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ART. XXIV.—Bewcastle. By WM. NANSON, B.A. 
Read at that place, June 22nd, 1877. 

THE Roman station occupied the level surface of a 
natural plateau of about six acres in extent. As is 

often seen to be the case with Roman camps, it overlooks a 
stream, now called the Kirkbeck, which washes the southern 
and steepest side, and in this respect its position may be 
compared with that of Old Penrith and Old Carlisle, and was 
the result of deliberate choice and not of accident. The 
station does not appear to have been a square, after the usual 
manner of a Roman camp, but adapted itself to the shape of 
the eminence on which it stood.* On every side the ground 
slopes down and forms a natural rampart, but the declivity 
is far steeper on the south than on the other sides, and the 
northern front is the weakest of all. Upon the west there 
is what appears to be a road leading up from the Kirkbeck 
to a point where you may be able to trace the site of the 
western gate. This road would branch off from the Maiden 
Way, which seems to have crossed the valley a little above 
the station. Large as the station is it has yielded up only 
eight inscribed stones, at least Dr. Bruce could find no 
more for insertion in the Lapidarium Septentrionale, a fact 
which he accounts for by supposing that they were used 
up in the building of the church and castle. Of these, 
four are lost, one is at Lazonby Hall, and three are re-
corded in the Lapidarium as being at Bewcastle. None of 
them throw any light upon the history, or record the 
ancient name of Bewcastle. 

' " The station at Bewcastle has been placed on the nearly level surface of an 
irregularly-shaped eminence; its form being hexagonal, but its sides are unequal. 
Their respective lengths are as follows: —south-west side, 108 yards; south, 78 
yards; south-east, 95 yards; north-east, 125 yards; north, 146 yards; and north-
west, 83 yards." Mr. Maughan, in Archæological Journal, Vol. XI., p. 125. 
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216 	 BEWCASTLE. 

Various conjectures have been made as to the Roman 
name of the station, but they are mere conjectures, and in 
the absence of anything like certainty I shall not trouble 
you with them. The position must have been one of great im-
portance, as on it depended the safety of a large portion of 
the Maiden Way and the communication with other places 
further north. During the greater portion of its Roman 
period it is not unlikely, however, that Bewcastle was a 
frontier place, an outpost guarding the furthest limits of 
the empire. The Romans were never able to hold unbroken 
the northern barrier between the Friths of Forth and 
Clyde. The building of a second barrier further south by 
Hadrian was in itself a confession of weakness. It is true 
that not long afterwards the northern barrier, Agricola's 
line of forts, was strengthened by Lollius Urbicus, who 
constructed an earthwork, called, in honour of the reign-
ing Emperor, the wall of Antoninus, and now known as 
Graham's Dyke : but again the northern tribes broke in, 
and for long the tide of conquest seems to have ebbed and 
flowed while Picts and Romans fought for the possession 
of the land between the two walls. Under Theodosius 
the failing strength of Rome made a final effort, and the 
country being again subdued, was formed into a province 
called Valentia, after the reigning Emperor Valentinian. 
This, however, was not fifty years before the legions were 
withdrawn, and the Romans must have held the new pro-
vince by a very uncertain tenure. In the warfare of those 
times Bewcastle—which even then was a sort of debate-
able land—must have played a conspicuous part and 
borne the brunt of many a fierce assault. 

When the Romans left Britain, Bewcastle would be-
come part of a British kingdom until the landing of the 
Angles under Ida, in the middle of the sixth century, who 
soon conquered Northumberland, the land between the 
Humber and the Forth, and drove the Britons before them 
across the barrier of the Pennine range, thus dividing 

what 

 
 
