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ART. XVIII.—Old Eden Bridges at Great Salkeld. By 
the REV. C. J. GORDON, M.A. 

Read at Penrith, September 5th, 1912. 

THE ancient roadway leading from Dacre to Kirkos-
wald, and from Penrith to Alston and Newcastle-

upon-Tyne,* appears to have been carried over the Eden 
from west to east below the Force at Salkeld by means 
of a high and narrow pack-horse bridge of stone ; one 
of the very few such structures spanning the river south-
ward of Carlisle in early times, two others being at 
Warwick and at Appleby. 

There is perhaps no trace in England of pious estab-
lishments founded by Bridge Friars, such as existed in 
France and other European countries ; but here also the 
work of constructing and maintaining roads and bridges 
acquired at one time a deeply religious character. In 
the early part of the fourteenth century the Registry 
of the Chancery at Durham contained frequent entries 
showing Indulgences granted by Bishop Richard 
Kellowe (1311-1318) to such as will draw from the 
treasure that God has given them valuable and charitable 
acts for the building or repair of certain bridges.f It 
was in accordance with such custom that in the year 
136o, the bridge at Salkeld having been washed away 
by floods, Bishop Welton of Carlisle issued an Indulgence 
of forty days to all who should contribute to its repair. 
At the same time a monition was directed to rectors, 

* See these Transactions, o.s., vol. ii., on " Translation of St. Cuthbert 
through Cumberland," by the Rev. T. Lees, M.A. 

t Jusserand's " English Wayfaring Life in the Middle Ages," translated 
by L. T. Smith, 8th ed., published by Fisher Unwin. See also " The Vision 
of Piers Plowman "—circ. 1360—p. 122 of the version in " Everyman's 
Library," by Arthur Burrell. 
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170 	OLD EDEN BRIDGES AT GREAT SALKELD. 

vicars and chaplains in the diocese, to warn all having 
any sums of money in their hands for the purpose to pay 
the same forthwith to Roger de Salkeld or Richard 
Hunter, the receivers, under penalty of the greater 
excommunication.* 

That the fallen bridge was soon afterwards rebuilt is 
evident from records in the " Testamenta Karleolensia " 
of bequests for repair of the fabric, including a bene-
faction of six shillings and eight pence from the aforesaid 
Roger himself. In these wills, proved at Rose at various 
dates between 1362 and 1380, mention is made of the 
bridge at Warcop, presumably over the Eden, as also 
of those over other streams in the district, at Kirkoswald, 
Temple Sowerby, Eamont and Lowther. A hundred 
and fifty years later we come upon indications that the 
structure had again been seriously damaged—perhaps 
destroyed. A very curious account was written by 
Richard Singleton, Rector of Melmerby in 1677 (vol. 6 
of Machel's MSS. in the Dean and Chapter Library at 
Carlisle), in which it is described-  how in one of the 
three lights of the east window of the old Parish Church 
of Melmerby 

Hath been set up or painted in his gown and cassoke one Roland 
Threlkeld, yet to be seen entire from his middle to his feet, and 
his right arm is yet extant . . . Report tells us he was 
rector of Dufton, and vicar of Lazonby, as well as rector of 
Melmorby . . . Twas he that built a bridge at Fforce Mill 
for his own convenience to pass between Melmoreby (where he 
most resided) and Lazonby. He was not married, nor did he 
admitt any womane to manage about his house, but kept (as I 
have heard by some) a dozen men (by another) sixteen men to 
wait on him ; and for every man he usually kild a biefe at Martin-
masse time. The pillar on which his bridge stood I have seen 
often. 

* Jefferson's " History and Antiquities of Leath Ward " (1840), p. 161. 
t Quoted by Jefferson, " Leath Ward," p. 306. This Roland Threlkeld 

was founder and first Provost (1523) of Kirkoswald—suppressed by King 
Henry VIII. in 1545. 
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EDEN BRIDGES, 1812, 
from Donald's Map, 1771, corrected by Fryer to 1818. 

TO FACE P. 171. 
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A statement so circumstantial leaves no room for 
doubt about the facts :—that the old bridge had gone, 
that a new one was erected about 153o, and that this 
also had been removed in course of time. It is related 
by Jefferson in his account of Addingham parish, that 
one Colonel Chomley bought Salkeld Hall from an im-
poverished owner during the Civil War. In September, 
1644, the Royalist forces, under Sir Philip Musgrave and 
Sir Henry Fletcher, are known . to have been defeated 
near Salkeld by the Scottish Army under General Leslie, 
then on his way from Newcastle to besiege Carlisle. The 
facts would appear to throw some light on the quaint 
and obscure sentence with which the narrative of Richard 
Singleton concludes,. He wrote :— 

Colonel Cholmley took the coat of its backe to his bridge, by 
ther . . . utmost stones from it ; but the inside thereof 
is still standing, and will doe I think till dooms day. 

