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ART. I.—The Roman Camp at Low Borrow Bridge. Report 
of the Committee appointed Aug. 22, 1883 ; laid before the 
Society at Alston, July loth, 1884. 

I N the early days of its existence this Society applied to 
William Earl of Lonsdale for permission to excavate 

in the Roman Camp at Low Borrow Bridge. This was 
readily granted, but for some reason or other, nothing was 
done, and the matter slumbered, until the camp was visi-
ted by the Society on June 27th, 1883, when a paper by the 
editor on "The Roman Camp at Low Borrow Bridge" was 
read, in which the writer pointed out the importance of 
the questions that might be solved, if inscribed stones 
should be found at Low Borrow Bridge, and of its bearing 
on the crux vexata of the 10th Iter. He further urged upon 
the Society the necessity of applying to the present Lord 
Lonsdale for renewed permission. An interesting paper 
by the Secretary on " The Roman road from Low Borrow 
Bridge camp to Kendal over Whinfell"+ was also read, 
the result of researches made by himself and Mr. Thomas 
Long, who possesses an unrivalled knowledge as to the 
Roman roads, pack-horse tracks, and drift ways in West-
morland. As the result of the interest thus created, appli-
cation was made to the present Lord Lonsdale, and the 
required permission was granted by him no less readily 
than by his grand uncle Earl William, the first President 
of this Society. 

The work was entrusted to a committee of the following 
members : the president (Dr. Simpson), the editor (Mr. 
Ferguson), the Rev. T. Lees, Dr. Taylor, Mr. W. Nan- 

* Transactions, vol. vii., p. 79. 
t Ibid, vol. vii., p. 9o. 
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2 	ROMAN CAMP AT LOW BORROW BRIDGE. 

son, and the Secretary. Arrangements were easily made 
with Mr. Day, the courteous tenant of the land, but owing 
to a sheep fair annually held in the camp, operations 
could not be commenced until the month of October, an 
unfortunate delay, as the setting in of wintry and stormy 
weather proved. The first meeting of the excavation 
committee was held at the camp on Tuesday, October 2nd, 
when arrangements for the work and for its supervision 
were made, and stakes placed for the guidance of the 
excavators. Work was commenced on Friday of the same 
week, and was continued until the end of November, two 
labourers being employed. The committee regret that they 
were not able to so constantly supervise the work, as they 
would have wished, but the distance members had to tra-
vel, the inconvenience of the train service, and the inclem-
ency of the weather were much against a constant or 
regular attendance. 

Before giving the results of their work, the committee 
would remind the Society that attention was first drawn to 
this camp by the late Mr. John Just in a paper on " the loth 
Iter of Antoninus" read before the British Archæological 
Association in 1852.* 

Mr. Just's account of this station is printed in these 
Transactions, vol. vii. pp. 8o, 8i, and need not again be 
reproduced. 

That account may be supplemented by the following 
memorandum, taken from some unpublished papers of Mr. 
Just, which were kindly placed in Canon Ware's hand for 
examination. 
When I visited the place in the spring of 1827 the occupier of the 
land had commenced his work of modernising the ramparts. This 
offered a complete section of the remains, and shewed the process 
the Romans take in raising their walls. The foundation was secured 
by flags and the interior strongly cemented with lime run in among 
the interstices in a semi-fluid state. The lime had been burned 

British Archæological journal, vol. viii., pp. 35, 40-43. 
with 
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ROMAN CAMP AT LOW BORROW BRIDGE. 	3 

with wood, as many pieces of charcoal were blended with it. The 
sites of the Prætorian and Decuman gates were very visible, as well 
as those through which the vicinal ways had entered. Since that 
time I understand a whole side has been cleared ; the foundation of a 
gate discovered, and some remains found within the iuterior of the 
station. 

The committee are much disappointed at the result of 
their excavations : they had hoped to have found inscribed 
stones or tiles, which might throw light on the name of the 
camp, and so help to elucidate the loth Iter. The results 
in that direction have been nil. 

Some trenches were dug in the interior of the camp, 
which is known to have been frequently under the plough. 
The soil proved to be impregnated with charcoal, bits of 
coarse pottery, tile, and soot, and the plough seems to have 
mashed up pavements and hypocausts in nihilum. The 
depth to the undisturbed clay from the surface was very 
little, and the plough seems to have torn through what 
remains may have existed. Search in the interior was 
therefore for the present abandoned, as it seemed likely to 
destroy more pasture than was financially prudent, and to 
promise little in the way of inscribed stones, towards which 
our quest was mainly directed. 

