
ART. IX.—Strickland and Neville. By GEORGE WASHING-
TON, F.S.A.

Read at Carlisle, April 15th, 1961.

1OR these additions to my recent paper on the Anglo-
Scottish lords of Leitholme (alias Letham), co.

Berwick, and Great Strickland, co. Westmorland, I am
largely indebted to the very generous collaboration of my
kind and distinguished friend, Mr G. Andrews Moriarty,
F.S.A.

In my previous paper' I was able to show that Dame
Christian (or Christina) de Leteham, heiress of Great
Strickland and the wife of Sir Walter de Strickland (or
fitz Adam) at the beginning of the 13th century, was the
daughter or sister of Uctred son of Ketel of Great Strick-
land (alias Uctred de Strickland, living 1194), who in
turn was second son of Ketel son of Dolfin, the Berwick-
shire thane of Leitholme, who before 1170 had been
enfeoffed of the English lands of Great Strickland near
Appleby by William I de Lancaster, lord of Kendal.

Ketel's father, Dolfin, I had unhesitatingly identified
with the well known Dolfin son of Ailward. Now various
children of this Dolfin son of Ailward and Maud of
Dunbar, his wife, are enumerated in Canon Wilson's
Register of St. Bees: viz. Walter, Prior of Carlisle, Orm,
Gospatric, Ailward, and Waldeve (cf. Wilson, St. Bees,
Surtees Soc. 317). Yet Ketel's name (as Mr Moriarty has
pointed out to me) is absent. Can it be possible that,
despite appearances to the contrary, our Dolfin — the
father of Ketel of Leitholme and grandfather of Uctred
of Strickland — was not identical with Dolfin son of
Ailward after all, but that he was that mysterious Dolfin

1 CWz lx 46 f.
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72^STRICKLAND AND NEVILLE

fitz Uctred who was the male forbear of the mighty house
of Neville?

After a further conference with Mr Moriarty (who is
the acknowledged authority upon the early Neville pedi-
gree), I have become convinced that such a conclusion
is (probably) correct. For Dolfin fitz Uctred, about whom
very little is known, held Staindrop of the prior of Durham
in 1129 and 1131 (Staindrop, i.e. Raby, co. Durham,
passed at his premature death before 1141 to his eldest
son Maldred fitz Dolfin, fl. 1140-83, whose son Robert
fitz Maldred, circa 1173-1242, married the heiress Isabel
de Neville) : and, moreover, in his homage to the prior
in 1131 Dolfin himself expressly reserved his homage to
the bishop of Durham and the kings of England and
Scotland (J. Horace Round, "The Origin of the Nevilles"
in Feudal England 488-490). What immediately strikes
one as being so signficant is that the Berwickshire mon-
astery of Coldingham, in whose chartulary the names of
Ketel son of Dolfin (de Letham) and his later heirs occur,
was actually a cell of the great priory of Durham; be-
sides which, the names of Dolfin fitz Uctred's ascertained
family (Uctred, Dolfin, Maldred, and Patric) reflect those
of the Dunbar Earls, of whom Leitholme of course was
held.

Meanwhile, the chronology would imply that Dame
Christian de Leteham, born circa 1165 (and great-
grandmother of Sir William de Strickland, circa 1230-
1306, who married Elizabeth d'Eyncourt of Sizergh in
1239), was sister rather than daughter of the Uctred de
Strickland of 1194 (whose one known daughter, Sigrid,
living 1200 and 1208, clearly died childless) ; and,
incidentally, it may well be that the Scottish lands of
Leitholme, as well as the English lands of Great Strick-
land, eventually passed to Dame Christian's issue by Sir
Walter de Strickland, her husband.

Uctred de Strickland possessed an elder brother, Ketel
(son of Ketel) de Letham, fl. 1180-1200. However, we
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STRICKLAND AND NEVILLE 73

find no later mention of the name in the chartularies of
Coldingham and Coldstream until the appearance of Sir
John de Letham, knight, about the middle of the 13th
century. Now some years ago I discovered that Dame
Christian's elder son, called invariably Adam fitz Walter
(fl. 1230, 1242, 1246, and 1250), did not succeed to Great
Strickland — which went at Dame Christian's death
(circa 1238) to Sir Robert, the son of her second son,
Robert de Strickland — but evidently he held a separate
inheritance (CW2 xlii 201, 204). Presumably he had be-
come the heir to Leitholme and was father of the Sir
John de Letham, just mentioned, to whose descendant,
John de Letham (or Lethame), King Robert III in 1403
granted the lands of Leitholme, the superiority of which
had come into the King's hands by the "forfaultrie" of
Earl George, cousin and successor of Patrick of Dunbar,
Earl of March (Chalmers, Caledonia iii 366; Reg. Great
Seal of Scotland i 647).

