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ART. XXXIII.—The Colony of German Miners at Keswick. 
By J. FISHER CROSTHWAITE, F.S.A.' 

Read at Keswick, October 5th, 1882. 
THE first notice I have been able to find of this 

remark able Colony is contained in the Calendar of State 
Papers relating to the mines in Newlands and the Copper 
Smelting Works at Keswick, edited by Robert Lemon, 
F.S.A. The date is the 16th of July, 1561, when Dr. 
Nicholas Wotton and Peter Osborne, writing to Secretary 
" Cecell," say :- 

Have conferred with Stynbergh and the Master of Savoy, upon 
articles for the incorporation of a company for the working of Mines 
in England. Inclosing Indenture between the Queen and John 
Steynbergh and Thomas Thurland (Master of Savoy), for erecting a 
Corporation for working mines in England. 

In the year 1564 September loth, there is a— 
Memorial of Thomas Thurland and Sebastian Spydell and their 

Company desiring their grants for working mines and minerals in 
England and Wales to be transferred to Daniel Hechstetter. 

Then came a statement of articles contained in the Book 
of Privilege to be granted to Thomas Thurland, and Daniel 
Hechstetter, for working mines in certain parts of the 
realm. 

Next year, March 26th, 1565, we find Thomas Thurland 
writing to Cecil from Keswick :- 

Has received his letters with report and assay of Copper Ore. The 
report made by those who assayed it is incorrect. 

The following month (April) Thurland and Hechstetter 
have a grant discharging them from all fifteenths and 

* For much information on the German Mines, see a paper on "The Crosthwaite 
Registers." by the same writer ante, Vol. ii. p. 225. 
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other impositions during the first beginning of their opera-
tions in mineral matters. 

In May the same year they have found copper ore con-
taining silver, in certain places in Cumberland. They 
request to have warrant from the Queen to bring 300 or 
400 foreign workmen to work it. 

In July the Queen granted Thurland and Hechstetter 
to fell and appropriate within her Majesty's woods sufficient 
timber to construct the buildings necessary for smelting 
all ores within certain counties. Also, to apprehend dis-
orderly persons employed by them in the mines. 

In August Thurland writes to Sir Edward Rogers, Comp-
troller of the Household ; Sir Fr: Knollys, Vice-Chamber-
lain ; and Sir William Cecill that he has proposed a com-
position with his creditors, and the executors of one Warde. 

In September Daniel Hechstetter, Johan Louver, and 
Ludwig Hans write from Keswick to Cecill saying that the 
progress of the works are impeded for want of wood. They 
beg that Nedham may be dispatched to Ireland to procure 
it. This shows that the Rateliff family were unfriendly to 
the miners. The Derwentwater estate at that time would 
have plenty of oak timber upon it close to where it was 
wanted. Probably they sided with the Earl of Northumber- 
land in his claim to the sole right of minerals. 	Daniel 
Hechstetter complains in a letter to John Louver that the 
Germans are ill-treated by the English workmen, and that 
those who ill-treated them are protected by Lady Ratcliffe. 
Still the work goes on, and on the 1st of August, 1566, 
Thurland reports to Cecill that " a copper mine has been 
discovered at Newlands, the best in England." 

On the 2oth September " Parson Thurland " (as Secretary 
Cecill endorses one of his letters) writing from Rose Castle 
to the Secretary :- 

The smelting house, and other mineral operations are in progress, 
but are more chargeable than he imagined. There is plenty of 
copper ore in the country. 

In 
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In the same month Sir Thomas Gresham gave a bond in 
the sum of 500 crowns to John Fuggar as security for 
payment to John Steinberg,* for sending 20 German miners 
into England. In the conditions for John Steinburgh (his 
name is given Hans Stainbarge) to come over into England 
with 2o or 3o German miners skilled in minerals, to try 
some newly discovered mines. 

