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EXCURSIONS AND PROCEEDINGS. 

JANUARY 19TH AND 20TH, 1881. 

THE Winter Meeting of the Cumberland and Westmorland Anti- 
quarian and Archæological Society, took place at Penrith on 

Wednesday and Thursday, January 19th and 10th, 1881. Dr. Taylor, 
Mr. W. B. Arnison, and Mr. Varty, the Local Committee, had made 
the most complete arrangements for the convenience of the members. 
On the afternoon of the first day a brief visit was made to Brougham 
Hall ; papers were read in the Assembly Room of the Crown Hotel 
in the evening after dinner, and also on the morning of the second 
day. An interesting feature of the meeting was a somewhat extensive 
collection of ancient arms and armour, and other objects of interest 
in the Assembly Room. 

The visitors mustered in the Assembly Room of the Crown Hotel 
between two and three o'clock, when some business was transacted, 
the Rev. Canon Simpson, F.S.A., presiding. After the Secretary had 
read the minutes of the last meeting, the President announced that he 
had received a letter from the Secretary of the Royal Archæological 
Institute, accepting the invitation of the Society to visit this part of 
the country in 1882. He had also received a letter from the Society 
of Antiquaries in Copenhagen, asking if an exchange of publica- 
tions might not be made between the societies. 	Mr. Ferguson, 
F.S.A., said he had great pleasure in moving that the Society agree 
to exchange publications as suggested. He would also like to see 
them exchange with the Society of Antiquaries in Scotland. Dr. 
Taylor seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. It was 
also decided to give the Society of Antiquaries in Scotland copies of 
the Transactions. 

On the suggestion of the President, it was agreed to accept an offer 
from Professor Stephens, of Copenhagen, to supply prints of the Runic 
Stone found at Brough. 

The following ladies and gentlemen were elected members of the 
Society during the meeting :—Mr. and Mrs. James Harrison, Newby 
Bridge House, Ulverston; Mr. Joseph S. Seymour, architect, Carlisle; 
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Mr. Lloyd Wilson, Great Broughton ; Rev. W. Thompson, Sedbergh ; 
the Rev. H. Bulkeley, Lanercost Priory ; Mr. M. Falcon, Stainburn; 
Miss Thompson, Askham ; Mr. William K. Dover, Myrtle Grove, 
Keswick ; the Rev. Albert Warren, Vicar of Bongate ; Mr. Binning, 
Carlisle ; and Mr. Goodchild. 

As we have mentioned, there was a very interesting collection of arms 
and armour in the Assembly Room. Mr. R. Ferguson, M.P., had sent 
an arblast, or crossbow, of German make, and a Zweihander, or two-
handled Swiss sword, said to have belonged to a German executioner. 
The Dean and Chapter of Carlisle exhibited a highly-ornamented 
helmet of the 16th century. Sir W. Lawson, Bart., M.P., lent the 
sword, said to be that with which Sir Hugh de Morville killed Sir 
Thomas a Beckett.* It is a German blade, with Venetian basket. 
There were pieces of armour, claymores, a brassart (Oriental), &c., 
from the Carlisle Museum. The Rev. T. Lees exhibited a varied collec-
tion of arms, including a Toledo blade, set as an English officer's sword 
formerly the property of General Sir John Woodford ; a sword of the 
Edenside Rangers ; spear from South Africa, Indian tulwar, with 
wooden sheath ; hunting knife found at Penrith ; Highland dirk, &c. 
Miss Mawson, Clifton, sent a number of pre-historic implements, and 
also two swords, found at Clifton Moor; these were from the collec-
tion of her late father, who was a well-known local antiquarian. Mr. 
D. R. Robinson, the Thorn, Penrith, had a fine display of swords, 
and other arms, helmets, morions, and suits of armour. Mr. Varty, 
Penrith, exhibited a suit of armour of the time of Henry VIII., and 
another of the time of Charles II. A runic stone, said to have been 
found at Skirwith some years ago, and which has apparently been 
overlooked, attracted some attention ; and a variety of Roman and 
other finds were shown. 

