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ART. X. — Supposed Roman Stations at Linstock and 
Stanwix. By the Rev. Mr. Maughan of Bewcastle. 

Read at Cockermouth, October loth, 1867. 

THE writer stated that he proposed to make a few obser-
vations on the sites of the 17th And 18th Stations, per 

lineam valli, as they were found laid down in the Notitia List, 
and named Gabrosentum and Tunscellum. Gabrosentum 
may be thus derived : Gabr, for Cadr, or Cadir, is the old 
British word for " a fortress," and os, oz, ouse, for ewes, is 
also the old word for a river." 	En is probably the old 
Celtic proposition for " on " 	Cadr-os-en would therefore 
signify 	the fortress on the river." Cadrosen' might by 
local parlance be easily corrupted into Gabrosen. 	The final 
syllable is merely a Roman affix. The word Linstock, is a 
word of precisely similar import to Gabrosentum, for in the 
old British language, Lynn, signified " a pool," or a river," 
and stock, (old Norse stocker) meant " a pia& protected by 
a stockade," and hence a camp," or " fortress," Linstock 
was therefore merely " the fortress on the water." On the 
opposite side of the river Eden, is a tract of land called 
Ambrosekolm. In the Watches of the West Marches, this is 
called A verysholmes ; A very and A bery synonymous terms, 
for we often find the letter V used for B, and Abery is an 
easy corruption of Gabro. Here then we may possibly have 
a trace of the word in Gabrosentum. 	Thus etymology not 
only harmonises with the natural features of Linstock, but in 

Wilsons and Braithwaites are perhaps the only families that exist locally in the 
direct male line. On the other hand, Sir John Lowther, Sir Richard Musgrave, 
Sir John Ballantine, Edward Stanley, William Fleming, John Senhouse, Miles 
Pennington, Christopher Dalston, Anthony Hutton, Edward Musgrave, Henry 
Brougham, Thomas Denton, Christopher Richmond, and Edward Hassel were 
Protestants, and a few of their families have died out. The fact is, many of the 
old local Catholic families, such as the Dacres, Salkelds, Lamplughs, and Philipsons 
died out, and were suceeded (1600-1700) by new comers, such as the Howards, 
Lawsons, Hasels, &c., all with one great exception Protestants, 

Many Cumberland families, at present of county standing, are descended from 
successful Whitehaven merchants, men who would spring more easily from the 
Protestant side, in days when to be a papist, was to be under heavy disabilities, 
and thus burdened in the race. The wealth and commerce enjoyed by White-
haven, long ere Liverpool or Glaswow were, may account for its sowing over 
Cumberland a Protestant leaven, which Liverpool could not then (nor can now 
with its Irish population) do for Lancashire. 

In Ferguson's " Cumberland and westmorland M.P.," pp. 32 and 33 will be 
found proof that in 1666 and 1667, the local magistracy were very strongly 
anti-papist. 
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the formation of these names we find a remarkable similarity 
of expression. Camden is our best and oldest authority for 
supposing Linstock to have been a Roman station, and we 
may presume that Camden saw enough in his day to convince 
him that it must have been the site of an imperial city. Al-
though the present condition of Linstock is one of dilapidation, 
and even this is deteriorated by an encumberance of farm 
buildings and hedges, so that it is difficult to make out its 
original character ; yet Linstock has merits in every respect 
comparable with the claims of many other recognised Roman 
stations. Linstock Castle is now only one of the ruins of the 
past, but it takes its place amongst those fine old historic piles 
which are so highly prized as the heritage of every Briton, 
The sole remnant of former grandeur is a thoroughly well-
preserved lower room, probably of pre-Norman age, and its 
thick walls appear still strong enough to defy decay for many 
an age to come. 	Henry the First gave it to Walter, his ex- 
chaplain, and, for about two hundred years from the foundation 
of the episcopal see, it was the principal residence of the 
Bishop of Carlisle. The station at Stanwix is situated on the 
southern slope, and almost close to the western extremity of a 
bold promontory terminating at the river Eden. -- Tunscellum, 
or Stanwix, appears to have had a floating population in the 
time of the Notitia, being garrisoned by a Tribune of the first 
marine cohort, styled A lia. Stanwix at present would not seem 
an appropriate position for a body of marines, but it must be 
remembered that in a Roman period circumstances would be 
very different. The sea has unquestionably lost ground since 
that time, as is evident from a slight inspection of the shore 
and its marches, and the tide may have regularly flowed up as 
far as Stanwix, as it has occasionly done in later times. On 
this account a small naval garrison might be located there, to 
guard the gap in the wall, caused by the passage of the river, 
and to act in concert with the garrison previously quartered in 
Carlisle, the ancient Luguvallum of Agricola. 

ART. 
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