Passing next over another period of a hundred years 
we come to a mention of a third or fourth bridge, built 
about the year 177o, either upon the same site as the 
former or very near to it. The following extract is from 
Hutchinson's History of Cumberland, published in 
1794 :—* 

There is a very picturesque view of the banks of the river at a 
place called the Force Mill . . . The western side is formed 
by lofty rocks, excavated and cut in niches, consisting of seats 
in a semicircular order for ten or twelve persons, like the stalls 
in an ancient cathedral. The river falls over a broken wear, 
or dam, or force by innumerable spouts in various directions. 
The opposite banks are rocky and overgrown with shrubs and 
trees, and in the stream is a column of masonry work, fifteen 
or sixteen feet in height. The whole channel of the river is rocky 
. . . The present bridge is placed at some distance from the 
force and is a singular composition of elliptic, semicircular and 
pointed arches one succeeding the other, perhaps being in part 

* vol. i., p. 282. 
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172 	OLD EDEN BRIDGES AT GREAT SALKELD. 

constructed out of the remains of the old bridge. It was built 
about twenty years ago, chiefly of an open red gritted stone 
which doth not promise to be durable. 

The historian's premonition of another disaster would 
certainly appear to have been realised, though there is 
no record of the time and manner of the downfall. 
Colonel C. F. Sharp, whose father was Vicar of Adding-
ham, has in his possession at Carlisle a water-colour 
drawing showing the condition of the ruin at the Force 
Mill in the year 1855, before the central portion of it 
had fallen over ; and says that in his boyhood it was 
always called " the old Roman Bridge." Of this old 
mass of masonry, described within recent years as 
measuring twenty-four feet wide by sixteen high, large 
broken pieces may still be seen lying where they fell upon 
the rock foundation. There appears to be nothing to 
confirm the suggestion of Roman origin, but of Salkeld 
Bridge and of its successors we have certainly been 
able to catch some slight but life-like glimpses during 
the latter halves of the fourteenth, sixteenth, seventeenth, 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The fine bridge over 
the Eden at Langwathby was erected three miles to the 
south of it in the year 1686, and two miles away again 
in the opposite direction, a much less handsome and less 
convenient one was placed between Lazonby and Kirkos-
wald in 1762. Some say that there existed within living 
memory a wooden bridge over the Eden at Great Salkeld 
about a mile above the Force, at the spot where the 
Scottish raiders in old time made use of a ford. The 
ford is overlooked from the battlements of the fortified 
Church Tower,* which was built about 139o, within a 
generation after the time when the ancient bridge was 
overthrown. The tenant of the Mill Farm tells me of 

* See these Transactions, vol. ii. (o.s.), Art. X., on " Fortified Churches 
in Cumberland," by J. A. Cory. 
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TO FACE P. 172. 

 
tcwaas_002_1913_vol13_0020



OLD EDEN BRIDGES AT GREAT SALKELD. 	173 

an old inhabitant, not long since passed away, who 
carted off from the higher ground above the river the 
last remains of the ruins of " Force Knott Castle," 
probably a stronghold established for protection of the 
bridge. The Corn Mill on this western bank is no longer 
used, and is falling into decay. On the other side there 
has stood for a generation past another Mill, that of the 
Long Meg Plaster Works. The Inn at Glassonby is still 
significantly called " The Pack Horse." Another at 
Great Salkeld—" The Highland Drove "—preserves the 
memory of peaceful traders who made use of bridge or 
ford long after the cessation of the border raids. But 
the old road is not carried over the Eden now. Cutting 
its direction almost at a right angle stands the strong 
stone viaduct of the Midland Railway from London to 
the North, spanning the broad eastward bend of the river 
before it turns again towards the Force ; and it seems 
worth remarking how the modern engineers have found 
it desirable to effect their one crossing of the river in these 
parts at the same strategical point fixed on by their 
forerunners so long ago. We may be allowed to lament 
the contrast in appearance, and sincerely regret the 
cessation of attempts to restore a foot bridge and road 
way in a spot so suitable and so picturesque. Yet even 
Wordsworth, when in the neighbourhood about half 
a century before the change, writing with mild enthusiam 
of " Long Meg and her Daughters," of " Roman Anti-
quities at Old Penrith," and of the " Stately Eden and 
its floods," could then dream pensively of past and 
future, proffering cheerful justification to Time and 
Nature for inevitable intrusion of unsightly mechanical 
contrivances.* 

What change shall happen next to Nunnery Dell ? 
Canal, and Viaduct, and Railway, tell ! 

* Sonnets 25, 39 and 4.0, during Tours in 1831 and 1833. 
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174. 	OLD EDEN BRIDGES AT GREAT SALKELD. 

In spite of all that beauty may disown 
In your harsh features, Nature doth embrace 
Her lawful offspring in Man's art ; and Time, 
Pleased with your triumphs o'er his brother Space, 
Accepts from your bold hands the proffered crown 
Of hope, and smiles on you with cheer sublime. 

In compiling these notes I have been much indebted 
to the assistance of Dr. Barnes, Carlisle, who also pro-
vided photographic copies of the drawing belonging to 
Col. Sharp ; and to Mr. T. H. B. Graham for a copy of 
a portion of Donald's Map of Cumberland, showing the 
roads and bridges as they were in 1771. To them, and 
to other members of our Society with more accurate 
knowledge of such matters than I am able to claim, 
what is here written is submitted for consideration and 

o correction. 
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