October 7th. Thomas Thurland, provost of the mines, 
wrote from Keswick to Sir Wm. Cecill telling of the great 
progress of the mining works, and that smelting houses 
and furnaces were erected. He also reported that gold 
had been found on Crawford Muir. Just now the Queen 
commands Lord Scrope and the Justices of the Peace to 
repress the assaults, murders and outrages on the Almain 
miners. She also commands the Earl of Northumberland 
to offer no further obstruction to the workers of the mines 
and minerals at a place called Newlands in Cumberland. 
Any lawful claim he may have in the said minerals shall 
be reserved to him. 

A week later the Earl of Northumberland writes to the 
Earls of Pembroke and Leicester, and Sir Wm. Cecill. 
He says he has ascertained beyond doubt that the minerals 
dug up in Newlands belong to him only, and that the 
workers thereof are trespassers on his land. 

October 13th, 1566. Alderman Lionel Duckett writes 
to Sir William Cecill that he is about to despatch a mes-
senger to Keswick, and urges that the inhabitants of 
Keswick ought to be friendly to the foreigners there. He 
seems to have been an active promoter of the mining opera-
tions. His family settled in the neighbourhood. The 
name frequently occurs in local documents. Nearly a 
century after, in the year 1662, W. Duckett witnessed a 
lease granted to Gawen Wren of the east side of Ullock 
Close. 

In the Crosthwaite Registers there is the burial of Mr. Mark Stonebarger, 
December 4th, 1597, who was probably a descendant. 

The 
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The indefatigable Master of the Savoy, Thomas Thur-
land, sends to Sir Wm. Cecill a plan of Keswick, the 
smelting house, Newlands, and other mines. He says that 
Denton, who was sent last year into Ireland for wood, has 
returned. He next writes to the Queen :— 

They have at length attained to the making of fine and perfect 
copper; sends her a specimen. 

1567, September 29th. 
Keswick. Daniel Hechstetter and Hans Louver to the Queen. 

Can now make copper and have sent some to London. Will make 
trial if the copper ore contain silver and gold. Recommend that 
some conclusion be made between the Queen and the Earl of 
Northumberland. 

In December of the same a year George Lamplugh 
petitions the council to be authorized to superintend the 
mineral works in the place of Mr. Thurland, and to have a 
grant of certain tythes, &c., in Great and Little Broughton. 

June 25th, 1568. Daniel Hechstetter writes from Kes-
wick to Cecill. He is surprised at the richness of the 
Kingdom in minerals. He reports progress of their works, 
which are opposed by Lady Ratcliffe. A preacher in their 
own language is much wanted amongst the workmen. 

1568, September 2nd. Mr. Nedham negotiates with Mr. 
Curwen at Workington for a piece of ground on which to 
erect a wharf, and reports the difficulty of procuring coal. 
A lease of land at Keswick required. Mr. Lamplugh is 
continued in his office. 

October 19th. The Earl of Northumberland writes to 
Cecill and requests a final answer whether he is to have a 
reasonable composition for the mines or not ; otherwise he 
must assert his right and title to them. This contention 
was ended by a suit between the Queen and Thomas, Earl 
of Northumberland. 

But in regard to the Queen's prerogative, there being in those mines 
more gold and silver than copper and lead, they were judged to be due 
to the Queen upon the defendant's demurrer in law. 

May 
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May 15th, 1580. Lionel Duckett writes to Cecill :- 
Requests that the Queen would be pleased to appoint certain 

officers for superintendence of the copper works. Recommends Mr. 
Richard Dudley and Mr. Dalston. 

1571, March 24th. The company of the Mines Royal to the Earl 
of Leicester and Lord Burleigh. Requests that the bargain for copper 
be completed, and also the warrant for discharge of the impost on 
wines. 

The last entry given by Mr. Lemon is as follows :- 
(The Council) to the Company of the Royal Mines in Cumberland. 

That Daniel Hechstetter, work master of the Royal Mines, had made 
trial of a process newly invented by Henry Pope for the washing of 
lead and copper ores, and recommends its adoption. 

