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PUBLICATIONS OF THE YEAR.

" The Lake Counties," by W. G. Collingwood, with sixteen
plates in colour and seventy-two line illustrations, by A. Reginald
Smith, R.W.S. (London and New York, Frederick Warne & Co.,
Ltd., 1 933 ; pp. xvi, 368; 15/- net., also Edition de Luxe,
2. 2S. net.).
It is with mingled feelings that we welcome the appearance of

this beautiful new edition of our late president's well-known and
justly valued book upon the Lake District, for while we deplore
his irreparable loss, it is some consolation to know that he was
able up to the very end of his strenuous career to continue the
work he loved and before his death to see completed a volume
which will always be treasured by the many friends who hold his
memory dear. It is needless here to emphasise the claims of a
book, which ever since the publication of its first edition at the
beginning of the century has held a unique place in the literature
of our district. Written with a profound knowledge of the
history, traditions and antiquities of the Lake Counties, this book
is at the same time the work of an artist, who was at home amid
the scenes he described and loved. It abounds in passages of
striking beauty, and will in future occupy a well-earned place amid
such masterpieces of descriptive prose as Wordsworth's classic
guide. Characteristic of the author is the preface to this new
edition and the cheerful optimism with which he faces the changes
which are taking place in our district and his faith in their
ultimate influence for good.

Of the present carfully revised edition it is enough to add that
it has been produced in a manner worthy of its subject. A special
word of praise must be accorded to Mr. A. Reginald Smith's
beautiful illustrations in colour. These plates, which without
exception depict our district under its winter garb, lend an
appearance of novelty to many a' well-known scene. The special
articles upon Natural History and Sport in the Lake District have
been very capably written or revised. The article upon " Birds,"
by Mary L. Armitt, has been revised by Arthur Astley, and that
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on " The Flora," by G. L. Petty, has revisions and additions by
Mary Thompson, Agnes Drury and A. G. Hayes. Other sections
are " Butterflies and Moths," by Dr. Richard C. Lowther, F.E.S.,
" The Building of the Lake District," by Bernard Smith, M.A.,
Sc.D., F.G.S.; " Fox Hunting on the Fells," by the Rev. E. M.
Reynolds, revised by R. E. Porter, M.C. ; " Mountaineering,"
by W. P. Haskett-Smith; " Yachting on Windermere," by P. C.
Crossley; " Motor Boating," by Oscar T. Gnosspelius; " Fishing,"
by A Severn; " Shooting," by A. Ruskin Severn; " Cycling," by
A. W. Rumney.

" The Registers of Cliburn, 1565-1812," Transcribed by
Colonel J. F. Haswell, C.I.E., M.D., of Penrith, indexed by
C. S. Jackson, Esq., Hazel Bank, Yanwath. Privately printed
for the Parish Register Section of this Society, with the consent
of the Rev. George E. F. Day, B.A., Rector of the Parish.
(pp. 99; uniform with the series of which it forms Vol. 2o).

The Committee for the publication of Parish Registers are to be
congratulated upon the promptness with which, so soon after the
completion of the lengthy and important register of Crosthwaite,
they have produced this new volume upon Cliburn. The pub-
lication of these records of such vital importance to the student
of parish history and demanding so much patience and laborious
work of the Transcriber and Indexer, is a task which deserves the
gratitude and support of their fellow members of this Society and
of the public at large.

Without possessing the popular appeal of a parish so well known
as that of Crosthwaite, Cliburn is none the less a place of ex-
ceptional interest. Its church of St. Cuthbert has a long and
curious history, the story of its two Manors of Cliburn Hervy
and Cliburn Tailbois so lucidly explained by our late Hon.
member, the Rev. F. W. Ragg, is of more than usual importance,
and its hall, described by Colonel Haswell in these Transactions,
N.S. xii, 126, dates in part from the i4th century.

The registers which go back as far as 1565, consist, as Colonel
Haswell informs us in his preface, of two volumes of parchment
sheets. On the cover of the first volume, which carries the
records down to the middle of the 17th century is the note " This
amended by me Hen: Shepherd, Churchwarden, 1748."

