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AXUM 
Founded in the first century A.D. by • Habashat» immigrants (hence che other name of Ethiopia, ABISSINIA). 

coming from the Sabaean kingdom in Southern Arabia. whose <:oast on the Red Sea fa«d Eritre:t. At the time of the city's 
foundation. the Habashat had ovcnan the other Semitic peoples of Northern Ethiopia. and made A.xum the capital of 
a newly consolidated Empire. 

Unhappily, the prc·Chrislian Axumite hi5tory is still h.iddcn in a thick fos: cons:iderable informatioo regards 
King Euna (A. D. 325-350) perhaps the sn:ace1t ruler of the Axumite Kingdom. whose quest for fame and glory led him 
to record his military exploits and his political achievementS on votive thrones and stelae still surviving at Axum. These 
inscriptions were can·ed in three different lancuages · Sabaean. Ghe'ez (I) and Greek ·and lhe most famous is rOund 
on a stelae that stands nowadays in 3 well cured prdcn not far from the Tourin& Hole!. It reads : 

«Wt , At:tmas. king of A.n~m, of Himyar ( Y•m•n,) of Raidan, of Saba, of Sblchin, of Siryamo, of /kja. 
of Ka.so, Kings, son oftht nuvanqulshtd Ares ... 

and describes his successful conquest of l3nds near the Nile and bis merciful treatment of prisoners ... 
. .. and I stt up o thrant by tit~ power of the L:Jrd of Heaven who hOJ aldtd me and given suprtmDcy ... 
now that he has conquutd for mt and subdued my enemies for mt, I dtslre to rlfgn in jwtict 011d equity 
without doing any injustice to my peoples• . 

Although pagan, the inscription reveals the new Christian influence in Axum, ucmpUfied by Ezana's mention 
of merciful t.re:ltmcnt to prisoners. 

Because it was on/a bout 340 A.D. chat Euna adopted Christianity as tbe official religion of hi> l(jngdom; 
according to Ethiopian tradition, Ezana was inftuenced by a Syrian monk o.amcd Fru"mcntios. who s.crved as rcg:ot o( 
Axum until the King·s manhood and lacer bec:lme the first bishop of the Ethiopian Church (now · Ethiopian OrtOdox 
Church). convening Ez:ana eo Chri.Slianity. 

The second best known and last sreat kins of Axum was Kaleb (A.D. SI4-S42), famous for his military camp­
aigM. Hi> sreacest t lfort was di~ttted againll a Jewish king of Himyar (Yemen) who allegedly persecuted Christians. 
Carrying his 100,000 soldiers acrou the Red Sea with ships loaned by Byzantine emperor Justinian, Kaleh subdued the 
enemy ~nd re-established Axumitc bc&emony in southwest Arabia. 

The Axumitc Kingdom began to decline in the seventh century when Penian armies conquered rormcr A.xua:Utc 
territories in South Arabia and the ar:ab armies conquered Palestine and E.gypt, isolating Etbjopia from the RSt of the 
Chriscian World. 

In the eighth century, piracy campaigns launched from the coast of Eritru probably with the silent c:onsent of 
che Axumite l(jng, exeiced che feor and hostility of tbe Moslems; after Jeddab w .. sacked in.702 A. D. the Moslem 
Coliph reacced by occupying Axumice ports, finally descroying Adoulis, the main seopan of A•um. The kingdom's 
commercial power was descroyed and in 71S A.D. the Moslem Caliph Walid declared the Axumite !(jogs his subject. 

Two hundred years later, che final blow w .. struck by Juditb, non·Christian queen of a rebellious tribe who 
led a revolt ogainst the Axumite dinasty, killed several hundred members of the rulins c!Jw, sacked and destroyed tbe 
eapical city of Axum. It is bec:lu>e of Judich; who desecrated the Basjijca of St. Mary of Sion before pulling it to the ground, 
that women have never been admitted inside this boly Cburcb or ~um thereafter, aod to this very day. 

The Axumite l(jngdom was never to rise ogain. The ceoter of Ethiopian civilization slowly shifted southward 
to La1ibcla. in the Lasta province, that became the new capital. 

(I) Glw'~z 4ulrr1/fflm llw ,..d A',o.tl, U. .$clbcaNIIltlnzwv~ .oat. wbo I'DiaratC$1J; ;, lJ 1lw Mtlutl £1/UtJpialt ~< stiU 
wN/ U. £thlopitur Orslttxlo.x lftlnuo , 01 lAtllf il ~ R~lftdlt CctMiia. 
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