Mr. Daniel Hechstetter first appeared upon the scene 
at the close of 1564. The parish register mentions, May 
14th, 1572, the baptism of a son— 

Daniel Hechstetter, son of Daniel Hechstetter, Duchman, and 
Radigund his wife. 

He had two other children born at Keswick, Elizabeth and 
Leonard. He died in 1581 having resided 17 years in the 
parish, and his widow, who died in 1610, survived him 
29 years. She was buried in the church. This family 
flourished and married into the most respectable families 
in the neighbourhood, and continued to hold their position 
so long as the mining operations were carried on. We 
find them in influential positions in all parochial matters. 
In the Inquisition taken at Keswick relating to the High 
School of Crosthwaite, in 1616, it is mentioned that the 

Company of the Mines Royal gave £20, and Radigunda Hechstetter 
forty shillings, &c., &c., for the increase of the school stock, and de-
livered the same to Master Daniel Hechstetter, and Emanuel Hech-
stetter, now deceased, (whose executor Joseph Hechstetter is) to be 
paid to the eighteen sworn men. 

On the 8th September, 1623, one Daniel Hechstetter got 
a lease for four lives of the " Heads " a croft of ground 
being by estimation 12 acres, for himself and for the lives 

of 
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of Samuell Hechstetter, Jonathan Hechstetter, and Radi-
gunda Hechstetter, all of Keswick, and the longest liver of 
them for 20S. a year. There is a house in Keswick, next 
to Capt. Jackson's, near the bridge, which has thick walls 
and is wainscotted with beautifully carved oak, and has 
initials D.H., a shield having four roses in the sinister 
chief, and other initials I.H. which I take to be Daniel and 
Joyce Hechstetter. His wife's maiden name was Joyce 
Bankes of Keswick, and this property passed down to the 
present owner from one William Bankes an oppulent manu-
facturer. One of the family became master of the Grammar 
School at Carlisle. He was M.A. of Queen's College, 
Oxford, and Rector of Bolton, Cumberland.* Probably he 
was the son of Joseph Hechstetter who lived at Smelting 
House, Keswick. 

The works were carried on by the side of Greta river 
as well as at Newlands, there being smelting mills at both 
places. The works by the Greta river extended from Cal-
vert's Bridge to the Hammer Hole above the Forge. This 
is a mill race, a part of which has been cut through the 
solid rock and forms a tunnel. It has been cut with 
wedges and pick hammers, in the same manner as the 
levels were driven in the mines at Newlands. This mill 
race carried the machinery used in smelting, hammering 
copper plates, and sawing, &c., &c. 

An indenture, dated 15th October, 1607, between Sir 
Francis Radcliffe of Dilston, and the Governors, Assistants 
and Society of the City of London, of and for the Mines 
Royal grants a lease of 21 years to the above mentioned 
parties for £63 6s. 8d. 

Three acres of ground lying and about the towne of Keswick be-
tween the water of the Greta on the one side, and one certain close or 
ground commonly called Briggholme-close on the other side, within 
the manor of Castlerigg, with all and singular the edifices, buildings, 
and other works which were erected, builded or made upon the 

Ante, Vol. ii, p. 231. 
premises 
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premises or thereunto belonging. And also one water course now 
already made in and through the grounds of the said F. Radcliffe next 
adjoining the said three acres, the force and head of the said water-
course beginning and set and Clark Hill `° loct " and so wrought 
downwards towards Keswick Mill. 

I have extracted the foregoing from the original lease in 
the possession of R. Dykes Marshall, Esq., which he 
kindly lent me for perusal some time ago with many 
similar documents throwing light upon local matters of 
interest in past times. 

In 1654  Joseph Heckstetter was foreman of the 18 
school governors, and he represented the division of Great 
Crosthwaite. The school accounts are in his hand-writing 
which is an excellent hand. 

