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 NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY 
 
This document sets out the results from an archaeological watching 
brief carried out by West Sussex Archaeology Ltd. on behalf of Mr. 
Philip Huxham at Pitlands Farm, Up Marden, West Sussex. The watching 
brief was carried out in two phases from 30th January – 13th March 2008 
and 10th November 2010 – 18th January 2011. The watching brief was in 
response to a condition of a planning permission for the re-development 
of some farm buildings which lie close to a known Roman villa. The 
principal result of this archaeological work has been to demonstrate that 
no remains associated with the villa lie under the southern part of the 
modern farm courtyard. Only two significant archaeological features 
were found, both pits probably dating to the medieval occupation of the 
site. In addition a number of Roman artefacts were recovered, due to the 
proximity of the villa; of particular note were two fragments of a 
Bembridge Limestone slab, possibly originally from a monumental 
Roman building, but re-used as a rainwater drain. 
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BACKGROUND 

 

Topographical Background 
 

 

Figure 1 Site location. © Crown copyright. All rights reserved. License number: AL100036068 

 
1. Pitlands Farm lies 10km to the north-west of Chichester in the parish of 

Compton, West Sussex, at 60m aOD, OS grid reference SU 7967 
1235. Geologically the site lies on the Newhaven chalk formation. 

 
2. Mr. Huxham obtained planning permission (CP/06/02811/FUL) from 

Chichester District Council for the change of use of redundant farm 
buildings to letting units and holiday/rental accommodation. Condition 
13 of that permission stated that “an archaeological investigation of the 
site shall be carried out in accordance with a specification to be 
submitted to and agreed by the Local Planning Authority in writing 
following the demolition of any existing buildings and before the 
commencement of any building works.  The investigation shall be 
undertaken by an appropriately qualified archaeologist, and shall 
include the recording of findings and subsequent publication of results”. 
Condition 14 of that permission stated that “the developer shall arrange 
for an archaeological organisation or appropriately qualified 
archaeologists to observe the excavations and record archaeological 
evidence that may be uncovered as a result of the development”. 

 
3. West Sussex Archaeology Ltd. (WSA) was appointed by the Mr. 

Huxham, to carry out the archaeological works required to meet these 
conditions. This report details the results of that archaeological work, 
which was carried out in two phases from 30th January – 13th March 
2008 and 10th November 2010 – 18th January 2011, by George Anelay 
of West Sussex Archaeology Ltd. The project archive, which consists 
solely of paperwork, will be deposited with West Sussex Records 
Office. 
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Historical Background 
 

1. Two campaigns of archaeological excavation have taken place at 
Pitlands Farm, the first in 1966-1969 and the second 1992-1993. These 
excavations uncovered part of the remains of a substantial Roman villa 
on the site, dating from the Flavian period until at least the fourth 
century AD. Although a substantial bath building was revealed, 
together with an aisled hall, it is believed that the principal dwelling 
house is still to be located (Down 1979, 1992 & 1993). 

 
2. Post-Roman occupation was attested by finds of Saxo-Norman and 

medieval pottery in the topsoil and in at least two large pits dug into the 
Roman remains. The earliest parts of the present farmhouse are 
believed to date to the 16th century, which is also the date that 
documentary references to Pitlands Farm begin (Down 1979, 1992 & 
1993). 

 
RESULTS 
 

 

Figure 2 Plan indicating location of all excavated areas in red. 
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1. The archaeological work at Pitlands Farm consisted of the monitoring 
of ground reductions and service trenches. The floor levels in the 
existing barn, stable, cartshed and store were reduced. Further 
reductions took place to the east of the barn & stable and to the south 
of the barn & cartshed. Service trenches for both foul and rainwater 
drainage were dug and fed into new foul and rainwater tanks (see Fig. 
2). Only four archaeological features were found as a result of this 
work: two pits, one ditch and a short stretch of brick foundation (see 
Fig.3).  

 
 

 
 

Figure 3 Plan showing the location of the archaeological features. 
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2. Pit 1 lay to the south-east of the barn and was partially excavated 

where it lay within the reduced area to the east of the barn & stable. 
The pit was 1.9m deep and measured 5m north-south; its overall east-
west dimension was not visible, but a width of 2.2m was excavated 
where it lay within the area impacted by the development. The lower 
layers (8 – 12) filling the pit were composed of silt, brickearth and 
chalk, containing only a few fragments of animal bone. The upper silt 
layers (5 – 7) were markedly different containing evidence of burnt 
material, gravel, Roman pot, tile and animal bone. The pit had been cut 
through two layers of mid brown soils (2 & 3), but was overlain by the 
current topsoil (1).  

