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ART. XV.—An Interim review of types of Bronze Spear-
heads and Axes of Cumberland, Westmorland and 
Lancashire North-of-the-Sands. By M. C. FAIR.. 

THE bronze spear-heads of the area present good 
examples of the classes of which types are recorded. 

The classification adopted is that of Parker Brewis and 
Greenwell* but it should be noted that Estyn Evans-  and 
C. F. C. HawkesT have demonstrated the necessity of 
rearranging the chronological sequence of the classification 
of Types IIIa, IV and V on the assumption that the 
incoming of the lead-shaped blade V produced as a hybrid 
Class IV with the loops of native Class III which had 
kite-shaped blade. Mr. Hawkes therefore stresses that 
it is the weapons with the kite-shaped blades of Class III 
which should be allotted to the Mid-bronze Age, while 
Classes IV and V with leaf-shaped blades should be 
assigned to the Late Bronze Age. 

Classes I and II. The early forms of bronze spear 
heads, deriving directly from the parent dagger blade are 
not represented, so far as I can discover, in our district. 

Class III. Only two examples of this class, having a 
broad kite shaped blade with the cavity of the socket 
carried up into the blade under the midrib, having ribbed 
wings with loops on the socket, are recorded in the district. 

(I) WHINFELL TARN, NEAR GREYRIGG, WESTMORLAND. Found 
in 1886 lying among stones at the edge of the Tarn. (Now 
in the Swainson Cowper Collection, Lancaster Museum). § 

(2) BLINDBOTHEL, BRIGHAM, CUMBERLAND. Found in a MOSS 

* Archaeologia, lxi, p. 442 seq. 
1-  Ibid., lxxxiii, p. 191 seq. 
t Proc. Prehistoric Society, viii, pp. 128 and 129. 
§ Transactions, N.S. V, 184. 
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174 	BRONZE SPEAR-HEADS AND AXES. 

about 1872.* The find spot is not far from Eaglesfield and 
Dean from which a flanged axe has been recordedt and from 
Ullock where Bronze Age burials with incense cups were 
found about 18764 (Now in Tullie House Museum). 

Class IIIa has a midrib socket similar to Class III, but 
the loops have moved up to the base of the wings and there 
is a groove down each side of the midrib, separating it 
from the ribs on the wings. 

ALSTON, CUMBERLAND, (Fig. 1). A fine spearhead which 
appears to belong to this class. Unfortunately the weapon is not 
complete, the distinctive base of the wings being missing (Fig. 1). 
The cross section of the fractured base is strongly suggestive of 
analogy with this class. It was found near the source of the 
South Tyne, and is now in Tullie House Museum. T am indebted 
to Mr. T. Gray, F.L.A. for the information and drawing. 

Class IVa. Head leaf shaped, wings ribless without 
grooves. Loops low down on socket. Late Bronze Age. 
(1) DUBMILL FARM, MOWBRAY, NEAR ALLONBY. The blade is 

broad and leaf shaped with loops low down on the socket; 
the midrib extends to the point of the blade. (In the British 
Museum. 

(2) THREAPLAND, ASPATRIA, CUMBERLAND. Narrow leaf shaped 
blade, loops on socket; midrib extends to point of blade. 11 

Class IVb. Leaf shaped blade with midrib socket 
similar to that of Class III extending up the middle of a 
plain leaf-shaped plate which forms the wings. The 
loops are sometimes placed at the base of the wings on the 
socket but in other instances they are included in the 
wings themselves. Late Bronze Age. Some interesting 
examples of this class have been found in the district. 
(I) TEBAY, WESTMORLAND. Broad leaf shaped blade with loops. 

on socket immediately below the wings. Found deep in a. 
moss by a peat cutter in 1891. ¶ (In Tullie House Museum)., 

* Ibid., N.S. xl, 123. 
t Ibid., N.S., XXV„ 177. 
I Ibid., N.S. XXiii, 258. 
§ Archaeologia, lxi, 2. Fig. 63. 
II Transactions, N.S., XXXiV, 200. 
!j Ibid., o.s., xii, 57. 
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(2) KESWICK, CUMBERLAND. Leaf shaped spearhead with two 
loops on socket immediately below the base of the blade. 
Found on Swinside Fell by Edith Mary Southey in 1818 
(In Fitz Park Museum, No. 41).* 

(3) DALTON CASTLE, FURNESS. Narrow leaf shaped blade with 
long midrib, square in section, with loops at the base of wings; 
outside the loops the metal is hammered to a lozenge shape 
and ornamented with chevron-like lines.t 

