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ART. VI.—Yanwath Hall, Westmorland. By Michael W 
Taylor, M.D., Penrith. 

Given at a Meeting of the Cumberland and Westmorland 
Archæological Society, held at Yanwath, July 11th, 1867. 

THERE is no part of Cumberland or of Westmorland, so rich 
 in examples of old manorial houses, as the district around' 

Penrith. Almost every village presents to the observation of 
the curious, its old " hall," once the residence of a manorial' 
lord, who held his land, either as tenant in capite, by service, 
or scutage directly to the sovereign; or in the county in which 
we now stand, by tenure of drengage or cornage to his great 
baronial superior, the Clifford of Westmorland, or the Lan-. 
caster of Kendale. They are tenanted now generally by the 
principal farmer of the place. They abound on all sides of 
us ; within two miles from over the river Eamont, the remains 
of the extensive fortress of Brougham ; the same distance up 
the river stand the massive Pele of Dacre Castle, and beyond 
it the tower of the Hudlestones of Hutton John ; two miles to 
the south, the large and roomy Pele of Askham, and close by, 
are the smaller towers of Clifton Hall, and the ancient residence 
of the Lancasters at Sockbridge. 

The hall you come to visit to day, is as good an example of 
a fourteenth century north of England fortified manor house, 
as you can find in our district. Having engaged to be your 
guide on this occasion, it shall be my endeavour, whilst pointing 
out to you what remains of interest to be seen here, to take 
this opportunity of giving you generally, as far as I can, a 
familiarity with the usual style and domestic arrangements of 
mediæval houses of this class. I believe much might be done 
by this Society, in preserving memorials of many of the old 
castles; abbey churches, ancient manor houses, Pele towers, 
etc., still remaining in these counties, either by written de- 
scriptions, measurements, photographs, or drawings. If this 
suggestion were worked out by members in their different 
districts, we would soon accumulate material; which the Society 
might mould into permanent records. 

The Pele of Yanwath, like all the border towers of the 
same epoch, was built for defence, and as a place of refuge for 
men and cattle from the incursions of Scottish marauders. 
It occupies- a commanding position on the south bank of the 
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stream, as all these English border Peles do ; so as to impose the 
river between the fortalice and the enemy. The situation was 
chosen, so that it might guard the ford over the river Eamont, 
which is within half a bow shot ; the line of position for the de-
fence of which, seems to me, by the traces still visible, have been 
lengthened and strengthened by the scarping and stockading of 
a natural bank, running out into the adjoining river holm. 

Before the period of stone bridges, the ford at Yanwath, I 
conceive to have been the most important of all the passages 
across the Eamont. 	For I find, what I believe to be the line 
of a British stone avenue or ancient pathway, leading to it from 
the south, from the encampment called Castle Steads, and a 
British village at Woodhouse, (both in this manor), with a con-
tinuation of the same on the other side of the stream, to Sew-
borrens, and the British occupation at Newton Reigny. 

In the time of the Romans, the road branching off from 
High Street, of which there are some traces on Helton and 
Askham fells, would naturally fall by this wath, as giving the 
nearest access to old Penrith, or Voreda, and the cross road 
leading from that station to Papcastle, and the west. This 
ford would, from the more shallow expansion of the stream, 
afford facilities for the passage of hosts of horsemen and 
waders, at times, when the more formidable waters at Eamont 
and Brovacum, were not practicable. 

In my search through Machel's MSS., now preserved in the 
Dean and Chapter Library at Carlisle, I find very little in re-
ference to Yanwath ; but he makes a curious suggestion as to 
the derivation of the word, as follows :—" Yanewath and 
Bridge, so called from their several passages over Emote ; of 
which there are four in the compass of this parish.—Sc. Yean 
Stanke, Yane Stock-bridge, Yane Wath, and Yean Stane-
brigg ; i.e. one Stank, one Stockbridge, one Wath, and one 
Stonebridge; whence those several towns Rd. several names; 
Sc. Pooley Stanke ; Stockbridge or Sockbridge ; Yanewath 
or Yanwath ; and Brigg or Bridge; which is so called because 
it is the most eminent passage over this river ; for which reason 
it is called The Bridge." 

