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ART. XL—Unrecorded and Unusual Types of Stone 
Implements. By H. S. COWPER, F.S.A. 

Read at Lancaster, September 14th, 1933. 

THE following recent additions to my collection of local 
stone implements, are I think worthy of being duly 

recorded. All of them have been found at various times 
in an area 8 miles by 7 miles. 

Fig. 1 is a very good example of an unpolished stone 
celt.* It is just under nine inches in length and its 
greatest width is three inches. It is boldly and well 
chipped into the desired shape, and it is to be remarked 
that although in a good state of preservation, the ridges 
between the hollows left by removal of the flakes shew no 
sharp edges but are smoothed or rounded. It is a question 
whether this smoothed-off condition is due to artificial 
manipulation or to natural causes such as being rolled 
about in a beck course. This is rather important, as the 
question has never yet been settled whether these un-
polished celts, are completed weapons, never intended to 
be ground to a smooth surface, or uncompleted ones 
waiting their time to be ground and polished. 

There is one other point to observe. One side which I 
shall call the upper has a brown stained look ; the under 
side is a grey with greenish tint. This points to its having 
laid for ages either in the open, or if underground, it must 
have rested on a bed differing from what was superim-
posed. Such particolouring might result from its lying on 
stones with peaty soil above it. There are 3 small modern 
flakes knocked off the upper side. 

It was found May 6, 1893 by the late Mr. Thomas Browne, then of High 
Green, Troutbeck. Mr. Browne had also another polished celt 5i  inches long, 
found near Slackfoot, Troutbeck, as well as the adzes Figs. 2 and 3 of this 
paper. 
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The circumstances of the discovery of this celt are as 
follows. There is an ancient road (unused) shewn on the 
O.S. (6-in. xxvi N.E.) running below and east of and 
nearly parallel to the Kirkstone road in upper Troutbeck. 
It is marked on the O.S. Low Kingate (? Kinggate) and 
passes through Hird wood. In the wood and on the road 
there are the remains of a double concentric circle at a 
place called Bank End. I visited this place in July, 1894, 
with the late Mr. Thomas Browne, and I have again 
recently visited it, to confirm the following notes I made 
at that date.* 

The site of this circle is still quite clear to a trained eye. 
It seems to have been 65 feet in total diameter and was 
double and concentric. It is much destroyed, apparently 
by the Low Kingate running over it. One stone of the 
inner circle still stands about 4 feet high, and 8 ft. 4 ins. 
in circumference. There is another stone alongside it 
and there appear to be fragments of four others. A 
large stone built into the wall on the west side with one or 
two others appear to be the remains of the outer circle: 
and the ground within seems to be artificially raised. 
Perhaps the whole site was covered with a cairn of stones, 
which has been removed. The information given me was 
that the circle was destroyed and the celt was picked up 
about 6o yards south in a heap of stones brought from the 
site. 

I have tried to ascertain if there is evidence bearing on 
the question whether unpolished celts of this type, are 
finished or unfinished implements. 

There are on record two local instances of unpolished 
celts being found together in groups. The first instance 

* To find this circle ascend the Kirkstone road, until you get above Hird-
wood (rather less than a mile N.W. of Troutbeck Park). At this point 
there is, just over the wall to the right, an ancient " hoghouse " with corbie 
stepped gables. Enter the intake here and descend by the old walled 
enclosure until you reach the Low Kingate which is rather grown up. Follow 
Low Kingate south zoo yards till you come to a gateway. Just through 
this gateway is the remains of the Circle. 
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was that at Haume in the Parish of Kirkby Ireleth, where 
earlier than 1822 about half a dozen unpolished celts were 
found with two " highly polished." 

The present whereabouts of these celts is of course 
unknown.* Although the accounts of the find (see notes) 
differ slightly in detail, there can be little doubt that all 
describe the same find. Further a reasonable conclusion 
is that in this find, we have the stock of a neolithic imple-
ment maker, who for some reason never completed the 
work he had in hand, and that no other craftsman com-
pleted his work, or distributed his stock. Next we have 
the comparatively recent discovery at Portinscale, 
recorded by Canon Rawnsley. In this case four stone 
celts all unground and unpolished were found together, 
on the 4th. November, 1901, under 18 inches of peat. 
They are now in Keswick Museum. In 1902 another was 
found partly polished. The largest of the series was 
11 inches long, the smallest 74  inches. 

These finds are recorded in our Transactions, N.S. ii, 
418, but it is not made clear if the partly polished celt was 
found exactly on the same site. But from the fact that 
there were chippings of the same sort of stone about, and 
that there was a log 44 inches long and 8 inches thick 
in an upright position with a battered top, it really does 
look as if it had been a celt makers manufactory and 
stock. This find really merited more attention than it 
received. 

Both these finds are interesting. They suggest that 
* This find was first recorded in the Lonsdale Magazine (1822, p. 383). The 

communication was made by one S. Moore to an anonymous writer. The celts 
are described as found draining a mossy place at Holme Green, Kirkby 
Ireleth. 

