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ART. X X I.—Pre-historic Man at Bristowe Hill, Crosthwaite. 
By the Rev. Canon RAWNSLEY. 

IN the spring of this year, 1903, a very interesting find 
of pre-historic implements was made on the Vicarage 

Hill, or Bristowe Hill, as it is called, in the parish of 
Crosthwaite, which seems to prove that in Neolithic times 
men had a settlement here. The fact that the few houses 
on the east of the hill are called Great Crosthwaite has 
always led us to believe that from the sixth century, when 
Kentigern set up the cross in the " thwaite," this locality 
had been looked upon as the centre of life in the neigh- 
bourhood, and the name " High Hill," or " How Hill," 
for the hamlet at its northern base, has also pointed in the 
same direction. That the Norsemen probably occupied 
the hill has been guessed by the fact that until the middle 
of this century the Baldhrwort, or Baldmoney—a sacred 
plant of the Norsemen—grew on the hill. 

But of the primitive people who dwelt there in British 
times nothing certainly had been known until this spring. 

Isaac Hodgson, the builder, was preparing the ground 
for the erection of a house for Mr. Anson of Bowden, 
and when his men were excavating for foundations in a 
line almost due east and west on the north side of the 
top of the hill, they came upon traces of what had 
evidently been a fosse or ditch, running apparently from 
north-east to south-west. This ditch, from 3 to 5 feet 
deep, had been entirely filled up with blackish mould, 
whose contrast with the yellow " leck " of the hill, both in 
colour and consistency, was very marked. At the point 
where they struck it, they came upon four pieces of stone, 
one of them the portion of a lid or saucer, which had been 
hexagonal in shape. Another, a cube, of what seems 
felspathic granite, in the shape of a brick, weighing about 
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(I) 
	

(2) 	 (3) 
Stone C.•1r. 	 Square Block. 	Stone Saucer cr I.id. 

(4) 
Broken Quern (Upper Stone). 

(5) 
Broken Quern (Lower Stone). 

FINDS AT BRISTOWE HILL, CROSTH\VAITE. 

Photo. by Mr. H. Mayson. 	 TO FACE P. 254. 
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7lbs, which had evidently been worked into shape by the 
hand of man, and had been used, as I surmise, either as a 
weight, or more probably for the first roughing out of a 
stone hammer. 

Side by side with these was a broken quern of very rude 
workmanship, the fracture of which showed there had 
been some difficulty in making the bore-holes meet for 
the flour to run through ; perhaps it had been broken up 
and discarded on that account. But the interest in the 
find centred in a portion of a small stone axe which had 
been carefully polished, and the fragments of which, 
thrown away into the ditch in such close proximity to the 
quern, enabled us to know that they had both belonged to 
the old stone-axe men who dwelt on Bristowe Hill. 

I interviewed the men who found them, had the photo-
graphs made, here reproduced, and gave careful instruc-
tion for further search at the point where excavation 
was likely to touch the same fosse. 

In my communication, read at Carlisle, April 3oth, 
1903, I suggested that the name Bristowe might possibly 
be a corruption of Britannorum Statio, which would be 
given to the place by the Romans when they entered the 
country. I was prepared to be told that it was much 
more likely that the hill was called after some old yeoman 
farmer who became in comparatively modern times land-
owner. 

The name is not unfamiliar to Cumberland ears, and 
though I cannot find traces of any landowning in this 
neighbourhood by a person bearing this name, there is 
resident in Borrowdale a farmer who bears the name 
Bristow, and Mr. Collingwood has found traces of the 
name in other parts of the country (Mungrisdale and 
Bernier). 

Judging by analogy of such names as Crosthwaite, it is 
much more probable that the name of Bristowe Hill was 
given to families who lived in its neighbourhood than that 
the family gave its name to the hill. But the name itself 
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has been a great perplexity to me. A visit to Bristol, which 
from Saxon times up to Elizabethan days seems inter-
changeably to have been called Brigstowe or Bristowe, and 
which has been a puzzle to historians, has enabled me to 
ascertain that Prof. Sibree, of the Bristol University, has 
probably solved the riddle. He has come to the conclusion 
that the name of Bristowe was originally Brigstowe. He 
finds that in many instances the word " stowe " as the 
ending of a place-name, signifies the site of a cell or 
chapel of some patron saint, which has been thereby 
preserved. He is of opinion that Bristowe=Brigstowe, 
and means the chapel or cell of St. Brig or Briga, an 
Irish saint, the disciple of St. Bridget. He is the more 
emboldened to think this because St. Brig was the sister 
of St. Brendan or St. Brandan, whose name still survives 
in Brandon Hill at Bristol. 

Remembering the three church dedications in the Der-
went vale to the Irish St. Bridget—Bridekirk, Brigham, 
and Bassenthwaite—remembering also that we at Kes-
wick, by the side of the Greta, have also a Brigham and a 
Nun's Well, it has occurred to me, that here we have in 
Bristowe Hill a link with that historic past when the Irish 
missionaries of St. Patrick's day and St. Bega's day were 
busily employed in bringing the gospel message to 
Cumberland ; and I cannot help believing that at one time 
there stood either on the hill or beneath it a little chapel 
or cell of St. Brig, which gave the name to the place 
where Neolithic man had formerly his habitation. The 
How well, which is thought to be the Holy well, at High 
Hill is still spoken of, though it was filled up at the 
beginning of this century. 

I have to add that the broken quern and axe head and 
the little piece of stone saucer are, by the kindness of Mr. 
Anson, deposited in the Fitz Park Museum, Keswick. 
The photographs, kindly lent by him, illustrating this 
paper, were taken by Mr. Henry Mayson, Lake Road, 
Keswick. 
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