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AXUM

Founded in the first century A.D. by «Habashat» immigrants (hence the other name of Ethiopia, ABISSINIA),
coming from the Sabaean kingdom in Southern Arabia, whose coast on the Red Sea faced Eritrea. At ths time of the city’s
foundation, the Habashat had overran the other Semitic peoples of Northern Ethiopia, and made Axum the capital of
a newly consolidated Empire.

Unhappily, the pre-Christian Axumite history is still hidden in a thick fog; considerable information regards
King Ezana (A.D. 325-350) perhaps the greatest ruler of the Axumite Kingdom, whose quest for fame and glory led him
to record his military exploits and his political achievements on votive thrones and stelae still surviving at Axum. These
inscriptions were carved in three different languages - Sabaean, Ghe'ez (1) and Greek - and the most famous is found
on a stelae that stands nowadays in a well cured garden not far from the Touring Holel. It reads:

«We, Aezanas, king of Axum, of Himyar (Yemen,) of Raidan, of Saba, of Saichin, of Siryamo, of Beja,
of Kaso, Kings, son of the nuvanguished Ares...

and describes his successful conquest of lands near the Nile and his merciful treatment of prisoners...

..and I set up a throne by the power of the Lord of Heaven who has aided me and given supremacy...
now that he has conquered for me and subdued my enemies for me, I desire to reign in justice and equity
without doing any infustice to my peoples®.

Although pagan, the inscription reveals the new Christian influence in Axum, exemplified by Ezana’s mention
of merciful treatment to prisoners.

Because it was onfabout 340 A.D. that Ezana adopted Christianity as the official religion of his Kingdom;
according to Ethiopian tradition, Ezana was influenced by 2 Syrian monk named Frumentios, who served as regent of
Axum until the King's manhood and later became the first bishop of the Ethiopian Church {(now Ethiopian Ortodox
Church), converting Ezana to Christianity.

The second best known and last great king of Axum was Kaleb (A.D. 514-542), famous for his military camp-
aigns. His greatest effort was directed against a Jewish king of Himyar (Yemen) who allegedly persecuted Christians.
Carrying his 100,000 soldiers across the Red Sea with ships loaned by Byrzantine emperor Justinian, Kaleb subdued the
enemy and re-established Axumite hegemony in southwest Arabia,

The Axumite Kingdom began to decline in the seventh century when Persian armies conquered former Axumite
territories in South Arabia and the arab armies conquered Palestine and Egypt, isolating Ethiopia from the rest of the
Chnstian World. F

In the sighth century, piracy campaigns launched from the coast of Eritrea probably with the silent consent of
the Axumite King, excited the fear and hostility of the Moslems; afier Jeddah was sacked in.702 A.D. the Moslem
Caliph reacted by occupying Axumite ports, finally destroying Adoulis, the main seaport of Axum. The kingdom's
commercial power was destroyed and in 715 A.D. the Moslem Caliph Walid declared the Axumite Kings his subject.

Two hundred years later, the final blow was struck by Judith, non-Christian quesn of a rebellious tribc who
led a revolt against the Axumite dinasty, killed several hundred members of the ruling class, sacked and destroyed the
capital city of Axum. It is because of Judith; who desecrated the Basilica of St. Mary of Sion before pulling it to the ground,
that women have never been admitted inside this holy Church of Axum thereafter, and to this very day. .

The Axumite Kingdom was never to rise again. The center of Ethiopian civilization slowly shifted southward
to Lalibela, in the Lasta province, that became the new capital.

(1) Ghe'ex derives from the word A'gazi, in Sebasun language wone who migratess; it ir the ancient Ethiopian language still
wred in Erhiopian Orthodox lithurgy, ar Latin is for Roman Cathofics.

A o Raeh B dren i

LA 3




fzp\qr{ ¢ [a J;é e dft.cauuuc .;; }q"(ﬁ?uw J{{hﬂw‘ﬁ‘“q

ufl, ')\Q%Ll o b Commuenn St LA
S ol 2 banlaf Miju;

'L b2 FeA 2uny P Lo t},e’f“,\:.h /"ai’.a{,‘f sed (T

Q Ot e e Cabie n &\JD‘HI. b i Ol EM (i Jé‘!"" L Fp?'? ?4'

eray  fon Do Movil € K8 vk dnalle & (D ihin
éiliﬂhm}’m oAl (-l{.l.bfdﬁ,q.:-t. s /;%‘n?‘v" W“‘EH{I Jl..u L 'ﬂJ-El

G oue 5#&:@/1.,; ol A/wa‘

LDim{j_hf f_ﬂ.‘,’; I“‘i-ﬁ"'\* !rk.ﬂu Chady "J-«.ﬁ L Lt ULG*L Lﬁ‘:‘m’;\
d‘" L}u‘lh“"‘ L"-‘JM" - !!::L/m A s ﬁ-lfl N f-ﬂ-}._nt..gﬂ-
T o e e R S [ e ] < e e b’ SN S

