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showed no signs whatever of their being places of burial. 
They are certainly artificial, but I can offer no conjecture as 
to their origin or purpose. 

Such is an account of an examination of a very few of the 
burial mounds which still remain in the county of Westmor-
land, and which I have much pleasure in laying before your 
Society. I hope to be able to make some further explorations, 
when I trust the results will be, on the whole, more satisfactory 
than those I have just been detailing; whatever they may be, you 
shall have an account of them, and we must always bear in 
mind that however trifling the facts we thus recover may seem, 
yet when they are brought together we are enabled sometimes 
to come to conclusions which are of great service in giving us 
an insight into the burial customs, and through them, it may 
be, into the religious belief and social habits, of the people of 
these early times. 

ART. III.—Carlisle Cathedral. By John A. Cory, Esq,, 
Carlisle. 

Read in the Fratry, Carlisle, 7th Nov., 1866. 

IN the following paper, I do not profess to lay before you any 
new discoveries or much original matter, for the excellent 

local histories, and the accurate illustrations of Mr. Billings, 
leave but small gleaning to reward the labour of future in-
vestigators. It appears to me, however, that it may not be 
wholly uninteresting or out of place, before paying a visit to 
the Cathedral, to explain in a cursory manner the rise and 
progress of the architecture to which I shall then call your 
attention. We have all heard of the Normans and of their 
conquest of England. The present Cathedral of Carlisle, 
and a great many of the finest buildings of our country, were 
founded by men of that race. Whence, it may be asked, did 
these men, originally a horde of Northern pirates, acquire 
their ideas to design and their skill to execute buildings 
which we, after eight centuries have elapsed, still view with 
admiration ? For three centuries after the birth of Christ the 
whole Roman world, with few exceptions, practised Roman 
architecture, derived principally from the Greeks, but after 
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the time of the Antonines, A. D. 180, the best age of Roman 
art had fled. 

" She saw her glories, star by star, expire." 

