Aksum 1972-1974: A Consideration of the Dating from the Coinage.

By 5.C. Munro-Hay.

During the excavations at Aksum conducted by the BIEA under the
direction of H.N. Chittick, from the firast trial trenches invest-
igated in 1972, through the major excavations of 1973 and 197h,

|'+0 coins came to 1ight7 The following schedule, arranged by site
locations, gives the sz numbers, location stratigraphically,
identification with reference to Anzani (1926), and finally the

type identifications set out in Munro-Hay {TQTSHQEﬂDnB or two of

the metal flans found were only tentaftively identified as coins,

and these and certain much-worn coins are marked accordingly as
illegible or unidentified, The schedule is followed by a list of
first the silver and then the bronze coins in approximate chronological
order of reigns; no gold coins came to light during these excavations,

Although photographs are supplied of (most of} the 1973 coins,
there appear to have been no photographs taken of the 1974 coins,
this task having doubtless been left over for the next season,
which was cancelled. Access to the coins has not been possible

sincee

For a bibliography of Aksumite numismatic studies, see Munro=Hay,
(1984) ,ppe38=42, Additional to this are the followingj



931-19713;

Site Location King (Gngeni)
AT 1972):  AX. ST T (Ya) Kaleb & succ
2,Gebgeb Wazena
3.MS clearing haleb & succ.
h, ST NW upper Icel
5. ST ST v(2) Xaleb
6. ST ST XEE B T I5%1
T ST ST XITI F 3} Wazena
8. ST . ST X3 E [10) Wazena
9. ST ST XV (1) Ezana snd Cucc .

10, ST ST XX (ha)or XXl Unident
11 ST ST XX B}Shﬁv Kaleb & succ.
12, ST ST o o) n Unident
188 ST ST XX (9 or 11) Hataz II
14, ST ST XX {11)0, 2 Wazena
15. ST ST XX (11) 4 Wazena
163 ST ST XN (11) » Kaleb & suecc.
Ife /BT . ASTIIX (11) » Unident
18. KAL KAL I1I(2) ‘Armah
19, KAL KAL I 23 ’Arm&l;!
20, KAL KAL I(3f) Quazdbas
21,KAL KAL X(%) I581
22,KAL KAL I(Ia) Ezanas, no
relg;5ymh01
23.KAL KAL I(3a I581
24 . KAL KAL lisa; Icel
top of pit
25.KAL KAL I{5a] Quazebas
26.KAL KAL I(5at Kaleb & succ.
27.KAL KAL Ja(ha Kaleb & succ.
28, KAL KAL Ia|(3a Kaleb & succ.
29, KAL KAL Ta(ha Kaleb & sucg,
30. THA Unident
31.THA Gersem
32.THA THA VI(4 Ezana & succ.
33. THA THA VIII(2) Ezana & succ.
34. THA THA III(1) Armah
35.THA THA VI(3) Ezana & succ.
36.THA THA vnx{m} Kaleb Bmawa & succ.
37.THA THA XTIXI(1) Haile Sela-
ssiesSc,
38. THA THA XVI(1)
19.ES ES I (7 Kaleb & succ.
ho,ES ES I %? Kaleb & succ.
41,E5 ES I (7 Kaleb & succ,
42, ,Es ES III ?a; Hataz
43, ES ES IXII (3b Kaleb
4y, ES ES IV ) Hataz II
hs5.ES ES IV Kaleb & succ
ﬁﬁ.ES ES IV Ezana & suce,
. ES ES IV ataz II
#’kgvxs ——Lﬂa+aa—;iir-—"
45 Es ) Gersem

Coins in site order

R,IQ'JIN "‘F: ﬂu.-ﬁ
Anzani (Munro-iay)
o~ BIER net. 'ﬂ;’!f Anon AE 2
261 Wazena AE I
161 262 Anon AE 2
BI 5 263 I581 AR 2
(1) 264 Anon AE 2
200 265 Ioel AE I
259 266 Wazena AE ICuw)
258 267 Wazena AE I
268 Anon REXL
269
153 270 Anon AE 2
271
282 272 Hataz AE 2
255 273 Wazena AE I
255 274 v
164 275 Anon AE 2
276
277 ﬁrmab AE Ia
268 65 Armah AE Ia
71 278 Odzebas AE I
211 279 I56l AE 3
151 Ezanas, no rel,
symbol RRI
211 280 Icel AE 3
211 281 i & 1ii Ioel
“LE I
W Ig&| AE 3
71 282 Quazebas AE I
2873 Anon AE 2
163 284 i
?-H 5 v
160 286 L
287
279 288 Gersem AE I
289 Anon AE I
290 Anon AE Ias
291 hrmab AE Ia
hy 53 Anon AB I
292 Anon AE 2.
293
294
1537 295 Anon AE 2
T 7.4-\' 29 ﬁ 1]
164 297 i
BI 1 298 Hataz AR 2b
1507 299 Anon AE 2
297 300 Hataz AE 2
1573 301 Anon AE 2
BI 2 302 Anon AR 2
28Y 303 Hataz AE 2
L ] e— r =
239 3ol @Hmh AREL
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King (Fnoant

Hataz II
Hataz II
Hataz II
Hataz Il
ﬁﬁrdu]b‘
Frmob

Hataz II
Hataz II

Kaleb & SUCL_I

Gersem
Hataz II
Hataz 11
Hataz Il
Wazena

Kaleb & suce.