 

 

Figure 4 Pit 1, looking east. The scale is 2m. 

 
3. Similar pits revealed during previous excavations on the site were 

dated to the medieval period, although no post-Roman artefacts were 
recovered from Pit 1. A total of 13 sherds of Rowlands Castle grey-
wares dating from the mid 1st to the late 3rd centuries AD were 
recovered, together with one sherd of New Forest colour-coated ware 
dating to the late 3rd or 4th century (see Appendix 1). The animal bone 
recovered came from four species: horse, cattle, goat and sheep. The 
bone assemblage suggests that it is composed of the remains of 
butchery waste (see Appendix 2), with a surprising variety of species 
represented from such a small assemblage in a rural medieval context. 
This might suggest that the material filling the upper part of the pit 
(layer 5 – 7) are primarily made up of rubbish gathered from the 
remains of the Roman occupation of the site, rather than the presumed 
smaller medieval settlement. 
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Figure 5 Section drawing of Pit 1.  

 
4. Pit 2 was located within the stable and was 1.3m wide, 0.8m deep and 

c.2m long. It was filled with material similar to that found in Pit 1, with 
layers of silt, brickearth, chalk and burnt material; however no artefacts 
were recovered from the 0.4m trench excavated through it. 

 

 

Figure 6 Pit 2, looking east. The scale is 1m. 

 
5. The date and purpose of Pits 1 & 2 is unclear. It is possible that they 

are Roman in date, but the evidence of the pits excavated as a result of 
the previous work on the site suggests such holes to be medieval. In 
addition no other evidence for Roman activity was found in any of the 
areas examined as part of this project. Their purpose is hard to identify; 
it would seem unlikely that they were excavated for extraction since 
they have been dug into layers of mixed gravels, brickearth and 
coombe rock. This would suggest that they were dug to be used as pits 
in which some activity took place, but no clues were discovered to 
indicate what that may have been. The rubbish with which they had 
subsequently been filled is most likely in part to have been collected 
from the remains of the villa to the north, since in Pit 1 significant 
quantities of Roman artefacts were found.  
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6. The Ditch was found running east-west under the stable floor and then 
beyond its east-wall. It was c.0.4m deep and 1m wide and filled with 
dark silt. No artefacts were recovered from the two 0.4m sections 
excavated through it. Its size and shape would suggest it is a boundary 
ditch, possibly related to the field boundary which still runs eastwards 
from the north-east corner of the stable and which may have originally 
extended further westwards before the stable was constructed.  

 

 

Figure 7 Section across the ditch within the stable, looking east. The scale is 1m in both. 

 
7. A Brick Foundation, running north-south, was uncovered in the 

western half of the existing barn, c.3m from its west wall, beneath the 
modern floor. It was composed of 22 x 10.5 x 6.5cm sized bricks set in 
a grey ash mortar. The size of the bricks and the nature of the mortar 
suggest a 19th century date, and it is probable that these foundations 
relate to previous internal sub-divisions of the existing barn. 
Presumably they were originally more extensive, but were largely 
destroyed by more modern re-modelling.  

 

 

Figure 8 The brick foundation within the barn, looking south. The scale is 1m. 
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8. The undisturbed geology, consisting of brickearth, gravels and coombe 
rock overlying the chalk, was reached in many areas of the site, 
dependant upon the depth of the trenches and quantity of overburden 
(see Fig. 4). In these areas there was no sign of any historic occupation 
of the site, save for the features described above and the existing farm 
buildings. 

 

 

Figure 9 Plan showing the areas in which                                                                  
undisturbed geology was reached. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 

1. The most significant result of the current project has been to 
demonstrate the absence of any Roman buildings in the southern part 
of the current farmyard. Indeed comparatively few Roman artefacts 
were recovered, with the exception of the contents of Pit 1 and in the 
footings of the store extension. This would suggest that any further 
parts of the known Roman villa presumably exist to the north. Indeed it 
would seem entirely possible that the bath house first excavated in the 
1960’s forms part of the south wing of the Roman villa, with the 
principle dwelling house lying to the north (see Fig.11).  
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Figure 10 Plan showing the location of the Roman buildings excavated in the 1960’s 
and 1990’s with a suggest layout of the villa as a whole shaded in pink. 