Civil war, luxury, and licentiousness corrupted not only the 
people but the arts, which continued to decline till, in 328, 
Constantine removed the seat of empire to Byzantium, and 
declaring himself favourable to Christianity, gave the last 
blow to classic architecture. At Rome, Constantine devoted 
to christian uses some of the Basilicas or courts of justice, 
well adapted for large assemblies, which were used sub-
sequently as models for Christian churches. The chief features 
of these buildings were long aisles or porticos on each side of 
the nave or central space of the building, having a clerestory 
with windows, supported on ranges of columns, with an apsidal 
or semi-circular termination to the nave or central space. 
When Christianity became firmly established, the columns of 
Pagan temples supplied materials for new churches, and the 
nave and aisles have ever since remained features of the 
western church, and continue so to this day. When Constan-
tine removed the seat of empire to Byzantium, naming the 
city Constantinople, after himself, churches for the increasing 
Christian population were rather required than temples for the 
expiring rites of Paganism. Few edifices in the new metro-
polis could supply the requirement by any method of adaption, 
and there existed no abundance of columns readily procurable 
as at Rome. Thus the architects were left free to give to 
Christian architecture the forms best suited to the purpose. 
Buildings had long been vaulted and crowned with domes ; 
and in their construction, smaller and less costly materials 
could be used. 	Of this the Byzantine architects availed 
themselves. Four solid piers took the place of the numerous 
columns, and united by four arches they supported the large 
cupola or dome ; the abutments of these arches formed as it 
were four arms, which gave the church the figure of what has 
since been called the Greek cross ; the apse was still retained 
at one end and the portico at the other, as in the Roman 
Basilicas. This form of religious edifice, surrounded by its 
outside wall, became, and still remains, the model for Eastern 
churches, and with slight modifications, for the Turkish 
mosques. Nor was it in the east alone that the Byzantine 
architecture flourished. Throughout the territories, once pos-
sessed by ancient Rome, Constantinople was looked up to as 
the chief of cities : its artists were appreciated and employed. 
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The reign and predilections of Justinian gave great stimulus 
to buildings of all kinds, but more especially to ecclesiastical 
edifices, so that when the Gothic conquerors of Italy were 
expelled from that country by him, about the year 553, 
numerous works were executed from Byzantine designs. 
Lombardy at the same time became subject to the Eastern 
Emperors. 	Shortly after the death of Justinian, which 
happened in 565, the northern parts of Italy fell a prey to a 
nation from whose long beards it received its name of Lom-
bardy. This province had undergone all the vicissitudes of 
the falling empire of the west. 	The Goth, time, war, flood, 
and fire had swept the country almost bare of classic structures, 
and few existed save such as had been recently erected ; these 
were eagerly imitated by the singular and energetic people to 
whose lot that noble province had fallen. It is not surprising 
if we consider the difficulty of procuring large blocks of stone, 
together with the facility of making brick in an alluviceé plain 
abounding with suitable earth, to find brick the chief material 
of their structures. The ornamental mouldings, already very 
meagre, became little else than a varied arrangement of the 
bricks, small arches in many cases made a surface enrichment,. 
and although the style greatly resembled its parent the 
Byzantine, it had lost nearly every feature of classic origin. 
So very skillful did the Lombards become as bricklayers and 
masons that the appellation of masters from Como became 
generic of the profession. Nor was it in building alone that 
the Lombards became famous. With them originated those 
companies of merchants endowed with immunities and privi-
leges, which, known as Lombards, became the bankers of all 
Europe, their name and occupation still existing in Lombard 
Street, London. The Byzantine taste was still further im-
pressed on this active and energetic people by the abolition of 
image worship in the Greek Church. The discord occasioned 
by its suppresion forced many of the Greek artists to migrate 
from their native land, and Lombardy taking advantage of its 
opportunities, became the leading country in Italy for arts 
and architecture. Italy was esteemed the centre of religion 
and arts by all the northern and western nations, who tried 
their best to copy the buildings of that land, and frequently 
the devout pilgrims returned home not only with a doubtful 
relic of a doubtful saint, but with designs for buildings they-
wished to rear, and not unfrequently with artificers to super-
intend their erection. The Lombard style on passing the Alps, 
experienced changes from the nature of the materials, alteration 
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of construction from the wants and caprices of the population. 
Still, however, a great resemblance was continued, The 
projecting bricks of the Byzantine and Lombard assumed the 
shape of the billet moulding and zigzag. Such was the state 
of architecture on the continent of Europe when the Normans 
invaded England. They had already cultivated with the 
utmost energy the seed they had received by such a zigzag 
route. The ideas had been carried first from Greece to 
Rome, back again from Rome to Byzantine, returning from 
Constantinople to Lombardy, and so across the Alps to the 
Northmen, who, conquering England, found few edifices 
worthy of the name, and those chiefly built by Norman 
masons, or from Norman designs. When firmly seated they 
began building and rebuilding ecclesiastical structures with 
the same vehemence, with which they shortly afterwards em-
barked in the crusades, and covered England from one end to 
the other with religious buildings. Persons unacquainted with 
the real state of the times, or who are unwilling to acknow-
ledge what they know, are inclined to ponder on the piety 
and munificence of former days, and moan over the present 
state of England, exclaiming—" Where, where are thy men of 
worth, thy grand in soul ?" History, however, and the wail 
from Saxon chroniclers, tell us that the island was then filled 
with bloodshed and murder from end to end, might set right 
at defiance, the great mass of the people were reduced to 
slavery, and willingly or unwillingly forced to work at those 
frequently expiatory structures which it is rather the fashion 
to extol as monuments of piety. The northern parts of Eng-
land, and particularly the diocese of Durham, of which Carlisle 
then formed a part, struggled hard before it submitted to the 
yoke ; the inhabitants maddened with injustice, actually burnt 
the bishop in a chapel at Gateshead. He was a Norman 
nearly related to the Conqueror. William, enraged, marched 
northward ; he made a desert, and he called it peace. 	The 
position of Carlisle had not escaped his attention, for he is 
said to have directed its fortification, which was carried out 
under his son William, the red king, by Walter, a Norman 
soldier, whom he had made or retained as governor of Carlisle. 
This Walter, a pious man, according to the piety of the age, 
incited Rufus to begin building the present cathedral, in the 
year 1093. This is exactly the same year in which Carileph, 
the bishop of the diocese, commenced building the cathedral 
of Durham, and I have prepared ground plans of both struc-
tures to the same scale, that you may observe the similarity 
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and the difference of the two buildings. The plans of Durham 
are known to have been sent from Normandy ; those for 
Carlisle were probably derived from the same source ; but all 
the early archives of the church being destroyed, I cannot 
with certainty state it as a fact. I shall now shew you how 
much of the plan of the original cathedral was derived from 
the Latin or Basilican plan, and how much from the Greek. 

