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ART. XIII.—Collin Field. By G. F. BRAITHWAITE. 
Read at that place, Sept. 8, 1886. 

ABOUT one mile from the centre of the town of Kendal, 
on the Milnthorpe road, beautifully situated, lies the 

old manor house called Collin Field. The approach to it 
from the main road is by a narrow lane opposite the south 
end of Vicarage Terrace. This lane, so far as carriages 
and horses are concerned, is private. Being over a quarter 
of a mile in length, the owners have left two open spaces 
whereby carts or carriages meeting can pass. I have not 
been able to ascertain by whom or when the house was 
erected. In 1620, Jeffrey Sedgwick resided in it. About 
1668, George Sedgwick, who was secretary for eighteen 
years to the Countess of Pembroke, settled here. He was 
born at Capplethwaite, in Killington, January io, 1618. 
His grandfather, Jeffrey Sedgwick, received a letter from 
the Lady Margaret, Countess of Cumberland, thanking 
him for his upright dealing whilst serving as a juror at 
York, in a trial between her daughter the Countess of 
Dorset, and Francis, Earl of Cumberland, the uncle of the 
latter. The issue of the trial was not in favour of the 
young Countess, but her mother, grateful for the valuable 
stand made in her favour by Jeffrey Sedgwick, wrote him 
the above-mentioned letter, and presented him with half a 
buck, and a gold ring bearing the beautiful motto " Truth 
is crowned." In the register of burials belonging to 
Kendal Church are the following entries :- 
1620, September 23rd : An infant, unbaptised daur. of Jeffrey Sedgwick. 
1627-8, Jan. 23rd : Jeffrey Sedgwick, of Collin Field. 

Having nothing before me to show a connection between 
Jeffrey Sedgwick, the juror and grandfather to the above-
mentioned George Sedgwick, and the Jeffrey Sedgwick 

who 
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who died at Collin Field, January 23rd, 1627-8, I will 
proceed with my relation. Geo. Sedgwick's father was 
possessed of a nice estate, but losing a large sum through 
being bound with a brother-in-law, he sold his property 
and bought a small estate near Sedbergh ; and Gilbert 
Nelson, the master of the Grammar School at that time, 
out of affection for the father, took George into his own 
house, where he spent some years, and then went to St. 
John's College, Cambridge,—sub-sizar to George Braith-
waite, Esq., of Warcop, fellow-commoner of that College. 
His tutor was Mr. Thos. Fothergill, of Braunber, in 
Ravenstonedale, who was afterwards master of the college. 
Sedgwick made rapid progress, but, though exercising 
great frugality, the straitened means of his father would 
not suffice to keep him there, and he returned home. The 
family then removed to London. After a time, his father 
being anxious for the well-being of his son, remembered 
the letter written to Jeffrey Sedgwick, which was carefully 
preserved, and, to use the words of George Sedgwick's 
autobiography :— 

God put it into his father's heart to show the letter to the Countess of 
Dorset, then Countess of Pembroke, Dorset, and Montgomery, by her 
marriage with Philip, Earl of Pembroke and Montgomery, who was 
then Lord Chamberlain of his Majesty's household, Charles I., being 
king. 

One of the secretaries to the Earl was in need of a clerk. 
The Countess immediately sent for young Sedgwick, and 
he was engaged at once. I might enlarge on the various 
duties which he performed, but will content myself with 
saying that he proved a most efficient and faithful servant, 
conducting himself discreetly in those troublous times, and 
striving to live in the fear of God. I will again quote 
from his autobiography 

After 18 years' services with this good lady she began to mind me of 
myself and my future well-being in the world ; and declared her noble 

intention 
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intention towards me, that when I met with some small habitation 
she would give me £100 towards the purchase, which she punctually 
performed. Within a while God directed me to Collin Field, a small 
estate held under Queen Katherine as part of her jointure, by a 
moderate rent and fine, convenient for the church and market, freed 
from all assizes and sessions, where by God's blessing I enjoy a quiet 
and retired life, to my contentment, having oftentimes the society of 
several of my worthy friends and neighbours from the town of Kendal. 

This excellent man, whose life has aided in imparting a 
charm to Collin Field, died in June, 1685, and was buried 
at the east end of the nave of the Kendal Parish Church. 
A Latin inscription on parchment in a black oak frame 
was suspended from a nail on the large angular pillar 
adjoining. The pew he occupied was retained by the 
Yeates' family until the restoration in 1850. The pulpit 
now stands over the remains of George Sedgwick. The 
inscription* now hangs against the square pillar at the west 
end of the inner north aisle. After his death Collin Field 
became the residence of the Chambre family. In 1747 
George Sedgwick, nephew to the above-mentioned George 
Sedgwick, sold the property to John Yeates, Esq., father 
of the late Anthony Yeates, Esq., of Kirkland, to whose 
descendants the property now belongs. Mr. Nicholson, 
in his " Annals of Kendal," published in 1861, says :- 

Collin Field possesses every feature of a manor house of lesser mag-
nitude. It forms three sides of a quadrangle, the fourth having been 
secured by a strong wall, where was the entrance. 