 
2. In terms of archaeological remains discovered by this project, the only 

two features of significance were the Pits 1 & 2, which may relate to the 
medieval occupation of the site, although their exact function remains 
unclear. Of the artefacts recovered the most significant objects were 
two fragments of a Bembridge Limestone slab, possibly originally from 
a monumental Roman building, but re-used as a rainwater drain (see 
Appendix 3). 
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APPENDIX 1 
 
The Pottery from Pit 1 by Jane Timby 
 
The archaeological work resulted in the recovery of 14 sherds of pottery 
weighing 405 g dating to the Roman period. The sherds were well preserved 
with some large, moderately unabraded bits reflected in a higher average 
sherd size suggesting little ongoing disturbance of deposits. A summary of the 
pottery can be found in Table 1. 
 
Most of the sherds appear to be products of the Rowlands Castle kiln on the 
basis of form and fabric. There are at least three jars present which 
correspond with Dicks (2009) classification of forms D2, D3 and D5. 
Unfortunately these are not closely datable spanning the mid 1st to 3rd 
centuries. Also present is the base of a New Forest colour-coated flagon 
which probably dates to after AD 270. 
 
Reference 
Dicks, J, 2009, The Rowlands Castle Romano-British pottery industry, J 
Roman Pottery Stud 14, 51-66 
 
Table 1 
Fabric Form No Wt Date 

     

Pit 1     

Rowlands Castle neckless jar 2 91 mid C1-late C2 

Rowlands Castle large neckless jar 5 198 mid C1-late C3 

Rowlands Castle carinated neckless jar 1 11 mid C1-late C3 

Rowlands Castle body/ basesherds 5 87 mid C1-late C3 

New Forest colour-coated ?flagon base 1 18 late 3rd-4th 

     

TOTAL  14 405  
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A further 14 sherds of unstratifed Roman pottery @ 0.95kg came from the 
excavations, one sherd from under the barn floor and the remainder from the  
footings to the store extension. This has not been reported on in detail, but is 
held with the site archive. 
 
APPENDIX 2 
 
The Animal Bone from Pit 1 by Martyn Allen 
 
A small quantity of animal bone was recovered from a single pit context at 
Pitlands Farm. The assemblage is too small to provide any detailed insight 
into the social or economic workings of the site but instead the analysis of the 
remains are described here and presented with a short discourse as to the 
nature of the bone group. 
 
The animal bone and their analysis 
The assemblage contains twenty specimens, seven of which could be 
identified to species. Out of these seven, at least three but probably four 
different species are identified: horse, cattle, goat and sheep. 
 
Horse: 
The horse was represented by a maxilla fragment or upper jaw bone from the 
skull. This specimen contained three teeth: a 4th premolar, 1st and 2nd molars. 
The specimen had fragmented enough for the 4th premolar and 2nd molar to 
come loose from the main body. There is slight evidence of uneven wear on 
the surface of two of the teeth where they fit together. This variation in the 
occlusal line seems to be due to some abnormal wear. It may be related to 
biting, indicating that the horse had been ridden during the latter period of its 
life, but on current evidence this is tentative. 
 
Cattle: 
The bovid is represented by a single right mandible. The specimen comes 
from a young individual because the deciduous premolars (dp2, dp3 and dp4) 
are still present in the mandible. The 1st molar (M1) has erupted and is in wear 
but the 2nd molar (M2) remains unerupted in its crypt. Based on Grant’s (1982) 
ageing system for cattle, the mandible was assigned a wear score of 11 (M1 = 
b [7]; M2 = E [3]; M3 estimated = C [1] – the dp4 was at stage c), indicating 
the animal to have been between 6-18 months old at the time of death. The 
mandible also showed signs of pathology. The bone surface between the dp4 
and the M1 had receded to form a crater in between the dentition and 
exposing the trabecular bone lying underneath (Figure 11). This feature 
seems to have been caused by the formation of an abscess and maybe the 
result of early periodontal disease as the bone line shows some sign of 
recession and bowing along the lingual side of the mandible. The pathology 
does seem, however, to have been relatively young. Despite having time to 
form a crater in the bone beneath the gingival cuff (the gum-line around the 
teeth), the adjacent teeth show no sign of the infection suggesting that it had 
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not had enough time to damage the enamel, which is a far harder and more 
mineralised material than ‘normal’ bone. 
 