tcwaas_001_1878_vol3_0027



BEWCASTLE. 	217 

what is now the south of Scotland and the north of Eng-
land by a perpendicular line, to the east of which lay the 
kingdom of Northumberland, and on the west the British 
or Welsh kingdom of Strathclyde. This kingdom ex-
tended from the Frith of Clyde over Galloway and the 
whole of south-west Scotland, taking in also Cumberland, 
Westmorland, and Lancashire, down to the river Dee, and 
the city of Chester, where it joined the kingdom of Wales. 
The history of this British State of Strathclyde, or Cum-
berland, is very obscure, and it is not necessary to go into 
it now, but it is worth while observing that so long as it 
maintained a separate existence and was independent of 
Northumberland, Bewcastle must have been very near its 
eastern boundary, and found itself again, in this second 
period of its history, a frontier place, only that then the 
boundary no longer ran along the Roman wall from east 
to west, but north and south, following the course of the 
range of mountains which is sometimes called the back-
bone of England, and which was for a time a shelter to 
the Welsh of Strathclyde against the advancing power of 
the Angles. 	It was not long that this barrier withstood 
the assault, and after the crushing defeat and death of the 
British Prince Cadwalla, at Heavenfield, near Hexham, 
Cumberland must have been very quickly overrun. The 
date of the battle of Heavenfield is 635, and before 670 
Bewcastle was an integral part of the Northumbrian king-
dom, the burial-place and perhaps the abode of a Northum-
brian prince. Before the end of another century the 
powerful kingdom of Northumberland, three of whose 
kings, Edwin, Oswald, and Oswin, take rank as Bret-
waldas, had become a prey to internal strife, which ended 
in the Northumbrians making their submission to Egbert, 
the king of the west Saxons, the eighth and last Bretwalda, 
whom all the English princes acknowledged as their over-
lord. We do not hear, however, that he was lord of the 
Strathclyde Welsh, and if he was not, then the submission 
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of Northumberland cannot have included the submission 
of Cumberland, and we must assume that during the latter 
and weaker days of the Northumbrian monarchy, Cumber-
land had managed to regain its independence. I do not 
say this with any certainty, because when Strathclyde and 
Cumberland are mentioned there is always a doubt as to 
how much of the country between the Clyde and the Dee 
is included, and therefore it may have been that the only 
part which did not submit to Egbert was the northern por-
tion, what is now Galloway and the south-west of Scotland. 
The submission of Northumberland to Egbert was made 
in 827, and little or nothing is known of Cumberland for 
another hundred years, till 924. In this year Edward the 
Elder, the son of Alfred, 

"Was chosen for father and for lord by the king of the Scots and 
the whole nation of the Scots, and Repaid and the son of Eadulf, 
and those who dwell in Northumbria, as well English as Danes, and 
Northmen and others, and also the king of the Strathclyde Britons, 
and all the Strathclyde Britons." 

This is a very brief outline of the history of Cumber-
land from the departure of the Romans up to what is 
known as the Commendation of 924, but it is nearly all we 
know, and in the dearth of all the materials of history the 
testimony of the well-known Bewcastle monument is not 
to be despised, even though it furnish us with only one 
new fact. 

I propose briefly to describe the monument, and to 
tell you the meaning of the inscription, in which I shall 
follow Professor Stephens of Copenhagen, who has pub-
lished a magnificent work on Runic monuments, in which 
he gives a very full account of the one at Bewcastle. The 
column is formed of one entire block of grey freestone, 
and its height above the pedestal is 141 feet. It was 
formerly surmounted by a small cross, which is now lost, 
but which, we may reasonably suppose, was not unlike the 

cross 

 
 
tcwaas_001_1878_vol3_0027



BEWCASTLE. 	 219 

cross in Ruthwell churchyard, in Annandale, fragments of 
which still remain. That there was a cross on the top of 
the shaft is quite certain, because in Camden's own copy 
of his Britannia was found a slip of paper with the follow-
ing note upon it : — " I received this morning a stone from 
my Lord of Arundel, sent him from my lord William. It 
was the head of a cross at Bewcastle." 	You see the 
antiquarians of those days could not let it alone, and 
where it is now nobody knows. The stone is supposed to 
have been quarried at a place called Langbar, on White 
Lyne Common, about five miles to the north, where lies 
another stone just like it, which was never removed from 
the quarry.* 