Among the names recorded, naturally that of Cliburn (spelt in
the different forms of Cliburn, Cliburne, Clibburne, Cliburne and
Clibburne) is one of the commonest, but other names recurring
frequently are those of Dalton, Cowper or Cooper, Atkinson,
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Robinson, Wharton, Dobson, Coulston, Brown, Moore, Pearson,
Workman and Thompson.

Interesting spellings of local place-names are Ackagate for
Aiketgate, Banton for Bampton, Gilshaffin, Gylsaufhling and
Gilsughling for Gilsucken, Hawkside for Hawkshead, Windring-
wath and Winderanwath for Winderwath and Rosegill for Rosgill.

In the burials there is an unfortunate gap between the years
1573 and 16o1, so that one is unable to estimate how far the
plague of 1598 affected the inhabitants of Cliburn. In the case of
one burial in 1678 the complete affidavit to the effect that the
deceased was buried in woollen only is appended to the entry.

Some curious memoranda are added to the two volumes of the
registers ; one, for instance, under the date 1614 states that " the
wages of the clerk is increased id. in every house with the proviso
that no clerk hereafter shall challendge that benevolence . . . and
shall guiltlie and diligentlie demeane hiself in the place."

Another entry reads " Collected on the Brief of the Captives at
Algiers, Sept. 12, 2s. 4d. Witness our hands. Churchwardens,
John Warton, Tho. Moore."

" Cumbrian Regional Planning Scheme," prepared for the
Cumbrian Regional Joint Advisory Committee, by Patrick
Abercrombie, M.A. and Sydney A. Kelly, F.S.I. (The University
Press of Liverpool and Hodder and Stoughton, Ltd., London,
1932, pp. xviii, 220; 12/6 net.).

This sumptuous volume, beautifully illustrated with photo-
graphic views of the Lake District and furnished with a useful
series of maps should be read carefully by all who treasure the
amenities of our countryside and are anxious to preserve its
objects of antiquarian interest. On the whole, such a reader will
be satisfied with its perusal. The writers of the  book seem to be
alive to the importance of the preservation of antiquities, many
of which are mentioned specifically. One feels. that in all the
schemes set forth for the construction of new roads, the provision
of electricity and the supply of water, they will not altogether
lose sight of the claims of our beauty spots and places of historic
interest. A sketch of local history—of necessity a somewhat
perfunctory one—is given. It is reassuring to know that the
historian and antiquary, though they must never relax their
vigilance, will at all events obtain a sympathetic hearing if the
schemes here outlined are ever carried out.

 
 
tcwaas_002_1933_vol33_0024



PUBLICATIONS OF THE YEAR.^305

" A Short History of the Parish Church of St. Michael and All
Angels, Beetham," by Rob Hilton (Member of the Carlisle
Diocesan Advisory Committee), 1933 (Kendal: Titus Wilson &
Son; pp. 28; 1/- net).

Lovers of the beautiful church of Beetham, whose interest in its
history has been stimulated by the reading of the Rev. William
Hutton's eighteenth century notes, known as the " Beetham
Repository," and edited for the Tract Series of our Society's
publications by Dr. Rawlinson Ford, will welcome this handy and
concise history of the building, written by one who has made a
study of its details for some years. As Mr. A. R. Powys, who
contributes a preface, states, it is to be regretted that hand-books
like the present are so seldom available for the use of visitors to
our parish churches.

Mr. Hilton describes the probable evolution of the church from
an early Norman building to its present state; he describes its
chapels and monuments and gives some account of the principal
people connected with its history. The value of the book is
enhanced by the illustrations from drawings by Miss Hilton, one
of which shows the masons' marks to be found in the church.
Some of these are to be found also at Calder Abbey, Millom
Church and Kirkby Lonsdale Bridge. A list of vicars going back
to 1309 is given and a useful short bibliography appended.
Another welcome addition and one rarely to be found in books of
this kind, is an adequate index.

" The Story of Cartmel Priory," by J. Dickinson; 6d.
This admirable pamphlet states clearly and concisely the chief

facts known about the history of Cartmel Priory and gives an
interesting description of its monuments. Mr. Dickinson has done
his work in a scholarly manner, and has been careful to avoid the
mistakes which, made by early writers, have been repeated with
parrot-like persistance in every previous guide-book. A useful
feature of the book is the detailed description of the wood carvings
upon the choir stalls. A word of praise must also be accorded
to the illustrators of this compact and useful little handbook.

