
ART. I — A catalogue of recent acquisitions to Tullie House Museum and reported finds
from the Cumbrian area 1990-1996. Part II: Reported finds.
By COLIN RICHARDSON, B.A., M.PHIL.

THE listing of the most noteworthy accessions to Tullie House Museum (Part I)
appeared in the preceeding volume of these Transactions.'

The objects included in Part II are in the main unpublished local finds and were
either brought in for identification and recording purposes, or, were reported to the
museum and not examined at first-hand.

The catalogue numbers in Part II follow-on consecutively from those in Part I.
An object is not illustrated where the letters `NI' occur.

Prehistoric

Copper-Alloy

136. (August 1991) Flat Axe or Ingot: Annan, Dumfriesshire (NI)
Although not a Cumbrian Find, this Early Bronze Age flat axe or ingot was found

with a metal-detector on the north shore of the Solway Firth at Hillend near Annan
in 1991. The object is almost identical in form and size to a specimen in the Tullie
House collection from Skelton, Penrith (Acc. No. 51-1967). 2

It is sub-trapezoidal in outline, oval in cross-section and with a roughened surface
bifacially with no attempt at smoothing by hammering. The blade edges
approximate to a facet but are quite rough and nibbled. The butt is rounded and
thinned and the cutting edge convex and blunt. The core metal is a purplish colour
and is almost completely exposed on one face with a patchy green patination on the
other face.

Dimensions: Max. L 104 mm; Max. W. across cutting edge 58 mm; Max. W.
across butt end 34 mm; Max. T. 12mm. Weight: 292 grams.

Reported by Mr A. Milroy, Annan.

137. (September 1993) Socketed Axe: Blindbeck, Sleagill. (Fig. 1)
This single-looped axe has been referred to on at least three occasions in these

Transactions' but has never been fully recorded until now.
It is a good example of the "Yorkshire type" of socketed axe found in many

metalwork hoards of the Late Bronze Age period. This axe type is characterised by a
number of features which are also present on the Blindbeck axe; namely the three-
rib decoration extending halfway down the face from a prominent moulding, a
sightly everted collar, a broad flat loop, rectangular body section and square socket.
Yorkshire axes range in form from comparatively long, straight-sided specimens with
unexpanded blades to small squat examples with broad expanded blades.

Description: the square socket has a thick moulding encircling the rim. Below this
there is a second moulding or swelling from which descend three widely spaced ribs.
These ribs are not parallel with each other, the outer two following the edge-line of
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FIG. 1. No. 137. Late Bronze Age socketed axe. Blindbeck, Sleagill. (1:1).
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the body as it expands towards the cutting edge. The ribs generally in Yorkshire axes
are either parallel or slightly diverging with the outer ribs placed near the face edges.

The flat side-loop is broad at the bottom and progressively narrows towards the
top where it joins the lower body moulding. Casting seams are present down each
side. The blade tips are expanded while the cutting edge is markedly convex and has
been blunted and damaged in modern times.

One face and both sides are dark-brown, almost black, in colour which suggests
recovery from a water or peaty environment. The remaining face is mid-green with a
few areas of corrosion. The bright gold core metal is exposed on the cutting edge
and on the socket rim moulding. There is a crack in the moulding and upper face on
one side.

A modern wooden handle has been inserted into the socket and glued into
position, with a leather thong through the side loop. This has prevented examination
of the socket internally to determine whether hafting ribs are present and has also
thwarted the production of a socket plan drawing.
Dimensions: Max. L. 87.5 mm; Max. W. across cutting edge 53 mm; socket
measurements (estimates): internal 29 x 32 mm, external 37 x 39 mm; Max. L. of
decorative ribs 36 mm; side loop projection 8 mm.

Kindly brought into the museum for identification and recording purposes by the
owner, Rev Canon Markham, Morland House, Penrith.

138. (October 1993) Socketed Axe: Local (?) (Fig. 2)
This axe is possibly a Cumbrian find and was brought into the museum for

recording following its acquisition by Penrith Museum in 1993. 4

Description: The axe is a large specimen with a single side loop, square socket,
long blade, and rib-and-pellet decoration on both faces. The blade expands only
very gradually throughout its length and lacks a pronounced expansion at the cutting
edge. The bifacial decoration is identical with seven closely spaced ribs (four long
and three short) descending from the collar and terminating in a solid pellet. This
decoration is better preserved on one face than on the other.

A thick moulding encircles the socket mouth with a single thinner line of raised
moulding below this. The side loop is broad, casting seams are down each side and
the cutting edge is very slightly convex and blunt.

