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NORTHERN ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATES LTD 

LAND AT BARK POTS TEA ROOM, CRASTER, NORTHUMBERLAND 

Negative Watching Brief Report 

Site name: The Bark Pots, 9 West End, Craster  Grid reference: NU 25677 19896 

Parish: Craster District: Alnwick County: Northumberland 

Administrative authority: Northumberland County Council Development: Residential 

Client: Shepherd Offshore Ltd Contractor: HFF Civil Engineering Ltd 

Planning application reference: 14/04120/OUT 

Site supervisor: Greg Speed Project manager: Mathew Town 

Fieldwork Date(s): 6-26 June 2019 NAA project number: 1487  

NAA report number: 19/69 Report date: 08 July 2019 

 

Reasons for watching brief 

Archaeological monitoring was undertaken in advance of construction of six new dwellings on 

a brownfield site formerly occupied successively by quarry works, a lorry depot and a café. The 

site is bordered along its northern edge by a small stream, Craster Burn (Fig. 2), which runs 

partially within a covered culvert, and which may have been used as the mill-race for a 19th-

century sawmill. The development was considered to have the potential to disturb important 

archaeological remains associated with post-medieval mill-races and covered drains, earlier 

watercourses, and evidence for the local fishing industry. The archaeological monitoring was 

undertaken in response to an archaeological brief issued by Northumberland County Council 

(NCCCT 2015) and followed an agreed Written Scheme of Investigation (NAA 2018).  

Results 

The main elements of the development consist of a row of six new houses (numbered 1 to 6 from 

north-east to south-west), a large attenuation drain and associated manholes, shallower services 

and an access roadway (Fig. 2). In general, as part of the development levels were to be raised 

significantly across the north-eastern and central parts of the site and along the line of the new 

access roadway. At its south-western end, construction was to begin from (but ultimately raised 

above) approximately the existing ground level, which could be seen to have been made-up to 

provide a level base for the concrete footings of former industrial structures (Plate 1). This meant 
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that the shallower services across the site would have no impact upon any significant 

archaeological deposits that might be present at a greater depth. In addition, the new houses on 

plots 4-6 were to be constructed upon piled foundations, affording no opportunity for 

archaeological monitoring.      

Prior to commencement of archaeological monitoring, the site had been the subject of clearance 

including demolition of the former café and removal of vegetation. In addition, a programme of 

remediation works had been carried out to remove contaminated ground extending across the 

central part of the development area including the site of the former café, house plot 3 and parts 

of house plots 2 and 4. Deposits had been removed to a depth of 1-1.5m and replaced with hard-

core.  

As a consequence of the above factors, archaeological monitoring was restricted to the north-

eastern half of the site, including excavation of the 32m-long trench for the new attenuation drain 

along the north-western site boundary, and excavation of the footings for house-plots 1 and 2. 

Excavation of the trench for the attenuation drain, designed to collect rainwater from the 

shallower drainage and feed it gradually into the Craster Burn at the north-eastern corner of the 

site, showed that the north-eastern part of the site had been subject to significant landfill in the 

later 20th century when levelled for use as a lorry depot. This landfill deposit was 1.2-1.6m thick 

and consisted of a variety of demolition debris and material such as orange plastic fencing and 

lorry mudguards (Plate 2). Due to the unstable nature of this material, the trench had to be dug 

down to a more solid deposit, revealing the former ground surface, which consisted of alluvial 

clay presumably deposited by over-bank flooding of the adjacent burn. Towards the south-

western end of the trench, its line was crossed by a former dog-leg of the culvert containing the 

Craster Burn. At this point, the top of the north-western stone wall of the culvert and part of its 

silt infill were observed in the base of the trench 1.3m below the existing ground level (bgl.), 

although flooding of the trench prevented any further investigation (Plate 3). To the west of the 

culvert dog-leg, near the south-western end of the new trench, brown clay natural geology was 

observed at a depth of 1.8m bgl., directly overlain by dumps of crushed stone and gravel capped 

by a tarmac surface at 1.2m bgl.        

At the north-eastern end of the site, the footings for the rear of house 1 cut slightly into the slope 

at the back (south-eastern) of the site, showing that the trackway bordering the south-eastern side 

of the site had been built-out using whinstone quarry debris capped by a thick deposit of quarry 

finings. These unstable deposits extended to a depth of c.1.3m bgl. and extended below-ground 

across the southern half of house plot 1 (Plate 4). They overlay a 0.2m thick layer of yellow-
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brown clay, which probably represented a former soil horizon. Below this was a natural, 

presumably alluvial, deposit of yellow clayey sand and pebbles extending to a depth of more 

than 2.1m bgl. A similar sequence of deposits was seen in the footing trenches in the south-

eastern part of house plot 2, where outcropping whinstone bedrock was intermittently observed 

at a depth of c.2m bgl.  

Approximately 5m from the south-eastern edge of the development area these deposits appeared 

to be cut by the gently-sloping edge of what was presumably a former channel of the Craster 

Burn, filled with dark greenish-grey silty clays and silts. At the northern corner of house plot 2, 

the lowest observed part of the fill-sequence produced an early 20th-century glass bottle from a 

depth of c.2.0m bgl. These deposits were overlain by up to 1.5m of the same landfill deposit 

observed in the attenuation drain trench. To the west, the footings for house plot 2 extended into 

the area that had been subject to remediation works.  

No significant archaeological deposits were observed during the course of the monitoring, and 

no pre-20th century artefacts were found.         

Documentation: Two accompanying figures and four accompanying plates 

Archive deposition: Internal at NAA 
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Land at Bark Pots Tea Room, Craster: site location
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Land at Bark Pots Tea Room, Craster: proposed development plan showing areas of archaeological monitoring
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Figure 2
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Land at Bark Pots Tea Room, Craster: eastern end of attenuation
drain trench showing modern landfill above former 

ground surface
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Land at Bark Pots Tea Room, Craster: view looking east along 
the site with concrete building footings in foreground

Plate 1©NAA 2019



Land at Bark Pots Tea Room, Craster: dog-leg section of stream
culvert in base of attenuation drain trench, culvert wall base

below left end of 1m scale
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Land at Bark Pots Tea Room, Craster:
quarry debris overlying natural deposits

at south corner of House Plot 1

Plate 4©NAA 2019