Kalebe® adic,

Hataz II1
Hataz II
Hataz Il
Hataz II
Hataz II
Hataz II1
Hataz II
Hataz II
Hataz II
Hataz I1II
Hataz Il
Hataz II
Hataz II
Hataz II
Hataz II
Hataz II
Agdur

Hataz I1I
Hataz II
Hataz II
Hataz II
%;taz II
ana

Hataz II
Hataz Il
Hataz Il
Hataz 11
Hataz II
Quazébas
Ezana & suc
Gersem
Hataz II
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Anzani ﬂhjn” unglf

o BIEA res
28 1073 Hataz AE 2
28N 303 "
2814 3073
‘?H'l 3::3 "
0 0k ?ﬂﬂlﬂﬂ—?ﬁ‘f
240 306 Arral AE lg
284 303 RWatal AE A
284 30§ Hataz AE 2
28Y 08 "

310 Anon AE 2
279 311 Gersem AE Ia
273 312 Hataz AE 1
3:: J ;%gi_latgz AE 2
259 314 Wazena AE I
J,-;g;.lnﬂn AE 2

284 316 Hataz AE 2
282 1 8
282 - b L
282 b
282 17 o
282 717 98
282 il d i
284 318 Hataz AE 2
29} G § - Ll
288 348 N
288 o 11 | S
284 1R
284 18 "
284 318 "
284 J18
284 . 8 .
L3 319 Za-yafabiyo

la Madkhen, Nhon AR I
(also another
from ESV,
AGD AR 2
“labelled 31¢
: by ervor ?)
281 " 320 Hataz AE 2

284 921 "

284 322 - (3 gouns)
284 n23 "
287 g o L

4t 32% Anon AE I
282 326 Hataz AE 2
282 28 "
928 0

284 329 "

284 930" ®

71 331 OuazEbas AE
by 332 Anon AE 1
BI 4 333 Gersem AE 2
273 334 Hatgz AE I
233 335 i

-441"‘3



Site

00.ES
01,.ES
02, THA
03.ES

o4, ES
05.ES
06.ES
07.ES
08.ES
09.ES
10.ES
11.ES
12,ES"
13.ES
14, 3%
15.ES
16.ES

Location
Es v(10)

ES

v (10)

THA dump

ES

ES
ES
ES
ES
ES
ES
ES
ES
ES
ES
AX
ES
ES

rH(10)

10
10
10
108)

10
17
11a)
15)
Backfill
Backfill
Surface
Backfill
Backfill

dddgds

=9

K!ﬂg I.[‘:‘.-'ﬂI 1] b

Hataz
Hata=z
Kaleb
Hataz

Hata=z
Hata=z
Ioel
Uniden
Ioel
Gersem
Hataz

Anaeb(Ebana)

Kalehb
Ezana
Kaleb
Armah
Hataz

IT
IX
& suc
II

I1
I1

t

11

& suc
& suc
& suc

4

iter Ll King
Anzani x@hnrnLigﬂf
281 336 Hataz AE 2
291 337 4
338 Anon AE 2
284 339 Hataz AE 2
(2 coins)
284 340 q.™.2
284 41 »
208 342 I&&l AE 3
élé 343 1561 AR I
200 kY4 Isel AE I
279 345 Gersem AE I
284 346 Helig AE 2
191 347 Eloman
150 606 Anon AE 2 HA&3
4 605 Anon AE I
150 601 Anon AE 2
263 602 Armah AE Ia