The Society was indebted to the Rev. C. Dowding for contributing 
from his collection of rubbings from brasses a large number, to illus-
trate the collection of armour. The Rev. H. Whitehead also brought 
over, for the purposes of his paper, some disused Communion Plate 
from the Deanery of Wigton, and Canon Simpson brought the old 
Kirkby Stephen plate. 

The members and their friends were, after viewing the exhibition, 
driven to Brougham Hall, where they were received by the Hon. 
Wilfrid Brougham, who conducted the party through the castle and 
into the chapel. 

When the party had assembled in the hall, in which there is a fine 

* The story has no foundation : see Article on this sword by R. S. Ferguson, 
F.S.A. Archæological Journal, vol. 37, p. 99. 

and 
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and varied collection of ancient arms and armour, the Rev. T. Lees 
read a paper on " Armour from the 13th to the 17th century," in 
which he traced the various developements of arms and armour 
during these periods. Attention was also directed to the valuable col-
lection of church plate and utensils belonging to Brougham Chapel, 
to which most of the party proceeded, before returning to Penrith. 

About fifty sat down to dinner, after which an adjournment took 
place to the Assembly Room, where the Rev. Canon Simpson, F.S.A., 
read a valuable paper by Professor Stephens, F.S.A., Copenhagen, 
on the runic stone found at Brough. On its conclusion Mr. Ferguson, 
F.S.A., remarked that Professor Stephens had pointed out that on 
the 11th of September, 1866—the first visit of this society to Penrith 
—Canon Simpson said—" I think it probable that we may find monu-
ments in these counties, belonging to that (runic) period, sculptured, 
and, it may be, inscribed with runic characters that have never been 
studied or figured, or even noticed." Mr. Ferguson proceeded to 
congratulate Canon Simpson on the happy verification of his pre-
diction, and further observed that not only had they the pleasure of 
reading the result of the Professor's inquiry, but they would also have 
the paper printed in their Transactions before it came out in his own 
book.* He moved that Professor Stephens be elected an honorary 
member of the society. The motion was seconded, and carried 
unanimously. 

The following papers were also read during the evening :—The Old 
Church Plate in the Deanery of Brampton; The Rev. H. Whitehead. 
Roman Remains near Wolsty Castle; Mr. Joseph Robinson. 

The meeting resumed on Thursday morning, when the following 
papers were read :— Miscellaneous Royalist Notices, &c., temp. Charles 
I., News from the North, &c., by Sir G. Duckett, F.S.A. ; Sculptures 
at Long Marton Church, by the Rev. T. Lees ; The Transcripts of 
the Brampton Registers, by the Rev. H. Whitehead ; Local Names, 
by Mr. J. G. Goodchild ; Stone Circles at Shap, by the Rev. Canon 
Simpson, LL.D., F.S.A. ; The Armorial Bearings of the City of 
Carisle, by Mr. Ferguson, F.S.A. ; Roman Stone at Brough, West-
morland, by Mr. Thompson Watkins ; Stone Circle at Raisbeck, 
Gamelands, Orton, by Mr. Ferguson, F.S.A., and Mr. Joseph Robin-
son ; The alleged discovery of the Labarum on Carlisle Cathedral, by 
Mr. Ferguson, F.S.A. 

At the close of the meeting, on the proposition of the Chairman, 
votes of thanks were accorded to Lord Brougham for allowing the 

* "Old Northern Runic Monuments of Scandinavia and England, vol. II," now 
in the press. 

Society 

 
tcwaas_001_1881_vol5_0033



346 
	

EXCURSIONS AND PROCEEDINGS. 

Society to visit Brougham Hall ; to those gentlemen who kindly 
forwarded objects of antiquarian interest, including specimens of 
ancient arms and armour ; and to the committee appointed to carry 
out the local arrangements of the Society on their visit to Penrith. A 
vote of thanks to the Chairman for presiding closed the proceedings, 
which terminated about 1 3o p.m. 

 
tcwaas_001_1881_vol5_0033


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4



