
ART. XVIII.—The Church and State : Letters from 
William Nicolson, Archdeacon and Bishop of 
Carlisle, to Col. James Grahme of Levens Hall, 
Westmorland. Member of Parliament. By ANNETTE 
BAGOT, F.S.A. 

Read at Kendal, April 2nd, 1966. 

-DURING the period of this correspondence (1700-  
1717), the close political association of William 

Nicolson and James Grahme was lessened, but the 
personal friendship of the two men remained. In 1700, 
William Nicolson as Archdeacon of Carlisle, was doing 
everything in his power to ingratiate himself with Col. 
Grahme as the Colonel's brother William was then Dean 
of Carlisle, and was thought a certainty for the Bishopric 
when it should become vacant on the death of the ailing 
Bishop Smith. Nicolson hoped that he would then succeed 
to the Deanery through the good offices of both the 
Grahme brothers. In the event, William Grahme was un-
able to accept the Bishopric (see footnote 15) and Nicolson 
became Bishop of Carlisle.' William Grahme eventually 
became Dean of Wells, and Chaplain to Queen Anne. 

After this, Bishop Nicolson continued to support the 
Grahme cause, though with slightly diminished ardour. 
It will be noticed from these letters that not only were 
clergy given livings in accordance with the way they cast 
their votes, but that they were actively encouraged to 
canvass for their member. Any post held under the Crown 
was in jeopardy if the holder voted for the wrong side, 

' Though Parliament was not dissolved until December 1700, election 
plans were already in the air, and Nicolson was active in supporting the 
candidature of Col. Grahme's son Henry and Sir Christopher Musgrave. It 
was being put about that the Colonel and his son were not members of 
the Church of England. For a letter written by the Colonel on 9 September 
refuting these allegations see H.M.C. Toth report, appx. iv 335. 
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and indeed, elsewhere in Colonel Grahme's letters there 
is a list of his tenants with a cross against those who 
voted for the Colonel's opponent and a covering note 
from his agent to enquire whether any action should be 
taken against them. Political freedom was in the far 
distant future. 

No. 1. Oct. 14. 1700. 
Sr, 

I have seen the Copy of a Letter you were pleas'd to send to 
Sr. Chrisr Musgrave;1  and you have here enclos'd what I have 
thought convenient to write (in my own name) to as many of 
the Westmerland-Clergy as are members of this Diocese. I dare 
not pretend to offer any Advice of mine to those in the Barony. 
If you will suffer me to offer you my Opinion of your writeing 
any new Circular Letters, I think 'tis needless. You have lately 
wrote a very good one; and, if that were well heeded, there 
could be no occasion for a second. This of mine will serve the 
Country a while for a Paper-Diversion. The most effectual 
services which your Son can do himself and his Interests, on 
this Occasion, will be his constant Stirring amongst them that 
he thinks most wavering; and his bringing 'em over by his 
own Oratory, of which he has lately shewn himself so great 
a master. 

I am Sr. 
Your most humble and faithful servi. 

WILL. NICOLSON. 

Enclosure in foregoing letter. 
Sr. 

I am a little Surpriz'd to hear that those Calumnies reis'd 
against Mr. H. Graham should still continue to find some credit 
in your County. I am able to assure you that there cannot be 
a more impudent Slander than that neither his father nor he 
are Members of our Communion; and I was in hopes that men 
of the Best Merit, and most liberal Education, would (at some 
time or other) meet with a due Respect in Westmerland. To 
suffer the late popular Clamours to deprive you once more of 
the Services of Persons: of the greatest A'billities, cannot surely 
be consistent with the Principles either of Religion or Policy : 
Since (were the Reports of the kind as true as they are pre-
tended to be) 'fis the known business of the Laws., both of 
God and the King, to bring Sinners to Repentance. 
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Whoever represents you in Parliament must take the Oath 
of Allegiance, and subscribe the Association. These are all the 
Securities requir'd by the Government; And (give me leave 
to say it) I can hardly think that man to be a good Xtian or 
a Loyal Subject, that expects any farther Satisfaction on this 
Head. An earnest desire to see you all Unanimous in the true 
Interests of the Establish'd Church and State-Government, in 
your Loyalty to His present Majesty, and in your just con-
tempt of all Uncharitable Surmises (invented and promoted 
by men of particular and Narrow Designs) has occasion'd this 
trouble from, Sr. etc. W.N. 