1A Habey AE Ll

i



1974 ; C.a'ins in site order
3 \ an';?'{; Ny, . R X
Site Location King(Hnjun Anzani Indesx |Munro-Hay)
I3+ JX.ST XII F Backfill Kaleb & succ. 788 Anon AE 2
h§ AR.ST XII F ('1] Ouazebas 789 Quaz®bas AE I
g AX.ST XII FW (5d)ermréc~ii’)) Wazena 790 Wazena AE I
120 AMX.ST XII E Wazena? 791 ?Wazena AE I
1zI #X.5T XXII A, dump or (4) Wazena 792 Wazena AE I
1zz. AX.ST XXII° A (-Je))lujl'hnt Ezanas pagan 793 Ezanas pagan AE I
e 111eg prub bbb « loe. 794 Anon AE
izﬂ. XX.ST XKII E' hzanas & succ 795 Anon-AE I?%m
1z &X.ST XXITI D Ezanas & succ 796 Anon AE I °?
Z% &K.ST XXII B Nhaokes “Ousanas AR 18 797 Ousanas AR 2
IiF &L.ST XXII G Ezanas & succ.61 798 Anon AE I
129 + ST XXII G Wazena 255 799 Wazena AE I
i29 4X.S5T XXII G Kaleb & succ. 172 800 Anon AE 2
130 &X.S5T XXIIH(5¢) Wazena 2557 801 Wazena AE I
13y 4X.ST XIIT E ext. (2) AE illegible 802 Anon AE I?
= Ezanas & suc{?)
)22 AX,.ST TR ) Wazena 255-8 803 Wazena AE I
133 4X.ST XXIII (5) illegible AE soh illegible
175 AELST XXIIXI (2a) Kaleb & succ, 164-166 805 Anon AE 2
i3 AX.ST XXIII (2a) Coin?? 806 illegible
56 Sh.Tomb AECh Hé&l Hataz II 261-293 807 Hataz AE 2
139 A(Ch H) AE illegible 808 illegible
i28 " A? Dump. Icel 201 809 Ioel AE I
)89  THA VIIFfrom tomb Ezanas & succ. 810 Anon AE I
o THA VII E?’ Kaleb & succ- 811 Anon AE 2
0% } THA VII \7 Ezanas & succ. 812 Anon AE I
2 THA XVII ss(1 Kaleb & succ: 150A 813 Anon AE 2
g THC ITI ss (1 Kaleb and succ 814 .
iw THC YIII 2} Ezanas & suecc.hl 815 Anon AE I
THC VIII (2 Ezanas & succ.UUff 816 .
1@'5 THC . : NIET o) Ezanas & sul:(. 53-4 817 &
g THC TXunds wwrisd FogoreGQHataz I 818 Hataz AE I(?)
149 THC XIIT (2) Ezanas &. aucc- 819 Anon AE I
gy THA XvIT (4) Jb%?;mm;-*‘g rmah 268 820 Armah AE TIa
50 THC NI C nnlit'l.ul'ta‘.l"‘;,l bl 'I'LuiAE i]. legiéble 821 illegible
isg DA Fg topsoil™V Kaleb T2 Kaleb AE 2
152 Da 1) clearance Ezanas & suo? 780 Anon AE I
By e vI (1) Ezana & sua? 781 J
156 GT % 00.) Ezanas or 42 or 782 "
E@ Kaleb and 121
sua? i
5B ML II {3? 1581 fE %819 il 7
5% ML A3 Illegible AE 784 illegible
IS NM VI 3im belww pllrend fcle.  Kaleb 785 Kaleb AE 3
g M vI (2) AR Za-ygtabiyo 786 Za-yafabiyo la
la ma ithen Mmﬁ;en.wazana )
AR I
59189 NM X (1% Hataz II “mw @pe FE?" 787 ?
(o IW IA B AE illegible B22 :
6 IW IA E!}Mbﬂm AE ’Armah 823 ’Armap AE Ia
) Iw TR (5 AE Kaleb & suc 824 Anon AE 2
i Iw IV (3a) Ezanas & succ TOA 825 Anon AE I
bl WC (3) Kaleb 159 826 Anon AE 2

-

V34



Silver and bronze coins of Aksum from the 1972-4 @xcavations,
in approximatechronological

order e
AR o Ax Sk T(e). - ,_ .
- 797/74 Qusanas AR 2 %}%?TJ (2 coins) » 242 [ F3falegreg 00|
~151/73 Ezanas, no symbol AR I :338/73 :%2&{2;
+302/73 Anon AR 2 +606/73 c238/%3
- 343/73 Ioel AR I “601/73 Eﬁzﬁg
-263/73 Ioel AR 2 ~TRR/TH Anon AE 2 . -28%(33:
- 788 /74 Za=-ya abi}'ﬂl la=Ma *;"{ :Hr,?, 794 /74 gzgff}g\%ﬁlfﬁ '
.319/73 Anon AR o R il B oe/mh . 293/%3
"319;’73 by eﬁr}r %bhlméhtagagr -805/7h - 286/F3
Za-ya'dhixmrl_—\dﬂkHEnlhf 81174 j??QK?s'
AGD Al 301 /7
J2%I33 Wb ARZb  -813/7h +3i0/73 /
AR 814 /74 ikt
e 793/74 ~ Ezanas _pagan AE I or AE 2 ‘821 /7 s Cla i BT ,3‘;—,}'@_;
- 268/73 Anon AE I '826/7h
" 289/73 - 779/7T4 Kaleb AE 2
*290/73 +785/74 ____ Kaleb AE 3
i 261/73 Wazena AE I
*325/73 -266/73 (two coins)
+332/73 267/73
$ 5713 AT
+605/73 274 /73
Sl -314/73
i -790/7"
«782/7H4 _Gold on reverse; = HHPYS 7 791/74(2)
- 795/74(7 . 192/74
oo 799/7"
TP 1 +801/74
802/74(M . o8/
+810/7h
*812/74
"815/7h +265/73 Ioel AE I
“816/74 -281/73 (1 & 1ii)
VA, £ 344 /73
b +809/7"
*825/74 ' 73
/73 Ouazgbas AE I ~2;i§?3 Ioel AE 3
P i <281/73 (i)
- 331/73 842/73
* 789/T4



k7 &3

silver & bronze coins of Aksum from the 1972-4 excavation in

approximate chronological order (contd)

