the four sides. What is more remarkable,

however, is a false door (not dissimilar to be seen on those of the




stelae) placed over the axial entrance in the middle of the south
side. The only objects found in the torb are of 008%“&wm site dateg‘
The tomb had been repeatedly pillaged by robbers whe dug down
beneath the structure and removed any object ﬁhere‘mgy have been in
15, In front of (Ho the south) the tomb is a IargeXQave@ fgrec@art‘
I know of no parallels to the ecurious plan of t%fgftomb. The
purpose of the surrounding chamber is not clear; the best guess
may be that it was for reception of funery obadcﬁs. Th tomb is
ascribed Lo the nre~Christian period on the evidence that it was

only beecﬁs

nd in the virgin soil, and the faect that

buili

of ceritainly pre-Christian date were found in this
none were gsabtisfactorily stratified. k 5
Test excavations in the locality known as Ladm Sem'on were

o

@O

bring to light a pottery succession tbr@zghuuu the

designed To
Aksumite period. This was only partially achieved, since in three
of the five trenches excavated the greater part of the archaeological

deposit was occupied by the remains of parts of a very large building

This building, however, is of great interest since it is evidently
of late, and perhaps very late date. The viry small deposit ante-

dating the building yielded coins of the type of Kaleb and

successors. Parts of the building survived tola height of three

s 3 & e " o e AT o oyt g PR 25 0% oy % 23 amem ] 2
metres below the ground and incorporated cavrved masonry, including

i

door Jjambs with square "monkey heads" of the highest quality.

souatters) yielded

Occupatic

many coins of similar to those
referred to above.
We can deduce from the excavabtion at Inda Sem'on and of other

excavations not here described that Aksum conbtinued to be a
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prosperous c¢ity, until a late idate,
erected right down to what has hitherto been Though® %o be not of
the Aksumite period. As to the finds a number of objects (mat-

impressed pots and an archer's thumb ring) have been found which



certainly derive from the lile region of the Maroitic or post-
Meroitie period. This (taking into account also certain
historical references) indicaﬁeé thaﬁ,Aksumyiad cchsiderable C O~
mercial re11t30ns with the Nile valley, even in lhﬁe Aksumite
times. A large number of carnelian beads found are. probaoly of
Indian (Cambay) origin, as zlso was @ similar bronze plaque. Very
large numbers of glass objects were found; certaln ﬂlstln@tlve
types are sinilar to thosze found in X-group graves‘in the HMNile

valley.
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