To return, however, to the cathedral and its construction. 
Nine hundred years before it was founded, the Romans had 
built their celebrated wall, a portion of which was discovered 
a few years ago when the drainage of Carlisle was carried 
out ; and I was informed by those who saw the stones, that 
the shape of the blocks and quality of the material in the old 
Roman work exactly corresponded with the Norman Remains 
of the Cathedral and Castle. It is, therefore, probable that 
when the earlier part of the present building was erected, the 
labours of the old Romans were made available ; be that as it 
may, the choir of the cathedral, of which nothing now remains, 
was proceeded with under Henry I. and dedicated to St. Mary 
about 1101. He established in it a college of secular priests, 
and appointed Athelwold, his confessor, its first prior. 	The 
building was continued, the nave and transepts carried up a 
considerable height, and these works are the earliest that still 
remain. In the year 1120, on the 25th of November, Henry's 
son and heir, together with one hundred and forty of the chief 
nobility of both sexes were drowned by the foundering of the 
White ship, after which calamity it is said that the king was 
never seen to smile again. Under a deep sense of the vanity 
of all earthly joy, he appears to have sought consolation from 
the practice of religious duties, and on the advice of Athelwold 
erected the Priory of Carlisle into a Cathedral Church, appoint-
ing Athelwold the first bishop, and changing the college of se-
cular priests into regular monks of the Order of St. Augustine. 
This occurred in the year 1133. Walter the old Norman 
soldier, who founded the building forty years before, is said to 
have been the second Prior. If there is no mistake in the 
man, he must have been very aged at this time, for it is also 
stated that he came over with the Conqueror sixty-seven years 
previously. Two years afterwards Henry I. died, and the 
stormy reign of Stephen commenced ; the following year, 
David II., of Scotland, reduced Carlisle ; and the country 
was so wasted and destroyed, that the Cardinal Legate passing 
through was affected to that degree by the misery he witnessed, 
that he is reported to have fallen on his knees and begged the 
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Scotch King to agree to terms of peace. The works of the 
Cathedral, we may suppose, were suspended, and from what 
remain we feel certain little was done ; but during the reign of 
Henry II., who received knighthood from David, King of 
Scotland, at the high altar of Carlisle. The clerestory of the 
nave and south transept was finished, and the whole Norman 
Church completed. The walls appear to have been plastered 
on the outside, and jointed with red lines, and the mouldings 
picked out in colour. Plastering over solid square stone, and 
jointing, is not quite in accordance with modern taste, however 
truthful it may be. But all things human are mutable, fashion 
prevails as powerfully over the arts as over costume, and 
shortly after the completion of the building, the practice of 
the Norman style ceased. That which was once considered 
grand, was now thought heavy ; what the father believed 
magnificent, the son esteemed clumsy—so short was the time 
of transition ! The great difference arose from the use of the 
pointed arch introduced into this country towards the latter 
part of the reign of Henry II., who died in 1189. At the 
end of the reign of Richard I. (1199) it became almost uni-
versal ; but we shall observe none of the transitional style 
in the Cathedral—the Canons and Prior were otherwise 
engaged, and the Bishop there was none, or worse than 
none. The Pope seems to have appropriated the revenues of 
the See to the Archbishop of Regula, some favourite of his 
own. The canons would have nothing to do with him, and 
elected a bishop of their own. The Pope excommunicated 
the home-made prelate ; but the canons being on the spot 
seized the revenues, and backed up, no doubt by local public 
opinion, set Pope and King, censurer and excommunication 
at defiance. They, however, got the worst of it, and a foreign 
bishop was given them, who appears to have been ignorant, 
greedy, and oppressive. His rule, however, only lasted three 
years, he was succeeded by another, a friend and intimate 
counsellor of John—a very king stork over the subdued 
canons. In the year 1246, better times and a better bishop 
succeeded, and it was determined to rebuild the whole cathedral 
on a larger plan, and in accordance with the then new style 
of architecture. The choir was first commenced and probably 
finished, the aisles were covered with groining, and I hope 
soon to show you the view down the north aisle as it is one of 
the most charming architectural vistas in the north. The 
work must have been years in progress, and could not have 
been long completed, if, indeed, it was ever finished at all, 
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when a terrible fire broke out in 1292. which not only de-
stroyed the church and conventual buildings, but it is said to 
have consumed half the city, to the number of 1300 houses, 
as far as the north gate. In the year 1780, Carlisle had only 
549 houses within the walls, and 342 in the suburbs, 891 in 
all—so little reliance can be placed in round numbers, or so 
frightfully had Carlisle decreased. Nothing of the new choir 
was left except the aisle, and it is the opinion of several 
antiquarians that even the great piers, arches, and groining of 
the aisles fell or had to be taken down. My own opinion 
differs from that of these gentlemen. I believe the piers were 
not taken down entirely, but have been remodelled to suit the 
taste of the age, and rebuilt with old materials. The capitals of 
the pillars and other decorations were left rough, and finished 
at a subsequent period. A specimen of the thirteenth century 
carving is to be seen in the north aisle and in St. Catherine's 
Chapel, which contrasts most favourably with that of more 
recent date. About three months ago, in pulling down the 
houses eastward of the Cathedral, a large number of detached 
shafts were found buried below the soil, carefully piled up as 
if reserved for future use. These, I believe, formed part of 
the outside clerestory windows; that they had been used is 
proved by lime being attached to their ends. In 1315 the 
Cathedral was gallantly defended against the Scots. 