Holiy b
:.f* 85/73 .336/73 ety RE 2(cld)
% *271/73 Armah AE Ia 337/73
| 1 29V/713 339/73 (two coins)
} - 306/73 340/73
I '6&2;?3 j'l?f”
f * 820/7h 355 3
| - 823/74 ayoy OIS, Nl E(D)
A +288/73 269,77 TUnidentified
| +304/73 Gersem AE I ond Ia 271/73 "
j. 311/73 (PE o). 2T e/ TS 5
« 34
| «345/73 287 /77 .
+333/73 _ Gersem AE 2 20k /73 :
’ U2 e Hataz AE I ;05f75 i
*334/73 Sak 7 . v
+335/73 o iy o
2k y 806/74 illegible
+818/74 () a ;
~272/73 Hataz AE 2 i A
et 821/7h "
:BZDﬁTj (six coins) [ ]
j 3 ?3 oLin REE!?& "
- 30
307/73 293/73 Haile Sellassie
+308/73
+309/73 '%3 W;FF.I L
s Yesotamd—be—cdoz rele
*313/73 (1 and . 0 363 H FE Holay g"‘—u-l-"‘fh:r__ia“ﬂﬁ".cr
+316/73 : "PT"“"“S'
*317/73 (six coins)
- 318/73 (nine coins)
3?0';
3
Zf{ % (three coins)
323!?3
-324/73
-326/73
327/73
-328/73
*329/73

-330/73




Recent study of the coinage of Aksum (Munro-Hay 1978 et seq)
has led ko some clarification of the order of the issues,
differing considerably from the sequence as proposed by Anzani(ﬂiﬁb
In particular, the ordering of the late fourth,fifth and sixth
centuries has been significantly revised, the anonymous bronzec
issue Anon., AE 2 attributed formerly to the post-Kaleb period
in the sixth century being now considered as a late IVth or Vth
century issue on the basis of several overstrikings upon coins
of MHDYS, This and other coinage questions shed a certain light
on the relative chronology of some of the areas excavated by
the BIEA at Aksum; differing from the chronology suggested in
the published 'Preliminary Report' (Chittick, . 1974).

The significance of the coinage as a dating agent in most of
the levels of the Stele Park (ST. in the location labels) is
undoubtedly very minor. The Park has been the scene of the
excavation of innumerable galleries and tombs on a vast scale,
in Aksumite times, and later the area was disturbed by the
illicit diggings of robbers. The erection of the stelae themselves
invelved the digging of pits everywhere in the Park, the raising
of mounds for the aligning of the stelae, and subsequent levelling
after erection of each stele, and there must be scarcely any
part of the Stele Park which has remained undisturbed fpom
ancient and modern diggings. FEven so, one or two of the coins
found have some relevance to the chronology, where the levels

appear to be in some way sealed.



The coin of the anonymous 'Kaleb and Suecessors' type
(designated Anon.AE.2 here), no. 1 in the schedule, 1972/9, found
beneath the fallen Stele . 103 in ST. I (4a), was presumed by
the excavator, following Anzani, to have been of the sixth century.
The re-dating of the appearance of this type to perhaps a century
earlier, possibly to the very beginning of the Vth century,
together with other recent dating suggestions for the coinage
(Munro-Hay, loc. var,), may indicate that the whole archaeological
sequence needs to be considered as of earlier date than so far
conceived. The rest of the coinage found in any useful context,
excepting those piqcas of doubtful identity or provenance, is
largely of the earlier coinage-issuing kings, except for Ioel,
Hataz, Wazena, and 'Armah. Chittick, (1974), has already
meantioned those coins which seem to have some relevance, from
their find-spots, to the dating of Aksum. Apart from the 'Kaleb
and Successors! coin from ST. 1 (4a), referred to above, these
comprise ' ., the coins of Wazena, Ousanas, Ezana, 'Ezana
and Successors', Kaleb and "Kaleb anﬁ Successors', and Ioel,
from the Stele Park; those of 'Ezana and Successors' and
Wazena overlying Shaft Tomb (€atacomb) B, and of Wazena, Hataz
and 'Kaleb and Successors' in or around Shaft Tomb (Catacomb) Aj
those of 'Kaleb and Successors', Wazena, kaleb, Lzana, Za-ya'
abiyo la-Malkhen Negus, Gersem gnd Hataz at Enda Sem'on; of 'Armah

" and 'Kaleb and Successors' in the IW arca; and finally the coins



o

of Ouazebas, '"Kaleb and Successors' and Iocel in the Kaleb Building,
KRL T.

In spite of the disturbances of the sites, which prevent
dealing with the coinage from these areas in the manner of
de Contenson's analysis of the 1958 excavations in the Maryam
Tseyon region, a glance at the schedule arranged in site order
does give some impressions. Firstly, the predominance of Wazena
in the Stele Park (c.f. Chittick, 1974, p. 169), is notable;
most of the other coins are earlier, mainly the two anonymous
bronze issues, Anon. AE 1 and 2, with one each of Ouazebas,
Ezanas as a pagan, and Ousanas. Io#l and Hataz alsoc appear in
the Stele Park, but much less prominently (Ioel AR.2 and AE.1l;
Hataz AE.2). The area around the Tomb of the False Dcor, THC
and THA, has an equally distinctive coinage assemblage. The
majority of coins are of the two anonyumous bronze issues AE.1
and AE.2, with two of 'Armah (and one each of Gersem (surface
find) and Haile Sellassie). On the other side of Lhe central
Stele Park, the DA site, (the topsoil and fill of the Tomb of
the Brick Arches), also has only anonymous bronzes, like the GT
sites, in the Gudit Stele field. These two sites, hadwever, have
hardly any coins, and the coinage finds here and elsewhere may
well be attributable to the relative frequency of certain types
within the series,