(4) I.i LVERSTON, FURNESS. Narrow leaf shaped blade with 
midrib continued to point of blade. The midrib is nearly 
square in section with a cavity for the shaft 5s'-  inch long. 
The loops are at the base of the blade, connecting it with the 
socket.: 

Class V. In this class the loops have disappeared and 
the socket is provided with two holes for rivets to fasten 
the head to the shaft. Some examples have flat wings, 
but in the majority the wings are more or less thickened 
as they approach the midrib. Late Bronze Age. 
(I) PEEL CASTLE, FURNESS. Found in 1871 embedded in 

masonry of the Keep. The midrib is circular in section 
tapering gradually to the Foint. The blade is narrow and 
leaf shaped with hollow fluting parallel to the edges. There 
are rivet holes in the socket. (In Barrow Naturalists Field 
Club Collection). § 

(2) PENRITH, CUMBERLAND. Leaf-shaped blade with midrib 
extending to the point. Rivet holes in the socket. (In 
Tullie House Museum 27. 26. 426).11 

Class V2. The wings in this class are set upon a band 
or bands on either side of the socket. Late Bronze Age. 

DALTON, FURNESS. Leaf-shaped blade bevelled at the edges, 
midrib, round in section, extending to point of blade; rivet hole 
in socket. Found in Butts Beck Limestone quarry together with 
a bronze sword in 1874. 

Class Vc. Very similar to Class V in outline but the 
midrib socket has an uneven taper suddenly narrowing 
and ending in a solid tip. Late Bronze Age. 

* Ibid., N.S. XXXV, 175. 
- j Ibid., N.S., V, 183. 

Ibid., N.S. viii, 39. 	 § Ibid., N.S., iii, 411 and N.S. Vii, 147. 
Ibid., N.s., xl, io8. 	T Ibid., o.s., xv, 164. 
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176 	BRONZE SPEAR-HEADS AND AXES. 

One example of this type was found at NAWORTH, CUMBERLAND 
and is now in the British Museum.* No example of a spearhead 
with true lunate openings in the wings has been found in the 
district but this example has a circular opening in each wing of the 
blade at either side of the midrib. 

MOULDS FOR CASTING SPEARHEADS. That bronze 
spearheads were cast locally within the district is proved 
by the discovery of a mould which was discovered by 
quarry men at CROGLIN, NEAR BRAMPTON, CUMBERLAND, 
in 1883. The mould is bivalve of two blocks of carboni-
ferous sandstone 18 inches long, 21-- inches thich and 3_a 
inches broad at the base. The mould is for casting leaf 
shaped spearheads 12 inches long with a socket 6 inches 
long. It has loops low down on the socket and also higher 
up, trunions for casting rivet holes. On the reverse of the 
stones is a mould for casting socket-cores.t 

Bronze Axes in the district are represented by three 
main types—flat axes, flanged axes with stop ridge and 
looped and socketed axes. I have not located an example 
of a winged axe. 

1. Flat Axes. Early Bronze Age. Of the five 
examples those numbered 4 and 5 were purchased at 
Temple Sowerby and their provenance is very uncertain. 
(I) BROUGH UNDER STAINMORE, WESTMORLAND. A flat axe 

engraved on the face with hatched and unhatched lozenge 
design.k (In the British Museum). 

(2) GLEASTON CASTLE, FURNESS. Found in 1776 when digging 
in the ruins of the castle. The lower face is flatter than the 
upper and the sides are bevelled from the centre. § 

(3) GREYSTOKE, CUMBERLAND. A flat axe 13.5 cms. long. ~ (In 
Tullie House Museum 27. 26. 432). 

(4) TEMPLE SOWERBY, WESTMORLAND. Flat bronze axe with 
slight flanges. ¶ (In Tullie House Museum 220. P. 3, 96). 

■(5) TEMPLE SOWERBY, WESTMORLAND. Fragment of flat 
axe.* (In Tullie House Museum 221). 

* Archaeologia, lxi, 2, and Greenwell and Brewis, Fig. 42. 
t Transactions, o.s., vii, 279. 
$ Ibid., N.S., Xi, I21. 	 § Ibid., N.S., Xl, 121. 
II Ibid., N.s., xl, 107. 	 ¶ Ibid. N.s., xl, 113. 
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BRONZE SPEAR-HEADS AND AXES. 177 

2. Flanged Axes (Palstaves). Mid Bronze Age. This 
form of axe is widely distributed over the district and is 
freely recorded from the whole area, with the exception of 
West Cumberland from the Solway to Duddon from which 
area only one example found at Santon Bridge is recorded. 