Let us look, first of all, at the east side, on which there 
are no Runes. The ornament consists of a vine sculptured 
in low relief within a border. It springs from the ground 
at the bottom of the shaft, and the main stem winds up-
wards, curving from side to side, and throwing out branches 
and tendrils bearing conventional foliage and clusters of 
fruit, while birds and squirrels and grotesque beasts of no 
known species perch among the branches and devour the 
fruit. On the west side, near the top, are the remains of 
the Holy name " Christus." Below is the figure of St. 
John Baptist, holding in his arms the Agnus Dei. The 
next figure, from the words, " Jesus Christus," written 
above the head, we know to be that of our Saviour. His 
head is encircled with a glory which, you will observe, is 
larger than that which surrounds the head of the Baptist, 
and like that of the Agnus Dei. His right hand is lifted in 
the act of blessing, and his left holds what looks like a 
scroll. He stands with each of his feet upon the head of 
a swine, treading down all unclean things, in the same way 
as He is represented on the cross at Ruthwell. Then fol- 

* Mr. Maughan, Archæological Journal, Vol XI., p. 134. 
lows 
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lows the principal inscription, which may be thus trans-
lated : 

"This slender sign-beacon 
set was by Hwætred, 
Wothgar, Olufwolth, 
after Alcfrith, 
once King, 
eke son of Oswin. 
Bid (pray) for the high-sin of his soul." 

The expression sign-beacon, Professor Stephens takes to 
mean the same as trophy, and to be a poetical synonym for 
a cross, the trophy of Christ's victory over sin and death. 
The last line " Pray for his high sin," his great offence, is 

By the courtesy of the Royal Archæological Institute of Great Britain and 
Ireland, this Society has been allowed to have electrotypes of the blocks of the 
Bewcastle Runes, given in Volume XI. of the Archæological journal. A fac-
simile is also given here 

 
of Bishop Nicolson's reading of the short inscription on the north side, " Munn-
burg." taken from his "Miscellany Account of the Diocese of Carlisle," recently 
published by Messrs. Thurnam & Sons, Carlisle, under the direction of this 
Society. 

mysterious, 
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mysterious, but it may only mean " pray for his most sin-
ful soul," and be a humble confession of the natural sin- 
fulness of man's nature. 	Below is the figure of a man 
in a long robe, with a hood over his head, and perched 
upon his left wrist a bird, which we therefore take to be a 
falcon. This figure is supposed to be Alcfrith himself. 
Immediately below the falcon is, what has been conjec-
tured to be its perch, an upright piece of wood with a 
cross piece at the top. 

We now pass to the south side and begin with the 
lowest compartment. 	It is filled with a beautiful design 
in knot-work ornament, the pattern being repeated twice. 
Then follows the first line of the inscription, then in the 
next compartment two interlacing vines, then the second 
line of the inscription, then more knot-work of a different 
pattern to the last, then the third line, then what we may 
call a vine, but which, like all the foliage on the pillar, is 
entirely conventional, imitating the characteristics of a 
graceful climbing plant, but bearing flowers and foliage 
and fruit of various forms all upon the same stem. Not 
far from the bottom of it you will see a semi-circular 
space, thought to be a sun-dial. Above this vine, comes 
the fourth line, and above that more knot-work. The top 
has been a good deal broken away, and the last part of the 
inscription can only be guessed at. Professor Stephens 
translates the whole thus : — 

" In the first year 
of the King 
of ric (realm) this 
Ecgfrith." 

From what is left he conjectures that there may have been 
at the top " Lie he in frith," i.e., may Alcfrith lie in peace. 

We 
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We now come lastly to the north side. This also, like 
the south, has five divisions. Beginning at the bottom are 
two vines with intertwining branches, and above the name 
of Alcfrith's queen, Künnburug. Higher up a wonderful 

 
KUNNBURUG. 

knot-work pattern, and above it the name Kuneswitha, 
the queen's sister. Then comes a long compartment 
filled with chequers, upon which there has been a vast 
amount of learned speculation. Camden thought the 
chequers came from the arms of De Vaux. Then, when 
this theory was exploded, the late Mr. Henry Howard, of 
Corby Castle, inverted it, and suggested that the chequers 
on the arms of De Vaux were taken from this column. 
Mr. Maughan, in a note to his tract on Bewcastle, cites 
instances of chequers in Scythian, Egyptian, Gallic, and 
Roman art, and from the Book of Kings proves that there 
were " nets of chequered work " in the Temple of King 
Solomon. The fact is that chequer-work or diaper is a 
natural form of ornament, and is here introduced purely 
as an ornament by the artist, who did not wish to leave 
the space blank and wanted something different to knots 
and vines. It is more pleasing to the eye than a plain 
surface, and for precisely the same reason may be seen 
in the tympanum of the door at Bromfield Church, in 
mediæval illuminations, and on the borders of Lowestoft 
tea-cups. Above this compartment are the words " Myrcna 
Kling," and above the next piece of knot-work, " Wulf-
here," i.e., Wulthere, King of the Mercians. Then fol-
lows another vine, and above all, three crosses and the 
sacred name " Jesus," as if to hallow and to bless the 
whole. 