No. 2. Dec. 1700. 
Honoured Sir, 

When your Letter came hither I was at Carlisle, in attend-
ance on Mr. Dean;2  who must be answerable for my engageing 
so late in the Services I have since been upon. On Munday I 
began a Circuit in the Bottome of Westmerland. The enclos'd 
Address was handed to Sr. Chris.r. on Wednesday in the Even-
ing, at a Privy-Sessions. I made so much hast to bring it to 
Woodside (hearing of the Meeting there by chance) that I was 
forced to omit the tendering it to some few Gentlemen and 
Clergymen in the Western Corner of the County; But all I met 
with, of both sorts, subscrib'd so very readily, that I cannot 
but hope that these will conclude the rest. Sr. Chris. was 
pleas'd to acquaint those that were with him that (though this 
paper was a perfect Surprize to him, and indeed it was) he 
would do his countrey the best service in. Perliament he could, 
if they voluntarily chose him; but was resolv'd not to offer 
himself anywhere. This was allow'd to be as much as they 
desired: So that I take it for granted he will be (Nemine 
Contradicente) one of your Kts. in the next Parliament.3  The 
language of the Petition shews you that it was first intended 
onely for the men of my own Coat : But on my first setting 
foot in the Country, Mr. Crackenthorpe kindly offer'd to joyn 
with them; and the rest follow'd his Example. I hope both 
the Gentlemen and Clergy of the Barony will do something like 
it. Dr. Fleming4  was present when I read the paper to Sr. 
Chris.r. and so were (two of the Subscribers) Mr. Brathwait & 

2  i.e. William Grahme (1686-1704), Dean of Carlisle, the Colonel's brother. 
3  Parliament was dissolved in December 1700 and at the ensuing election 

in January 1705 the successful candidates were Sir Christopher Musgrave 
and Henry Grahme. 

4 Henry Fleming, son of Sir Daniel. 
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Mr. Bird. There were also several of the Chief Constables and 
other Freeholders, who seem'd mightily to approve This 
manner of chooseing a Representative in Parliament and 
generally to approve of the person nam'd to them. 

I suppose Mr. Dean is now with you. You will please to give 
my Duty to him; and let him know that I hope he'l parole for 
me that no services to your self or Son shall be wanting which 
are in the Power of 

Sir, 
Your most faithful Serv't 

WILL. NICHOLSON. 

Enclosure in foregoing letter. 
Wee whose names are hereunto subscribed, being truely 

sensible of the great support which the Established Church of 
England hath ever had from such Members of the House of 
Commons as are most heartily affected to Her just and Legal 
Interests, and gratefully recollecting the many good Offices 
which have heretofore been done Her in Parliamt by Sr Chrisr 
Musgrave Kt. and Bart. do hereby make it our humble and 
Unanimous Request to the said Sr C. M. that he will (once more) 
be pleas'd to represent this County of Westmerland; promise-
ing, that, whenever it shall be His Majesty's pleasure to call 
a new parliament, we will use out utmost endeavours that all 
our Neighbouring Freeholders may do the Church and themselves 
so much Right as freely to concurr with us in so Advantageous 
and Honourable a Choice. Witness our hands the 2d  day of 
Deer. 17oo. 

The Subscribers to this Address (or Petition) are : 
Richd Crackenthorp. 
Richd Brathwait. 
James Bird. 
Chrisr. Hilton. 
John Atkinson. 
Tho. Robinson. 
Tho. Carlton. 
Jonathan Banks. 
Hugh Machell. 
John Nevinson 
Ed. Wickins Rr  of Kirkbythore. 
Barn. Sympson Rr  of L. Marton. 
J. Lindsey Rr  of Dufton. 
Ja. Lamb Vicar of Appleby. 
John Atkinson Vicar of Kirkby St. 
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Joh. Symson Rr of Ormeshead. 
Tho. Denton Rr  of Crosby-Garret. 
Jos. Fisher Vicar of Burgh. 
Chrisr. Thornton Rr  of Musgrave. 
Riche' Ward Vicar of Warcopp. 
Roger Kenyon Vicar at Orton. 
Ri. Shepherd Rr of Clibburn. 
Tho. Jackson Rr  of Newbiggin. 

No. 3. Dec. io. 1700. 
Sr, 

I am Very glad that you do so well approve of the Address 
I sent you; and that there is a prospect of haveing the like 
carry'd on in the Barony of Kendale. 

Sr. D.F. was at Edenhall on friday last; when Sr. Chrisr 
happened to be at Rose. He was pleas'd to furnish my Lady 
with some Arguments to prevail with Her Husband to decline 
the thoughts of goeing any more to Parliament; saying — That 
He now grew old, and 'twas high time to retire, etc. Her Lady-
ship reply'd — All this She had urg'd heretofore to Sr. D. 
himself; who, a few years agoe, assur'd Her that there was a 
Necessity for his goeing up and She must resolve to submit. 
She could not tell, she said whether there might not be the 
same Necessity now; and therefore she should not pretend to 
interpose. I dare say (and, I hope, without Offence) that he is 
every way as able to engage in that Service as any Major of 
Train'd Bands in the King's Dominions. 

The Churchyard Memorial is so very dull and Dead, so fit 
for the place where it has been publish'd that I cannot but 
think you have done it too great an honour in answering it. 
Had they put it into Meeter it might have had some Charms; 
and I should have hoped that your Son would have reply'd 
to it in better Measures than any of his Adversaries are Masters 
of : But, in Bad Prose, it's so very innocent and harmless a 
thing that 'twas a pity to meddle with it. 

Yesterday I sent a Copy of the Petition to those Clergymen, 
in the Western parts of your County, whom I had no Opportun-
ity of seeing the last week. They have all subscrib'd it, save 
one; and he has promis'd to come to me, with his Scruples, 
very Shortly. 

