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 NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY 
 
This document sets out the results from archaeological works carried 
out by West Sussex Archaeology Ltd during development works, on 
behalf of the owner, on land to the rear of Clinkers, Winchester Road, 
Chawton, Hampshire. The site lies within an area of archaeological 
potential defining the historic core of the settlement of Chawton, 
however no archaeological remains were revealed in the single 
excavated trench. 
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BACKGROUND 

 

Topographical Background 
 

 

Figure 1 Site location. © Crown copyright. All rights reserved. License number: AL100036068 

 
1. Clinkers lies immediately to the north of Jane Austin’s House on the 

west side of Winchester Road in the centre of the village of Chawton in 
Hampshire (see Fig.1). The site itself lies to the west of Clinkers, in an 
area currently forming part of its back garden, at c. 114m aOD and 
centred at OS grid reference SU 7080 3764. The underlying geology of 
the site is chalk. 

 
Planning Background 
 

2. The owner of Clinkers has obtained planning permission 
(SDNP/13/05590/FUL) from South Downs National Park/East 
Hampshire District Council for the erection of a detached dwelling to 
the rear of the existing property. Condition 13 of that planning 
permission states that: “No work shall start on site until the developer 
has secured the implementation of a programme of archaeological 
work in accordance with a written scheme of investigation and 
recording which has first been submitted to and approved in writing by 
the Planning Authority.” 

 
1. West Sussex Archaeology Ltd (WSA) was appointed by the owner of 

Clinkers to carry out the archaeological works required to meet this 
condition. A Written Scheme of Investigation, drawn up by WSA, set 
out the methodology used in order to fulfil the terms of the condition 
(WSA 2014). 

  
2. This report details the results of that archaeological work, which was 

carried out on 7th May 2014 by George Anelay of WSA. The project 



 

 
Report on Archaeological Works at Clinkers, Winchester Road, Chawton, Hampshire 

 
Page 4 

archive, which consists solely of paperwork, will be deposited with 
Hampshire County Council’s Museum Service. 

 
Historical Background 
 

1. Although there are no known archaeological records relating to the site 
itself, it does lie within an area of archaeological potential as identified 
in Hampshire County Council’s 'A Survey of Historic Rural Settlement 
in Hampshire'. This area of archaeological potential comprises the 
historic core of the settlement of Chawton and as such there is 
potential for archaeological deposits relating to the origins and 
development of the settlement as well as for archaeological remains 
associated with activities that might have taken place at the edge of 
this settlement core. Clinkers itself is a Grade II listed property 
originating as two timber-framed cottages dating the 17th century (LB 
No.1339039). 

 
RESULTS 
 

 

Figure 2 Site plan showing the position of the excavated trench. 

 
1. A single archaeological investigation trench, 1.5m wide and 15m long, 

was excavated over the site of the proposed dwelling to ascertain 
whether any archaeological remains were likely to exist in area to be 
affected (see Fig.2).  
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Figure 3 The investigation trench looking east. The scale is 1m. 

 
2. Above the undisturbed geology was a 0.15m thick layer of smooth 

dark-mid brown silty subsoil underlying 0.25m of dark brown topsoil. 
Both these layers contained frequent flint gravel, with the topsoil also 
containing occasional post-medieval to modern tile, brick and pottery 
fragments. No other artefacts were recovered. 



 

 
Report on Archaeological Works at Clinkers, Winchester Road, Chawton, Hampshire 

 
Page 6 

3. Two deeper sondages were excavated into the underlying geology for 
geo-technical purposes, one in the centre of the trench and the other at 
its west end. These revealed that it was composed of three 
superimposed deposits, with the upper being a mid-brown flint gravel, 
above a red/brown clay with abundant flint gravel, which in turn overlay 
the chalk. Both the upper deposits varied in thickness and the depth of 
the chalk was not consistent, lying at 1.35m in the centre of the trench 
and 1.85m at its west end, despite the current ground surface having a 
gently slope of 0.13m in the opposite direction between these two 
points. Mixed within the overlying clay and gravel were patches of 
Coombe Rock. 

 

 

Figure 4 The left image shows the north face of the central sondage and the right image that 
in the western. The scale is 1m. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 

1. No evidence was found during this excavation for any activity 
associated with historic village of Chawton. It would therefore appear 
that, at least for this part of the area of archaeological potential, such 
evidence did not extend this far to the rear of the street frontage.  
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