I must tell you something about the names occurring in 
the inscription, but first I would direct your attention to 

the 
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the great artistic merit of the work, and would ask you to 
look upon it not only as an historical monument; .but as 
a work of art of a very high order, and infinitely superior 
both in design and execution to sculpture of much later 
times, which, until the 13th century, is, in the figures at 
least, grotesque and puerile as compared to this. The 
figures are here calm and dignified, the drapery is well 
executed and graceful, while the foliage is as good as any 
border in a mediæval missal. Coming now to the history of 
the monument, there seems no doubt that it is raised to 
the memory of Alcfrith, and it probably marks his grave. 
This Alcfrith was a son of Oswiu, king of Northumberland, 
and during his father's lifetime ruled under him over 
Deira, the southern part of his dominions. He is known 
to have been the friend and patron of Wilfrith, to whom he 
gave the monastery of Ripon. Like Wilfrith, and the 
men of the rising generation in his day, he was in favour 
of an alliance in ecclesiastical things with Rome, and was 
opposed to the Scottish missionaries, the followers of 
Aiden, who neither shaved their heads nor kept Easter in 
an orthodox way. Alcfrith is thus connected with that 
important revolution brought about through Wilfrith's 
.influence, and completed at the synod of Whitby, where  

Oswiu presided and settled the dispute between the Latin 
and the Celtic missionaries, by saying that he should not 
stand opposed to Saint Peter, seeing that he was the door-
keeper of heaven, " lest by offending him who keepeth the 
keys, I should, when I present myself at the gate, find no 
one to open it to me." To this friendship between Alc-
frith and Wilfrith may possibly be due the excellent work-
manship of the monument, which seems to have had 
bestowed upon it, the joint labours of English, Celtic, 
and Italian artists. 	We know that Wilfrith, when he 
returned from Rome, brought with him workmen, who 
were employed upon his churches at Ripon and at Hex-
ham. At the latter place stones have been found with vines 
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sculptured on them like those you now see, and which 
seem to be copied from the Gallixtine catacombs at 
Rome and the tomb of Galla Placidia at Ravenna. His-
torically the monument is important as proving that this 
part of Cumberland was in the seventh century annexed 
to the Northumbrian kingdom, then near the height of 
its power. 	I do not say that we might not have in- 
ferred as much from other sources, seeing that about 
685 St. Cuthbert was at Carlisle, but no chronicle, not 
even the testimony of a contemporary, can have greater 
weight as an authority than this abiding relic in these 
parts of the Northumbrian rule. The date, too, of the 
monument is graven on itself, and is the first year of 
Ecgfrith, the brother of Alcfrith, and successor of Oswiu, 
who began to reign in 670. Alcfrith himself, though he 
had been king of Deira under his father, did not live to 
succeed him. The date of his death and its manner are 
unknown, but it probably took place not long before his 
sorrowing queen, and her sister, and his brother-in-law 
the King of Mercia, with the three thegns, the dead king's 
friends and followers, set up this trophy to his memory. 
The queen of Alcfrith was the daughter of the fierce 
heathen Penda, the king of Mercia, the rival of the 
Northumbrian kings, who had slain in battle Edwin and 
Oswald, and was himself defeated and slain by Oswiu. 
Though so often at war the two royal families were closely 
united by marriage, for after Alcfrith had married Cune-
burh, Penda's daughter, her brother Peada came and be-
sought Oswiu to give him his daughter in marriage. But 
Mercia was still heathen ; Peada was told that a Christian 
princess could not be allowed to wed a Pagan prince, and 
he was urged to embrace Christianity and be baptized. 
Then he listened to the preaching of the gospel, and he 
was so moved that he declared he would willingly become 
a Christian, even though he should be refused the virgin ; 
and Bede ascribes the merit of his conversion to Alcfrith, 

his 
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his friend and brother-in-law. " Accordingly," it is said, 
" he was baptized by Bishop Finan, with all his earls 
and soldiers and their servants that came along with him, 
at a noted village belonging to the king called, ' At the 
Wall.'" 