Equally fanciful is the derivation I have heard proposed 
for it, from wain (or waggon,) wath.* The old spelling of 

* JAMES CLARKE says:—I have often thought that this place had its name 
Yanwath, g d. One-Wath, from its being the only wath or ford practicable for 
carriages at that time. That it was so, is evident from the bank at Eamont Bridge, 
which was then too steep for any loaded waggon to ascend, and this the name of 
Wathwaineath, in which the wain or waggon is particularly expressed, further 
Signifies.—Clarke's Survey of the Lakes, 1787. 
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the word is various—Yanewath, Yevenwith, Eanwath, Yan- 
wath. In my opinion the name of the place is derived from 
the river. The old pronunciation of Eamont, and that still used 
in the vernacular is Eamot, or Yammon, (evidently derived 
from the Celtic, Ea, water, and mown, hill) ; this allows by 
that ellipsis of one syllable, by which we often seek to evade 
a roughness of sound, of easy conversion into Yamonwath, or 
Yanwath. 

It is no part of my business to enter into the history of the. 
manor, nor to trace the genealogies of the different possessors ; 
this you will find in the county histories. I may state shortly, 
that from the time of Edward I., to the time of Henry VIII., 
it was in the possesion of the Threlkelds, from whom it went 
by marriage to the family of the Dudleys ; the fifth of whom 
in succession, Christopher Dudley, sold it in 1654, to Sir John 
Lowther. The manor included the hamlets of Yanwath and 
Eamote Bridge, and the fine tract of land on the left bank of 
the river Lowther, extending as far as the present Lowgardens 
Bridge. At this point, it abutted on the manors of Lowther 
and Ascam, and contiguous to it on the west, lay the manor of 
Sockbridge. Within the memory of many now living, there 
extended to the south an uninclosed common, the Yanwath and 
Tirril moors, which were taken up by Act of Parliament in 
1814. The gate to the common stood near the present public 
house, which still bears the sign of the " Gate " on its sign-
board, and the well-known highly suggestive and unequivocal 
rhyming couplet,- 

" This gate hangs well, and hinders none, 
Refresh, and pay, and travel on.." 

THE COURT YARD. 

Here is a plan of the buildings as they at present exist, 
which I have enlarged from that given by Parker, in one of 
his volumes on the Domestic Architecture of the Middle. 
Ages.* [Dr. Taylor here referred to the enlarged plan which 
hung on the wall.] 	You perceive that it is in the form of a, 
quadrangle, of which three sides now remain, inclosing a court-
yard, or inner-bailey, or harm-kin, as it was called. I do not 
think the side now open, was ever occupied by buildings, but 
probably by a high wall and postern gateway, leading out 
into the pallisaded meadow, or outer bailey. The inclosed 
court is not a perfect parallelogram—for whilst its breadth at 

* For the sake of illustrating this description, 1 have introduced outlines of 
MR. PARKER'S excellent plans, Nos. 1 and 2; and one of my own, No. 3. 
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the east end is sixty-four feet, at the west side it is only fifty- 
seven feet across-- an inequality produced by the sloping in-
wards of its northern wing. The necessity of the ground, the 
precipitous bank on the edge of which this wing is founded, 
accounts for this irregularity. The south side of the quadrangle 
is occupied by the tower, the hall, and the kitchen. 	The 
east and north sides consist of original buildings of the same 
date as the tower. They were probably occupied principally 
as offices, and by the domestics. 	In those days all the 
necessaries of life were produced; or kept in store on the 
premises. Hence the necessity for granary, barns, dairy, 
bakehouse, brewhouse, and storehouse for provisions, besides 
the usual accommodation for stock, in the barton, or farm- 
buildings outside the wall. 