About this time William Calvert is recorded as foreman, 
and Gyles Raisley of Windebrow follows in the same 
capacity. These names are constantly occurring in local 
documents, showing that they were of the German colony, 
and were amongst the more influential portion. The 
name of this family of Raisley first appears in our register 
as 

Baptism 1567, May nth of Benedictus Ritseler, son of George 
Ritseler, Duchman, and Margaret his wife. 

The name is successively spelled Rystler, Raysing, Ray-
sell, Raiseley of Windebrowe, which is now called Greta 
Bank and did belong to the late Mr. William Calvert, J.P., 
who probably came to it by the junction of the Raisley and 
Calvert family, there being two of latter named Raisley 
Calvert coming down to our own time. 

Amongst the earliest marriages recorded was that of 
Hanre Moser, Duchman, and Elizabeth Clark of Newland, 
November 23rd, 1567. There was also Molker Moser of 
Smelt-house, and Percival Molker Moser of the same place. 
Then we have the names Symond Pughbarger of Stare, 
Fitzin Colizon of Smelting-house, Gesper Clocker, some-
times spelled Clowkker and lastly Clocker. Christopher 

Clocker 
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Clocker and Jannet Stanger of Skelgill, were married in 
1590. 

Then we have such names as George Hedgler, Yerle Flow-
terer, Ulrig Staygill, Batholomew Beyrnparker, Martin 
Prowker, Wyllm Lipmawer, Wilford Hound, Gasper San-
ninger, Andrea Torver and Aprel his wife, Georg Yorke, 
Steven Norspalmer, Hanre Tempp, George Tiffler, Sebas-
tian Tibler, &c., &c. 

In 1572 we have 
Gasper Cayrus, son of Mitchall Kayrus, Duchman, and Agnes his 

wife. 

In 1568 Christopher Beck, Duchman, married Esaybell 
Bewley, English woman. 

In 1572, February 15th, Sir Peter Beck married Janet 
Fawsett, servant at Isle (Ile). The prefix " Sir " was 
probably given to him as clergyman or domestic chaplain, 
for in 1597 " Master " Peter Beck was appointed Vicar 
having by this time succeeded to his master's degree. He 
was Vicar of Crosthwaite for fifteen years. 

Under Daniel Hechstetter copper smelting became very 
successful. In a lecture by Sir H. Hussey Vivian, Bart., 
M.P. for Glamorganshire, on copper smelting, at the Royal 
Institution, Swansea, December 1880, he shows that skilled 
workmen went from Keswick to South Wales in 1584 to 
teach the art of roasting and smelting the ore. 

In the course of his lecture he says ;- 
In the reign of Elizabeth there was a rich copper mine at Keswick, 

Cumberland, of which the Queen deprived the Earl of Northumber-
land on the ground that it was a royal mine. It was reported that 
4000 men were employed at that mine, but this is probably a great 
exaggeration. According to Camden, much good copper continued 
for a long time to be made at Keswick and Newlands, but Webster in 
1671 wrote that now the work is quite left, and decayed, yet I am 
informed that some do now melt forth as much good copper as serveth 
them to make half-pennies and farthings. I beg especially to direct 
attention to this smelting at Keswick in Cumberland, because I think 
there is no doubt from the records brought to light by the the laborious 

and 
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and intelligent researches of our fellow townsman Lieut. Col. G. G. 
Francis, that the first smeltimg works in South Wales was built and 
worked by men from Keswick. I remember well that Col. Francis 
announced to me before he published his letters in 1867, that he had 
discovered that our Welsh copper smelting process came from 
Germany. I at once told him, and I still retain that opinion, that 
such could not be the case, inasmuch as nothing amalagous to it 
existed in any part of Germany even down to our times. I think we 
were both part right. The evidence Col. Francis has discovered, puts 
it beyond doubt, that Germans were largely employed in the Keswick 
smelting, but there is no tittle of evidence that I can discover, that 
they brought our reverberatory process with them from Germany. 