Let us now take up the thread of the history of Cum-
berland from where we broke off, at the date of the Com-
mendation in 924. At that time Cumberland Was ruled 
by princes of the Scottish royal family, but was still a 
kingdom independent of Scotland, owing like Scotland a 
vague and indefinite allegiance to the English King as over-
lord. In 945, " King Eadmund ravaged all Cumberland, and  
granted it all to Malcolm, king of the Scots, on condition 
that he should be his fellow-worker, as well by sea as by 
land." From that time Cumberland was held as an ap-
panage of the Scottish crown, and the heir apparent of 
Scotland was Prince of Cumberland, as in later days the 
heir apparent of England became Prince of Wales. By 
this grant of Eadmund the northern part of the old 
kingdom of Cumberland became for ever severed from 
England and annexed to Scotland. The fortune of the 
southern position was different, and for long it seemed 
doubtful whether in the end it would belong to England 
or to Scotland. Passing on to the Norman Conquest, 
at which time Cumberland was ruled by the Scottish 
king, I should just allude perhaps to a story which is told 
in all the existing county histories, of a grant of Cumber-
land by William the Conqueror to Ranulf de Meschines, 
who, it is said, granted Gilsland to Hubert de Vallibus. 
Hubert, as the story goes, was kept out of his new fief by 
Gilles Bueth, lord of Bewcastle, whom, therefore, he slew 
by treachery at Castlesteads, and then in remorse founded 
Lanercost. I need not, at this present day, discuss before 
this Society whether the Conqueror made a grant of Cum-
berland or not. We know he never had possession of it. 
Camden was the first who dealt in the story of the murder 
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of Bueth, and writers in our Transactions (Vol. 1., p. 95) 
have done much to upset it in toto. But into the history 
of Gilles, and Bueth his father, whose name survives in 
Bewcastle (Buethcastle), Boothby (Buethby), Burtholme, 
(Buetholme), we must enquire a little. In the Chartulary 
of the Bishopric of Glasgow, Mr. Mounsey* found an 
Inquisition of the possessions of the church of Glasgow, 
made in 1118, by order of David, then prince of Cumbria. 
The return is sworn to by Uchtred, the son of Waldef, 
Gill, son of Boed, Ley-sing and Oggo, Cumbrian judges, 
so that at this time Gilles, the son of Bueth, was a man 
of high position in Cumberland. 	It is worthy of special 
note, too, that he appears in connection with David, the 
Scottish prince, not as the subject of Henry I., from 
which we may infer that though William Rufus conquered 
all the southern parts of Cumberland and founded Carlisle, 
which was certainly held by his successor as one of the 
royal towns, still these more northern portions of the 
modern county had neither been reduced by the king nor 
his barons, and owed allegiance to prince David and the 
Crown of Scotland. 	Throughout the reign of Stephen, 
David was in full possession of Cumberland, and kept his 
court at Carlisle, but in - 1157, Henry finally annexed it to 
England, and he by a charter, which is printed in Dug-
dale, granted to Hubert de Vallibus " Totam terram quam 
Gilbertus filius Boet tenuit, die quo fuit vivus et mortuus," 
an expression which shows Gilles Bueth to have kept 
Bewcastle till his death. Thus, then, it passed to the lords 
of Gilsland, but yet, though I know not why, it does not 
seem to have been reckoned a part of that barony : we find 
it regarded rather as part of the barony of Burgh. It must 
have formed part of the estates of the family of De Vaux, 
but perhaps they never were able or did not care to reduce 
it into possession. Hutchinson, quoting from Denton, 
says : 

See his "Gillesland." 
" It 
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" It would seem that Gilles Bueth, being dispossessed himself, and 
he and his posterity forced to settle in Scotland, he made the place 
too hot for any of Hubert Vaux's posterity, wasting all that part of 
the country in revenge by frequent inroads on the same." 