The present gateway is altogether modern, and did not 
exist in Machel's time, two-hundred years ago, for in the 
little sketchy plan of the buildings, which he gives in his 
MSS., this part is closed. And he objects to the incon-
venience of the roadway from the wath to the ancient gate, 
and suggests that it should be carried by the unoccupied side 
of the quadrangle. But the inconvenience of this narrow path  
up the side of the cliff, constituted the strongest defence of 
the position of the gate from sudden attack by numerous 
assailants. The ancient gate was at the arch of the north-
east angle, and beside it, are the postern and the porter's lodge, 
and guard chambers, one of them with a square window, 
retaining its original iron gratings. The wall here, very thick 
at the top, forms a watch wall for a warder to walk on, about 
twelve paces long, and four feet wide. It is surmounted with 
a crenellated parapet, which at the east end is borne out from 
the face of the wall, by three boldly corbelled stones, so as to 
leave two open spaces or holes, between the back of the parapet 
and the front of the wall ; thus forming what are called true 
machicholations, through which the defenders might pour down 
destructive missiles on the enemy below. When no such open 
intervals have been left between the corbels, the machicolations 
are then termed false. 

Machel says—" There is an old chapel over the gate, to 
which you ascend by a pair of stairs, in which they have not 
observed to place the altar eastwards, but rather contrary." 
He marks the site of it in his little sketch ; but I cannot find 
any trace of what could have been built originally for a chapel. 
There is nothing worthy of note in the other offices, except, 
several fine examples of the ancient grilles and iron gratings. 

The 
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The principal entrance to the dwelling-house from thd 
court-yard, is through an arched doorway, deeply recessed, 
and with the plain scroll moulding. It has an arched drip- 
stone over it, which contrasts with the square labels of the 
windows ; it presents, therefore, the characteristics of the 
Decorated, or Edwardian age of architecture, although it may 
have been built in the succeeding century, when, we presume, 
the hall was altered. The wooden door itself belongs to the 
next period in architecture, the Perpendicular, which you can 
discern in the straight lines of the pannelling, and the tracery 
at the upper part of it. It is a very fine door. You may 
notice over the doorway a stone, pierced with a curious cruci-
form loop, terminating in four round holes, or oiletts. Notice 
also the huge drawbar behind the door, significant of former 
times. 

THE PELE TOWER. 

Let ús now survey the south wing or principal part of the 
building. At the west end stands the massive Pele Tower, 
surmounted by its battlements and its watch-turrets at each 
angle, which impart tó it the character of a fortalice, as indeed it 
was, and presents to us a standing memorial of those troublons 
times, when watch and ward and beacon lights, were the safe-
guards craved for the protection of the western marches. This 
undoubtedly is the oldest part of Yanwath, and may have been 
built at the beginning of the fourteenth century, or the early 
Edwardian age. There is one window remaining belonging 
to this period, which is the one with the foliated arch, on the 
third story, looking west. The subsequent alterations I will 
point out as we proceed to the interior. It has a frontage of 
thirty feet at the base, and is thirty-eight feet wide, and the 
height from the parapet of the highest tower to the ground is 
fifty-five feet.* The entrance is through a pointed arched 
doorway from the hall. 

As usual in these Pele Towers, on the basement there is 
the vaulted chamber ; in this instance of one plain barrelled or 
tunnelled arch. It is lighted with two narrow windows widely 

* None-of these Border Towers, which I have examined are square, but 
oblong ; and I have generally found the longer sides to be the east and west. 
The dimensions of them vary much, as may be seen from the following measure-
ments :—Hutton  John, thirty-eight feet by thirty, height forty feet ; Stapleton 
Tower, near Annan, forty-two feet by thirty-six ; Bonshaw Tower, on the Kirtle, 
about forty feet by thirty four; Cumlongan Castle, a fine example, near Ruth- 
well on the Solway, sixty-four feet by forty-five; Belsay Castle, in Northumber-
land, fifty-six feet by forty-seven ; Elsdon Tower, forty-three feet by thirty; 
Corbridge, about thirty-two feet by twenty-six. 
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splayed. The walls here are six feet thick, of strong and 
massive masonry, made to resist fire and attack. A newel 
staircase in the thickness of the northern wall, gives access to 
the rooms above, and a short passage leads directly to the 
hall. 

