
ART. VII.—The Carlisle Tithe Barn. By C. R. DAVEY, 
B.A. 

Read at Kendal, September loth, 1971. 

THE Carlisle Tithe Barn is known to have been 
I  built during the time of prior Thomas Gondibour; 

this is because a shield bearing his initials was visible 
on its western end before 1874. Gondibour's floruit 
has generally been taken as c. 1484 to c. 1507' 
(although the Victoria County History has 1476), and 
his extensive works in and around the Cathedral 
priory of St Mary have therefore usually been con-
sidered as a product of that resurgence of Church life 
on the Border which followed the accession of Henry 
VII and the first period of real peace for many years. 
There is doubtless much truth in this, but Gondibour 
is now known to have been prior as early as 1465,2  and 
it is therefore at least possible that some of his work 
was in direct answer to the devastation of the priory's 
property in the 1461 siege of Carlisle. 

Edward IV by letters patent, dated 19 December 
1461, made recompense to the City generally for its 
losses, referring to the "immoderate violence and 
cruelty" by which "not only were the suburbs but also 
the gates of the same city and the mills appertaining 
... totally burned and destroyed". Eleven days 
before this he had specifically compensated the prior 
and canons for "the devastation of their possessions in 
Carlisle by the rebels", granting them licence to acquire 
lands and possessions to the value of £2o p.a. These 
facts, coupled with the priory's 1472 appeal for funds 

1  c.p. c. J. Bulman, The Gondibour and Salkeld screens in Carlisle 
Cathedral, CW2 lvi 104. 

2  He witnessed a deed of land at Aglionby on 28 October 1465, C.R.O. 
(Record Office, Carlisle) , D / Wyb /2/167. 
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"for the fabric and construction and happy consumma-
tion of the new work of the same church", suggest that 
the building of the tithe barn (and some other aspects 
of Gondibour's work) might be placed a few years 
earlier than has previously been supposed.' 

The barn was sited on land adjoining the ancient 
Abbey precincts which had been given to the priory 
in the reign of Edward III by Robert de Eglesfeld, 
founder of Queen's College, Oxford, and it is likely 
that the position was chosen so that it might have the 
protection of the City walls. No records survive to 
show the barn's use in the early years, but buildings 
of this sort were normally used to house bulky items 
such as unthreshed corn, wool, hemp, hay, and straw. 
These might come from tithes, from the priory's own 
granges or farms, or from purchase. What would not 
have been stored there (the barn is said to have been 
open on its north side) was grain. This would have been 
stored in arks in separate granaries. A "meal garner" 
is referred to in leases from 155o4  onwards, where an 
annual tithe of some 81 eskeps and 7 bushells of haver 
meal from several places was collected and stored. The 
location of this before the 17th century is not known, 
but shortly before the 165o Parliamentary Survey (see 
below) it was re-located in the Fratry. It had not been 
there in 1643, when the minor canons had been fined 
5os. each for their "strange insolence" in storing corn 
there.' Small granaries were also attached to the 
priory's malt kiln on West Walls, which was finally 
demolished in about 18o6. 

The survey made at the time of the Dissolutions 
shows that the principal source of corn, sheaves, hay, 

3  C. M. L. Bauch, Prelates and People of the Lake Counties (Kendal, 
1948), 121 and 124; R. S. Ferguson (ed.), The Royal Charters of Carlisle 
(Carlisle, 1894), 56; Calendar of Patent Rolls 1461-67, 87. 

4  D.C. Reg. (Registers of the Dean & Chapter of Carlisle), I, 4v. I am 
very grateful to Canon W. A. Batty, librarian to the Dean and Chapter, 
for permission to quote from the Chapter archives. 

D.C. Reg., VII, 137r. 
6 Valor Ecclesiasticus (1535),  v  274-275. 
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wool and hemp would have been from the tithes of 
St Mary's and St Cuthbert's, Carlisle, of which the 
priory owned the rectories. When the tithe corn and 
sheaves of St Cuthbert's were leased out by the new 
Dean and Chapter in 15537  they were described as 
having been "formerly in hand", which confirms the 
point. Several more distant rectories were also owned 
in the county, but it was common practice for such 
to be leased out for a money rent where their produce 
was surplus to immediate requirements. The Carlisle 
priory's granges, some at least of which were probably 
managed in hand by bailiffs, were a.t Harraby, 
Botcherby, Newlaithes, and Newbiggin in Allerdale. 