In this there may be some truth, and we may believe 
Bewcastle was not a desirable residence, and that not much 
was to be got for the trouble of reducing such a place. 
When the De Moultons, lords of Burgh, became by mar-
riage lords of Gilsland also, Denton says they 

"Took upon them to summer their cattle in Bewcastle, and made 
them shields and cabins for their people, dwelling themselves in 
tents and booths for defence; at which time it was a waste forest 
ground, and fit for the depasturing of the cattle of the lords of Burgh 
and their tenants, they having no other pasture for them, because 
the barony itself was very populous and well inhabited, fitting better 
for corn and meadow than for pasture. And thereupon it is always 
found in ancient inquisitions as parcel of that barony, and to be 
holden of the same. But it is not within the said barony, for the 
seignories of Liddale and Levington lie between Burgh and it. It 
became inhabited long before Henry III.'s time, upon the building of 
that castle which is now there standing. And in Henry III.'s days 
Richard, Baron of Levington, by his right in Burgh, held these 
demesne lands, and other lands, rents and services, as parcel of 
Burgh." 

Such is Denton's account of the feudal history of Bew-
castle. The Swinburns afterwards held it, and in the time 
of Edward III. it passed to Sir John Striveling, who ob-
tained it by marriage with Barbara, sister and co-heir of 
Sir Adam de Swinburne. It then got into the hands of 
the crown, and was held for the king by a branch of the 
Musgrave family. A Jack Musgrave was captain of Bew-
castle in the reign of Henry VIII. In 1602, Thomas 
Musgrave fell out with his neighbour at Askerton, Launce-
lot Carleton, and arrangements were made for a duel be-
tween them, but the result of it is not recorded. Another 
Jack Musgrave was captain of Bewcastle in the time of 

the 

 
 
tcwaas_001_1878_vol3_0027



228 	 BEWCASTLE. 

the Commonwealth, and is described by Lilly, the astrolo-
ger,* as a "very pestilent fellow," who nevertheless made 
Jack very drunk, and so got out of him some documents 
which compromised his friend the then head of the Pen- 
ningtons. 	Rushworth (II. 929) says Bewcastle had a 
garrison of one hundred men placed in it in 1639, which 
garrison is said to have been withdrawn to Carlisle and the 
castle dismantled. 	This very possibly is the end of its 
military history, though Hutchinson says it was destroyed 
by the Parliamentary forces in 1641, and tradition makes 
Oliver Cromwell batter it down himself, but as almost 
every old castle, in the absence of any other fate, is made 
an end of by the great Protector, we must, until the au- 
thority is found, look upon the story with suspicion. 	Its 
last possessors have been the Grahams, to whom it now 
belongs, the fee having been granted to Sir Richard 
Graham by Charles I. in consideration of his services. 

Many famous stories are told of the exploits and law-
lessness of the inhabitants of Bewcastle in its wilder days. 
They were arrant moss-troopers all of them, and many 
appear in the lists kept by Lord William Howard of those 
whom he had either hanged upon the fatal tree at Na-
worth, or sent to Carlisle, where the officer ' does his work 
by daylight,' and John Nelson, curate of Bewcastle, and 
William Patrick, priest of the same, were reported as 
notorious freebooters. Hobbie Noble, the famous moss-
trooper, who acted a distinguished part in the deliverance 
of Jock o' the Side, and who was betrayed by Sim o' the 
Maynes, was a Bewcastle man, and lived at a place called 
Crewe, about three miles north-east of the church, where, 
I believe, a portion of an old tower still remains.+ In 
life he was a much respected man throughout Liddesdale 
and Bewcastle, but the Land Sergeant got him, and he 

* In Lilly's Autobiography. 
Mr. Maughan says this tower stands on a Roman site. Archæological 

