
ART. XVI.—The Greenwich Hospital Woods at 
Keswick in the eighteenth century. By B. L. 
THOMPSON, M.A., F.S.A. 

Read at Keswick, April 5th, 1975.  

THE estates of James, third Earl of Derwentwater, 
1  who had been attainted of treason for his share in 

the Stuart rising, were confiscated in 1715. These estates 
were partly in Northumberland, partly in Cumberland. 
The Cumberland estates were at Alston and Keswick. 
The value of the Alston estate was principally in the 
lead mines, whereas the value of the Keswick estate 
was principally in the woods. 

In 1734 the estates were vested in trustees for the 
benefit of Greenwich Hospital and in the following year 
they began to receive the rents. The records relating 
to the estates are amongst the Admiralty Papers at the 
Public Record Office under the heading "Northern 
Estates", i.e. both Alston and Keswick.' 

In 1736 a "Field Book to the Estate" at Keswick 
was prepared by Isaac Thompson' which lists the 
fields, farm by farm, and classifies them as arable, 
meadow, pasture or wood. There was very little 
"wood" and it is interesting to find that Castlehead 
and Cockshott which are both woods today were 
classified as pasture and wood, and Isthmus (described 
as "Great & Little Eshness Hill") was classified as 
pasture only. It was planted later, in 1795. 

In 1737 a survey and valuation was made which 
eventually resulted in the sale of the Keswick woods 
in 1748 and they began to be felled by Mr Spedding & 
Partners of Whitehaven. Felling continued for about 
ten years. 

1 See F. J. Monkhouse, "An Eighteenth Century Company Promoter", in 
CW2 xl 141-153. 

2  Adm. 79. 12. 
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The Accounts show that on 22 April 1755 some of 
the farm tenants were paid compensation : 

To Cash paid the following persons one year's 
damage of ground by the fall of wood & hedging 
off ground for Springing young Wood on due 
Martinmas last : 

Edward Nicholson for Stable Hills, Calf Close, 
Deer Close, Watsons Park, Willyhow Park, 
For taking care of the young Wood at Keswick 
and Waterage Bank 
Joseph Dawson for Castlehead 

7. 
2. 

15. 
17. 

o 
6 

April 13 1757 
To Cash pd  Edwd Nicholson as follows 

For taking care of the young Wood at Keswick I. io. o 
For hedging off and repairing hedging round the 
Spring Wood in Calf Close, Castlehead and 
Waterage Bank 2. o. 7 
One year's allowance due old Marts last in 
lieu of Waterage Bank Farm, the whole being 
Hedged off 3. 2. 6 

II. 7. 9 

Payments were also made for leading Charcoal 
through Roger's Lands and Springs and Willyhow 
Park, burning and leading in Great & Little Hills, and 
ground taken off in Castlehead Farm to spring wood 
upon, weeding, hedging, etc., etc. 
January 25 1759 

To Cash pd Robt Dickinson for Carriage of 
Acorns from Newcastle to Keswick I. 6. 9 
To Cash pd Mr Rymer for 9 Bush's of Acorns 
to plant at Keswick 
fencing 	round 	Spring 	Wood 	in 	Castlehead, 
Waterage Bank & Deer Close 6. 

io. 

3. 

o 

o 
Planting Acorns & Beech Trees in Waterage Bank 
& ye Island 
allowance for hedging off Waterage Bank & 

3. 7. 8 

Calf Close for Spring Wood 
carriage of I000 Beech Trees from Newcastle to 

5. o. o 

Penrith on their way to Keswick I. 6. 8 
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April 22 1771 
Planting Wood in Castlehead 

Waterage Bank 
Lords Island 

carriage of Poplar Wood from Penrith to Keswick 
to plant at the latter 	 3. o 
Weeding Wood at Castlehead & Lords Island 
For Hedging off Fryer Cragg and repairing 
several Spring Wood Fences at D° 	 4. 7. 0  
For Quicksand Trees planted at Fryer Cragg 	5. i6. 6 
For cuffing up and clearing away Whins from 
the ground hedged off at Fryer Cragg 	 II. 6 
For planting Wood at Fryer Cragg 	 4. O. 6 

May II 1772  
Cash pd Mr Edward Nicholson 

For Planting Wood in Fryer Cragg 	 1. 8. o 
For 6o Oak Plants for Fryer Cragg 	 18. o 
For Planting Wood in Cockshot and Castle- 
head 	 i8. 6 
For Fir Seed sown in Cockshot Nursery 	7. 6 
For Weeding Young Woods at Keswick 	2. Io. o 
For selling the Weedings at Publick Sale 	2. o 

October z6 1772 
Cash pd Mr Edward Nicholson 

For Herding and taking care of the Young 
Woods at Keswick for one year ending 12th 
May last 	 I. Io. o 

May II 1772 
Cash recd of Mr Edward Nicholson 

what he received of several persons for Bark, 
etc. 
Sold them from the Weedings of Keswick 
Woods, viz. 

For Bark 	 4. o. o 
For Weedings of Young Wood 	3. 5. 6 
For Hazel Wood 	 2. 5. o 

g. Io. 6 
October 26 1772 

Cash recd 
For Small Weedings of Wood sold at a Public 
Sale from several Woods at Keswick 	3. 9. 1 
For Refuse in Waterage Bank 	 15. o 
For D° in the Lords Island 	 6. o 

4. Io. I 
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19. o 

IO. O 
15. 6 

I. 3. 6 

I. 7. 6 

Io. 6 

8. 2. IO 

2. II. 

14. 
2. 