One further important inference must also be noted.
The Washington arms of two bars and three molets (which
afterwards inspired the American "Stars and Stripes")
are believed to be derived from the two bars upon the
shield of the de Lancasters, lords of Kendal. The ex-
planation of this may possibly be that, as the first William
de Lancaster and Ketel son of Dolfin of Leitholme were
apparently akin (vide infra), then all three families — de
Letham (including Neville), de Lancaster, and Washing-
ton — might have been related through common male
descent from the house of Dunbar.

As Dr Anthony R. Wagner has recently observed
(English Genealogy (1960) 25),

"It has been believed since the early i6th century at least
that the great English house of Neville of Raby was descended
in the male line from the house of Gospatric [of Dunbar] ,
though the attempts to establish the line have been at variance

2 MS. of Sir Thomas Wriothesley, Garter (d. 1534), in my [i.e. Dr
Wagner's] possession, "A booke of petegrewes of the north parties", fo. 6b;
Dugdale, Baronage i 291.
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and have lacked clear proof. Robert FitzMaldred (d. 1242 /8),
who married the heiress of the Norman Nevilles, was the grand-
son of Dolfin fitz Uchtred, who in 1131 had a grant of Staindrop
and Staindropshire from the Prior of Durham, reserving his
homage to the Kings of England and Scotland and the Bishop
of Durham. Round points out that this shows him to have been
of high Northumbrian birth. 3 Canon William Greenwell sug-
gested4 tliat Uchtred the father of this Dolfin was Uchtred the
son of Maldred who, with his brother Robert, and Edgar, a
bastard of Earl Gospatric II (d. 1139), raided the lands of the
monks of Durham from the Northumberland side in 1138. 5

Greenwell's suggestion is that this Maldred (Uchtred's father)
was the brother of Gospatric I (d. circa 1075) and son of Maldred
the brother of King Duncan. This theory lacks proof and is not
free from difficulty, though a fresh argument for it has recently
been adduced by Mr G. A. Moriarty. 6

"The repetition of names makes some close relationship likely,
but it may have been through a female line and, as Round
notes, `one cannot . . . be too careful . . . in identifying two
individuals of the same 'Christian names, when in these northern
districts the names in question were so widely borne'. The prob-
lem may yet be solved; and a pedigree which gives the King-
Maker, Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick and Salisbury (d.
1471), and the extant line of the Marquess of Abergavenny a
male descent from Niall of the Nine Hostages would indeed be
a genealogical phenomenon." 7

If it be now assumed that the Dunbar tenant, Ketel
son of Dolfin of Leitholme, was (probably) younger son
of the Durham baron, Dolfin fitz Uctred of Staindrop
(Raby), an interesting situation at once emerges. The
identity of Uctred, Dolfin of Staindrop's father, is indeed
uncertain; but it should be noted that apparently he had
not been Dolfin's predecessor at Staindrop, which would
seem to have been the maritagium of Dolfin's wife Alice
(Adelicia), the niece or daughter of Bishop Ranulf Flam-
bard (vide the Duchess of Cleveland's Battle Abbey Roll

' J. H. Round, Feudal England (1909) 490; G.E.C. ix 494.
History of Northumberland vii 1904, pedigree facing 104. A variant

theory is referred to by W. A. Littledale, Antiq. bourn. ii (1922) 211.
8 The Priory of Hexham, Surtees Soc. xliv (1863) 95.
' New England Hist. Gen. Register cvi (1952) 186-190.
' My sincere thanks are due to my friend, Dr Wagner, and to his pub-