THE DINING HALL, 
In its original state must have been a noble apartment of 
forty-two feet long, from the tower to the screens, and twenty- 
four feet wide ; but in the fifteenth century great alterations 
must have been made in it. It was shortened by the running 
up of a gable wall at the west end. The present high pitched 
timber roof was raised, and the present square headed windows 
inserted. The flight of steps which you see now running up 
from the hall to the second story, has been of later intro-
duction, and the fair proportions have been still further invaded 
by the modern partition which cuts it in two, and by the plaster 
ceiling which hides, as you shall see, a really fine old timber 
roof of four braced and well moulded arches, ornamented with 
cusps, and a boldly carved cornice. The height of the hall 
from the floor to the corbels which support the roof arching, is 
fifteen feet three inches. The hall is lighted by three windows, 
all of the same character. In them you mark the work of the 
fifteenth century, or beginning of the sixteenth, or the Tudor 
period. They show the stage of transition from the graceful 
foliated tracery of the Decorated, to the straight lines which. 
characterise the next period of architecture, the Perpendicular. 
Observe the blending of the two periods in the oriel with its 
Six lights, trefoiled, cusped, with hollow mouldings, in the 
Gothic style, at the same time with the straight mullions, and 
transom and square head of the Tudor period. The two other 
windows are in the same style, but with two lights. The 
wide open fireplace, with its flat segmental arch spreading to 
thirteen feet between the jambs, is in good preservation, and 
highly characteristic. At the end of the hall is the passage 
leading to the outer doors, and kitchen, and butteries.* This 
is the part which was always known as the screens, and was 
often closed by a curtain. 

THE DISCOVERY OF "Ye MINSTRELS' GALLERY." 

In examining the hall the other day, an interesting fact was 
brought to light. We know, that in manor halls of the four- 

* The various parts and doors of this entrance into the house, are known in 
Cumberland, by the names of Hallen, Heck, and Mill-doors, or the space between 
the doors. 
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teenth century, it was Usual to have opposite the dais, and 
over the screens, the minstrel, or music gallery. This was 
sometimes a wooden loft, more often it was of stone. The 
situation it should occupy in this hall, is that space directly 
above the smaller arch, next to the fireplace arch. 	It was 
evident, that there was a space here, which could not consist 
of solid wall. On examining it from the ceiling above, we 
found a hole leading to a stone chamber, with a plain square 
window now blocked up, looking into the hall, which would 
in fact have formed an open gallery facing the dais, according 
to the usual rule. It was so covered up with rubbish that I 
could not make out the entrance into it ; but this usually was 
by a trap door, and wooden steps or ladder leading from the 
outer passage, more rarely, by a narrow stone stair in the 
thickness of the wall. 	[Dr. Taylor here stated that a sub- 
sequent examination made only yesterday, quite confirmed the 
opinion he had just given. The rubbish having been all 
cleared away, the bottom of the chamber was exposed. The 
floor was found to be of wood, as was usually the case, and in 
one corner next the outer wall, was a square trap door, through 
the ceiling, which would have given access to the gallery by 
a ladder from the short passage of entry, or the " Screens." 
The dimensions of the music loft were found to be seven feet 
long by four feet six inches wide ; the window facing the Hall 
is about two feet square, with well dressed and splayed stone 
lintels, and it has been furnished with two iron stanchions. 
He regarded it as a rather interesting discovery, for few music 
galleries existed now, except such as were ceiled in masonry, 
as at Raby Castle.] 

DINING IN "Ye HALL," IN THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY. 