3. 

9. 

3. 

8. 
4. 

6 

II 
o 

o 
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April 27 1773 
Cash pd Mr Edward Nicholson 

For thinning and dressing the Young Woods at 
Keswick 
For Hedging and repairing Young Spring 
Wood Fences at D° 
For planting Wood in Cockshott 
For D° in Fryer Cragg 
For 51 Hundred Oaks planted in D° and Cock-
shott 
For the Winter Eatage of the Eshness Hills 
at Keswick from Michs to Lady Day last the 
same being taken off Loaning Head Farm for 
Springing Wood upon 
For stubbing up Thorns and Underwood and 
Hedging : the said Eshness Hills and for 
Plowing Levelling and Harrowing the same, 
as also for Corn sown thereon 

October 25 1773 
For weeding young woods 

repairing hedges 
taking care of young woods 
reaping etc. Corn in Eshness alias 
Isthmus Hills at Keswick the Ground 
being afterwards intended to raise Wood upon 

April 27 1773 
Cash recd 

For Weedings 
Hazel Wood 

For the Eatage of the Eshness Hills which 
are reserved for Springing Wood upon 

In 1791 an "Account" was taken "of all the Woods 
and Plantations on the Derwentwater Estates, and the 
Estates which have been purchased by the Com-
missioners and Governors of Greenwich Hospital, 
showing where the said woods are situated, the 
Quantity of Land and Value of Timber in each, as far 
as the same could be done without a regular survey, 
the times of planting the new Woods or Additions or 
Improvements to the old Woods, with the number of 
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different Species of Trees planted in each, and the 
Condition in which the said Woods and Plantations 
now are". This was signed at the end by Nich9  Walton 
Jnr and E. Turner. 

Some of the salient points are as follows : 
Cockshot Wood (oaks) "nothing can be more thriving & 

flourishing than the whole of this Wood." 
Fryer Crag Plantation (oaks) "The whole is in a very 

thriving & promising Condition." 
Rampsholm Island (oaks, larches, firs) "thriving very well." 

Further Reports were made in 1805 and 1817 which 
illustrate the progress of the Governors' forestry policy. 

The 1805 Report is by William Collison.' Deviating 
from his main theme (the woods) Collison goes out 
of his way to mention Keswick Mill, the Court House -  
"in very bad repair" — the Tithe Barn — "would 
make an excellent Theatre, which in the season for 
visiting the Lakes, is said to be much wanted" — and 
Lord's Island — "The Mansion of the Radcliffe 
family, according to tradition, formerly stood on this 
Island : foundations of walls are now apparent, but 
from their dimensions and the smallness of the Island 
we conceive it to have been a summer residence on 
a contracted scale, rather than the chief mansion 
belonging to that family.'  4  

The 1817 Report continues the story of the woods 
and remarks (inter alia) : "The Friar Crag Wood con-
tains 2a. 2r. 21p. and consists of Oak with some Scotch 
Firs at the South End thereof from 3o to 7o years' 
growth." These are the well-known Scots pines which 
still stand picturesquely at Friars Crag. 

The Governors' activities at Keswick met with a 
good deal of criticism from the conservationists of the 
day, particularly when they clear-felled Crow Park 

3  Adm. 79. 17. 
4  See W. G. Collingwood, "The Home of the Derwentwater Family", 

CW2 iv 257; a0;so J. Fisher Crosthwaite, "The Last of the Derwentwaters". 
Cockermouth 1874 (Appendix). 
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between the town of Keswick and the northern shore 
of Derwentwater. This was a remarkable wood, thus 
described by James Clarke : 5  

"The trees were all oak, about 17 yards high, of a 
most proportionable thickness, and so equal in height, 
that when in full leaf their tops appeared as close and 
smooth as a bowling-green : so close indeed did they 
grow that many persons now alive have gone from 
one side of the wood to the other among the branches 
of the trees without ever coming to the ground. This, 
with the wood upon Lord's Island, and several other 
places, was sold by the Governors of Greenwich 
Hospital, A.D. 1749, to a Mr Marthas, or Mathews, of 
Greenwich, for 7,000 pounds. It was advertised to sell 
in London by inch of candle ... " 

Thomas Gray, the poet, who had known it 
previously, visited Crow Park 4  October 1769 and 
wrote in his Journal: 6  "I walked to Crow Park, now 
a rough pasture, once a glade of ancient oaks, whose 
large roots still remain in the ground, but nothing has 
sprung from them. If one single tree had remained, 
this would have been an unparalleled spot." 

Another critic was the Ambleside artist William 
Green who greatly disliked the planting of conifers and 
coined the delightfully damning word spriggery for 
the plantation of larches at the Isthmus.' He had 
original ideas about the development of the Hospital 
Estate and even proposed the building of a village or 
villages near Brocklebeck,8  but probably this was never 
considered. 
Subsequent owners of the Castlerigg Manor and Estate 
were Mr John Marshall and his son Mr Reginald Dykes 
Marshall in the nineteenth century, and Mr Herbert 

5  James Clarke, A Survey of the Lakes (London, 1787), 63. 
6 Printed amongst the Addenda in the later editions of West's Guide to 

the Lakes. 
7  The Tourist's New Guide (Kendal, 181g), vol. II, 43. 
8 II. 488, 
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W. Walker and his son Mr William Walker in the 
present century. They continued the interest in forestry 
which had been practised by the Governors of 
Greenwich Hospital. Today most of the woods 
mentioned in this paper belong to the National Trust. 
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