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ART. X X IV.—Crosthwaite Church. By J. F. Crosthwaite, 
Esq. 

Read at Keswick, July 12th, 1871. 

IT  is believed that a church stood upon the present site 
before the Conquest. 

The parish was at one time in the diocese of Glasgow, and 
the church is dedicated to St. Kentigern, or St. Mungo, who 
lived in the middle of the sixth century. 

Sir Thomas More assigns the foundation of the church to 
Norman times. 

According to Dr. Southey, it is supposed to have been 
founded in the reign of Stephen, or his successor, by Alice de 
Romili, by whom it was endowed and presented to Fountains 
Abbey. 

It appears that, although the church was given to the Abbey 
of Fountains, the Bishop of Carlisle had the right of collating 
a vicar. 

There was a chantry founded and dedicated to St. Mary 
Magdalene, by some of the Derwentwater family. The 
eastern end of the south aisle was used as a chapel, the piscina 
of which still exists, but is hidden beneath one of the pews. 
This portion of the church is still known as the Derwent-
water chapel, and here is the tomb of Sir John Ratclif, Knight. 
The inscription on the brass is as follows :- 
" Of your charity pray for the soule of Sir John Ratclif, Knight, and for the 

state of dame Alice his wyfe, which Sir John dyed ye 2nd day of February, 
An. Do. 1527, on whois soute Jesu have mercy." 

He was a man of mark in his day. In the Scottish wars he 
led the men of Keswick, Stanemoor, Alston, and Gillsland, 
who contributed by their efforts to win the victory of Flodden. 
In 1501, his name appears in the list of those Cumberland 
gentlemen on whom it was proposed to confer the Order of 
the Bath. His name is enrolled as possessing an estate of the 
annual value of two hundred pounds. He was repeatedly 
Sheriff of Cumberland, and died holding that honourable 
position, in the reign of Henry VIII. 

His 
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His will, made at Derwent Isle, is dated April 1st, 1529, 
and he died the following day, although the brass on the tomb 
gives it 1527. His wife, dame Alice, was a daughter of Sir 
Edmund Sutton de Dudley. She survived her husband 
twenty-four years, and lies buried in the cathedral church at 
Salisbury. He was son of Sir John, the disinherited eldest son 
of Sir Thomas Ratcliffe. He had no children. He was the 
last of his race who held any public office of consequence in 
his native shire. 	After his day the family only resided oc- 
casionally at Lord's Isle ; Dilston Hall being their principal 
residence. 

In 1703, Crosthwaite church had fallen into great disrepair, 
and continued much in the same condition till 1812, when the 
leaden flat roof was removed and a slate roof substituted. 
This arrested the progress of decay. It was, however, in great 
need of restoration. Some of the windows had been replaced 
by common wooden framed ones. The pews were square. 
The pillars, covered with whitewash of two centuries, presented 
an unsightly appearance. In 1843, the late James Stanger, 
Esq., of Lairthwaite, obtained a faculty to repair the chancel. 
The work was done under the direction of Mr. Gilbert Scott, 
and as it proceeded, the work of restoration went on till the 
whole was done, at a cost of between £4,000 and £5,000. 
It is due to the memory of Mr. Stanger, to say that the money 
he spent was not the only sacrifice he made. He gave his own 
active superintendence during the progress of the works, and 
his correspondence with the architect in London, added greatly 
to his labour. 

The east window was not in the centre, and had to be taken 
out and rebuilt. This, with other circumstances, seems to show 
that at some time the whole of the church, with the exception 
of the north aisle and the tower, have been taken down, and the 
church enlarged on the south side. The south aisle is much 
wider than the north aisle. The window in the tower, like 
the former east window, is not in the centre. 

When removing the plaster from the walls, a north door-way 
was discovered opposite the font, which had before been 
entirely concealed. Such doors were kept open during the 
performance of the office of Baptism. They were also used 
for the admission of persons who had been under ecclesiastical 
censures. 

The font has upon it the Royal Arms of Edward III., and 
other emblems, which are quite familiar to those acquainted 

with 
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with such matters. Seven sides of the octagonal portion of 
the stem had carvings of windows of the decorated period, of 
three lights each. 	Latin inscriptions run all round the slope 
at the bottom of the bowl. 

On each side of the square faces or panels of the head are 
representations, as follows : — 

1. The Tree of Life. 
2. The Emblems of the Crucifixion with the scourge and 

lanthorn in the corner. 
3. The Word proceeding out of the mouth of God. 
4. Symbolizes the Trinity. 
5. Vine Leaves. 
6. A triangular shield with Aaron's rod. 
T. The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. 
8. The Royal Arms of Edward III. 
Fetterlock and Crescent on the base, badges of the Percys, 

Lords of Cockermouth Castle. 

ART. X X V.—Wharton Hall and the Wharton Family. By 
the Rev. Dr. Simpson, Vicar of Kirkby Stephen. 

Read at Wharton Hall, September 13th, 1871. 

WHARTON HALL has been enlarged from time to time as 
 the fortunes of the owners improved and their wealth and 

influence increased. The greater portions of the building now 
remaining have been erected in the first half of the sixteenth 
century, and the plan of the house does not greatly differ from 
those of the same class built in the beginning of that or the, end 
of the fifteenth century. The hall still continues to be the prin-
cipal apartment, though its use was somewhat different, and, as 
may be seen from the ruins, it has been the largest and most 
important room in the house of the Whartons. It has had, 
as was usual at that period, a vaulted chamber underneath, 
some six or seven feet in height, the floor of which was level 
with the ground. The main entrance is on the south side, 
towards the east end of the apartment, and the doorway, which 
has been of noble proportions, done in ashlar work, with 
mouldings, was approached by a flight of steps from the court-
yard, but whether there was a porch is not quite clear. On 

the 
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