The priory was dissolved on 9 January 1540 /I, and 
four months later the new Dean and Chapter were 
endowed with its revenues. Most of the tithes, including 
those of the Carlisle parishes, were leased out during 
the next few years (principally to the Cathedral clergy 
and their relatives), and remained so until they were 
commuted to rentcharges in the 19th century. Before 
the Dissolution there had been a resident monastic 
community of up to about 25 canons to support,' 
besides children, other staff, and the poor generally. 
After it there was still an establishment of canons and 
others, but many of these had independent sources of 
livelihood — leases of tithes, or the incumbency of 
parishes. To take just one example, Richard Wallas 
alias Brandling, a prebend and former monk, died 
in 157o possessed of a chamber and stable in the 
Abbey, but also of the incumbency of Thursby and 
the lease of its tithes, where his probate inventory 
shows him to have had livestock, corn, and household 
and husbandry goods to the value of X17. 1os. 4d., 
and debts of X24. is. id. owing to him.' 

7  D.C. Reg., III, ii5r. 
8 D. Knowles amd R. N. Hadcock, Medieval Religious Houses (London, 

1953), 132. 
9  Inventory of Richard wallas, dated 6 January 1570/71; admon. granted 

at Carlisle 22 January 1570/71. 	 - 
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The barn, therefore, was needed less by the Dean 
and Chapter than it had been in monastic times. Half 
of it at least was clearly leased out before 1641, but 
the first lease of which a record now survives was 
made on 23 June in that year to a Carlisle notary 
public, Thomas Jackson, of a moiety of the barn at a 
rent of 3s. 4d. per annum.10  It was described in the 
register as being "now divided betwixt Richard Orfeur 
gent. and the said Dean and Chapter, and now or 
late in the houlding of Edward Dalton merchant". 
From 1664 onwards the entire barn was leased out. 

In 1649, Parliamentary Commissioners made a 
survey of the Abbey grounds, and their detailed report 
was issued in April 1650." It described the houses and 
outbuildings within the precincts, which were then 
mostly "very ruinous", and indicated the City 
Governor's intentions towards them. The Deanery, for 
example, was to be used as a storekeeper's residence, 
and as a storehouse for "horse Mill and Bakehouse", 
and the Fratry was described as "lately very ruinous 
but now repaired and in repairing for a Garner to lay 
corn in and now employed for that purpose". Other 
buildings were destroyed, as Hugh Todd was later to 
remark with some bitterness." 

The barn, however, was included in the survey 
among the leasehold estates (or rather a moiety of it 
was) , as being in the tenure of Thomas Cholmley of 
Little Salkeld, assignee of Thomas Jackson. It would 
seem that this lease continued throughout the Civil 
War, no doubt because Cholmley was a Parliamentary 
office holder," and that as a result the barn escaped 
the fate of the other Abbey buildings. In 1662 Robert 

10  D.C. Reg., VII, 85r. 
11 Copy parliamentary survey of the manor of John de Chapple, Dean & 

Chapter MSS., EM/3 /I. 
12 Hugh Todd, Account of the City e7 Diocese of Carlisle, CW (Tract 

Series), V 22-26. 
13 c.p. C. B. Phillips, County Committees in Cumberland and Westmor-

'and, in Northern History, y (1970). 
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Dalton of Carleton, who described himself as servant 
to Mrs Catherine Cholmley, left a will which throws 
welcome light on the barn's use at this time : "Also 
I give unto my sayd father Randall Dalton my halfe 
of the wheate wch. is to thresh lying in the Abbey 
barne in partnership with Tho. Williamson wch. I 
esteeme to be about forty threave; As also the beanes 
that ly in the sayd barne yet to berry belonging to 
myselfe; More one dayes berrying of beanes, wch. 
are berryed and lying in the bing undight in the sayd 
abbey barne.''" 