The enclosed quadrangle is paved with small pebbles. A 
good supply of water was obtained from a well under the 
floor of the lower kitchen, so that when the great gates at 
the west entrance were closed, the family, along with the 
cattle, &c., were secure, with abundance of provisions for 
man and beast. The well has been covered over, and its 
exact position is not visible. The house seems to have 

* The inscription is given in Nicholson's Annals of Kendal, p. 69. 
been 
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been built in the middle of the 16th century. The upper 
part in the centre of the east front lacks that solidity which 
generally belongs to such buildings of an earlier date. 
The stones are small and the mortar not binding, so the 
wall is evidently giving way below the dormer window. 
The bulk of the stone used in the building is the blue 
Silurian, probably obtained From boulders in the sur-
rounding land. The arch and jambs of the porch, a 
subsequent erection, are of hammered limestone. The 
accompanying is the inscription :— 

NVNC MEA, MOX HVIVS, 

SED POSTEA, NESCIO CVIVS. 

G 
1663 	I M 

It was formerly inserted in the wall over the front door, but 
has been brought forward and placed over the arch of the 
porch and a sculptured stone put in its place. Mr. 
Nicholson, in his " Annals of Kendal," says the inscribed 
stone was brought from Brougham Castle, but this is very 
unlikely : the Cliffords would not have tolerated any initials 
but their own at Brougham Castle ; they are probably the 
initials of George Sedgwick's vendor and his wife, G being 
the initial of their family name. 

From what we can discover, very little alteration has 
taken place in the form of the building since the days of 
George Sedgwick. We have no data as to who was the 
builder, nor of the state it was in when he bought it. We 
can, however, discover that he loved the spot, and delighted 
in adding to its ornamentation. Tradition says some of the 
fine old plane trees were planted by him. The old oak door 
so well studded with pegs, and to which is affixed the large 
lock bearing the initials A.P.,* the original key still hang-
ing on the door, leads into the hallan or entrance hall : an 

Anne Countess of Pembroke : such a lock was a favourite present with her, 
and generally accompanied a present of her portrait. 

inspection 
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inspection of its wainscotted oak screens enriched with 
carving, and the mantelpieces and cornices in stucco, 
proves that the house has possessed no inconsiderable 
splendour. On the right is the excellent cellar-kitchen 
paved with pebbles, in the gable of which is a large open 
fire-place, where the rannel balk supported the long chain 
on which was suspended the cooking apparatus, whilst in 
the capacious chimney hung joints of beef, mutton, and 
hams. 	Underneath these and around the blazing wood 
fire, during the winter evenings the inmates sat, busily em-
ployed,—the men in carding wool and the females in spin-
ning or knitting. 	In the dining hall the beam across the 
fireplace is adorned with three pairs of stags' horns ; and a 
carved oak cupboard on the east side bears the initials of 
" G. S., 1674." An apartment at the north end, now called 
the back kitchen, has probably been the butler's pantry, 
and with the larder adjoining is separated from the dining 
hall by an oak screen. 	In the butler's pantry, extending 
along one side, is a series of cupboards upon which rest 
four beautifully turned oak pillars supporting a piece of 
carved oak, dated 1675, G. S. This has been a very hand-
some piece of work. In the cupboards were probably 
stored the plate and silver cups and other valuables. The 
staircase on the west side of the dining hall is protected by 
some curiously-carved balusters, at the top of which is a 
gate, which tradition calls the wishing gate—whether in-
tended for ladies or gentlemen tradition is silent. At the 
entrance to the staircase a door leads into what has been 
an elegant apartment, probably the withdrawing room. 
The chimney piece has been an elaborate design of stucco 
work, now sadly overlaid with whitewash. Two good 
apartments on the second floor were those probably used 
by the Countess of Pembroke, when she came to Collin 
Field on her way from Skipton to Appleby to see her faith-
ful ex-secretary. One is large, with a beautiful oak floor. 
This room until lately was furnished, prob ably by the 

Yeates 
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Yeates family, with antique chairs and paintings—portraits 
of Admiral Roger Strickland, page to the Prince of Condé, 
and Thomas Strickland, Bishop of Namur, by Romney, 
from the originals at Sizergh Castle ; portraits of the 
Countess of Pembroke and of Lady Braithwaite ; also of 
Allan Prickett, Recorder of Kendal, from 1673 to 1678 ; 
also several good sketches of " The Passions '' by Romney, 
presented by him to Mr. Yeates. The chairs and pictures 
have been removed within the last two years. In the 
other room was a fragment of a bedstead bearing no date, 
with initials A. P. The house formerly contained six or 
seven excellent specimens of Elizabethan windows. So 
beautiful were they that, according to an antiquary some 
time deceased, they were well worthy the attention of those 
who feel a relish for the artistic windows of Elizabeth's 
reign. Alas ! with the exception of the dormer window, 
they have all disappeared. 

As I before stated, the house is beautifully situated, 
surrounded with over forty acres of excellent land, good 
water, and a fertile garden—it has all the requirements 
in the way of farm buildings suitable to the extent of land 
and size of the house—and is in most respects an excellent 
model of a small manor house of the sixteenth century. 
Having been hallowed by the presence of that estimable 
lady, the Countess of Pembroke, and by its former good 
owner and accomplished gentleman, George Sedgwick, 
Collin Field has for nearly two centuries maintained a 
position of great interest to the inhabitants of Kendal. 
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