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ART. XI.—An Inventory of the Parish Chest at Dalton 
Church. By PAUL V. KELLY. 

THE ancient parish of Dalton-in-Furness, by reason of 
its great extent, and the fact that within its area is 

contained the whole of what has since become the 
important town of Barrow, might reasonably be expected 
to possess a wide range of parochial records, which should 
prove a valuable source of information to local historians. 
It is therefore surprising that so little use has hitherto 
been made of the contents of the parish chest, nor do 
they ever appear to have been properly examined and 
catalogued. Consequently, some few years ago when 
working on the Parish Registers, I took that opportunity 
of going through the whole of the documents and making 
a detailed list. 

Unfortunately there are many gaps, and several 
important records which should be preserved therein, 
are now missing. It is particularly to be regretted that 
the Tithe Apportionment, with its valuable list of field-
names and land owners, relating to the divisions of Dalton 
Proper, Hawcoat, and Yarlside, should be wanting. 

The " Chest " itself is a steel safe, built into the vestry 
wall, and measuring, approximately, seven feet by four 
feet. Notwithstanding this great capacity it was, until 
recently, literally crammed with material. The Register 
books were so tightly wedged together on the shelves, 
that it was with great difficulty, and often with damage to 
the binding, that any of the volumes could be extracted. 

The Parish Registers are contained in 41 volumes 
from their commencement in 1565 to the present registers 
in daily use. Most of these volumes which were in a 
somewhat dilapidated condition have since, through the 
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generosity of our member, Mr. J. P. Smith, been re-bound, 
and numbered, with the years contained in each volume 
printed on the back. Mr. Smith has also presented to 
the churchwardens a bound volume, containing copies 
of all the monumental inscriptions in the churchyard, 
together with a plan, shewing the exact position of each 
stone. 

The first volume of the Registers, 1565-1657, was 
transcribed by the late Dr. Brierley, and his transcript 
is now deposited in one of the Public Libraries in Man-
chester. Of the succeeding volumes, the whole of the 
Marriages from 1658 to 1791 have been extracted by 
myself, and the years 1791 to 1837 by the Rev. F. Ash-
burner. These transcripts were made for the preparation 
of an Index to the Marriages for the whole of the county 
of Lancashire, up to the year 1837, which has been com-
piled by Mr. J. P. Smith for the Society of Genealogists. 

THE PARISH REGISTERS : 
Baptisms, Marriages and Burials 1565-1783 
Marriages 	 • . 1754-1925 
Baptisms 	 .. 1783-1922 
Burials (in Churchyard) 	.. 1783-1879 

„ (in Dalton Cemetery) .. 1905-1926 
(None of these Registers have yet been 

Churchwardens' Book 	 . . 
Churchwardens' and Sidesmens' Book 	. . 
Churchwardens' 'Accounts 
Workhouse and Parish Relief Accounts-

5 volumes 
Newbarns Church School Accounts 
Park Mines Accident, 1854—Account of 

Subscriptions and Expenditure-2 volum 
Register of Banns of Marriages-5 volumes 
Surrogates' Register of Probates and Marr- 

iage Licences 

es. 
1823-1924 

1849-1854 

Vols. 1-5 
6-17 

18-35 
36-40 

„ 40-41 
printed) . 

1697-1876 
1878-1922 

1840-1913 

1735-1837 
1866-1879 
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Confirmation Register 	 1898-1918 
Register of Services, Preachers, and Sermons 

-2 volumes 	 1884-1925 
Offertory Book-2 volumes 	 1887-190o 
Personal Record and Commonplace Book of 

the Vicar of Dalton 	 1874-1877 
Log Book of the Parish Church 	.. 	1885-1905 
Lindal and Marton Parish; Approval of Ecclesiastical 

Commissioners to its separation from Dalton. 
Licences for the Celebration of Divine Service : 

St. Barnabas' Church, Newton 24th October, 190o 
St. Margaret's Church, Dalton, 	15th March, 1905 

London Gazette: Extracts relating to Endow- 
ments and Patronage 	 1872-1899 

Faculties : Additions to the fabric and 
church furniture, i.e. organ, new door, 
memorial tablets, stained glass windows 
and bells, etc. 

	

	 . . 	1905-1927 
(A new peal of bells was installed in 1914, and re-cast 

bells in 1927) . 
A map of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Dalton, consisting 

of four sheets of the o.s. map, 6 inch scale, mounted 
together on linen in one sheet, and the parish bound-
ary delineated thereon in red. 

Tithe Commutation Maps and Awards : 
Parish of Dalton-in-Furness, surveyed by Joseph Robin-

son, 1842. 
Tithe Map: Part I. 	Dalton Proper. 

II. Lindal and Marton. 
III. 

 
Dalton (Above Town) . 

IV. Island of Walney in the 
Division of Hawcoat. 

V. Section 1. Hawcoat and 
Newbarns. 

Section 2. Yarlside Divi-
sion. 
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Tithe Apportionment and Rent Charge: Lindal and 
Marton, 30th January, 1844. 

(The Apportionments for the other Divisions are 
missing, but a transcript relating to Dalton Proper was 
in the possession of the late Mr. John Fisher, of Beckside, 
Dalton) 
Tithe Apportionment : Supplementary Award, Dalton, 

1882. 
Altered Apportionment, Rent Charge in lieu of Tithes, 

24th May, 1883. 
Certificates of Redemption of Tithe Rent Charges, 

1880-1901. 

2nd Geo. IV: An Act for inclosing lands in the townships 
of Kirkby Ireleth, and of Marton, in the parish of 
Dalton, 27th April, 1831. 

4 Pages of Allotments : 
Plans of Allotments : 1. High Moor, Low Moor and 

Stewnor (on Kirkby Moor) . 
2. Powka Allotments. 
3. Ireleth Marsh and Ireleth 

Green. 
There are also in the vestry, a pitch pipe of lead, 

inscribed " Dalton Church," and a loose brass from a 
monument, with a Latin inscription in memory of " Peter 
Richardson de Sowerby Lodge, &c.," dated 1710. 

Since the above list was compiled, it has come to my 
knowledge that further documents relating to the sale 
by auction of seats in the Parish Church, have turned up 
in a local solicitor's office, and have been restored to the 
Church. 
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