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ART. XVII.—Remarks on Bishop Gastrell's " Notitia 
Cestriensis." By W. N. THOMPSON. 

Read at Carlisle, April 27th, 1905. 

THESE remarks are intended to refer only to that 
portion of the Notitia which includes the ancient 

deaneries of Coupland, Kendal, and Lonsdale, which once 
formed part of the diocese of Chester, and were formerly 
(until 1541) in the diocese of York, and now belong to 
the bishopric of Carlisle. 

Dr. Francis Gastrell became Bishop of Chester in 1714, 
and died in 1725. " Immediately upon his elevation to 
the see of Chester," says Canon Raines (Not. Cest., vol. ii., 
part ii., p. li.), " he appears to have commenced his 
Notitia Cestriensis,* which he compiled from a great 
variety of public and private documents, from his own 
episcopal registers (some of which are now lost), as well 
as from personal investigations and printed circular 
queries." 

I may mention that the MS. Notitia Cestriensis is a large 
folio volume in Bishop Gastrell's handwriting, each page 
being divided into two columns. The parishes, with their 
chapelries, are arranged alphabetically under their re-
spective deaneries. The first column contains the certified 
value of the living and how made up, together with much 
information about the parish generally ; its townships, 
hamlets, villages, &c.; its ancient halls, seats and granges, 
if any ; how the churchwardens and parish clerks were 
chosen, whether canonically or not ; customs of tithing 
and laying assessments, and so on. In the first and 

* Canon Raines edited the Lancashire and Cheshire portion of the Notitia for the Chetham Society.. 
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second columns of the opposite or right-hand page are 
given accounts of any endowed schools within the parish, 
and of charities. The information in these three columns 
is chiefly derived from the returns which the several 
incumbents made to the printed queries which were sent 
to them. 

The second column on the left-hand page contains 
antiquarian and historical notes, collected by the bishop 
himself, from various manuscript and printed sources. 

Of printed books he makes most use, as might be 
expected, of Dugdale's Monasticon with Stephens' con-
tinuation (I722). He also quotes Roger Gale's Registrum 
Honoris de Richmund and Camden's Britannia. 

Of collections of documents which he most frequently 
cites may be mentioned " MS. Ebor.," " MS. L.," 
" Dodsw. MS.," and " MS. Hulm." 

By " MS. Ebor." is generally meant, I think, the 
Registrum Magnum Album, " a great collection of docu- 
ments, precedents, and charters " (Bp. Stubbs Reg. Sac. 
Angl.), in the custody of the Dean and Chapter of York. 
" MS. L.," or the " Lansdowne MSS.," is a similar 
volume of smaller size in the British Museum (Ibid.). 
The Dodsworth collections are frequently cited. " MS. 
Hulm." I suppose to be a reference to the MSS. of the 
four Randle Holmes, the famous Chester antiquaries, 
which were acquired by Harley Lord Oxford on Bishop 
Gastrell's recommendation, and now form part of the 
Harleian collection.* • 

Not many of the registers to which the bishop refers 
can now be identified. One is that of Henry Bowet, 
archdeacon of Richmond (1418-? 1442), which is frequently 
brought under contribution. It has disappeared. Another 
is that of Dr. John Bridgman (Bishop of Chester, 1619, 

* Under " St. Bees," the bishop mentions a petition about the school to the 
Bishop of Chester by William Lickborough, schoolmaster, and gives as his 
authority MS. Hulm. 98, A. 16, 83. Carlisle (Endowed Schools, i., p. 165) gives 
extracts from the same petition as taken from Harl. MSS., No. 2176, art. 134. 

U 
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d. 1652), which, I am glad to say, is still preserved at 
Chester. " Reg. N.N." and " Reg. B.B.B." we cannot 
identify. 

We shall conclude with some notes from the 
" returns " :- 

The ninth query was, " Have you any Ancient Seats, 
Halls, Granges, and how called ? " At Beetham they say 
they have no hall or seat "but bears its name fm ye town " 
except Dallam Tower. At Dean, " Branthwaite Hall, 
Crakeplace Hall & Pardshaw Hall are wt we look upon as 
most antient in our Parish." At Gosforth, " We have no 
ancient Seats Halls or Granges in our Parish." So of 
Muncaster, Irton, and Hail. The replies to this query 
seem to have been less satisfactory than to any other. 

Query seventeen runs :—" Have you any particular or 
unusual Custom of Tything ? " And from Cockermouth 
we have this answer :— 

We have four men call'd Proctors which collects [sic] of every 
Inhabitant at East'-  three Halfpence which they call Com'unicant 
money but neither provides bread nor wine with it. 

We Have these four proctors Wch  if anybody above ye age of 16 
years refuse to pay their dues (as they call it) They get a Conviction 
before ye justices of ye Peace and makes them pay unreasonable 
Charges. They will not receive their dues sent by any Quaker 
unless they will carry such fees themselves : but gets them Con-
victed. They farm these tythes to make a proffit." 

At Harrington :— 
There is a particular custom relating to tyth-corn in ye township of 
Lowkay, but such as has prevailed, as I'm informed, for several 
years past there, wet' is this, that after ye tyth-corn is gather'd & 
hous'd by ye Rector or his order, he has the grain, & ye people ye 
straw, they thrashing their respective proportions of it, and paying 
on l_sic] half-peny per thrave to his leaper, yt is, to ye man who 
leaps or binds ye straw, after it is thrash'd, into leaps or sheaves. 

In reply to query fifteen (" Have you any particular 
Custom of making Lays, or Assessments ? "), we have this 
account from M illóm :— 
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We have an ancient custom of laying our Church-tax by ye name of 
Cullsale wch  is six pounds six shillings throughout ye whole parish. 
A Cullsale is two pounds two shillings in Ulpha, one pound four 
shillings & four pence Above Millom, seventeen shillings & three-
pence Below Millom, sixteen shillings & one peny Chapel Suken & 
one pound six shillings & four pence Thwaits, wch  makes up ye sum 
of six pounds six shillings, a whole Cullsale. 

Under the head of " remarkable customs," we have this. 

from St. Bees :— 

By a remarkable custom through the Parish of St. 'Bees twelve 
Pence is paid for the Head of every Fox and for the Head of every 
Brock or Badger, four Pence for the Head of every Raven and as. 

much for the Head of every Eagle, whereby the Assessments to the 
Repairs of the Parish Church are very much lessen'd, more especi-
ally in the mountainous parts of the Parish. 

Most of the matter contained in the " returns " has 
been embodied by Bishop Gastrell in Notitia Cestriensis. 
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