After the conclusion of this lease, the entire barn 
was let out on 25 February 1663 /64 to Christopher 
Musgrave," in whose family the lease continued to be 
renewed until 1822. Musgrave was then serving in 
Carlisle as a lieutenant under his father, Sir Philip 
Musgrave of Edenhall, the City's governor; he was 
knighted in 1671, and later succeeded to the baronetcy 
and to the Edenhall estates generally on the death of 
his brother Richard. Throughout the period of the 
Musgrave leases the barn was held in conjunction with 
the tithes of corn and sheaves of Carlisle Field, part 
of the Chapter's rectory of St Cuthbert's, and no doubt 
it was used at least in part to house them. An annual 
rent of L'o was paid for the tithes, and of L1 for the 
barn, but at each renewal of the lease (every seven 
years or so) a consideration or "fine" was paid, 
ranging from Loo in 1695 to a maximum of £179 in 
1815. The Musgraves sublet the barn and tithes in the 
later 18th century for about £5o p.a. 

The Musgrave estate accounts survive in a good 
series from the later 17th century onwards,1ó and since 
repairs of the barn were the responsibility of the lessee 
it might have been expected that useful information 

4 Will of Robert Dalton of Carleton, dated 6 March 1662/63, and proved 
at Carlisle zo March 1662/63. 

15 D.C. Reg., VII, 293. 
16  C.R.O., D / Mus., records of the Musgrave family of Edenhall. 
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would be available. Unfortunately, however, when Sir 
Christopher's son Philip married Mary Legg, daughter 
of Lord Dartmouth, in 1685, the barn formed part of 
the estate settled on her in lieu of dower in case of her 
husband's death." Philip in fact died four years later 
in 1689, and from then until his widow's death in 1752 
(she remarried one John Crawford) this estate was 
accounted for separately. 

One book of accounts only survives from this period 
for what was called the "jointure estate", which refers 
to the barn during the years 1712 to 1714.18  It shows 
that repairs were made during 1712 which involved 
the use of a cartload of moss and two bushels of lime, 
and the erection of scaffolding. In 1714 there occurs 
the entry : ` ` June 22 Paid Robt. Sowerby for takeing 
the Slate off of the west side of the Abby Barn and 
making good the Deficiencies of the Slate as also for 
Covering the said Roof again and repairing the other 
side of the Barn where the Wind had shatterd and 
broke the said Slate, as per particulars ... J io. 7s. od." 
This reference to re-roofing is the only detailed account 
of repairs to survive before the 19th century, and no 
other details of the occupation of the barn occur until 
1742. 

During the 18th century, and quite possible before, 
the eastern part of the barn consisted of a stable with 
hayloft above. From about 1742 onwards this was 
used separately by Dr John Waugh, Chancellor of 
the Diocese, who paid a rent of 1os. per year and a 
proportion of the lease renewal fine." Sir Philip 
Musgrave continued to take a nominal lease of the 
whole barn, and to be responsible for repairs, but the 
stable rent was paid separately to the Dean and 
Chapter. Dr Waugh lived in Tullie House, and was 

17  C.R.O., D/Mus.,  deed of settlement dated 13 October 1685. 
18  C.R.O., D/Mus., "The Annual Accounts of Mrs Crauford's Joynture, 

commencing the i August 1704." 
19 Dean & Chapter MSS., E2/ 3, rentals. 
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famous for keeping a coach and four, as were his five 
spinster daughters after him. After his death in 1765 
his wife (and subsequently his daughters) continued 
to make use of the stable until the interest in it was sold 
in 18o8 to Alexander Wilson, proprietor of the Coffee 
House in front of the Crown and Mitre Hotel. The 
latter's heirs continued to pay the rent until 1821. 