In 1318, Welton, Archbishop of York, issued an indul-
gence, on the ground that the church, with its houses and 
buildings, had been burned by a sudden conflagration to the 
confines of a destruction. This, however, was twenty-six 
years after the great fire, and may probably have been a sec-
ond calamity during the defence of the church against the 
Scots. The money collected appears to have been appropriated 
to building the east end, and the last bays of the north and 
south aisle, which were rebuilt from the foundation as high as 
the apex of the main arches. The head of Edward II. appears 
as the termination of a hood moulding in the arcade on the south 
side; the north transept was carried on at the same time. After 
this the work appears to have come to a standstill for some years. 

Before this work was executed another change had taken 
place in the ever varying form of Gothic architecture ; the 
simple lancet windows had become despised,—they were 
placed in couples with a quatrefoil between them, and this 
form was speedily developed into tracery, which at first was 
restricted to geometric lines only, and to this period of art I 
have now brought the history of the Cathedral. 

Sad 
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Sad times these were,—these glorious days of our three 
first Edwards ! The second Edward's times, at all events, 
were most disastrous for the kingdom at large, but for the 
diocese of Carlisle it must have been dreadful. The Scots 
overran the country again and again. 	What peace ex- 
ternal foes permitted, internal troubles destroyed. 	The 
Canons and the Pope were again at variance. The bishop, 
the former desired, the latter disallowed, and appointed by his 
arbitrary will, John Ross, who is described as avaricious, 
refractory, malevolent, and revengeful. He was soon involved 
in disputes with the Prior about money matters, and excom-
municated him ; he seized the rents and other effects of the 
monks, and interfered with their appropriate churches, so that 
they had little leisure or money to continue their works. The 
next bishop was, it appears, little better, although the Canons 
appear to have had their own way, as he had been their prior. 
He appears to have been in arrears with the Pope with regard 
to some payments, and was excommunicated. His castle was 
also burnt by the Scots ; he quarrelled with the Archbishop 
of York, was involved in innumerable suits with his clergy, 
and his assassination was attempted at Penrith. In short, 
John de Kirkby seems to have had a most unpleasant time of 
it. Whatever his merits as a bishop, he appears to have been 
a good soldier, as he defeated the Earl Douglas in battle, and 
did good to the fabric by allotting the revenues of Sowerby 
and Addingham as a building fund. 

Bishop Welton, in 1352 to 1362, appointed by the arbitrary 
authority of the Pope, contrary to an election made by the 
Chapter, and sanctioned by the King, appears to have used 
his utmost exertions to complete the choir, he issued in-
dulgences, and appointed collectors throughout the diocese, to 
receive the alms of the faithful, to finish the work. To him 
we no doubt owe the glorious east end of the church, or at 
least its magnificent window, which of its style is unrivalled. 
Bishop Appleby (1368 to 1395) seems to have completed the 
choir, the triforium, clerestory, and ceiling. 	He also is said 
to have filled the east window with beautiful stained glass, 
part of which still remains in the tracery. 