The Kaleb area seems to have two coinage periods represented;



i

the coins of Bzanas, Quazebas, and the Anon. AE.2 issue, followed
by Ioel and 'Armah. In contrast, ES (Enda Sem'on), has a distinct
later emphasis, Hataz predominating, with coins of Gersem, Ioel,

' Armah, Wazena and Za-ya'abiyo la Hadkhen Negus; though there

are a few carlier types, the Anon. AE.2, AE.1, and Ouazebas being
represented in the assemblage. The IW site, in the same general
region as ES, has a much smaller coinage assemblage, Anon, Ak, 2

and 'Armah (one specimen of each identified), being found in the
fill.

This broad overview, deriving as it does fromunequal proportions
of samples, nevertheless indicates fourth and fifth century activity
in the Stele Park, around the Tombs of the False Door and the
Brick Arches, and the Kaleb, fludit, and ES areas. In Wazena's
time some activity may have occurred in the Stele Park, and a
little later comes the second period at Kaleb, and some activity
at IN., The heavy predominance of the coins of Hataz at LS also
indicates a later Aksunite presence there. To these general
comments may be added a few more specific observations from
coins found within stratified contexts.

Chittick, 1974, p. 64, mentions the Anon. AE 2 coin, 1972/9,
(fige 1), found 'apparently securely stratified in hard clay,'

ST. 1 (4a), running under the fallen stele 103 in the northwestern
corner of the Stele Park. This trench included only the topiost
corner of the stele 103, The stele must have fallen, covering

level (4a) some time after the deposition of the coin. The

dating of Anzani for his 'Kaleb and Successor' types (sixth



century AD) was accepted by Chittick, but it is now clear that
the origin of this issue must be placed earlier, beginning
either with or directly after the reign of MHDYS5., (Munro-Hay,
1978, p.120; dunro-ilay, JAIDAS-and-Ebapes Azeajtr| 1979; also Sauter,
Azania 1979). Whilst no difinita date may be given, somewhere
around the beginning of the fifth century seems fairly certain
for the first issues of the Anon. AE.Z2.
Stele 102 had already fallen before the accumulation of the
clay levels (4) and (4a), in both ST. I and II, which partially
covers it. The information provided by this coin gives a relative
chronology for the cocllapse of stelae 102 and 103. Whether the
collapse of stele 102 had occured as early as the beginning of
the fifth century, when the coin was perhaps issued, or whether
this event occured much later and the issue was a long-circulating
one, as de Contenson (1958) has suggested, is impossible to say
with certainty: the redating of the Anon. AE.2 issue merely makes
it possible that the levels concerned are earlier than the
excavatér originally envisaged.
The coins found in the Stele Park trenches in 1873 and 1974

and which have some significance in the dating analysis, number
seventeen, These coins' site locations were;

264/73 Anon AE.2 ST,V (2)

265/73 - Ioel AE. 1 ST.XIIE(7)

266/73 Wazena AL.l1 ST.XIIF (3)

267/73 VWazena AE.1 ST.XIIE (10)

790/7Th Wazena AE.1 ST.XIIFW (5d)
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792/74 Wazena AE.1 ST.XXLIA dump, probably from
1 level (4)

793/74 Ezanas, pagan AE.l1 ST.XXIIA (4e)
794/74  Andn., AE.2 ST.XXIIIA (4c¢)
795/ 7h Anon, AEl (?) ST.XXIID (3a)
796/74  Anon. AE.1 ST XX1ID (&)
797/74 Ousanas AR.2 ST.XXIIB (4)
798/74  Anon., AE.1 ST.XXIIG (3)
799/74 Wazena AE.1 ST.XXIIG (4a)
800/74 Anon. AE.2 S5T. XX1IG (5cl)
801/T4 Wazena AE.1 ST.XXIIH (5¢)
803/74 Wazena AE. 1 ST. XXTIIT .(4)
805/7Th Anon. AE.2 ST.XXII (2a)
n.b, This list differs from Chittick (1974) only in that
there were three, not four, Anon. AE, 1 pieces in these

locations.

These locations cover the approximately 60m., span stretching
from stele 20 to stele 12, and encompassing the area containing
the three Shaft Tombs A,B, and C, the platforms and various
buried stelae and base-plates. To the north the area reaches
back to the modern Stele Park wall, The number of features in
this area indicate quite adequately how constant must have been
the disturbance in the region; first the construction of the
platforms, then two extensions at least (Chittick, 1974, p.166),

followed by the excavations, re-sitings of dump material, and



the like, consequent upon the erection of the stelae, and the
sinking of the shafts for the underground tombs. Collapse of
underground tunnels and subsidence of areas of the Stele Fark
is indicated by the underground stelae and base-plates in, for
example, 5T, XXIIJ.