In 1824 the eastern 25 ft. of the barn (presumably 
the equivalent of this stable) was converted for a 
surprising purpose. In 1782 Dr John Heysham and 
others had established a charitable institution, the 
Carlisle Dispensary, which gave free medical treatment 
to those inhabitants of the City who were certified as 
too poor to pay for it. In previous years a surgery 
had been held in the old schoolroom above the Abbey 
Gate, but when this was required by the Dean and 
Chapter for other purposes, part of the barn was 
offered as alternative accommodation, rent free. The 
Chapter gave £30 out of the £ioo conversion costs.20  
From the start the barn was recognised to be quite 
unsuitable for such a purpose, the banker John Monk-
house Head expressing his hope as early as 1825 that 
a sufficient subscription would soon be forthcoming 
for a new building.21  Nevertheless, in 1828, when a 
movement was afoot locally to provide a County 
Hospital (later built as the Infirmary), there was a 
suggestion that the barn should be further adapted 
to house it, but this was ruled out of order as being 
both ineligible and too expensive.22  

Eventually in the mid-185o's the Dispensary's secre-
tary, John Waldie, inspected the building with an 
architect,23  who agreed that the best solution would be 
to demolish it and rebuild on the same site, space 
being gained by the loss of the "remarkably thick" 

20 C.J. (Carlisle Journal), 23 February 1856. 
21 C.J ., 5 February 1825. 
22 C.J., g February 1828. 
23 C.J., 23 February 1856. 
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walls. This plan collapsed partly because the Dean 
and Chapter were unwilling to release the site, and 
partly because of committee criticisms of it. Dr Evans 
referred in 1857 to the "offensive atmosphere", and 
to the rats and "effluvia" which came through from 
the adjoining St Cuthbert's churchyard, and Mr 
Dobinson said that the building was a disgrace to the 
town.24  As a result a site was purchased in Chapel 
Street, where the new Dispensary was opened in April 
1858. 

To return to the western and larger part of the barn; 
when Mrs Crawford died in 1752 it reverted to the 
Musgrave estate proper, and was sublet with the tithes 
of Carlisle Field to the lessee of one of the Musgrave 
farms, Blackhall Demesne, near Carlisle. This arrange-
ment apparently continued until the Musgrave lease 
of the barn was terminated in 1822, except that for a 
couple of years prior to 1765 it was in the hands of a 
Botchergate (i.e. English Street) carrier, Thomas 
Hewitt.2' He died in 1765, and since his probate 
inventory refers to a waggon, a great cart, and two 
small carts (besides horses), it is interesting to speculate 
that the barn was used for their storage.2 G 

Musgrave estate records make a few brief references 
to repairs in this period : in 1754 X28. 9s. 51d.  was 
paid for unspecified works, and in 1799 a total of 
£63. 1os. 42d.,27  which must have been for some 
major operation. Estate leases of Blackhall Farm in 
1784 and 1788 specified that slate would be provided at 
Baronwood for repair of the barn's roof. The Dean 
and Chapter took little direct interest in the barn's use 
at this period, except that in 1773 they had a special 
clause written into a renewed lease that from hence- 

24 C.J., 20 February 1857. 
25 C.R.O., D/Mus., main series ledgers and estate leases. 
26 Inventory of Thomas Hewitt of Botchergate, dated 5 June 1765; adman. 

granted at Carlisle 26 June 1765. 
27 C.R.O., D/Mus., main series ledgers. 

G 
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forth no "plays shows or interludes" were to be enacted 
in it,28  a reference to the practice of short stands in 
such places by barnstorming companies of players. 

After the termination of the Musgrave leases in 1822 
the barn was let out on a yearly basis to Thomas 
Wilson, until in November 1830 the Chapter ordered 
"That the old Barn in Eaglesfield Abbey be offered 
for sale and the site be advertised to be sold on a build-
ing lease according to a plan to be approved of by the 
Prebendary in residence. "2° As a result a 40-year lease 
of the western part was granted on 23 June 1831 to 
an English Street grocer, Robert Ashbridge, for a 
consideration of £353. 2s. 6d. Liberty was granted for 
"pulling down the said part of the Barn ... and erect-
ing on the site thereof ... Private Dwelling Houses, 
Barns, Stables, or Coachhouses" . It was not, however, 
to be used for the trades of Distiller, Brewer, Baker, 
Tallow Chandler, etc., or for a Dissenting Meeting 
House, Play House, or Ale House.30  

Fortunately, from the point of view of posterity, 
Ashbridge died on 27 October 1832 at the age of 52,31  
and the scheme was abandoned by his son and 
successor, Thomas Stockdale Ashbridge. The latter, 
another grocer who died prematurely aged 29 on 22 
February 1839,32  appears from his will to have been 
an interesting and enlightened man. It benefited, 
among others, the Dispensary, the House of Recovery, 
and the "Committee for improving the public walks 
around the City" .33  The 1831 lease was finally termin-
ated by decision of the Dean and Chapter in 1850, none 
of its provisions having been carried out. 