But to divert us from these Dryasdust details for a brief 
space ; (if our staid society permit of imaginary speculations,) 
let our fancy carry us back to some of the scenes which may 
have been enacted here. At the far end of the hall, opposite 
the screens, was the dais, or raised platform of two steps, with 
its high table, or " hie-borde," for the lord, and his principal 
guests ; down the hall in front, were ranged the boards on 
trestles, -and' the benches for retainers, and those of inferior 
degree. N o carpet covered the floor, but it was strewn with 
sweet rush, lavender, and fragrant plants. The lower part of 
the walls were wainscotted in the gothic style, or that same 
quaint linen pattern, that you still see on the outer door 
leading into court-yard, and of which there is some beautiful 
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work shown at Brougham Hall. From the stag antlers on 
the walls, hung the furniture of war,—shields and targets, lances 
and pennons, broad sword and battle axe, and the long-bow 
and cross-bow,—together with the engines and trophies of the 
chase. Here hung also the beautiful burnished armour, 
(which at this period had attained its zenith of perfection,) 
which might be donned hastily, any night, on the alarm note 
of the warder's bugle on the tower, signalling the firing of the 
Beacon of Penrith. Under the benches laid the dozing but 
quick-scented bloodhounds, kept and provided by the lord, 
both for the chase, and if need were, for the pursuit with hot 
trod of the red hand moss-trooper over the border. Over the 
chimney-piece, on heraldic escutcheons, were blazoned the 
armorial bearings of the Threlkelds, and the quarterings of 
their alliances—the Clifford and Vescy. On the wall behind 
the dais there was a hanging of arras tapestry, representing 
within its embroidered border, some famous incident in chiv-
alry, the work of the fair ladies of the house ; an art but lately 
introduced into England. 

The period, let us say, was at the end of the long reign of 
Edward III., or the close of the fourteenth century ; the most 
glorious in the annals of English architecture, and the most 
brilliant for prowess in the whole history of England. The 
great North of England barons, Roger de Clifford, of 
Appleby, and Ranulph de Dacre, commissioners on the bor-
der marches, and all gentlemen of inferior array, were ordered 
by royal mandate to repair to their northern estates, and there 
keep residence, and arm their followers to defend the country-
against the Scots. The lord of the beautiful domain of Yan-
wath of that day, was William de Threlkeld. Let us people 
the hall with his immediate friends and neighbours. There 
were Thomas de Lancaster, of Sockbridge, and his kinsman, 
Sir William de Lancaster, of Howgill, knight, both branches 
of the family of the powerful barons of Kendale. There was 
William de Wybergh, of St. Bees, who had just succeeded to 
the manor of Clifton Hall, by his marriage with Eleanor, the only 
daughter of the last of the D'Engaynes, of Clifton; besides John 
de Carleton, of Carleton, Edmund Sandford of Askham, and 
many others. And lastly came the Knight of the Shire, Sir 
Hugh de Lowther, whose office it was to marshall the array 
of vassals, and men-at-arms, that might presently be wanted 
for the Scottish border; and to swell the lordly possessions of 
whose successors it was destined the manors of most present 
were to pass. No was the Church unrepresented, for the 
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white and black garb of the monk and the cleric, rustled softly 
amid the clang of the half-mailed knights ; and the grace was 
said by the abbot of the neighbouring monastery of Heppe ; 
and after the feast, the pax was offered, and the alms dish pre-
sented by my lord's " aumonere " or private chaplain. 

The hour is half-past ten ; on the upper table the white cloth 
is spread, and the trumpet has sounded the call to dinner,—for 
our forefathers of the fourteenth century rose at five. The 
pages bring in the ponderous dishes for the banquet,—a 
bountiful and varied fare. Salmon from Poke Dub, the pool in 
the river below, the great grey lake trout from Ullswater,* and 
eels from the stanke at Pooley. The head of a wild boar speared 
in Grisedale ; venison from a " stag of ten" shot with the 
quarrel bolt of the bowman in Martindale ; or from a noble 
hart, a veritable " hart o' grease," run by the " sleuth dogges" 
from the park of Whinfell, in the manor of Oglebird, and 
brittled at Tarn Wadlyn, in the Forest of Inglewood. Nor 
do the men at arms below the salt, fail to help themselves 
with their fingers, (for there were no forks in those days), to 
huge slices of beef from the baron of one of the knowted kine, 
a reprisal in an outrode against the Ellots of Liddlesdale, or 
on the braes of Annandale. Nor does the " high table " lack 
in the more refined samples of culinary art ; the highly-
flavoured pasties, and the poignant ragouts, mortrews, and 
stews, hotly seasoned with spicery, and coloured with saffron ; 
for our ancestors were bon vivants and epicures in their 
way. The mead and sack, the Malmsey and Rhenish,—
and the flagons of highly-spiced claret cup, and 