The coin of the pagan king Ousanas, 797/74, type AR.2 of that
monarch, was found in a stratum (ST.XXIIB (4)) which also contained
a coin of the Anon AE.l class, 796/7T4, ST.XXIID (4). This level
overlay the platform and its extension teo the south. Coin 795/ 7h,

RE

also Anunll, was found in ST.XXIID (3a), a pit cut later into

the platform extension, perhaps to accommadate stele 136. The
excavator suggests that the earlier coin could have been a sipay.
However, the period of time between the reign of Cusanas, (early

C.4th AU) and that of Ezanas even in the later part of his reign
(i.e. after 356AD) may not have been so great as to necessarily
preclude the circulation of coinage of the pagan kings. The two
were very possibly direct successors, if Wazeba is presumed to
have ruled briefly before,or even for a period with, Uusanas early
in his reign, (Munro-llay EICES nov. 1984) This conclusion is
justified by the relative rarity of Wazeba's coinage (only one
gold and a few silver are known), and his joint issue with
Ousanas, of which two examples are known to date, (Angani, 1941,
15/1; Munre-Hay, 1984, p.66). If we assume thatEzanas began the
issue of the Christian Anon. AkL.l type,

,(Pnd only one specimen (Munro-liay 1984 p.83) of his Chwishian branges

survives) the rest being pagan and an issue without religious



symbol, as also with his silver issues, then they may well

have emerged not too long after the counversion of the king
c.330AD. Although the relative positions of the coins within level
(4) are not indicated , %The coins suggest that the extended
platform and deposits covering it were in place by the reign of
Ousanas, and that a pit into it (for the dressed stele 136) was
being dug in the early Christian period.

The second pagan coin was af Ezanas, type AE.1, 793/74, and
was found in ST.XXIIA (4e), that is, in the shaFt-fill of Shaft
Tomb C. This indicates that the tomb was prepared either in the
reign of Ezanas or later; the shaft itself was cut through
platform deposits, and was already there when stele 136, perhaps
its marker-stele, was erected. With such mobile objects as coins,
the chances of a coin lost generations before heing ineluded in
the fill of a later tomb are very large, and the tomb in question
may post-date Ezanas very considerably. However, in level (4c),
which, with (4d) overlies (l4e) where the coin was found, was
a sherd of African Red Slip ware, dated to ¢,350=-4004D, so the
cutting of the shaft through the platform, and the filling,
could have occured by the mid-4th century.

The remaining coins of the Anon. AE.1 and 2 classes were found
in wvarious of the ST. trenches in not very significant contexts,
beyond showing activity in the Park in the fourth and fifth
centuries AD. One, of Anon. AL.2 type, 800/74, was found in
Shaft Tomb (Catacomb) B, (ST.XXIIG (5cl)) 4in the fill of the

shaft, which was sealed by level (4) which contained a coin of



Wazena, 799/74, in ST.XXIIG (4a); level (3) of the same trench
contained a coin of the Anon. AE.1 type 798/74, There is nothing
surprising in the finding a coin of the early fifth century (?)
issue Anon., AE.2 in the fill of a tomb later sealed by a deposit
containing a coih of Wazena; the coin of Anon., AE,1 type must
have been either a still circulating piece of the earlier issue,
a stray, or from a part of the deposits overlying the platform
area not disturbed when the Shailt of Shaft Tomb B was dug.

The coinage of Wazena is the commonest type in the Stele Fark.
There were seven specimens of the issue Wagzena AE.l1 found in the
trenches of the central area, as well as two from Shaft Tomb A.
The dating evidence for this kings coing, from both internal stylistic
factors, and archaeological evidence, is still a problem.
Generally, he is placed amongst the latest of the Aksuumite
rulers, but there is a certain amount of evidence for a fifth<
century date, hinging on the possibility of his identity with
the king Ousanas or COusana know from his gold issues. No bronzes
for Ousana(s) are known, and the Wazena AE.l1 type would comfortably
fill this gap. Ousanals) himself has been redated recently
(Anfray 1968; Munro-Hay 1978; Oddy and Munro-Hay 1980; Hunro-Hay
1984) to the fifth centmry, Anzani, Vaccaroc and others having

previously given him a post-Kaleb date.



Wazena and Ousana(s).

Puglisi's evidence (194%0), and de Contenson's (1958)
division of the coinage based on the Aksum 1988 excavations, are
enough to distinguish and widely separate Yusanas the pre-
Christian king and Ousana(s), AR 'no symbol' type, from Wazena.
But there are two fﬁ}her Aksumite kings with the names Yusana
and Cusanas, issuers of gold coins,who belong to the Christian
series largely from South Arabia, though in fact only Ousanas
A.181 has such a provenance (and some of the Ousana examples have
been acquiared in Ethiopia proper, though none were with attested
provenance (pers.comm. G.Tringali). The style of the portraits
and the costume of the AE Wazena (Za-Wazen, taken as a title by
Mordini (1949)), are as close to those of the gold of Ousana as
of any other king; some of tiie Nezana and Nezool , The Anon. AV.2
Kaleb, and Alla Amidas/Allamirwis, are similar, but nothing of
the later kings seems a likely parallel. The Ousas AV.Z2 (A.190)
is similar too. The curved form of the aigrette at the king's
forehaad, and the 'humped' style of the robes, incline with the
curved fillet to identify the two kings VYusana and Wazena; the
reverse cross has an excellent predecessor with Ebana AR. 1; the
Ge'ez of Wazena is neater and better aligned than Israel, 'Armah,
Gersem, Hataz; the B is not rounded, but triangular like some
of the examples of Ioel, Za-Ya 'abiyo la-Madkhen Negus, Kaleb
and MHDYS, (Munro-Hay 1984iii). The use of Ge'ez is to be
expected, at any time after Wazeba and MHDYS; but despite these

features there are other aspects of the coins of Wazena which

11



seem later.