(I) SANTON BRIDGE, IRTON. A flanged axe with stop was 
found when a pear tree was being grubbed up at Bridge End 
Farm in 1855.* (In Tullie House Museum). 

(2) CROOK, WESTMORLAND. Bronze palstave with flanged 
stop; an unfinished casting suggesting local manufacture. 
A bronze-smith's hoard was found at Ambleside.t 

(3) AMBLESIDE, WESTMORLAND. Flanged axe with stop ridge 
found at Millan's Park, Ambleside.,*,. 

,(4) WRAYSHOLME, ALLITHWAITE, LANCASHIRE. Flanged axe 
with stop ridge found at the bottom of a ditch in Eller 
Meadow about 15o yards S.E. from Wraysholme Tower. § 

(5) SEATON, WORKINGTON, CUMBERLAND. Flanged axe with 
stop ridge. II 

,(6) PENRITH, CUMBERLAND. Flanged axe with stop ridge well 
developed and a raised rib running down the middle of each 

face. (In Tullie House Museum 27. 26. 431). ¶ 
(7) BRAMPTON, CUMBERLAND. Flanged axe with well developed 

flanges and the stop represented by a slight thickening. (In 
Tullie House Museum 255. R.F. 213).** 

II. Looped and Socketed Axes. Late Bronge Age. 
This type of axe also is numerous and widely distributed 
with the exception of that part of Cumberland west of 
Bassenthwaite. 

,(I) MUCK URSWICK, FURNESS. A hoard of six looped and 
socketted found lying near together in Little Cow Close, 
Skelmore Head, not far from the British Settlement at 
Urswick Stone Walls. The faces of the axes are decorated 

* Ibid., N.S., xxv, p. 264, and Parker's Gosforth District, p. 139. 
t Transactions, N.S., xlii, 233. 
$ Ibid., N.s., y, 183. 
§ Ibid., O.S., xVi, 152. 
II Ibid., N.S., xxii, 35. 
¶ Ibid., N.S., xl, 108. 

'* Ibid., N.S., xl, 99. 

N 
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178 	BRONZE SPEAR-HEADS AND AXES. 

with vertical ribs from the bottom of the collar down the 
body. Of the type designated by Sir Cyril Fox, the 
" Yorkshire Type." Possibly a smith's hoard.* 

(2) ROGERSCOUGH, SHAP, WESTMORLAND. Socketed axe, the 
face decorated with vertical ribs. The " Yorkshire Type."T 
(Tn Tullie House Museum 27. 26. 427). 

(3) PENRITH, CUMBERLAND. Socketed axe with loop.; (In 
Tullie House Museum 27. 26. 429). 

(q.) MORLAND, WESTMORLAND. Socketed axe with loop decor 
ated with vertical ribs " Yorkshire Type." (In private-
ownership). 

(5) BROUGH, WESTMORLAND. Socketed axe with loop 3 inches. 
long. Found near Swindale Grange. § 

(6) AINSTABLE, CUMBERLAND. A socketed axe found On the 
Glebelands between Ainstable and Nunnery, Kirkoswald.. 
It has a row of three roundels on each side and a line running 
from each roundel to the moulding round the edge of the 
socket. Its decoration suggests Trish influence. An axe 
with somewhat similar decoration is recorded from Kingston. 
on Thames. (Now in Tullie House Museum). 11 

NOTE: With the four bronze swords from the Amble 
side hoard was a looped palstave, the only example of a 
looped palstave found in the area. The loop is low down 
about midway on the body of the implement and it may 
be considered as a transition between the flanged palstave 
and the later looped and socketed axe.¶ 

[I have to thank Mr. T. Gray, F.L.A., for very great help. But 
for the careful recording of early finds by Mr. Harper Gaythorne-
and Mr. Swainson Cowper it would not have been possible to. 
make this type-review of our bronze axes and spearheads]. 

* Ibid., N.s., iii, 4TO. 
j Ibid., N.S., xl, 113. 
$ Ibid., N.s., xl, 1o8. 
§ Ibid., N.S., v, 269. 
II Ibid., 

 
N.S., XiX, 165. 

¶ Archaeologia, Vol. v, p. 115; Evans, p. 285. 
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