 

Figure 11; Locus of pathology in the cattle mandible. 

 
As well as the mandible specimen a left proximal metatarsal and a left scapula 
were identified as cattle. On the metatarsal the bottom half seems to have 
been lost after breaking from the specimen as well as loss of the lateral side. 
Much of this breakage seems to have been prior to deposition and, whilst this 
may be related to the extraction of the bone marrow, the proximal epiphysis 
shows signs of heavy canid gnawing suggesting that the bone had been 
broken up due to the actions of dogs rather than, or as well as, people. The 
scapula specimen was a largely complete fragment of the blade. The 
articulating process and the spina had both been removed prior to deposition. 
Whilst no signs of butchery were evident these parts of the scapula may have 
been chopped during butchery and further pre-depositional breakage may 
have occurred because of this activity. 
 
Goat: 
Goat was represented by two horncores. These were left and right specimens 
which, along with their similar appearance, suggests that they were from the 
same individual. Whilst these were mostly complete the specimens had 
broken slightly at the base and at the tips which, unfortunately, negate 
standard measurements from being taken, though they do look to be 
particularly large examples (Figure 12). 
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Figure 12; Goat horncores (left and right). 

 
Sheep/Goat: 
A sheep/goat left tibia fragment was also present in the assemblage. This only 
consisted of the middle part of the diaphysis. Whilst both ends of the 
specimen included modern breakage and fracturing, the distal end had clearly 
been chopped traversely three quarters through from the lateral side. The final 
part had snapped on the medial side where the cleaver did not fully make it 
though the whole bone. Whilst it could be argued that the specimen derived 
from the same animal that produced the large goat horncores, the specimen 
looks to be quite small relative to most medieval ovicaprid tibia and is very 
likely to be from a sheep. 
 
Other specimens: 
Beyond the specimens identified to species were ten fragments from the skull 
of a large mammal. It is unclear whether this is from the horse or the cow but 
it seems from the appearance and preservation of much of the material that 
these had broken up from the horse’s skull. There may, of course, be 
fragments from both. Three long bone fragments from a large ungulate were 
also present. From their morphology they are reminiscent of a tibia but have 
fragmented too much for a positive identification. One of these specimens 
shows signs of considerable canid gnawing which probably accounts for much 
of the breakage. The final specimen is the proximal shaft of a rib from a 
sheep-sized animal. There are no signs of modification on the bone. 
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Discussion 
The predominance of head and foot bones suggests that the assemblage 
represents, though not fully, the primary butchery of domestic livestock after 
slaughter. The removal of the goat horncores may have been to extract the 
horn for craft-working though it is uncertain why more of the skull is not 
present. Whilst some of the assemblage indicates the initial discards post-
slaughter, other body parts which are meat-bearing are also present, such as 
the scapula and the tibia/e, so the deposit does not particularly look like the 
remains from a repeated specialised domestic or industrial activity. The 
presence of canid gnawing on some of the bones suggests that they had 
been left out for some time prior to deposition so the remains may be the 
result of a collection of animal parts from nearby which were picked up and 
deposited in the pit. This may explain the variation in activities indicated by the 
body parts. 
 
One aspect which does make this assemblage noteworthy is that the context 
includes a surprising range of species from such a small sample. It is unusual 
for rural medieval sites to have such a range from this limited amount of 
material – particularly from a single context. This begs a few questions of the 
site and the activities of its inhabitants. Why were each of these animals 
slaughtered, butchered and deposited together rather than just a single 
species for a particular product i.e. goat/horn-working? The cattle mandible 
was from an immature animal and, at that age, had not reached full-size. If its 
slaughter was primarily for meat-production this seems rather uneconomic. 
Furthermore, if this range of animals were all slaughtered on site, where are 
the rest of the bodies? As has been suggested, the remains may not be from 
a single culling episode (or even single activity) but the animals may well have 
been present at the site as living creatures and subsequently killed there. Only 
with further material and data analysis from the site can such questions be 
further addressed. 
 