Of these, the appearance of the sceptre cruciger in the form
of a barley-stalk is paralleled by "Armah AH, 1, { a type
resembling Za-Ya 'abiyo la-Madkhen Negus (Wazena) AR.3 in its
reverse architectural scene). Also, there is the use of
symbols in the field, as single and triple dots, crescents,
small crosses, Wmich occur also on some AR and Al coins of
' Armah, Ioel, Za-Ya 'abiyo la lladkhen Negus, Gersem and Hataz.
These symbols, which seem to have some chronohogical significance,
are lacking for the reigns of Kaleb and his predecessors. As
is so ﬂf.tan the case, the stylistic criteria may be interpreted
to favor both sides ot the argument, depending where the emphasis
ia put.

Archaeclogical evidence, from Aksum (de Contenscon 1958], has
Wazena in Group III with Za-Ya 'abiyo la=-Madkhen Negus and
' Armah; Anon, AE. 1 and 2 and Ebana and Ioel precede in Group I1I.
The inscription of Wazena AE., I being the Ge'ez version of
TOYTGAPECHTHXWPA has led to a suggestion of a Vth or VIth
century date by Chittick (1974), commenting on the coin evidence
for the dating of the Stele Park, 1973-4. Fuglisi found Wazena's
coins with 'Armah, Anon, AE 2 and Ioel, tending to agree with
de Contenson's grouping, though the groups overlap. Wazena's
style of bust and design are much closer to the earlier styles
than Iocel's, yet Icel certainly appears to precede in de

Contenson's estimation. Wazena accordingly, has been placed

(Munro-Hay 1978 loc. var., 1984 p.140) with Wazena AR.1l, later



than IEEl, and not with the gold of his homonyms before Kaleb;
but the possibility that he is in fact identical with Alla
Amidas, direct successor or contemporary ruler to Kaleb, has
emerged from the suggestions put forward in Munro-Hay, EICES
1984, This suggestion solvew all the difficulties of style and
the presence of 'control-marks', and would place Wazena around

the second quarter of the 5th century AD.

Shaft Tomb A.

Shaft Tomb A contained, like Shaft Tomb By, a coin of the iAnon.
AE.2 type in the lower part of the fill (270/73, ST.XX (8)).
More puzzling were the coins of Wazena and Hataz within the tomb
itself; 273/73 and "T4/73, Wazena AE.l; "72/73 Hataz AE.2; 807/7h,
Hataz AE.2, The excavator commented that there must have been
some disturbances in his region, perhaps robber activity, [Chittick
1974, p.171) since the ccinage from this tomb would seem to cover
too long a period for all the types to have been in current
circulation. However, as noted above, doubts have been expressed
about the position of these ccins in the sequence. The Anon.
AE.2 type of the fifth century may have run until the reign of

whose RE I 1ssve simply replaces Ke anonymows I'cfd wilh, e kulg'l nane,

Kaleb,| and if Wazena was a contemporary of Kaleb's (see above)
there is no difficulty there. Hataz, as sug.ested in both
Hahn 1983, and Munro-Hay, EICES 1984, way not have been the
last Aksumite coin-issuikng king, but may rather have reigned

inthe later sixth century; if so, his coins could easily have

accompanied others current in the earlier part of the century.
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Enda Sem'on.

In ES 1, in level (7), below the floor of the smrviving
structure, were found three coins ;f the Anon. AE. 2 type,
73/295, 296 and 297. If this building is part of the same
structure as the ruuﬁqs in ES IV, some 15m. north and on the
same alignment, it is interesting to observe that the fill
(ES IV (5) and (5a)) of these latter contained,apart from
Anon., AE. 1 and 2, a coin of Wazena, 73/314, (ES IV (5)); one
of the Anon. AR 1 type of Za-Ya'abiyo la-Madkhen Negus, 73/319,
(ES IV (5a)); one of Gersem AE. la, 73/11, (ES IV (5)); one
of Hataz AE.1l, 73/312, (ES IV (5)); and twenty-nine of Hataz AE
2, 73/309, 313 (2), 316, 317 (6), 318 (9), (all ES IV (5))s 3<0,
321, 322 (3), 323-4, 326-328 all E5 IV (5a); 329 came from
ES IV (5b). Schedule nos, for these are 58-93, (m.b. the
similar predominance of llataz' coins in the Maryam Tseyon
Niveau II; de Contenson 1963, p.8). The excavator assumed that
the finding of Anon. AE 2 below the floor of L5 I precluded the
possibility of this part of the building being earlier than the
sixth century AD; but the re-dating of the type to an earlier
period brings the possibility of a fifth-century date. if
the two areas ES I and ES IV are from the same structure, there
is still, in the Anon. AE 1, 325/73, ES IV(5a), an earlier coin
in the fil! than under the floor, and it must be assumed to be
a stray or from a still-circulating issue. The rest of the