lishers, the Clarendon Press, for their kind permission to make this quota-
tion.
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ii 344) . Meanwhile, as has been seen, Prior Richard of
Hexham records that Uctred and Robert, sons of Maldred,
with Edgar Unnithing, younger son of Earl Gospatric
II of Dunbar, crossed from Northumberland to raid the
lands of the monks of Durham in 1139 (Northumberland
Co. History vii 104). Moreover, an Ulkil son of Maldred
witnessed charters in Berwickshire of Earl Gospatric II
before 1138 (Balfour Paul, The Scots Peerage iii 241) ;
and it is not inconceivable that he was a still earlier holder
under the Dunbars of the lands of Leitholme, in which
he may well have been succeeded by Ketel son of Dolfin
(fitz Uctred), his probable great-nephew. Mr Moriarty,
in his brilliant paper on the early Nevilles, emphasizes
that Winlaton, co. Durham, was owned by a certain
Maldred circa 1o82-84, 8 and that this same manor long
continued to be among the estates of Dolfin fitz Uctred's
descendants ("The Origin of Nevill of Raby", New Eng-
land Hist. Gen. Register (1952) 186-19o). If Maldred of
Winlaton had possessed Leitholme too (as it now seems
only logical to suppose that he did), then the descent of
the Nevilles — not to mention that of the first thanes
of Leitholme and Great Strickland — from the great
house of Dunbar (which was a branch of the ancient
royal line of Scotland) need no longer be doubted !

Finally, we must again notice that Ketel son of Dolfin
of Leitholme, who flourished between about 115o and
118o, was seemingly related to the de Lancaster lords of
Kendal (the descendants of Gilbert, brother of Ketel son
of Eldred) — under whom he and his Strickland heirs
held the manor of Great Strickland and half the manor
of Sockbridge. 9 Can Eldred or Ethelred, the late 11th

' The evidence for this was adduced by Sir William Gibson in "The
Manor of Winlaton", AA4 xxiii (194.5) 8-26. See also W. A. Littledale,
"The Seal of Robert fitz Meldred", Antiq. Journ., ii (1922) 211-217. It is
there pointed out (in a further note furnished by Dr C. H. Hunter Blair)
that Robert fitz Maldred had possessed a younger brother, Gilbe rt, who
assumed the surname of Hansard : this interesting detail appears to be
new to the Neville pedigree.

s The consanguinity may be presumed from the fact that both families
used the peculiar Christian name of "Ketel".
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century founder of this family, have also been derived
from the princely Dunbars ? Quite possibly so, although
definite evidence is lacking.► 10 At any rate, the early
Washingtons (both at Washington, co. Durham, where
they were barons of the palatinate, and also the junior
offshoot settled at Carnforth in Warton, co. Lancs., due
to a lucky marriage with a Strickland lady in 1292), bore
a coat of arms that appears plainly based on the de
Lancaster shield (see W. Jackson, Papers and Pedigrees
relating to Cumberland and Westmorland (1892) i
99)

Now these Washingtons themselves were of Dunbar
stock; since their founder in Durham in 1184, Sir William
of. Washington (fitz Patric), was paternal grandson of
Earl Gospatric III (see Washington, Early Westmorland
M.P.s, 1258-1327 (Kendal, 1959) v-vi). Moreover, Mil-
burn in Westmorland was held for many years by the
Earls of Durbar, and here the de Lancasters were the
Earls' undertenants. Nor is this all. For the subsequent
Lancashire Washingtons, squires of Tewitfield in Warton
(and ancestors of America's George Washington), were
sprung, as I firmly believe, from Agnes de Washington,
the heiress of the Carnforth branch, and her husband
Edmund Laurence of Ashton Hall (d. 1381), who in
turn came of a cadet line of the de Lancasters of Sock-
bridge in Kendal and thus could claim direct male descent
from Eldred (V.C.H. Lancs. viii, 51, 52, 163-164, and

10 It is worth noticing that Eldred (Elftred), besides holding the lord-
ships of Kendal and Workington, was also — it may be supposed — the
thane of Culwen in Galloway; and according to Denton these Galloway
lands were "granted" (probably meaning confirmed) to Eldred's descendants
by Roland of Galloway at the end of the 12th century (cf. Wigtownshire
Charters, ed. R. C. Reid, Scottish History Society, 1960, p. xxv). A pedigree
dated 1725 at Workington Hall states that Thomas, son of Gospatric (d.
1200), acquired Culwen (now Colvend, a seaport parish in Kirkcudbright-
shire) through a first wife, Amabilis, daughter and heiress of Thomas de
Culwen, younger son of Uctred, prince of Galloway (d. 1174) ; see J. F.
Curwen, Curwen of Workington (1928) 30. Amabilis and her father, how-
ever, are alike mythical : Thomas son of Gospatric's only authentic wife was
Grace de Beauchamp, by whom he left two sons: (1) Thomas fitz Thomas,
whose wife was named Ela and who d.s.p.m. in 1242-43. (2) Sir Patric
de Culwen (or Curwen), M.P. for Westmorland in October 1258 (see
Washington, Early Westmorland M.P.s, 1258-1327, 24-26).
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Washington, The English Washingtons, now in press). 11

My best thanks for much kind help and advice are due to
Mr Moriarty; as well as to Mr Henry Hornyold-Strickland
of Sizergh, the late Sir Edmund Craster, and Mr John G.
Hunt.