I heartily wish your Lady a good Recovery. Mr. Dean,6  it 
5  Sir Daniel Fleming, who was 67 at this time and died the following 

year, Sir Christopher Musgrave, 4th baronet, was only a year older. He 
survived Fleming by three years. 

6  William Grahme. He had been staying presumably at Hutton-in-the-
Forest with his mother, Lady Mary Fletcher. 
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seems, went not from. Hutton before Saturday. I am his humble 
Servant and Mr. Grahme's and alwaies 'Sr. 

Yours very faithfully 
WILL. NICOLSON. 

If Mr. Dean will do me the Honour to take a Lodgeing here in 
his return, towards the end of the week, I will wait on him to 
Carlile. 

No. 4. Appleby Jan 23 [ 	] 
Honoured Sir, 

Your Servant finds me here at Appleby, putting a boy under 
the Tuition of (your Burgage-Tenant and my old friend) Mr. 
Banks. 

I am, Sir, intirely of your Opinion of the Necessity there is 
for Sir Christopher's Respects to his own Countrey : And I have 
the courage to hope that He is so too. I assure you I shall con-
tinue the offering of my thoughts. to Him to this purpose, as 
long as he continues with us in the Countrey; nor will I forget 
to remind,  him of the particular Regards that are to be paid to 
the Town of Kendale. 

Mr. Atkinson, Mr. Robinson, Etc. are with us; wishing your 
health. My humble service attends Mr. Graham; and I shall 
try to bring Sir 'Christopher your Road, to bear him company 
to the House of Commons. 

I am Sir, ever your most humble servant 
WILL. NICOLSON. 

No. 5. June 27th 1701. 
Hond. Sir, 

Mr. Dean, being (as he is alwaies) very full of business, corn-
mands me to acquaint you that our good Bishop has been 
pleas'd to order ten Guinneas towards the procureing a new 
Organ at Kendale;8  and that Mr. Dean himself, and his Chapter, 
have added 5 more. 

Give me Leave, Sir, to take this Opportunity of acquainting 
you likewise with our joynt waiting on the Bishop on behalf 
of Mr. Man; and our procureing His Lordship's ready Assur- 

7 Jonathan Banks, a Cumbrian, of Pembroke Hall, Cambridge, head-
master of St Bees School 1681-1686, when he was appointed headmaster of 
Appleby Grammar School, holding the post until his death in 1721. 

8  For this organ see Cornelius Nicholson, The Annals of Kendal 5o. 
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ances. of His favour to him on the first Opportunity : Nor will 
Dr. Tilham's song be forgotten. 

Wishing your Health, & my Lady's etc. 
I am ever Sir, 

Your very faithful servant, 
WILL. NICOLSON. 

No. 6. April 2nd 1702. 
Hond. Sir 

I am obl.ig'd to give you my humible thanks for two of your 
Letters, which I have had since I came home. What I gave you 
the trouble of from Rose, by the last post, would be a full 
Answer to the Contents of yours which came hither yesterday. 
No Interests of mine, Sir, are of that consideration that they 
can (or ought) to create the least misunderstanding betwixt Sir 
Chris'. Musgrave and your self : Nor shall I pretend to put my 
Services, or pretensions, in the Ballance with Mr. Dean's. 

Onely, If his Twenty years attendance on Her Majesty deserve 
(as no doubt, it does) Her first Regards, I would humbly hope 
that my One and Twenty years discharge of my Duties in this 
Diocese may honestly claim some Secondary Advancement. All 
that I shall ever desire of your self, or my other good friends, 
is even less: than you have thought for me. I shall not aim at 
succeeding Mr. Dean in all his present Preferments. Indeed, to 
deal openly with you, I think the Deanry alone is a Dignity 
which cannot support itself; and therefore ought to have the 
Prebend of Durham annex'd to it. I have been long sensible 
what a misfortune 'tis to be in an Ecclesiastical post of Honour, 
without pay. The promotion of Mr. Dean to the Bishoprick, 
and my self to his Deanry & Prebend (I do not desire his Live-
ing) will make way for the Advancement of some more of your 
friends.lo 

I met with Dr. Tilham, in my way home, at Burgh : And 
have assur'd him of the best service I can do for his Son. The 

9 Presumably John Tillam, son of Joshua Tillam. A St John's College, 
Cambridge graduate, he was ordained by the Bishop of Carlisle in 1699 
and priested in 1700. See the next letter and that of 11 April 1702. 

10 Thomas Smith, Bishop of Carlisle, was dying and it was confidently 
expected that his successor would be William Graham, who had held the 
first prebendal stall at Durham since 1684, the rectory of Whickham, co. 
Durham since 1685, and the Deanery of Carlisle since 1686. Nicolson 
clearly aspired to the Deanery, and to the stall at Durham. This promotion 
would have left vacant the Archcleaconry of Carlisle, and Nicolson's 
prebendal stall at Carlisle. 
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Dean's L'5  for Mr. Bird at Wetheral,11  and, to Mr. Wibergh" 
to entertain him at Goldbeck, will set this matter at quiet. 