" Walking in the Lake District," by the Rev. H. H. Symonds,
(London: Alexander Maclehose & Co., 1933; pp. xii, 308; 7/6
net.).

Though not avowedly written for the historian or archaeologist,
this book contains much which should prove of interest to students
of the antiquities of our district. Mr. Symonds is headmaster of

X
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the Liverpool Institute and though his book deals principally with
the geography and geology of the Lake Count ry and with the joys
of long walks across its fells, his scholarly mind cannot but take
note of the historical and literary associations of the spots he visits.
At all events, it behoves all who study the archaeology of a
district to acquire an intimate knowledge of its topography, and
in traversing the ground with Mr. Symonds they will do so with a
delightful companion, who has a long established and thorough
knowledge of his subject and a genuine affection and enthusiasm
for our lakes and hills. An additional attraction is provided by a
series of twenty beautiful illustrations, many of these reproduced
from photographs by Messrs. G. P. Abraham.

" Kinmont Willie in History," by W. T. McIntire, an article in
the current volume of the Transactions of the Dumfriesshire and
Galloway Antiquarian Society, in which an attempt is made to
re-construct from documentary evidence the story of the noted
Border reiver.

" Keswick Pageant," words by W. T. McIntire, music by H. V.
Brown, F.R.C.O. (Keswick: James Usher; 6d.).

A pageant held in connection with the Octo-centenary cele-
bration of the foundation of the diocese of Carlisle. The episodes
deal with the early history of Keswick.

" An Account of the Parish of Staveley-in-Cartmel," by
Charles Gale Townley, M.A., late Rural Dean of Cartmel, Hon.
Canon of Carlisle (Kendal: Titus Wilson & Son, 1 933, pp. 1 9;
i/- net.).

The earliest mention of any inhabitant of this interesting parish
is in 1222, when " Elyes, son of Goditha de Staveley, gave the
prior and monks of St. Mary of Kertmel all his lands at Madon-
stales in the ton of Brotherne (Field Broughton) in Kentmel," and
from its foundation in 1188 the priory of Cartmel took over the
spiritual and temporal care of the district. In this excellent little
pamphlet, the writer traces the history of the parish and of its
church, showing how the place-names in its vicinity show the
existence of an early Norse population and continuing the story
of the village down to the present day. An interesting feature of
the book is an account of the United Schools of Piety and Industry,
founded by Mrs. Dixon, of Fell Foot, for girls in 1799, with a list of
rules appended. An interesting series of illustrations, including
one of Buck Crag, the birthplace of Edmund Law, adds materially
to the usefulness of this compact and well written parish history.
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" Shelagh of Eskdale, or the Stone of Shame," by Nicholas.
Size (London & New York: Frederick Warne & Co., Ltd, 1 933,
pp. 7o, illustrations, 2/6 net.).

This story, as Mr. Size informs us in his preface, is based upon
an unpublished manuscript left among the papers of our late
member, Dr. C. A. Parker. The author gives an interesting
picture of life in Gosforth and Buttermere during the troublous.
times of the Viking settlement of the district. He relates the
circumstances which led to the invasion of Ethelred in A.D. 1 000,
and propounds a theory as to the origin of the well-known
crosses and hog-backs at Gosforth church.

" Carlisle. The Cathedral and the Diocese, 11 33 -1 933."
Carlisle : Charles Thurnam & Sons, Ltd., 1 933 ; pp. 30, with.
map and illustrations ; 3d. net.

This excellent and very moderately priced pamphlet, issued in
connection with the celebration of the octocentenary of the
foundation of the see of Carlisle, should be read by all who take an
interest in our local history. The main facts of the history of the
diocese are briefly and clearly explained, and the arrangement of
the subject matter into periods of one century each, makes these
explanations easy to follow. A map of the diocese and a short
bibliography, in which many of our own Society's publications are
mentioned, add to the value of this interesting and well-printed.
handbook.

 
 
tcwaas_002_1933_vol33_0024


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6