ORIGIN OF THE "STARS AND STRIPES" .
NOTE : Not only was there a de Lancaster-Dunbar entente

in Westmorland viâ Milburn (held by the Dunbar earls of the
barony of Appleby), but I have ascertained that there was like-
wise an early de Lancaster-Washington tenurial link there
through the manor of Routhworth in Kendal; and it is to this
last-named circumstance, I feel sure, that the resemblance be-
tween the Washington and de Lancaster shields was due. For
the Plea Rolls reveal that Robert de Washington (younger son
of Sir Walter of Durham, son of the first Sir William) held
Routhworth from the barony of Kendal in 1278 — presumably
by descent from his father — and was dead by 1293, leaving
a widow Julian. He evidently had two sons : (a) Robert, M.P.
for Westmorland in 1300, who married in 1292 Joan de Strick-
land (heiress of Carnforth), whence came the Laurences of
Ashton who inherited Routhworth and also the Tewitfield
Washingtons, etc.; (b) John, who married circa 1293 Elizabeth
de Burneside (heiress of Halhead Hall in Kendal), from whom

11 The later Washingtons of Sulgrave Manor, Northants., quartered the
Laurence arms, besides consistently using "Laurence" as a Christian name;
and a quarterly shield of Washington and Laurence (15th century glass,
supposedly from Cartmel Priory) is still to be found in the east window of
St. Martin's, Windermere. These were probably the arms of John de
Washington of Carnforth, betrothed in 1382 to Joan de Croft, the young
heiress of Tewitfield; this couple were the great-great-great-grandparents
of Laurence Washington of Warton, the grantee of Sulgrave Manor in
1539 (cf. Canon Solloway's "The Washington Arms at Windermere", in
Rev. Euston J. Nurse's History of Windermere Parish Church (1919) 103-
119). I strongly suspect John de Washington, above-named, to be identical
with John (born 1372), second son of Edmund Laurence and his heiress-
wife, Agnes de Washington; the descendants of their eldest son, Sir Robert
Laurence of Ashton and Carnforth (1371-1439) — viz. the Gerards and the
Dukes of Hamilton — continually quartered Laurence with Washington.
It is a curious fact that there was a famous contemporary John de Washing-
ton, born 1371-72 (died 1451), who became Prior and acting Bishop of
Durham, and whom a later legend identified with that scandalous but
apochryphal 15th century Englishman, "Pope John XXIII". However,
John, husband of Joan de Croft, was seemingly dead by 1408, leaving a
son John, whose son Robert of Tewitfield (d. 1483) is called "son of
John" in a Lancs. plea roll of 1466, which also records his marriage to
Elizabeth, widow of Robert Lambertson of Warton. It may be recollected
that President George Washington's elder brother was Laurence Washing-
ton of Mount Vernon, Virginia.
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were derived the later Washingtons of Halhead and of Adwick-
le-Street, co. Yorks. The names of Robert, John and Sir Walter
II de Washington (born circa 1270) occur together in a Westmor-
land Plea Roll entry of 1296. Strangely enough, the first Robert
of 1278 had owned land in the Northumberland manor of Mil-
burn, near Newcastle; whilst the Westmorland Milburn was
temporarily acquired by a Durham John de Washington through
his wife, Dame Aline de Lancaster of Howgill, in 1362. How-
ever, the Washingtons' original arms, which appear on their
earliest seals, were not the "Stars and Stripes" but the Scottish
lion of the house of Dunbar.

CORRIGENDUM : Ada, wife of Ketel de Letham (named in the
Durham Liber Vitae with Earl Patric, etc.), was evidently the
wife of the second Ketel, not of his father Ketel son of Dolfin
(ex inf. Miss Ruth Donaldson-Hudson, F.R.Hist.S., of Naworth
Castle, Brampton).
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