
( 413 ) 

ART. XL. — Crosthwaite Church, Keswick. By A. W. 
FRANKS, EsQ., F.R.S., V.P.S.A.*  

THE church of Crosthwaite in Cumberland, the mother or 
 parish church of the town of Keswick, like many of the 

churches of important towns situated within districts which 
have been principally inhabited by a Celtic population, is 
at some distance from the town, as if the Saxon inhabitants, 
who may be presumed to have occupied the town, had 
selected a spot at some distance from a church probably of 
older foundation. 

The church is dedicated to St. Kentigern, Bishop of 
Glasgow, a saint of Royal British origin better known as 
St. Mungo. 

Like most of the parish churches of that district it pre-
serves little of architectural interest, but it exceeds most of 
its neighbours in size. Its style is Perpendicular and it 
is poor and bald in its details, though handsome and 
spacious in its proportions. Although, however, of no 
great importance to the architectural student, it contains a 
few minor points of interest to the archæologist, while it 
attracts all travellers from its containing the tomb of 
Southey. On the left hand of most of the windows, both 
outside and inside, I observed some remarkable circles in-
closing crosses, no doubt the crism or consecration crosses 
of the building ; in form they resembled a cross pattée in-
closed in a circle. Near the east end of the chancel on the 
south side is an open altar tomb ; the upper part is a slab 
with the brasses of Sir John Ratclif knight and Dame 
Alice his wife, dated 1527. He is represented in armour, 

*' Re-printed by permission of Mr. Franks from Proc. S.A., 2nd series; Vol. 2 
p. 189. On the occasion of this Society visiting Crosthwaite in 18S2, it was found 
that Mr. Franks' paper was unknown; and that the inscription was still supposed 
illegible. 
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414 	CROSTHWAITE CHURCH, KESWICK. 

and she with the usual pedimental head dress of the period, 
and with furred sleeves ; from her waist hangs a pomander 
by a chain united to her belt by three roses. Both the 
figures wear crosses of a tau form hanging by chains around 
their necks. The exact shape of the cross is not to be 
made out owing to the positions of the hands of the figures, 
but on comparing it with other examples there can be little 
doubt that it was of the tau form. Above are two shields : 
the one in the dexter corner bears the arms of Ratcliff 
without a difference, the second two lions passant for 
Sutton of Dudley ; Dame Alice having been a daughter of 
Sir Edmond Sutton of Dudley, Lord of Dudley in Warwick-
shire, by Maud his second wife, daughter to Thomas, Lord 
Clifford. The two lower shields are placed with the points 
towards the figures, notwithstanding which the arms, in 
one of them at least, are engraved the opposite way, one 
being Sutton as before, the other Ratcliffe with a rose as a 
difference. The latter may be intended for the coat of Sir 
John Ratcliffe, who was the son of a younger son of Sir 
Thomas Ratcliffe of Derwentwater. On examining the 
arms I was struck with their anomalous execution and 
strange appearance, which seemed not like modern work 
and still less like old ; the tinctures being indicated more-
over by drawing. This seemed, however, explained by the 
head of Sir John Ratcliffe, which has unquestionably been 
restored at some former time, perhaps by one of the Earls 
of Derwentwater at the commencement of the eighteenth 
century, at which time the arms may likewise have been 
renewed. Below the slab in which the brasses are set, and 
which rests on short pillars, are now placed two interest-
ing effigies of the fifteenth century representing, it is said, 
a Derwentwater and his wife. These are unfortunately so 
placed as not to be well seen, which is, however, partly 
compensated by their being thus to a certain extent screened 
from casual injury. In the windows are a few remains of 
stained glass ; the principal piece is part of a figure of St. 
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Anthony with his tau cross. It is not impossible that this 
may have been originally in a window of a chantry in 
which the Ratcliffs were buried, and that the crosses which 
the two figures on the brasses hold have some connection 
with the saint. The other fragments are a female head, 
supposed to be St. Mary Magdalene, and a coat of arms. 

One of the most curious remains in the church is the old 
font. It is of the latter part of the fourteenth century, and 
has an octagonal bowl resting on a quadrangular pedestal, 
which is chamfered at the corners, and ornamented with 
panel tracery. The four principal faces of the bowl are 
ornamented with shields, the four others with ornamental 
devices, chiefly masks and scrolls of foliage. On the cham-
fered edge, below the panels of the bowl, is engraved a black-
letter inscription, which the clerk assured me had not 
hitherto been deciphered, owing, no doubt, to the muti-
lated condition of the original. This excited my curiosity, 
but I pored over the half-obliterated letters in vain. At 
length, after some study an idea occurred to me which led 
to the solution of the riddle. 	The panels, as I have said, 
are eight in number, four with shields and four with orna-
ments. I observed that the portions of inscriptions below 
the shields all seemed to begin with S. This, it occurred to 
me, might be the beginning of the word Scutum, and the 
inscriptions under those panels be merely explanatory of 
the shields: On this hypothesis the inscription presented 
no very great difficulties. Beginning with the shields we 
find :—I. Large shield with emblem of the Holy Trinity, 
with roses in the lower angles, legend very much obli-
terated, probably- 

* [cut. sc'e trínítatís. ] 
2. Large shield with the lily pot, 

*cut' : m'rís : dei : 
in the angles below the shield two small shields, one bear- 
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ing two bars, a canton, no doubt for Derwentwater ; the 
other fretty, perhaps a chief. 3. Large shield quarterly, 
1 and 4 England, 2 and 3 France semy ; in the lower 
angles two more shields, one charged with a crescent, per-
haps the badge of Percy, the other with three luces hauriant, 
Lucy ; legend 

Sc' : reg' Anglie. 
4. Large shield with the emblems of the passion, two of 
which for want of space seem to be represented in the 
corners below the shield, 

Sc' : o'ni : ipí : (?) 
The words below the four remaining panels continued 
make the following legend :- 

Orate : p: a'ia: d'ni : Clam : deskhede : 
olim : ecclesie : huius : bicarii. 

I have been unable to find this name among those of the 
vicars of Crosthwaite, but the list as published is so scanty 
that it is not a matter of surprise that his name should be 
omitted. 

The vicar, no doubt, took his name from the place of his 
birth, Eskhead, probably a village at the head of one of the 
numerous rivers Esk which are to be found in the North of 
England. 

If we are right in considering the crescent to represent 
the Percys, it is probable that the font was made subse-
quently to the marriage of Henry, first Earl of Northumber-
land, with Maud sister and heir of Anthony Lord Lucy, 
about 1385, and previous to her death a few years after-
wards. This would to a certain extent agree with the list 
of vicars, in which there occurs a great gap subsequent to 
a dispute as to the right of presentation about 136o. 
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