ipocrasse,- and the wassail and the mazer bowl pass freely from hand 
to hand ; and the " celerarius," with his black-jack stoups, 
makes many a trip to the buttery hatch, for the nut-brown 
ale, to fill up the horns of the thirsty comrades at the lower 
tables. 

And, 'twas merry in the hall 
And the beards wagged all, 

and during the while, the fool in his motley cracks his widest 
jokes, and the band of jongleurs or wandering minstrels in the 
music gallery, in their fanciful dresses, strum their merri-
est airs to divert the company, and sing their ballads and 
roundelays, or narrate in their jingling rhymes, how the 
Scots fell at Halidon Hill, or how some Border knight won 
his spurs on the field of Cressy or Poictiers. 

* CLARKE, writing one hundred years ago, speaks of the Grey Trout as com-
mon in the lake, and ranging to thirty and forty pounds weight. 

THE 
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THE SOLAR. 
This chamber forms the second story of the tower, and was 

formerly approached from the hall by the newel staircase, now 
disused. 

It is the solar, or lord's chamber, whither the lord and his 
more honoured guests retired from the clatter of the hall. 

It is a single room, with closet attached, and measures, 
independent of the deep window bays, twenty-five feet six 
inches by eighteen feet six inches. 

It retains no early work about it, and it is thoroughly 
Elizabethan. In Machel's time, there were three coats of 
arms of the Threlkelds and Dudleys, over the ceiling, with 
the date 1586 ; so that it is probable that all the repairs and 
alterations which you see, were completed then, by Edmund, 
the son of Richard Dudley, who was named by Queen Eliza-
beth, as one of the first governors of her Penrith Grammar 
School, founded in the sixth year of her reign. Machel 
figures also the coats of arms that existed in his day over the 
" hall outshot window." They were : 1, Threlkeld ; 2, 
Clifford quartering Vescy ; 3, Clifford.* The only armorial 
bearings now in the house, are those over the mantel in this 
room. They are the royal arms of Queen Elizabeth—the 
three lions passant quartered with three fleurs-de-lys, with lion 
rampant and red dragon for supporters, with present mottoes, 
surmounted with her monogram. 

The Elizabethan style is seen in the square-headed mullion, 
and transomed windows of five lights ; in the plaster ceiling 
ornamented with the tooth work ; and in the ordinary oak 
wainscotting of the period. 

The little room off the solar, was the lord's bedchamber ; 
an old Elizabethan bedstead stood there until lately ; it is 
four-posted, four feet six inches wide ; the head board is 
worked in deeply sunken panels, and it is inlaid and orna-
mented with the small black and white chequer work common 
to the time. The bedstead is now at Lowther Castle. 

THE LADIES' CHAMBER, OR "Ye BOWERE." 

Ascending to the next story of the tower, by the still spirally 
winding staircase, we find it also to consist of one chamber. 

* The arms are:-1, Threlkeld, Argent, manche Gules. 2, Clifford quartering 
with Baroness of Vescy; or, a plain cross sable. 3, Clifford, cheeky or and 
azure, on fess gules. 

In addition to these, "In plaster wk over ye ceiling" were Lord Dudley's 
arms ; argt ; a Lyon Rampant with taud reflexed, lingued, membred, and armed 
gules. 
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It is the ladies' chamber, or, to give it its genuine English 
name, the bower," and though bereft now of the attributes 
and surroundings of its fair tenants, and almost ruinous, 
presents still, to the eye of the curious, many points of interest. 
This room retains more of its original character than any other 
in the building. 