But the Cathedral was not destined to remain long without 
a further calamity. A second or perhaps a third fire occurred 
in 1392, destroying the north transept, which was restored by 
Bishop Strickland, in 1401. About this time also the capitals 
of the nave piers were carved, and have been greatly admired. 
To me they appear coarsely executed, and of no great merit. 

E 	 All 
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All hope of re-building the nave now seems to have been 
abandoned, as the same bishop rebuilt the tower with a short 
wooden spire, covered with lead. The junction between the 
wide choir and the narrow nave, has been very cleverly 
effected. 

The capitals of the eastern arch of the tower have the arms 
of Henry Percy, Governor of Carlisle, better known as Harry 
Hotspur. 	Bishop Strickland also fitted up the stalls in the 
choir, the passage through which deserves attention and ad-
miration. The bishop was originally chosen by the chapter 
in 1395, rejected at Rome; but, after the death of two bishops, 
he was ultimately appointed by the Pope at the king's request. 
In 1433, Prior Hathwaite built the throne subsequently de-
stroyed. 

About 1484, Prior Gondibour added some beautiful screens 
to the nave, of minute workmanship, a part still remains to 
which I shall shortly direct your attention. He had executed 
the curious paintings at the back of the stalls. 

Richard Bell, prior of Durham, was bishop from 1478 to 
1496. He has no history, but a very large tombstone and an 
immense cross. That a bishop of Carlisle should live eighteen 
years at this period and leave nothing to record is greatly to 
his credit l 

Lancelot Salkeld, the last prior and first dean, erected the 
cinque-cento screen on the north side of the choir, in which 
are inserted the remains of other screens. This work shows 
the mixture of expiring gothic with the classic revival. 

From this date there is no more addition to the Cathedral 
to record. At the Reformation, much of its ornamental 
furniture was removed and destroyed, but no destruction 
happened to the building itself till the great civil war. Then, 
in the year 1646, the west end and four-fifths of the nave, 
and a great part of the conventual buildings were taken down, 
and the materials used for the erection of guard-house and 
military works. At the conclusion of the war the present west 
end was built, and covered with a flat roof. In 1661, the tim-
ber spire was removed. 

In 1745, the soldiers of the garrison who had supported the 
Pretender were disarmed, and confined in the cathedral. A 
great many ball marks on the walls of the building on the 
north side are supposed to commemorate the strife of this 
period. 

In 1764, the whole building, which was then no doubt in a 
very dilapidated condition, underwent a general repair. The 
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ceiling of the choir was groined, the screens renewed, and the 
whole structure beautified, according to one writer ; but the 
same work is thus referred to by another :—" A great amount 
of ancient work was destroyed, the fine oak ceiling was broken 
up, and plaster groining inserted below it, and the exquisite 
screens between the choir piers, together with the ancient 
Bishop's throne were removed, and replaced by modern work 
of very coarse and inappropriate design." 	In 1856, the pres- 
ent excellent restoration was completed by Mr. Christian, and 
now one feels and says as our ancestors did a hundred years 
ago, " the whole structure has been improved and beautified." 
Some future antiquary may mourn over our ruthless barbarity, 
but I trust he will deal tenderly, and say, as we should say of 
church restorers of a hundred years ago, their intentions were 
good if their taste was execrable. 

ART. IV.-Roman Remains, recently found in Carlisle. By 
Dr. Bruce. 

Read in the Fratry, Carlisle, November 7th, 1866. I HAVE been asked to give some account of the Roman re 
mains recently found in Carlisle. Before doing so, allow 

me to congratulate you upon the formation of this Society., 
As Englishmen, we must be interested in the past history of 
Our country. Unhappily a large part of the earliest history 
of Britain is mainly dependent upon the researches of the 
antiquary : it must be dug out of the ground by the spade and 
the pickaxe. Even in cases where the historian does come 
to our aid, the researches of the antiquary are often necessary 
in order to correct his chronology and rectify many of his state-
ments. For example, the statements of Gildas, the first 
British historian, as he is called, can only receive full credence 
when they have been sifted and rectified by the Roman in-
scriptions, and the hordes of coins which are turned up from 
time to time. Even in cases where we have to deal with 
historians of undoubted credit, the researches of the antiquary 
lend additional interest to the pictures of the annalist. Tacitus, 
for example, tells us that Agricola commenced the battle of 
the Grampians by ordering forward some Tungrian and Bata-
vian cohorts. How interesting it is to find buried in some of the 
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