I am ever Sir, 
Your most faithful 

WILL. NICOLSON. 
My Lord B. is not dead: But, instead of that, appears much 
more Lively this morning than he has been for a week past. 
However, His Recovery is still wholly despair'd of. 

No. 7. April iith 17oz. 
Sir, 

Your last kind letter was (in Effect) answer'd before it came 
to hand; so that you'l the more readily pardon this late 
acknowledgement. 

I most heartily, Sir, and gratefully concurr with whatever 
Measures Sir Chris". and you agree on : And, since you put me 
upon the freedome, will humbly offer my thoughts on the 
Changes that may happen on this Occasion, if matters succeed 
according to your hopes. Supposeing Mr. Dean's Liveing go with 
his other Preferments, there will be three Vacancies for the 
gratifying of your other friends. The Prebend in the Church 
of Carlile (if such happen to be void) will be very acceptable 
to Mr. Gibbon,13  who has liv'd in your family; and who is as 
able and as well inclin'd as any Clergyman in this Diocese, to 
serve your Interests. Mr. Fisher's14  extraordinary Worth and 
Learning will (beyond controversy) entitle him to a Vacant 
Dignity; which will be the most easy and acceptable Prefer-
ment to him in the World. His Advancement will not be repin'd 
at by any of your friends in his Neighbourhood; who wil rather 
be thereby encouraged to hope for favour in their proper Turns. 
There will also be a pretty good Liveing; which, by a wise 
Remove or two, may make room for one or more besides Mr. 
Tilham. 

All this, Sir, with Submission; and in Obedience to your own 
Command. My Lord Bishop, I believe, is yet alive; tho' it was 

11 See footnote 21. 
12 The Rev. Jeffrey Wybergh became rector of Caldbeck at the begin-

ning of 1701. 
13 Thomas Gibbon, son of a London draper and Fellow of St John's 

College, Cambridge, became rector of Greystoke in 1693 at the age of 24. 
Preferment did not come his way on the shuffle caused by Bishop Smith's 
death, but he did eventually (in 1713) become Dean of Carlisle, dying three 
years later. 

14 Joseph Fisher, a contemporary of Nicolson's at Queen's, Oxford, 
succeeded to the Archdeaconry of Carlisle, and died at the age of 5o in 1704. 
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not expected yesterday that he would have surviv'd the last 
night. Things look fair, towards our next Parliament, in both 
Counties. 

I am, Sir 
Your most humble servant 

WILL. NICOLSON. 

No. 8. Carlile, Apr. 16. 17oz. 
Sir, • 

By the last post I gave you an Aoc't of my Lord Bishop's 
death."' Since that, I have the favour of two Letters from you; 
in both which you are pleas'd to hint to me that Mr Dean has 
alter'd his purposes of accepting this Bishoprick. I am, you 
may be assur'd, far from being comforted with such a Relation; 
since it removes (at once) the most flattering prospect wch I 
ever had in my Life. But — God be thank' d., I can readily 
submit to providence and the good pleasure of my best friends. 

All things here look towards peace in the City, and war in 
the County. Mr Lowther" desires to be excus'd at the next 
Election; and my L.C.17  recommends onely his Cousin Howard. 
I heartily wish that His Lship's demands had risen no higher 
in the Shire : But, since He's resolv'd to appoint both our 
Knights, I am afraid we shall be so unmannerly as to grant him 
neither. 

I was under some Apprehensions that my Lord Bishop's death 
might have put a stop to my visitting the Clergy of Westmerland 
the next week : But, having immediately sent for powers from 
York, I am now in a Condition to go on with my work; and 
shall have the design'd opportunity of considering with them 
the severe treatment which some of our friends met with at 
the last Election. 

15 Thomas Smith, who had been Bishop of Carlisle since 1684, died at 
Rose 12 April 1702, aged 78, and was buried in Carlisle Cathedral five 
days later. 

The reason why William Grahme no longer wished to succeed Bishop 
Smith is given in a letter written by the Rev. John Younger, Canon of 
St Paul's, who was married to a cousin of William Graham. The letter, 
among the Netherby muniments, is dated 4 May 1702, and explains that 
since William could not hold his prebend of Durham with the Bishopric 
of Carlisle, he preferred to give up all thoughts of the latter, since the 
income of the see alone would have beggared him. 

This decision meant that none of Grahme's preferments became vacant, 
and Nicolson's hopes of becoming Dean of Carlisle vanished. 

16 James Lowther, who succeeded his brother in the baronetcy in 1731. 
He had been member for Carlisle for nearly ten years, and was out of the 
House of Commons from 1702 until he was returned for Cumberland in 
1708. 

17 Lord Carlisle. His cousin was Philip Howard, who was bottom of the 
poll at the election in July 1702. 
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I most humbly thank you, Sr for the Assurances which you 
are pleas'd to give of your Continueing (on all occasions) to 
support my Interests. I can onely, in Return, wish that I had 
Abillities to serve you and your Family. The little powers I 
have are sure to be employ'd in such a manner as becomes 

Sir, 
Your most oblig'd servt. 

WILL. NICOLSON. 