‘£ Cadre Glh_aé.. Lu &u—fc J oyl LD ImER hc#a-«
: (o b (leckio~ e [P b mf'ﬁf ()

d]" M‘Mw

}\EMM a. e (o ni Hnwbm S ule
(L (o mamtrcr Q Ve (g Qubnd /a.7.f

O, fownte b Pl a3t
P, ;f;‘lu"lﬂum ;ﬂ‘:. il-tt‘..l‘lu-r :
m‘) ?Mﬁu RSO I T
dap/,n_sn, ho bablu A

1‘_‘,'2:-\ £:> Lt‘u- *l.-J.L.l..t.:.r,
ﬁhﬁ-l c@\.f«.ﬁl‘.m 'L-ii. &1 'I(‘p"'"'&"'

Cq.;‘q;h.,{ﬁ. Q!)l--.u;m et q..l'} #::Eﬁ b dle

Hmﬂ fis wh.?u. /_,_\ e f.vﬂ....at, @ [« (e ELMI{“Jth"

Nwidow~s &F :9"-1};[-. &\lu}u‘f /& tlow dee N oublus XY maJ )
(‘1'\41&.}&.!.&.4—\ Ao Ju ¢ A

(¢ dor v ?“ C nd S bn

\z:{,..,fn“(,l..w Wb wadie, q_.,;},,.r f\u. PV Goete. xij',-v.. I'Mucff'hrw-f_
Dz (et B afu";uﬁ' gl T SRR e
b fm A hasduin oty (gom Bk aliom

r !:.t 1‘(‘-1-*1-:1".“ \j!.!--m

dar md;m Jteht

(."f Colan ~w ot WWW py E‘E'Oﬁépﬁd
Qu Dtbel-; g9 ¥ Qldm [0 ws ol U e & v ot #’, alee
(2 de A o



-

J “J:-u R, Piy - v G Owr o i oufq.-.:m ~ 0y
brole  @lise X Ha e lle 5 ay s St ;/ﬂl:. AP0 o o

PR U DY PR N JL{GMM‘ o 9wt L-u.-ﬂ Lmua;nm Jchfr.n.—n..-t-wf N

J ot Cﬁﬁ;ﬁ twfFoaln |
{i""»k!.u C.L« & /w‘fmh h'e e‘ﬂz.a&f.’?u‘uﬁ
et 4 Plam ot oo Shlopwn

D g leithade ek defopat T PR

anichy mrm.l'.:.a.._) fufr@hf;qu ‘?w er cﬂ"’“’ﬂf"“ﬂ"‘:“‘“{

Quu 4 wbw (afft:{.fw--. Han No MJ%M /
ot T . B A 0 4 s i-.....‘dr.&um....-.‘

(e Vel b I bt

CO—-;L-.\.MGJ .~

{.9 Jﬁat:f.-,' f»\_:' L«‘C{Jm F R0 Q lme _
R A A L G ULeltu o~ At [ oratank
oq fle./pwtr.m-ﬁ'_ Gy fuant! el b
A (e Loul Ja bee ui (i’-..e:- bu‘;.l.:.,

??{.h"t.h;q 5 h-ﬂﬂ‘y ..-f-:-;

oot sumnt

E.N:Pﬂ».f;». 64.;..,
- Trn ¢ bt wmr
Jebhttms, 2en C;‘:fu.c}u.l, P ArA
ﬂ(..m-.ﬂrf fon ORapLL e | Mol et 10?} L _Clifqm;
G UG suun

Q ua K‘{uhlﬁ,r h' owt w

P"-"';
Bl T
i o£“£""‘ Dh-'ifH_ni-—""‘l a3 At A @ et ‘?F—u
| ¢ =t { b J/J{ﬂ_..f"ﬂ Ry Ty W ba %t.ﬂ.n—
il "}/-I-LM - t '
o by 1}#-‘*'#,{'{_;.{“ 1.1477 u.tr—u.w :
b st !'{ /_}‘A-fvu‘

i CMLJ

| &‘hﬁtm O\awut / b |
|
|

| /%\t vl
| (—9““’:‘ ‘-Ff S ﬁ' n\C-A le Lo a e hoes
(f'-‘n' f'u-h‘b ¢ Ay, (et f.“...l.fl.t.if....n: t:i-:-)-,
(\5‘ RN "anu';V LA - PP S j.ﬂ-ﬁ i’”,{?u.pn- Lol
aiu:. 1owOs Pel R, romt —affe~t

G
("'-"-—-f-'hu..-'n Asn b vees Jm?‘ £
wln palec L £
QUadct ol S/;«'., ¢ oan s Crann” {;.\//M
! '\'(.ﬂ { Vowu EJN e KA ldrugm;\ﬂ

! /

dun-ﬂ.. (Jl qﬂ%i‘lﬂl?b-




BEelen MORRISON

LA VISEERTE BT LES PEIIES DiNS IF

¥y el ——

CQI-E2CE DY AXOUM DAKS L' ANTICCITE

C:iRIES « PLANS - TABIES



- e A DTS T 1T ™M maTETTO

o3 =3 O \n
- . .