Thereafter little seems to have been done until 1874,  
28  Dean & Chapter lease books, 23 June 1773. 
29  Dean & Chapter order book. 
30 Dean & Chapter lease book, 23 June 1831 (a plan is included). 
31 C.J., io November 1832. 
32 C.J., 23 February 1839. 
33 Will of Thomas Stockdale Ashbridge, dated 16 February 1839, and 

proved at Carlisle 2 April 1839. 
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the building being probably let out for storage purposes 
on yearly verbal contracts. In that year, however, the 
western end of the barn adjoining West Walls showed 
signs of imminent collapse, and the Chapter's surveyor, 
Charles J. Ferguson, was given authority to repair it 
(he also wrote a brief description of the barn for these 
Transactions at this time, CWI ii 104). In March of 
the following year the wall's condition was found to 
be so bad that it had to be entirely demolished, the 
two faces of stone having split apart, and the mortar 
having lost all cohesion.34  

Ferguson commented : "I find that the cause of the 
collapse of the wall was an unknown drain about 20 
inches square, probably in connection with the old 
sewerage of Carlisle. This drain, which went to a con-
siderable depth, had been found almost under the wall 
at the North West corner of it. The drain is built of 
stone and covered with what seems to be the remains 
of an altar tomb of probably the seventeenth century 
... The foundation of the west wall ha.s (sic) a very 
bad one and has been constructed on wooden piles 
which have decayed. In taking down the wall some of 
the stones proved to have been used in previous build-
ing, and portions of moulded ribs were found similar 
to those in the aisles of the Cathedral.''35  

In the meantime, the rumour spread around Carlisle 
that the whole barn was to be demolished — a rumour 
with some foundation since Ferguson had obtained 
an estimate for so doing from Messrs C. & J. Armstrong 
of Albert Street. The Carlisle Patriot reacted vigorously 
on 2 April with a leader under the heading of 
"Contemplated Vandalism", in which it not only 
castigated the Dean and Chapter, but commented that 
"the building seems well adapted for a purpose much 
sought after ; that of a Museum and Town Library". 

34 Ferguson's correspondence and reports are among the Dean & Chapter 
MSS., CF/2c/3, 8. 

35 Letter of C. J. Ferguson to Silas Saul, 19 March 1875. 
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This was a sop to current agitation in the town for 
these services, particularly for the proper housing of 
a Museum recently given to the town by George Head 
Head of Rickerby. The scheme generally was vetoed 
at the time as an improper use of ratepayers' money, 
and the suggestion for using the barn was attacked by 
the Pall Mall Gazette, which commented to the effect 
that such a building should not be used for a library 
because the insertion of large windows would destroy 
its authenticity. 3 6 

In the end the Chapter, in June, authorised a brick 
wall to be built at the western end, and in later years 
the barn housed a joiner's shop. Ferguson referred 
in 1877 to "sundry alterations" being carried out "not 
under my supervision", and offered to try to trace the 
stone which had formerly borne prior Gondibour's 
initials on the west wall (presumably without success) . 

In fairness to Ferguson it might be interesting to end 
by quoting from a report on the barn which he made 
to the Chapter on 23 November 1874, which has a 
prophetic ring : "Should you see fit to restore and 
convert it into a large hall it would form the most 
magnificent interior in Carlisle ... It would, I think, 
be well adapted for a Parish Room, a Museum, Lecture 
Hall or gymnasium, and in whatever capacity it was 
restored would be an ornament to the town." His 
objective was achieved in May 1971. 

36 C J ~3 April 1875. Reports on the Museum schemes generally are in 
April numbers of the Journal and Patriot. 
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