In point of date, the story begins with a patent granted by Queen 
Elizabeth in 1564 (p. 29) to Thomas Thurland, master of the Savoy, 
and Daniel Hogstetter a German, giving them power and authority 
to dig, search, try, sort, and melt all manner of mine stores of gold, 
silver, copper, and quicksilver, in Yorkshire, Lancaster, Cumberland, 
Westmorland, Cornwall, Devon, Gloucester, and Worcester, and the 
principalities of Wales, as well within her Majesty's own grounds as 
others, on payment of a royalty. In the same year a patent was 
granted to William Humfrey, and Christopher Shutes, a German, 
with similar powers within England, and the English pale in Ireland, 
except the places before granted. Under the first of these patents no 
doubt the working and smelting at Keswick was carried on. Seven-
teen years later we find a letter from Mr. George Needham to Sir 
Francis Walsingham setting forth in considerable detail the operations 
which were carried on under the directions of one Jochim Gaunse, 
Ganse, or Gans, for his name is spelled in these three ways. This 
letter is of a most interesting character and contains, I believe, dis-
inct indications of the first introduction of the system of copper 

smelting which has been ever since that date so largely practised in 
this district, and which is now more or less adopted in almost every 
copper producing district in the world. 

" I gather from this that the Keswick works were managed by Mr. 
Daniel Hogstetter and Mr. Steinberger up to 1581, when Mr. Jochim 
Gans went there, and that this practice had been to roast and smelt the 
ore, and regulus. 

On 21st July, 1584, Thomas Smith writes to Ulrick Frosse saying 
that Mr. Weslin is going to Cornwall through Wales, and that he 
will take measures for transporting the copper ores to the new smelt-
ing house at Neath in Wales, which house I understand is ready, and 
we have taken order here that against he shall be ready to make 
copper, we shall have from Keswick one of our copper makers and 

Now 
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withall an under melter, and the Dutch carpenter for a time to serve 
and ready him in these causes. 

Now this fixes the exact date of the commencement of copper 
smelting in South Wales, viz., the autumn 1854, and it shows that 
the skilled workmen came from Keswick. 

I have quoted Sir H. Hussey Vivian's remarks at length 
because he is a great authority and stands at the head of 
the copper smelting industry of the world. The lecture 
has not been published, but it was printed in the " Cam-
brian newspaper," and I am indebted to our friend Mr. E. 
J. Grayson for drawing my attention to the matter, and 
sending me the extract which I have given. 

It has often been a subject of speculation what became 
of the German miners when the works were destroyed by 
Cromwell's army. Nicolson and Burns say that— 

Most of the miners were slain in the Civil Wars, and the works 
have never since been managed to any account. Vol. ii, p. 69. 

Some lingered in the neighbourhood. Zinogle, Senogle 
or Sinogle constantly appear in our church books as car-
penters down till 1705, when Sebastin Zinogle gets, for 
work done at the church, 2d., and in 1706 Giles Sinogle 
for work is paid 9d., and later still the name comes back 
to us from Coniston changed to Snoggles, although the 
better informed of the family protested against the innova-
tion in spelling it. 

This circumstance seemed to point to Coniston Mines as 
a place to which some might have gone from Keswick, but 
on referring to West's " Antiquities of Furness " I find that 
he says :- 

During the rage of the Civil Wars the copper mines in Coniston 
Fells were shut up. 

Still the name of Yearle, now spelled Earle, remains 
amongst us. The Becks got to Dalston and the neigh-
bourhood of Carlisle, and there is a Norfolk family who 
say they are descendants of German ancestors. Senogle 

is 
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is a most respectable name amongst the mechanics of 
Kendal (following the same occupation as their ancestors), 
and Moser amongst professional gentlemen. Cayrus lingers 
amongst the higher classes in North Lancashire, and the 
Calverts and Raisleys both flourish in East Cumberland 
and elsewhere. 
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