No. 9. May 4th 17oz. 
Sir, 

You may be ass.ur'd no Services of mine will be wanting in 
Westmerland.'8  I spoke my thoughts (openly and home) to the 
Clergy, in a full Body, at Appleby; and I have since travail'd 
about, as much as my present State of health would allow me. 
I have been tormented with a Rheumatism for a fortnight past; 
and am yet very far from being at Ease. 

I wrote to Dr. Tilham in as kind Terms as I could express 
my self; and, if Mr. Dean would have assisted, by writeing (as 
he promis'd) to the Chapter and Mr. Wybergh, I had (by this 
time) answer'd his hopes effectually. I have good hopes of bring-
ing the two Nevinsons into Mr. Grahame's Interests; tho' I 
despair of Mr. Dawes. However — some of the chief men about 
Barton will do well. I confess, I am so sanguine as to hope that 
Sir Christopher and your Son will meet with no manner of 
Opposition at the next Election. Dr. Fl. declares he'l stickle 
no more. 

At Appleby there are a couple of Excise-men lately preferr'd; 
whose friends (purely on the Account of their getting into Office) 
deserted your Interest. I hope care is taken that the fear of 
loseing these places may bring all those voices into your List, 
against the next Opportunity. 

I never doubted, Sir, of your Good wishes, and Mr. Dean's, 
and shall make it my constant endeavour to deserve the con-
tinuance of 'em. I have a Letter this day, at the same moment 

18  The Parliament elected in January 170I was dissolved in the following 
May. At the election in December 1701 Henry Grahme and Sir Christopher 
Musgrave stood again, but Sir Christopher was defeated. He was, how-
ever, elected for Totnes. This Parliament was dissolved in May 1702 and 
at the election which followed, Henry retained his seat and Sir Christopher 
was also elected. He died in 1704. At the May 1702 election Henry's father 
was returned as one of the two members for Appleby, sitting until 1708. 
He was then elected for Westmorland, his son Henry having died in 1706, 
and continued to sit until 1727. 
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with yours, which positively avers that Mr. Robinson" (the 
Resident in Sweden) will be our Bishop. I have not had a Line 
from Grey's Inn this week. 

I am, Sir, Your ever faithful servant, 
WILL. NICOLSON. 

No. Io. Jul. 22. 1702. 
Sir, 

T have given Dl' Tilham and his son all the Encouragement I 
possibly could; having assur'd them both that no friend of Sr 
Chr. Musgrave's and yours shall ever want a proper assistance 
from me. 

Mr Aglionby fears that he cannot wait on you to morrow. 
Whilst he was with me, this afternoon, he had a Summons fro' 
the D. of Somerset's Officers to attend the Cockermouth-Election 
on Saturday next. 

I heartily wish you and Mr Grahme all happiness and Success, 
and am ever 

Sir, 
Your very faithful servi. 

W. CARLIOL. 

No. II. Sept. 15. 17oz. 
Sr. 

Your long stateing of matters at Appleby hinder'd me from 
waiting on you, as I design'd and returning my thanks for your 
generous present of Vennison which gave me an Opportunity of 
makeing my Acknowledgements to you, in the Company of a 
great many of your humble servants, in several parts of the 
Diocese. 

I discours'd Dr. Tilham at Kirkby Stephen and assur'd him 
of my persevereing Resolutions to befriend his Son, who (for 
the present) is settled at Crosby-Garret. Till your mind., Sr. is 
quiet in that particular, mine is like to have no ease. 

The prorogation will give me leave to stay the Sessions. As 
soon as those are over, I purpose (God willing) to steer my 
course Southward by the way of Levens; where your Commands 
will oblige 

Sr. Your ever faithful Servant 
WILL. CARLIOL. 

19 John Robinson (1650-1723), for whom see DNB. Nicolson's informa-
tion was wrong : Robinson stayed in Sweden, not returning to England 
until he became Dean of Windsor in 1709. In the following year he became 
Bishop of Bristol. On the day that Nicolson wrote this letter the Rev. 
John Younger wrote to Reginald Graham, telling him that Nicolson was 
to be Bishop of Carlisle. Nicolson was elected Bishop on i3 May. 
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No. 12. Sep. 18. 1702. 
Sir, 

When I gave you the trouble of a letter, in the beginning 
of the week, I was in such a Hurry that I forgot the better 
half of what I had to write. 

I ought then to have acquainted you that I lately met with 
an Officer in the Excise, who is very apprehensive (and, with 
very good reason) of your resentment of some behaviour of his 
father's and himself. Tis John Machel's son of Appleby; who-
it seems, was engag'd by Mr Bains against you in the late 
Election for the Burrough. He has since marry'd a Daughter 
of Mr Threlkeld of Aikton;20  who has ever been firm in the 
services of the House of Hayton, and as hearty in his good 
wishes to Sr Chris" Musgrave's Family and yours in the County 
of Westmerland. You cannot, Sr, wish an Enemy worse treat-
ment than he has given the young Fellow; who now solemnly 
promises (both his Father in Law and me) that he will entirely 
serve your Interests for the Future. Upon this Repentance 
(which, truely, I take to be very Sincere) I promis'd to become 
his Advocate to you; and to make it my humble Request, as 
I doe, that you will suffer him to continue in his Employment. 
rBy this you'l gain an Enemy, the young man himself; and 
oblige his Father in Law, who has ever been (and alwaies will 
be) your true Friend and Servant. 