In Baines' History of Lancashire, 1836 (iv, 690) it says " 4 celts, 3 of rude 
workmanship and the fourth polished, have been found at Haume." 

In Archaeologia (Vol. 31, p.. 452-3) the find is mentioned by C. Jopling in a 
" Letter to George Goodwin, F.R.S. on remains ascribed to the era of the 
Druids," 1844. He describes a number of implements " some finely polished," 
found on the site of a small ruin at High Haume. There is a figure on a 
small scale of a polished celt. 
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celt making in neolithic times, was in the hands of special 
craftsmen, and the Haume group seems to point, as we 
should expect, to the fact that the same craftsmen or 
group of craftsmen chipped out the celts, and also ground 
and polished them. 

Now turning again to our Troutbeck unpolished, or 
rough hewn celt. A careful examination of it with its 
smoothed facet ridges, at first strongly suggests that it is 
a water-rolled specimen, the ridges being smoothed over 
by its being rolled in a stream bed in flood time. I doubt 
if this is the true explanation. In the first place, it has 
been said that it apparently was dug out of a circle 
probably sepulchral and if so it was probably intentionally 
buried. In favour of this suggestion, is the marked 
difference in colour on the two faces, which indicate that 
it must have remained for an enormous length of time in 
the same position with its upper side exposed to some 
covering like peat which would slowly stain it : while its 
under side rested on a non staining bed such as another 
stone. The probability therefore is that it was purposely 
buried, and the buriers would not bury a water rolled 
celt, which, of course, would be a lost celt. 

I think therefore that we have here, an implement or 
weapon, which had been chipped into its proper shape 
and that the owner removed the sharp facet ridges by 
rubbing off all their edges probably by the use of a rough 
but very hard stone. I think a very careful examination 
of the surfaces and colouration of the type of rough hewn 
celts might prove of considerable value. It may further 
be observed that the edges of the Troutbeck celt retain a 
very considerable sharpness which would not be the case, 
if the surfaces had been smoothed by water action. I am 
also inclined to believe that the sharp cutting end has lost 
some length; and its shape and even efficiency reduced 
by having had pieces (or flakes) knocked off in use. 

There are two groups of unground and unpolished celts 
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at Keswick museum, and Carlisle (Tullie House), and these 
I have examined, but not of course, in the way they 
deserve. They are as follows: 
Keswick. 

(1) A celt, very similar to the Troutbeck one, found 
1875 at the Druids Circle, length 81 inches. 

(2) One found in " the Well " Skiddaw, length 71 
inches. 

(3) From Eskin Street, Keswick, found 1895, length 
9 $ inches. 

(4) From Mill Field House, Keswick, found 1901, 
length 81 inches. 

(5-8) The four Portinscale (Mossgarth) celts recorded 
by Canon Rawnsley. 
Tullie House Museum, Carlisle. 

(1) Blue Whinstone, Cumberland, length 12 inches, 
greatest width 4 inches. 

(2) Blue Whinstone, Mowbray, Cumberland, length 
94 inches, greatest width 3-k inches. 

(3) Hunsonby S.E. of Kirkoswald, found 1884, length 
71- inches. 

(4) Cumberland, length III- inches, greatest width 
31 inches. 

(5) Hunsonby, found 1884, length 88 inches, greatest 
width 2i inches. 

No doubt there are others in collections. A very fine 
one is in possession of Mr. F. Jones-Balme, High Close, 
Ambleside, where it has been for many years. It is 
labelled " Hornstone celt found near Loughrigg Tarn by 
Dr. Craddock." Its length is Io8 inches, and width 
3 R inches. This is the third largest I have seen. 

As far as I know none of these celts show any sign of 
grinding or polishing. But I think they should be 
carefully examined to see if their facet sides have been 
artificially smoothed off, while their edge remain sharp.* 

* Mr. T. Gray writes me that Nos. i, 2, 3 and 4 shew no signs of artificial 
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Figs. 2 and 3 shew two stone adzes from the Troutbeck 
area. Fig. 2, 5-1-- inches long was found 1896 at Pike How 
a point about 2000 feet O.S. East of Kirkstone Pass and 
between St. Ravens Edge and Hart Crag, and at the 
actual apex of the valley in which runs Woundale Beck. 
This point is about 1 mile N.W. of the Sadgill group of 
primitive walled structures described by myself in these 
Transactions, N.S. i, 133-135. Other prehistoric remains 
in this area are briefly enumerated in that paper. 

Fig. 3 the broken stone adze was found at the head of 
Rawnson Lane, Troutbeck, and has been a larger specimen. 
The site is between Town head and High Green. I think 
that both these adzes are formed from natural flattish 
water-worn pebbles bored in the usual hour glass way, 
and ground off to an edge. On the Pike How adze the 
grinding on the edge is very clear, but the rest of the 
surface shews no signs of grinding, nor the pitting so 
common on the large axe hammers.* 

Adzes are much more uncommon than hammer axes or 
celts, so I also give a drawing (Fig. 4) of a very roughly 
made one found in my garden in March, 1885.t  It is 
clumsy and ill-made and the hole is not even at proper 
right angles to the plane of the stone : but it is nevertheless 
a true artifact. 