It is lighted on each of its four sides by a window ; that on 
the west side is the most ancient, and is of the Decorated 
period, with a foliated arch, with ogee head and mouldings. 
The wide recesses in the sills of two of the windows, are 
furnished with stone seats placed opposite to each other ; cosy 
nooks, specially adapted for quiet work, or, it might be, con- 
fidential and important conversation. 	These benches, or 
bartisan seats, are the usual domestic arrangements in the 
ladies' chamber of the fourteenth century. 

The windows are placed a few steps above the floor—glass 
was then unknown, at least for ordinary glazing. The win-
dows were closed with canvas at the upper part, and with 
wooden shutters below, for the crooks of which, you see the 
holes in the stone work of the jambs. They were protected 
outside by iron gratings or grilles, of which there are several 
very perfeet examples in various parts of the building. At 
the two opposing corners, the south-east and north-west, there 
is a small closet, formed in the thickness of the wall, each 
lighted by small windows. The first I think may have been 
used as an oratory chapel ; in the latter, there is a garde robe, 
and an oblique projecting drain spout, or gurgoyle. 

Notice the walls. 	The three square openings planted in 
them are for lockers. The practice of adorning the walls with 
paintings in mediæval times, dates from before the thirteenth 
century. Painting was afterwards superseded by the introduc-
tion of tapestry ; in the fifteenth and sixteenth, by wooden 
panelled wainscotting and stamped leather; and, later, by 
hangings of velvet and silk, and printed linen ; and lastly, paper. 
Here the walls have been cemented, and you can still observe the 
scraps of the fresco painting which covered them in the fifteenth 
century. The figures seem to have been of large size, and pos-
sibly represented some historical subject, with a border and in-
scription beneath. The roof and flooring of this chamber may 
be a hundred years older than the fittings in the room below. 

Notice the flooring. The thick oaken boards are framed 
and rebated into the joists, which are tenoned and trenailed 
into four massive tiebeams putlogged into the walls, and united 
in the centre. 

The 
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The roof is a fine example of a mediæval wooden ceiling, 
of the fifteenth century,—so much more effective than that 
fashion of plain flat lath and plaster and whitewash, which 
we persist in perpetuating, in spite of its hideousness. It has 
a very slight pitch in it, and takes the bearing of the leaden 
roof outside; it has ornamented tie beams, and it is framed 
and panelled, and the mouldings profusely carved with a sort 
of beading of the tooth ornament In consequence of the 
battering, or sloping inwards of the walls from the base of the 
building, this apartment is a foot longer in each direction than 
the lower chamber, five-and-a-half feet being the thickness of 
the walls, in this part of the tower. 

We ascend by the newel to the roof. 
The parapet is battlemented. 	At each corner there is a 

watch tower, each with a flight of steps, and a small room for 
the warder below. 	In each of them the plan differs slightly 
from the others, that at the north west corner is the largest 
and highest. 

This building was meant to be a place of strength and de-
fence, as this parapet, with its merlons and embrasures, testi-
fies, but its architect, whoever he was, must have had a fine 
sense of the beautiful, and been imbued with the true and 
simple spirit of art, in raising for the use of a chimney, this 
elegant lantern, with its slight and graceful octagonal shaft. 

I will not speak of the view of the picturesque country on 
every side ; but notice the river Eamont flowing in its short 
but rapid course from the lake to the river Eden. Directly 
under the tower is the ancient ford of which I have spoken, 
through which many hosts have passed in hostile array, the 
wild hordes of the ancient Brigantes, and the proud phalanx 
of Rome, the Pict and Celt, the Angle and Dane, the Nor-
man K night, in the pride of panoply, and the wily moss-
trooper on his midnight foray ; now disused and well nigh 
forgotten—while within a few yards of it the modern highway 
—the iron road—spans the river, carrying its hosts on their 
divers errands. 

And so we leave the old walls of this remnant of feudal 
times, a place which, in the words of Machel, path a delicate 
prospect when you are at it, and hath the grace of a little 
castle when you depart from it." 

ART. 
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