Journal, vol. XI. p. 222. 
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was hanged at Carlisle—a little matter about a horse. 
And now can you bear with me while in conclusion I 

say a few words about the castle ? 	All that remains 
is an enclosure of 87 feet square, lying within four great 
walls, or what is left of them, for on the northern and 
eastern side they are much broken down. A gateway is 
built against the western wall. This also forms a square 
enclosure, for I doubt if it was ever roofed in, and it seems 
to be an addition. There is hardly a scrap of detail left, 
so that it is impossible to fix the date with certainty, un-
less an opinion can be formed from the masonry. Many 
have looked upon it as an early example of military archi-
tecture, and speak of its being a Norman keep.*  I do not 
say that it may not be Edwardian, but what detail there 
is, and there is really hardly any except in the windows, 
which may be insertions, is decidedly late, as late I should 
think as Henry VIII. or Elizabeth, and therefore I sup-
pose that the castle may have been almost entirely rebuilt 
when Bewcastle came into the hands of the Crown. 
There is nothing which strikes me as being like Norman 
work, and had it been a Norman keep we might have ex-
pected to find some flat buttresses instead of the huge 
expanse of dead wall which we have on the south, un-
broken in its lower part by an opening of any kind. 
There is an absence also of all intramural passages or 
corner staircases with which Norman keeps were gener-
ally furnished. The dwelling rooms seem to have been 
entirely on the upper floors, and were probably built round 
the outer walls, so as to form a court yard, such as you 
have seen at Askerton. 	It seems impossible that the 
whole interior space can have been fitted with chambers 
divided by partition walls, for you must bear in mind 
that the castle here is of great size, and that within its 

Mr. Maughan says, "There is no date known of the erection of this castle, but 
the cement shows it to be of ancient construction. Archaeological Journal, vol. 
XI. page 126. 

four 
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four walls you could put the keep of Carlisle. Whatever 
was the form of the internal buildings they seem to have 
consisted of a basement and two upper stories ; but only 
in the topmost of all are found the remains of two windows 
and two fireplaces. At the doorways you should notice 
particularly the long holes into which were shot the 
beams for securing the door, an excellent arrangement by 
which they were out of the way when not in use and 
always there when wanted. You find the same at Shank 
Castle, which seems certainly as late as the sixteenth cen-
tury ; and both here and there these holes appear to have 
been made when the walls were first built. Those in the 
wall of the gateway run right through to the outside. In 
this part, which, though built on to the main portion, 
seems to be of the same character, you can just see the 
projection from the battlements, which, you will observe, 
is very slight. Inside the outer door to the right hand on 
entering is a doorway at the foot of a stair, formed in the 
thickness of the wall leading to a short gallery, which 
terminates in a garderobe, and has openings towards the 
interior for the defence of the gateway. The wall at the 
end of the passage is broken through, and the hole, though 
not a window at all, is shown as the one through which 
young Johnstone of Loch Wood saw old Nixon asleep in 
his arm-chair by the fire, as related in the well-known 
tale of Nixon's Glow. The walls of the passage and the 
stairs are still covered with thick whitewash, which cer-
tainly seems in places to be blackened by fire, but this 
might happen in other ways than the smoke from Nixon's 
glow ; still it would be interesting to know if the castle 
was ever occupied as a farm house, as has been the fate of 
most of our border peles. 

The church may be dismissed in a few words, for, with 
the exception of the east end, which has a triple lancet 
Early English window, all is modern work, and the long 
tin cases containing the plans of common allotments, 

which, 
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which, when I first saw it, were hanging by chains along 
the front of the gallery, have been taken down. In the 
graveyard are some old headstones bearing quaint coats of 
arms, and old rhyming inscriptions ; but perhaps the 
oddest of all is quite a recent one to " Jonathan Telford, 
of Craggy Ford, who died April 25, 1866, aged 72. De-
ceased was one of the moor-game shooters in the north of 
England ; in the time of his shooting he bagged 59 grouse 
at seven double shots." 

Note by the Editor.—The wetness of the weather, &c. prevented any 
discussion upon Mr. Nanson's interesting paper. 	Dr. Simpson 
expressed an opinion that the church was worth more attention, and 
some doubt was expressed about the date of the castle, whether it 
might not be earlier than Mr. Nanson considered it. Mr. George 
Howard said that Sir George Dasent was of opinion that Professor 
Stephens had misread the line of Runes, translated as " Pray for the 
high sin of his soul." 	Professor Stephens was indebted to Mr. 
Maughan for tracings, &c. of the Runes. The Editor is informed 
that Sir George Dasent assigns these Runes to a different date to that 
done by Professor Stephens. 

FF 
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