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ART. XVII.—Some interesting documents from Ainstable. 
By the Rev. KENNETH HARPER, M.A., M.Litt. 

Communicated at Lancaster, September 14th, 1949. 

THE following documents were found among the papers 
of the late Miss Mary Collingwood of Ainstable, 

whose family had lived in the same house there for more 
than two centuries. The first one is of unusual interest, 
in that it is the will of a deaf and dumb testator, wit-
nessed by two illiterates and in favour of a Quaker, who 
as such was excused the usual oaths. The second docu-
ment, which is undated but can be assigned to the period 
1797-1815, bears witness to a past disagreement between 
the parishioners and the patron of the living, while the 
third is a receipt for the payment of â fine levied for a 
clandestine marriage, in 1825. All three seem worthy 
of a place in our Transactions; I am indebted to Mr V. 
Steele, Miss Collingwood's executor, for permission to 
transcribe and print them. 	I have also to thank Mr 
Butcher, of the Carlisle Diocesan Registry, for showing 
me the relevant records there, and Canon J. R. Wilkinson 
for allowing me to study the register at Lazonby parish 
church. 

I. 
THIS IS THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT of me 

Thomas Blaykling of Kirkby Kendal in the County of Westmor-
land Gentleman I give and bequeath unto Jane Smith 
Singlewoman who lives with me ALL my Money Bonds Bills 
Notes and other securities for Money and the money due and. 
to become due thereon respectively And all my Household 
Goods and Furniture my wearing Apparel and all other my 
Goods Chattels and Personal Estate and Effects whatsoever and 
wheresoever whereof I have power to dispose and make and 
appoint her the said JANE SMITH sole Executrix of this my 
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last Will and Testament for her own sole use and benefit she 
thereout paying all such debts as I shall owe at my decease with 
my funeral expenses and the charges of the Probate of this my 
last Will and Testament AND I hereby revoke and make 
void all former and other Wills by me heretofore made and 
declare this only to be my last Will and Testament IN 
WITNESS whereof I have hereunto set my Hand and Seal this 
twenty eighth Day of July in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety six 	THOMAS BLAYKLING 
(Sd) 	 THIS WRITING was signed and sealed by the 
above named Testator Thomas Blaykling and he being from his 
childhood both deaf and dumb did by signs well understood by 
us from our having lived long in the same family with him and 
constantly conversed with him by signs publish and declare the 
same (which we first heard read over and fully explained to 
him) to contain his last Will and Testament in the presence of 
us 	X 	SARAH WILLIAMS her mark 	X 	ANN 
DAWSON her mark 

WE the Reverend and Worshipful George Markham, Doctor 
in Divinity, Commissary in and throughout the whole arch-
deaconry of Richmond, in the Diocese of Chester, lawfully 
constituted, do by these presents make known to all Men, that 
on the Ninth Day of June in the Year of our Lord 
Christ one thousand eight hundred and ten before the Reverend 
Matthew Murfitt Master of Arts Clerk our lawful Surrogate 
the last Will and Testament of Thomas Blaykling late of 
Kirkby Kendal in the County of Westmorland and within the 
Archdeaconry and Diocese aforesaid Gentleman deceased, (a 
Copy whereof is hereunto annexed) was Proved, Approved, and 
Registered; and that Administration of all and singular the 
Goods, Chattels, and Credits of the said deceased, in the said 
Archdeaconry, and any way concerning the said Will was granted 
to Jane Smith the sole Executrix who being of the Sect called 
Quakers took a solemn Affirmation named in the said Will, 
being first sworn upon the holy Evangelists well and faithfully 
to administer the same, and to make a true and perfect Inventory 
of all and singular the said Goods, Chattels, and Credits, and to 
exhibit the same into the Registry of the said Archdeaconry, 
and also to render a true and just account thereof, when 
thereunto lawfully called the Right of every one saved. 

Given under the Seal of our Office at Lancaster, the Day, 
Month, and Year of our Lord aforesaid. 

INVENTORY respited under 800 (sgd) JOHN DOWBIGGIN. 
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II.  
To the Lord Bishop of the diocese of Carlisle 

Sir, 
We whose names are undersigned being landowners in the 

Parish of Ainstable and County of Cumberland and having 
sittings in the said Church humbly request that you will not 
grant a faculty to R. L. Ross, Esq. patron of the said Parish 
to remove the Pulpit and Reading Desk as the said R. L. Ross 
wishes to do it standing at present for the advantage of hearing 
to the Congregation at large and to remove it would be a great 
wrong to the major part of them he wishing to have the Parson 
to the North Wall and turn his Back on half the congregation 
We earnestly solicit that you will take it into consideration and 
not allow one single individival who seldom visits our church 
more than six times in twelve months to do an injury to a 
number of inhabitants who are regular church attenders. 

(This document must be later than 1797, when Mr Ross 
succeeded to the advowson of Ainstable, and earlier than 1815, 
when the church in question was pulled down. The records of 
the Consistory Court of Carlisle indicate that no faculty was 
granted.) 

III.  
I Isaac Hope one of the Bailies of the Burgh of Annan do hereby 
Certify that Henry Smith and Agnes Atkinson both residing 
at Ainstable in the said Parish in the County of Cumberland 
appeared before me and were fined for an irregular marriage in 
terms of the statute 1661 made and approved there 	- 
As witness my hand this twenty eighth (28th) day of May 1825 
year 

(sgd) Isaac Hope 
Bailie 

The Agnes Atkinson of this last document was one of 
a family whose history would be well worth investigating. 
When I came to Ainstable there existed an oral tradition 
about it, but no literary or documentary evidence was to 
hand. Mr J. B. Muschamp — who still resides in 
Ainstable, to which he came as schoolmaster more than 
sixty years ago—drew my attention to the tradition, and 
suggested that I should try to verify it. When he was 
appointed, people were still living there who had known 
the family, and he recounted to me all that he remembered 
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of what they had told him. Since then, by a visit to the 
Bodleian Library and by the examination of parish 
registers, I have managed to verify and amplify the story; 
when it is complete, I hope to place it before our Society, 
but meanwhile a brief reference to one or two points may 
be made. 

Both Miss Collingwood and Mr Muschamp were sure 
that Agnes Atkinson's father had been schoolmaster at 
Ainstable ; but the bishop's registers have no record of 
any licence to him for that office, and an article in the 
London Magazine and Review of 1825, written by one 
of his sons, Solomon, states that he was a day-labourer. 
I had therefore written off the claim that he was a school-
master as an accretion to the story in the telling; but 
recently I was examining the registers of Lazonby church, 
and I found that in the entry of Solomon's baptism his 
father is described as "Husbandman", and four years 
later, in 18o1, when another son, Thomas, was baptized, 
the father is described as "Schoolmaster". Here is a 
good illustration of the value of oral tradition. 

The two sons, brothers of Agnes, made their ways to 
Cambridge, where Solomon became a scholar of Trinity, 
Smith Prizeman and Senior. Wrangler; he then went to 
Lincoln's Inn, was called to the Bar, practised as a con- 
veyancer, wrote many legal works, and became one of 
the first judges of the London county court circuit on its 
establishment in 1851. 

The late Miss Collingwood was a grand-daughter of 
the parties of the runaway marriage at Annan in 1825. 
Her grandmother was obviously a woman of character—
and that is less surprising when we bear in mind that she 
was the daughter of a man who had raised himself from 
day-labourer to schoolmaster, and the sister of a man 
who went from a village school to become Senior 
Wrangler, and was to end up as a judge. 
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