I know, Sr, very well how much it concerns me to bring ten 
Guinneas more from my great neighbour to the Organ : But, 
in this point especially, He's past my encountring. I will, how-
ever, venture on the Engagement (terrible as it is) and bring 
you the Result. I suppose you will not leave the Conntrey till 
some time after the sessions. As far as I am able to determine 
wth  my self, I propose to be in the Barony as soon as I have 
taken the Test at Penrith. I am ever 

Sir, 
Your very much oblig'd, and, faithful servant 

W. CARLIOL. 

20 The Rev. Richard Threlkeld of Aikton in his will dated 12 October 
2706 leaves 5s. to his son-in-law John Machell and the same amount to his 
grandchild Mary Machell. Bridget, wife of IVIr Machell, exciseman, and 
their infant son John were buried at St Mary's, Carlisle, in July 2705. For 
the Baynes family see CW2 xxxv 31 ff. 
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No. 13. Oct. 5. 1702. 
Sir, 

I think I am now indebted to you for three of your last Kind 
Letters. One of 'em (of Sep.r 23) came not to my hand before 
Saturday last. How or where it had, rested so long by the way 
I know not. 

I am heartily desirous to do something for Dr  Tilham's Son; 
tho' I begin to suspect that 't will be hard for me ever to 
answer his father's Expectances. Mr Dean and: the Chapter con-
tinue their favour to Mr Bird,21  in bestowing on him the vacant 
Curacy of Wetheral. This makes room for his being entertain'd 
by Mr Wybergh; which was all that was lately design'd for 
him, and seem'd (then) to be acceptable enough: But, I suppose, 
his being already possess'd of as good (or better) a Salary at 
Crosby-Garret, will make him decline the thoughts of comeing 
to Caldbeck. He's much too young (in his very Countenance) 
to have a Parochial Charge committed to him; and, must be 
content to be, some years, under the Direction of another. 

I intended, Sr, to have waited on you at Levens on friday-
night. I could not do it sooner; being oblig'd to take the Test 
at our Cumberland-:Sessions on Wednesday, and to attend other 
necessary business on 'Thursday. Since you have resolv'd to 
begin your Journey on Saturday, I shall defer my Barony-Visit 
till the Spring; being loath to have it so lame, as 't would be 
after you have left the Countrey. The next month, God willing, 
I shall pay my Respects to you and your Family in Town. 

I have not a word more to offer in behalf of John Machel or 
his Son. I acquainted Mr Threlkeld with the Contents of your 
Letter on that subject; and prevail'd with him to go to Appleby, 
to manage his new Brother in Law at the Election of their 
Mayor. He went; and (I am satisfy' d) did what he was able : 
But — the man is in an entire Vassalage to Master Deputy; and 
there I leave him. 

Wishing you plenty of good weather in your Journey, and 
abundance of health after it, I am 

Sir, 
Your very much oblig'd and faithful servant, 

W. CARLIOL. 

21 The Rev. Isaac Bird, ordained in 1697 to the curacy of Caldbeck. He 
was given the curacy of Wetheral and Warwick by the Dean and Chapter 
of Carlisle at the end of 1702. Mr Wybergh was vicar of Caldbeck. 

X 
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No. 14. Rose, Apr. 15. 1703. 
Sir, 

I am indebted for a Couple of your kind Letters, since I gave 
you the trouble; of mine. Dr  Tillam ought to rest satisfy'd that 
I will never omit doeing for his son, what I am able and he's 
capable of; And this, I am sure is as great a length as his wiser 
patron will ever press me to goe. 

I humbly thank you, Sr, for the pains you have been pleas'd 
to take on my man Will's account. I hope he'l manage to your 
satisfaction. You are so very throng (provideing, I hope, in good 
earnest for a Northern Journey) that I'le onely add my good 
wishes for your health & speed in your comeing towards us, and 
that I am ever 

Sir, 
Your very faithful serv.t 

W. CARLIOL. 

No. 15. Rose, Oct. II.  1703 . 
Sir, 

The great favour and honour you were pleas'd to do me in 
your late Visit at Rose22  requires an Acknowledgement of an-
other Nature than (I am afraid) I shall be able to make in 
hast. Gladly would I pay my Respects at Levens, before you 
leave it: But .private and close must be the Word with me this 
Winter, for many Reasons; the chief of which I have already 
given you. 

Your Intelligences and mine differ much in their Acc.ts of 
Affairs abroad. Mine sayes the whole strength of the Waloun 
Fleetwill not amount to above 34 sail; and that 't is our great 
Desire that Sr  G. Rook may meet wth them in his way to 
Portugal. He assures me that the whole Sea-powers of France 
are not able to grapple wth us. 

My L. Carlile, I hear, leaves this Countrey tomorrow; and 
goes towards Morpeth. I have not been able to wait on His 
Lship; nor has He had leisure to visit Carlile. Dr  Todd will 
acquaint you what sort of a proposal he has made to Sr  Chrisr 
and his Son. 