sixlk

coins scem to represent continuous é%h century occupation of

the structures untit at least the time of Hataz or Gersem,



In ES V(11) coins of Gersem (345/73) and Hataz (346/73)

were found; the deposits were in the fill of room 4; a coin

of Ebana (in bronze) was found in room 1, {54?!?3}, EsS V (15),

a level sealed by (10), which contained coins of Hataz and Ioel
sixfk

(334=7, 339-344/73). The indication is of &%h century occupation

in the rooms, the Ebana coin being either from an earlier

deposit (no floo® is memtioned, but a note for level (16) mentions

a '"square pit' (possibly from an earlier structure?) below

(15), and in turn sealing (19) which everlies bedrock and is

'pre-building?' or a 5th century coin in long use.

The IW Building.

The structure at the site of IW seems to have been a
(two-storey?) building which was destroyed by fire. The
area yielded, in the debris on the floor of cne of the r.oms,

coins of king 'Armah, 823/74, the Anon. AB. 2 type,

824/74 and an illegible bronze coin 822/7h4. All of these were
found together in IW. 1A (5). It seems quite likely in view
of this that de Contenson was correct in his opinion that
the circulation of the Anon. 4E. 2 coins went on for a

considerable time, (early C.5th - late C6th?}.

The Kaleb Building.

Trench 1,was dug by the outer wall of a structure near the

NE corner of the northern church. Walls of three periocds were
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found, with coins prodominantly of 'Armah below the topsoil,
277 and 65/73, KAL I (2), and of Ioel(279-80/73, Igel' AE. '3) in
the fill, KAL  (4) and KAL I (3a), and 3 in a pit (KAL I(5a),
room B), in the floor 281/73 (i-iii). A coin of Ouazebas
also in this level may have been from below the floor, 282/73.
A coin of Ouazebas 278/73, was in the make-up of the flo.ur
of one room, Room A, KAL I(3f), and two . of the Anon. AL 2
'Kaleb' type (284 and 286/73) in the floor make-up of

another, KAL la (4a). None of this information is at odds with
the proposed order of kings: the excavator's date of the Vith
century could, as in the ES byilding, perhaps be a century
earlier, since the re-dating proposed for the Anon. AL 2: but

their circulation period may have been considerable.

DA

The coins from the DA region are of no use to the chronology,
since there are only 779/74%, Kaleb AE 2 from DA (1), topsoil,
and 780/74, Anon., AE 1, from DA (1) clearance. However, 779/7T4,
151 on the Aksum schedule, is of interest as it is apparently
a ndw type, described as 'mew type in Ge'ez with cross on
reverse'!. The coin remains in the Aksum Museum and cannot, at

present, be studied.

GT

Only two coins came from the GI trenches, both Anon. AE. 1,

781-2/74, nos. 153 and 154 in the schedule. DBoth also came



from topsoil levels, GT VI (1), and GT X (1) respectively.
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Merc® inscr. :
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Ezana(s)

Eon Bisi Anaath

Anonymeuvs AV.| coins
CuazEbas
MHDYS

Fbana (Fsbafl or Fsbana)
Ousas

Ousana(s)

Nezana
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Tazena

Khaléb Ella Asbeha
W'zB

Alla Amidas
Allamiruis

Ella Gabaz

Ashama Ibn Abjar
Ioel

Wazena

Za=~ya®abiyo la Madkhen Negus

"Armah
Israel

Iathlia
Gersem

Hataz

Flla Sahel (?)
Dan’gl

Hobw , 1783

Tndubis

2 &

Afpnllas; Ousanas=Sembrouthes
Masalis IElla Amida

Fzanas; Ousanas II=Sazanas
Flla Asbeha

Ron; Wazebas II (W'ZB)
MHDYS
E(s)bana

Ousa(na)s III;Nezana=Nezool
=Tazena

Kaleb=E1la Asbaha
Allamidas=Allamiruis; Ellagabaz
Iathlia

Gersem; Ioel; Hataza

Israel;

dazen Sagad=Za Wazenaz
Armaha
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c. 200 & PRT [ By }
Z0: Es DBH (GRMT
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Sembrouthés g -2 4

Endubis

SERAGBNF /philas T
ESriazeba ¥ ?
Ella Amida= Ousanas I ?
Mon. Adulit and Meros
inscriptions? ¢
Ezana(s) C.4th
MHDYS

LuazFbas

Eon Bisi Anaaph

Ebana

Anon_ymous AV.I coins.
Qusas and/or C.5th

Ousana(s)

Nezana and/or Nezodl=
Tazena ?

Khalgb Flla Asbeha

Alla amidas=Allamiruis=
dazena AR.4 and AE.I ?

Ella Gabaz=AGD ? =WiZB 7
1581

Iathlia=Hataz ? C.6th
Israsl
ATtal C.7th.
Gersem

B,

(n.b Type designations(AR.. aV.. etec) are those taken

from Munro-Hay I984, where there are drawings of all

known coin types. A full set of photographs was pub-

lished by Hahn (1983),
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