There are similar stone adzes at Keswick and Tullie 
House. Those in the Keswick Museum are respectively 
4 inches and 6 inches. At Tullie House two, one from 
Kirkbampton, 4 inchs long, the other from Scotby, 54 
inches long. 

grinding, but that on No. 5 (Hunsonby) the facet edges are ground down 
and much of the rest of the surface shews evidence of polishing, and that 
possibly it was at one time a more or less irregular polished example and the 
present condition due to weakening and rough usage. 

* Taking the Hirdwood circle as the centre, the Pike How adze site is 2 
miles north. A quern was found t  of a mile N.N.W. The bronze spear head 
and interments at Woundale Raise nearly a mile North-west, and the broken 
adze less than it miles south. 

t C. & W. A. & A. Soc., o.s. ix, 203. 
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3. 

Stone Implements from Troutbeck and Hawkshead. 
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It is rather difficult to know how these adzes were used. 
It has often been suggested that they were used for 
hollowing out dug-out canoes. Quite likely, though 
no dug-out canoes have yet been found in the Lake.  
District. The method would be, by burning and charring 
the wood first and then adzeing the charred wood out. 
Almost certainly however dug-out canoes or boats were 
used, and the occurrence of adze type implements is 
worth recording. Kirkbampton is not far from Burgh-
by-Sands, and Scotby, of course, not far from the Eden. 
But the adze used as a weapon would be nearly as 
efficient as the celt or axe type. 

Fig. 5 shews an example of the mace or net-sinker type, 
34 inches in diameter, with a large hole picked out with 
considerable skill but not bored. This hole is very large 
for such a small implement. The particular interest of 
this example is that it actually was hung for years in a 
cow byre at Outgate as a witch stone to protect cattle 
from disease. Though it is well known that such super-
stitious use was made of prehistoric implements in certain 
parts of the country, this is the only local instance I am 
acquainted with. A very similar one slightly larger and 
with the hole more central from Barrow-in-Furness is 
figured in these Transactions, N.S. xi, p. 483. 

The Pike How adze described above, being found at an 
elevation of 2000 feet, is probably the highest recorded 
find of a stone implement in the Lake District. Our late 
President alludes to it in a remark printed in these 
Transactions, xxix. * It was probably lost while hunting. 

Before turning to my last exhibit I should mention 
that I am indebted to our member Mr. W. Heelis for 
calling my attention to the Troutbeck implements, and 
to his good offices in obtaining them for me. The circle 
at which the celt was found is in the Troutbeck Park 

* N.S., xxix, p. 331-2. He also mentions the Loughrigg Tarn celt, and a 
stone chizel from Langdale. But they were found at much less elevated sites. 
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estate now belonging to Mrs. Heelis. Mr. Thomas 
Browne the former owner of these implements died this 
year. 

Incl,e5. 

Stone Pestle from Coniston. 

In Fig. 6 I give a careful drawing of an unique imple-
ment which I obtained in 1885. It had then been recently 
found at Bank Ground near the edge of Coniston lake. 
It has never been figured4 which it well deserves. 

t Exhibited to Soc. Antiquaries, Proc. 2nd S. xi, 227; C. & W. A. & A. Soc., 
Transactions, o.s., ix, 203. 
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This implement is 8i inches long, heavy at one end, 
and lighter at the other. At the lighter end is a neat hole 
evidently for suspension by a thong : one side is nearly flat, 
the other presenting two parallel ridges easily understood 
from the drawing. The implement is undoubtedly a 
pestle or pounding instrument : and one side of the heavy 
end is abraded off by use. If slung to the waist, it would 
be taken in the hand with the ridged side against the palm, 
and the end would be worn off by use as we find it. 

The material is a fine slate and the finis1 good. The 
perforated eye is partly picked and partly bored. 

I do not doubt the antiquity of this interesting object 
and in spite of its rarity, or rather uniqueness, I think it 
may be classed with so many of the stone implements of 
the district, which may have been in regular use in the 
Bronze age, or possibly later. 

It will be noticed that I have obstinately used the 
word " celt " instead of " axe," which we are now told 
we should adopt in future. But " celt " has been so long 
the accepted name for the neolithic axe, that I feel that 
a sudden change may lead to much confusion. 

NOTE. Net  Sinkers or Sinkstones. The type, which is more 
certainly a sinkstone than No. 5, is formed of an oval pebble 
with a central artificial groove round it. One from Ambleside, 
41 inches long, is figured in Evans' Ancient Stone Implements, 
1872, p. 211. Curiously, another, found about a dozen years 
ago in a garden in Hawkshead, has just come into my possession. 
It is 5 inches long, and is almost certainly a sinker, as the ends 
show no signs of its having been used as a hammer. These 
sinkers may be of any age. H.S.C. 
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