Mr Jephson23  is very sensible of your great Kindness; and 
will tell you so himself. He very well deserves the Countenance 
you have show'd him, and will be a Credit to you. 

Yesterday I recd a Letter from the worthy Mayer of Appleby, 

22 Col. Grahme was at Rose on 1 October (CW2 xlvi 207). 
23 John Jephson of Carlisle was appointed supervisor of Excise in Leeds 

on 1 October 1703. See pp. 478-480. 
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written (as he tells me) at the Intercession of Alderman Grahme; 
who, with humble submission, has been a little imposed upon 
by one Hoggart, a lay Reader at Mardale, who (it seems) has 
had the confidence to report that he was turn'd out for giving 
his Vote for Sr C. M. & Ml Gr. at the last Election. I dare say, 
Very few will believe that the present Bp would think that so 
pernicious a Crime. The truth is — The man's a Black-smith; 
and the late Bishop tolerated his Reading prayers, till a more 
proper person could be gotten. They have now procur'd such 
an One;24  and the same persons who petition'd for Hoggart 
before (and who are Masters of the Salary) do now very justly 
request his being laid aside. Had they spited him for his Vote 
they might easily have punish'cl him for that in another manner. 
Wishing Health & Happiness to yr self & Family, I am ever 

Sir, 
Your very faithful serv.t 

W. CARLIOL. 

No. 16. Rose, Oct. 12. 1703. 
Sir, 

This morning I gave you the Trouble of a Letter, enclos'd 
to Dr  Archer,25  with a full Reply to the last I had the honour 
to receive from you. 

I must now again remind you of the promise you were pleas'd 
to make (at London) to Mr Wiltshire's26  brother; whose pre-
tensions being in the South, as you observ'd would not interfere 
with the Interests of your Northern Candidates. The Bearer is 
a very honest Clergyman, one that has alwaies been a Zealous 
servant of your Family and particularly respectful to your self. 
These Qualifications will abundantly plead for him, and any 
reasonable Request he makes on his brother's behalf : And I 
must beg leave to add that your favour to him will much oblige. 

Sir, 
Your truely faithful serv.t 

W. CARLIOL. 

24 Michael Sommers became curate of Mardale on 24 May 1703. 
25 Dr Archer of Kendal was brother of Nicolson's wife. 
26 From CW2 xlvi 207 it is clear that the "very honest clergyman", 

the bearer of this letter, was the Rev. Edward Wiltshire, who from 1685 
until 2730 was rector of Kirkandrew's upon Esk, a Graham living. 
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No. 17. Rose, Apr. zo. 1704. 

Sir, 
This comes very heartily to congratulate your safe return 

into the 'Countrey; a Respect which I hope to pay personally 
at Levens ere long. In order to it, I was yesterday drench'd 
with physick;27  and am. to be blooded to morrow. Whether these 
methods will Ibe able to take off those Symptoms of old Age 
that are dayly comeing upon me, I very much doubt: But I 
shall be abundantly thankful for such a Renewal (or small 
Recovery) of my strength as will go through with the Duties I 
ow to God and my friends. That health and happiness may 
ever attend you and your Family, is the prayer of 

Sir, 
Your very much obliged & most humble serv.t 

W. CARLIOL. 

No. 18. Appleby, May 12. 1704. 

Sir, 
With such. Tools as I can get I hastily return my thanks for 

your two Kind Letters. Very weary I am with yesterday's 
Toil;28  and utterly unable to reach the length of Levens. I 
hope to get strength to do that against the time that your 
son and Mr Dean come down. The Vicar of Orton29  was severely 
charg'd: But came off with flying 'Colours. Every body was 
satisfy'd that the prosecution was malitious; And he had 
Institution given him by consent of all the Clergy that were 
present. I am, with a very 'hearty Respect for your self and 
Family, 

Sir, 
Your ever faithful serv.t 

W. CARLIOL. 

No. 19. Kendale, Oct. 14. 1704. 
Sir, 

I had the favour of your Letter last night, as also that you 
were pleas'd to honour me wth  by Mr Dean of Wells;30  who 
oblig'd mewith his (Company at Rose on Wednesday last. It 

27 See CW2 1 116. On 19 April the Bishop took "a purge of manna and 
salts". For his indisposition at this time see his diary from 21 April. He 
was in his 49th year at this time. 

28  The Bishop is referring to his work at his Appleby visitation. 
29  The Rev. Thomas Nelson, evidence against whom was considered at 

Appleby on II May. 
30  William Graham, who left Carlisle for the Deanery of Wells in 1704. 
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will hardly be possible for me to pay my Respects at Levens 
before Monday-morning; when I am to call on my fellow-
Traveller (Mr Atkinson) who will wait on you this night or to 
morrow. 