L

w0

ass R
‘HOPa

=

=J i!\ i

]

Les rocutes du commerce

Les sites d-rme Gg "ZSiele Pzri"

Sobelets type (&)

Gobelets +ype (%t)

Gobelets +ype (b}
LE55€es5

Bols creux type (2) i et ii

Bols creux <ype (b)

Bols creux <ype (c), (d) et (e)

Flats iype (a), (b} et (e}

Plzts <ypelc)

Plats <ype (2) et {e)

Flats type (1)

Bouteilles

Pots en forme ce tfite hupzine

Tlzcons ¢ premier, troisidme, cusztridme, cinguiéme et sixiéme type
F et types divers

lacons : s=ptieme *type
:Fioles +iypes (2} et (b)
Lampes *ype (a)
Lampes type (b) .
ALESES
Ezses simples
Eases snnulaires
Bases & pied et tiges de support
Tes:ons avec dicorations moulées, moulé-soufflé, hémisphirique,
pincées et par petites excroissances
Tessons avec Gicoration gravée
Décoration par petit fil appliqué
Teszons composés d'incrustations bichromigues et pelychromiques
Gouttes de verre appliquées aux récipients et deux couchkes fusionnées
l'une & l'autre

Tessons peints
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Perles V discoidales, VI 2%irfes, VII elliptizues, VIII en forme de
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44, Tzble I - ripartition des r'cipients dans le= sites

45, Table II - ripartiti

n ée: fragments et dez -etits objets dans les
sites
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47. Table IV = Les perles par raprort aux couleurs et catigories

OBSZRVATION RTLATIVE AUX PLANCEES

Les objets dessinie sur les planches ont &t& repréisentés en grandeur
nature, sauf pour les numéros 5 (gobelets type A) et 18 (zremier
type) riduits au tiers.
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5. GOBELETS TYPE (a)
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10. BOLS CREUX TYPE (b)
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PLATS TYIPE (a, b et c)
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17. POTS EN FORME DE TETE HUMAINE
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18. FLACONS : PREMIER, TROISIEME, QUATRIEME,
CINQUIEME ET SIXIEME TYFE
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19. FLACONS : SEPTIEME TYPE ET TYPES DIVERS
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27. TESSONS AVEC DECORATIONS MOULEES, MOULE-S0UFFLE, HEMISPHERIQUE,
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30. TESSONS COMFOSES D'INCRUSTATIONS
BICHROHIQUES ET POLYCHROMIQUES
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31. GOUTTES DE VERRE APPLIQUEES AUX RECIFIENTS
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34, BRACELETS, PLAQUETTE, FACETTES A BAGUE,
PIZCE CYLINDRIQUE PERCEE D'UN TROU RECTANGULAIRE
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37. PERLES I BARILS, II BICONIQUES,
III CONE-LENTICULAIRE, IV CYLINDRIQUES

(20O
‘G
&)

»
X

% e b c
5 s
ﬂl-l‘""-_ @
@

1L
Ao, T il A
Y]
©"
<>

Kl
p
e

‘8o

T Wi
il

i0®e




:

.

e 19

A BT

B

38. PERLES V DISCOIDALES, VI ETIREES, VII ELLIPTIQUES
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FERLES X APLATIES AUX POLES, iI PIRIFORMES,
XII ANNULAIRES, XIII EN FORME DE TUBE RECTANGULAIRE
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PERLES XIV EN FORME DE RECTANGLE APLAITI,

A COTES EN BISEAU, IV TRIANGULAIRES A COTES

EN BISEAU, XVI A JUATRE SURFACES CHANFREINES EN

PYRAMIDE BA.S, AVII A THOIS SURFACES CHANFREINES EN

PYRAMIDE BAS, XVIII RECTANGULAIRES CHANFREINES AUX DEUX BOUTS
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41. PERLES XIX SPHERIQUES, XX INTERCALEES D'OR,
XI HOULEES AUX FILETS PLIES, XXII LENTICULAIRES
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PERLES XXIII LENTICULAIRES, XXIV EN FORME DE CONE TRONQUE

XAV CYLINDRIGUES PERCEES TRANSVERSALEWENT, XKVI EN FORME DE
PENDENTIFS CONIQUES
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43. PERLES XXVII TRIANGULAIRES, XXVIII RECTANGULAIRES,
£XIX DE DEMARCATION, XXX COTELEES
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