The eastern rampart was next attacked ; trenches were 
driven from the exterior, through the fallen rubbish, to the 
face of the wall. This was built on a foundation of large 
rough slabs of Silurian slate from the adjoining fells, laid 
in clay and projecting as a footing course beyond the wall. 
The wall was of the same local stone, very little dressed, if 
at all. In the centre of this side, where the gateway (the 
Decuman gateway of Mr. Just) should be, the upper and 
lower pivot stones of a gate were found lying about. 
But the jambs, lintels, and thresholds of the gateway have 
disappeared down to the very course of footing stones which 
alone remain, laid in clay. Fragments of freestone, which 
must have been brought from a distance were frequent. 
The dearth of freestone in the neighbourhood has been the 

motive 
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	ROMAN CAMP AT LOW BORROW BRIDGE. 

motive which led to the total destruction of this gate, whose 
lintels, jambs, and thresholds were (as proved by the west-
ern gate) of dressed freestone. This gate seems to have 
been double, and some of us were of opinion that the 
northern entrance had been closed by a wall of stone at a 
later period. 	If the foundation stones are all in situ, the 
gateway must have projected externally beyond the line of 
the wall, but, so complete has the destruction been, that it 
is impossible to be certain about this or anything else. 

Trenches were dug across the southern rampart in vari-
ous places ; it proved to have been completely cleared away 
throughout its whole length down to the footing stones. 
This, we were told, was done in living memory, in 1826 or 
1827; by aid of Mr. Just's memorandum which we have 
cited above, we fix the date as 1827. 

The western rampart was similarly attacked, and the 
western or Praetorian gate was found : here some of the 
freestone of the gateway, showing the diamond broaching 
was found in situ, and we were able to ascertain that the 
width of the entrance was six feet three inches, but it is 
possible the gateway was double ; this could not be ascer-
tained, the wall having been here extensively spoiled during 
the making of the London and North Western railway to 
provide materials for a now ruined cottage, standing on the 
wall. 

Nothing was attempted with regard to the north rampart, 
except that a trench was dug through the fallen rubbish to 
the face of the wall : a hedgerow and trees interposed diffi-
culties, as also did the weather, the winter snow having 
begun. 

We dug in the inn garden south of the camp, where the 
spade struck on something hard ; this garden had long been 
supposed to be the site of the cemetery, but the walls of a 
building were found, and also a pavement of bright red 
concrete (pounded brick) with a raised border round it. 
This pavement measured six feet in width, and its length 

was 
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ROMAN CAMP AT LOW BORROW BRIDGE. 	5 

was ten feet seven inches : a hypocaust seemed to exist 
under it, but we hurriedly closed our excavations here for 
fear of the pavement being broken up by frost. 

The grouting of the bridge across the Borrow still remains, 
hard and firm, but a coating of lichen has covered it, and it 
is difficult to distinguish from the living rock to which it 
is attached. 

Nothing has been found to throw any light upon the 10th 
Iter : the tough intractable Silurian slate of the neighbour-
ing fells does not readily lend itself to the mason's chisel, 
and the freestone must have been brought a toilsome 
journey, from Shap Fells, or Orton Low Moor, five and six 
miles off respectively. This local scarcity of freestone has 
led to its being carried away for building purposes, and, if 
inscribed stones exist at Low Borrow Bridge, they are pro-
bably in the walls of the inn or of its outbuildings, or of the 
buildings north of the Borrow. The roofing material used 
in the camp seems to have been slate, not tile, and the hope 
of finding lettered tiles thus becomes very small. We 
found no coins : no tesselated pavements : very little pot-
tery : no miscellaneous relics : the camp has no suburbs : 
the walls shew repairs of various styles. Two coins have 
since been found in earth we turned up, but have not been 
submitted to us : we can only hear of three others ever 
having been found. All these facts indicate that the camp 
has been occupied at different times, but never for very 
long. Except in summer it is a bleak, cold, and dreary 
spot ; no Roman would live there who could possibly get 
away ; it would only be garrisoned in troublous times, and 
so long only as necessity dictated. 

A careful plan of the camp, shewing the places where we 
dug has been prepared by Mr. A. Hoggarth, Land Sur-
veyor, of Kendal, under the supervision of our Secretary : 
we are indebted to Canon Weston for drawings, which we 
submit to the Society : to Canon Ware for Mr. Just's 

papers, 
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6 	ROMAN CAMP AT LOW BORROW BRIDGE. 

papers, and to the Rev. Thomas Lees and Mr. A. Barnes-
Moss for assistance in superintending the work. Much 
annoyance was caused by the appearance in several pa-
pers and in the "Antiquary " Magazine for January of an 
unauthorised report of our proceedings, containing many 
erroneous statements : by the courtesy of the editor of the 
Antiquary a corrected account by the editor of our Tran-
sactions appeared in the Antiquary for February. 
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