With all due Regard to my Lady, Mr Grahme and the young 
Ladies, I am ever 

Sir, 
Your very much .oblig'd and most humble serv.t 

W. CARLIOL. 

No. 20. Rose, May 12. 1705 (to Mr Sheriff Hall) . 
Sir, 

The Bearer gives me the Opportunity of acquainting you that 
Monday — Sennight is the Day appointed for our Election at 
Carlile.3  i I hope it will not interfere with either of yours in 
Westmerland; because the Colonel has promis'd (if possible) to 
make one of our Electors, and we shall want his Help and 
Countenance. I wish, and hope, that our Friends may every 
where succeed; and am ever 

Sir, 
Your affectionate & humble servant 

W. CARLIOL. 

No. 21. Rose, May 14. 1705. 
Sir, 

I am directed by Mr Musgrave to give you as early notice as 
possible of our Election at Carlisle; which is now fix'd for 
Friday next. On Saturday I was assur'd that it would be this 
Day Sennight; and I wrote to Mr  Sheriff Hall32  to that purpose: 
But yesterday (the better day the better deed) our sheriff sent 
his precept to the Mayor, who is confin'd (you know) within 
Eight dayes. Your appearance amongst us would be a great 
encouragement, since we have to deal with Martial men. We 
also hope for those succours that are near you. My humble 
Respects to your self, the Knight and Ladies, concludes this 
hasty scribble from,  

Sir, 
Your very faithful serv.t 

W. CARLIOL. 

31  At this election General Stanwix and Sir James Montagu were re-
turned for Carlisle. Christopher Musgrave was defeated. 

32 John Hall, Under-Sheriff of Westmorland, died io July 1719. 
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No. 22 . Rose, Aug. 16. 1706. 
Sir, 

The Bearer gives me an opportunity of acknowledgeing the 
favour of your Letter from Greystock. 'Twould have been an 
Honour, greater than I could pretend a Title to, to have seen 
your self and all your company under my Roof : But I will 
venture to say, The Ladies would not have had a more hearty 
(tho' very homely) Respect paid them any where. 

Yesterday I had a Letter from the Dean of Wells, now at 
Windsor;33  who is very airy. Your Archdeacon succeeded here 
most flourishingly; haveing had the unanimous approbation of 
the Dean & the whole Chapter. With humble Respects & best 
wishes to your self & Family, I am 

Sir, 
Your ever oblig'd serv.t 

W. CARLIOL. 

No. 23. Rose, Apr. 3o. 1708. 
Sir 

In Reply to the Letter you are pleas'd to favour me with 
by the Bearer, I can onely say that the short of my Case is this : 

I had acquainted one Person in the Barony of Kendale, and 
another in the Bottome of Westmerland, that both the late 
Kts of the Shire were for the Church Bill; and that you thought 
fit to give your Vote against it. This was according to my first 
Information. I was afterwards assur'd, by your self, that you 
neither Voted for nor against the Bill; but onely stood neuter : 
And this. Representation of the matter I also communicated to 
my two Correspondents. This, as I take it, was a punctual 
performance of my promise. 

I shall alwaies, S," endeavour to behave my self with an open 
sincerity towards all Gentleman that oblige me with their 
favours: And you will not (I am sure) blame me, if I am not 
forward in pressing my Services on those that are Cool and 
Indifferent in the Espouseing of my honest and just Interests. 
Wishing all true happiness to your self and family, I am 

Sir, 
Your ever oblig'd servt. 

W. CARLIOL. 

33 William Grahme, who was Chaplain to the Queen. 

 
tcwaas_002_1966_vol66_0021



THE CHURCH AND STATE: BISHOP NICOLSON 	311 

No. 24. Rose, Aug. 15. 1716. 
Sir, 

Your very kind Letter was brought to me (from Penrith) on 
Monday last; and, this brings my humble thanks for it. 

You are so sensible of the Inconveniences of a long absence 
from home, in your own Case, that you will easily believe that 
I am strugling in the Redress of Grievances; both in the public 
Affairs of my Diocese, and in domestic concerns within Doors. 
The weight of these is the less supportable, upon the Fatigues 
of a long journey (on horseback) from Boston in Lincolnshire 
to this place : which has so jaded my old Carcase34  that I have 
not been yet able to pay my Respects to L Lonsdale or any 
other of my lesser neighbours. Here's my Apology, if it happens 
that I do not (what I much desire to do) wait on my L Berk-
shire35  and your self, before we meet again in London. With 
humble Respects to His Lordship and Mrs Mitche11,35  and re-
peated thanks for your own favours, I am ever 

Sir, 
Yours obedient servt. 

W. CARLIOL. 

No. 25. Rose, Sep.r 12. 1717. 
Sir, 
I had the honour of your Letter by the worthy Bearer; who 

will witness my Thankfulness for it. 'Twas a Condescention, as 
seasonable as oibligeing, to comfort me with your Correspondence; 
when others were pelting and throwing Dirt at me.36  I heartily 
wish your health & happiness, wherever you go; and am with 
grateful Respect, 

Sir, 
Your ever oblig'd humble servt. 

W. CARLIOL. 

34 The Bishop was in his 6ist year. 
35 Lord Berkshire married Col. Grahme's daughter. Mrs Mitchell was 

the Colonel's other daughter. She died in 1719. 
56  See CW2 v II-15. 
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