 
APPENDIX 3 
 
The Tile by George Anelay 
 

1. A total of 58 fragments of Roman tile were recovered from the 
excavations, weighing 14kg. The majority of these were from tegulae, 
34 @  8.85kg, with 13 imbrices @ 2.9kg, 10 Roman bricks @  2kg and 
1 box-flue @ 0.25kg. 

 
2. Pit 1 contained 4 imbrices @ 1.3kg, 4 brick @ 0.9kg and 12 tegulae @ 

4.5kg. 2 tegulae cutaways were present a Warry C4 (AD 160-260) and 
a Warry B6 (AD100-180). One tegula fragment with a nail hole was 
large enough to record the width of 29cm at its upper end. 

 
3. In the footings for the store extension 9 imbrices @ 1.6, 1 box flue @ 

0.25kg (with hourglass opening – flue tile type 2 in Down 1979, p.175 & 



 

 
Report on a Watching Brief at Pitlands Farm, Up Marden, West Sussex 

. 
 

Page 16 

fig.64), 6 brick @ 1.1kg and 15 tegulae @ 2.85kg were recovered. 
Three tegulae cutaways were present, a Warry C5. 

 
4. The remaining tile was recovered from under the barn floor (6 tegulae 

@ 1.3kg with a single Warry C4 cutaway (AD160-260)) and in the 
sewer connection service trench north of the stable (1 tegula @ 0.2kg). 

 
5. Tile fabrics were of three types, the most common (Fabric 1, 32 tile 

fragments) contained abundant small flints and frequent grog temper, 
the next (Fabric 2, 18 fragments) had frequent grog temper but no 
flints, while the third (Fabric 3, 8 fragments) had frequent grog and 
larger flint temper. The small size of the assemblage means that little 
further analysis was possible, save that it would appear that the 
majority of the tegulae (23 out of 34) were manufactured from the flint 
rich clay (Fabric 1). 

 
The Stone by George Anelay 
 

1. Three large fragments of Bembridge Limestone were found beneath 
the modern floor of the stable, possibly re-used as pad-stones for the 
horse stalls.  

 

 

Figure 13 The two Bembridge Limestone blocks possibly used as a drain. The scale is 30cm. 
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2. Two of these had originally been part of the same block, but had at 
some stage been broken in two at a point where a square socket, 
0.02m across, for an iron object, had been carved out. It is assumed 
that the break did not occur when the iron object was first placed in the 
socket since the stone had had time to become iron stained around it. 
The stone had originally been at least 0.12cm thick, 0.6m long and 0.42 
wide, but a considerable amount of weathering has occurred which 
makes a re-construction of its dimensions as first carved impossible. A 
chamfer, 0.025m deep, had been cut along its long side at the base. It 
is possible that an additional corresponding chamfer originally existed 
at the top of its long side, but later weathering has removed all trace. 
On its surface, which is taken to be the side with the square socket, an 
irregular line of depressions exists, running parallel with the long side, 
with its centre c.012cm from the nearest edge.  

 
3. While it is difficult to be certain as to the history of this particular stone 

block, it would seem possible that it began as a larger, well dressed 
and evenly dimensioned slab, probably with a chamfer along at least 
one of its long sides. As such it may have formed part of a large 
monumental building, probably of Roman date. It then appears to have 
been re-used as a rain-water gully for some considerable period of 
time. The irregular line of hollows are best explained as formed by 
water drops repeatedly falling in the same place and the smooth and 
worn nature of the rest of the upper side of the stone suggests running 
water. It is not possible to provide a definite date at which the stone 
was used as a drain, but it is tempting to link it to the villa, with the 
stone being brought from a demolished monumental building 
elsewhere, perhaps in Chichester, and re-used as a rain-water gully 
around its courtyard, similar to that found at Fishbourne Roman Palace. 
This must remain unproven until further stones are found in situ. The 
final use of the block would seem to have been within the stable. It is 
possible that at this stage the socket was fashioned for an iron upright, 
since there is much less weathering around the socket than on the rest 
of the stone. The subsequent removal of this iron upright may have 
been the cause of the stone breaking into two.  

 
4. The third stone is also of Bembridge Limestone, 0.065m thick, 0.54m 

long and 0.4m wide. It is of an irregular oval shape and has clearly 
been subject to much weathering. Its last use seems to have been as a 
pad-stone in the stable, although it is probable that this was not its 
original function. It may have been previously used as a pad-stone in 
an earlier building, possibly linked to the Roman villa. 

 
 
 
 