Surface corrosion and flaking is gradually removing the decorative detail in places.
Below the dirty brown-green surface patination, areas of light grass green are present.
Recent scraping on one edge has revealed the bright gold colour of the core metal.
Dimensions: Max. L. 123 mm; the socket measures internally 34 x 32 mm,
externally 43 x 42 mm; Max. W. of cutting edge 52.5 mm; side loop projection
9 mm. Weight: 360 grams.

This interesting axe dates from c. 1050-750 B.C., although initial research has
failed to locate a precise parallel.

There are axes broadly similar in form and decoration from Fornham, Bury St
Edmunds; Fen Ditton, Cambridge; 5 Wyburn Estate, Sheffield;' and an unproven-
anced axe in Merseyside County Museums.'

139. (March 1994) Socketed Axe: Soulby (Fig. 3)
During the installation of a damp course, soil was being cleared away from the
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FIG. 2. No. 138. Late Bronze Age socketed axe. Cumbria (?). (1:1).
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LnFIG. 3. No. 139. Late Bronze Age socketed axe. Soulby, Kirkby Stephen. (1:1).
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side of the house at South View, Soulby, on the 24 February 1994, and this axe was
uncovered.

The axe is in poor condition with a large section missing from one face and
corrosion products erupting over much of the surface. The edge at the damaged part
is rough and serrated and is weathered to a similar colour as the surrounding metal,
suggesting an ancient fracture. The axe may well have been scrap and destined for
re-cycling by a Bronze Age smith. The core metal shows through as bright gold at
one point and the surface generally is a dull gold-brown.

There is a single side loop, square socket, a single moulding below the rim and a
slightly expanded covex cutting edge. On the surviving face there are traces of three
raised ribs equally spaced. Casting seams are visible but have been well filed down.
Dimensions: Max. L. 107 mm; the socket measures internally 31 mm, externally 41
mm; Max. W. of cutting edge 47.5 mm; L. of side loop 27 mm; side loop projection
11 mm. Weight: 160 grams.

Reported by Mr A. Harker, Brough Sowerby.

Iron

140. (May 1994) Sword and Scabbard: Great Asby (Pl. 1)
It was brought to the attention of the writer that a fine example of a late Iron Age

sword and scabbard had been recovered by a metal-detector operation at Great Asby
Scar (c. NY 661101) c. 1993. The find was originally reported to Scunthorpe
Museum and was subsequently acquired by the British Museum.

At the time of writing it has not been possible to obtain descriptive details and
dimensions of the sword and scabbard apart from the illustration reproduced here.'

The iron sword is encased in a richly decorated bronze scabbard and various
attachment rings and domed studs have survived. The scabbard terminates in a
strong "fish-tail" expansion.

It is unfortunate that this rare and important find was not initially reported to a
local museum when attempts could have been made to ensure the object remained
in Cumbria to be placed on public display.

Stone

141. (February 1993) Flakes: Langdale Fells (NI)
A total of five flakes and working debris were offered as a donation to Penrith

Museum in October 1992 and the opportunity was taken to record them. The
precise findspot is unknown and they could have been collected on Pike O' Stickle
itself or at any of the working sites in the vicinity. The pieces are typical examples of
waste material resulting from the working of tool roughouts in the Late Neolithic
and are all Group VI (macroscopic examination) volcanic tuff.

1. An irregular-shaped lump (grey-green) which is not recognisable as a tool
roughout. Edge chip marks are probably the result of abrasion rather than
intentional working.
Max. L. 148 mm; Max. W. 94 mm; Max. T. 38.5 mm.

2. A longitudinal flake (grey-green) which has been detached from a tool
roughout. The ventral surface is flat and the dorsal ridged with a strip of

 
 
tcwaas_002_1999_vol99_0003



RECENT ACQUISITIONS TO TULLIE HOUSE MUSEUM
^ 7

PLATE 1A. No. 140. Iron Age sword and scabbard. Great Asby.

PLATE 1 B. No. 140. Detail of hand-grip and pommel.
Photo: courtesy of Mr K. Leahy, Scunthorpe Museums Service.
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weathered dirty brown skin.
One end has been sliced cleanly across at a 45 degree angle. The reason for
this is unclear since it does not follow a natural fracture line. Secondary
working around the edges.
Max. L. 139 mm; Max. W. 66 mm; Max. T. 24 mm.

3. A triangular-shaped lateral flake (grey-green) detached from a larger piece.
Max. L. 93 mm; Max. W. 69 mm; Max. T. 17 mm.

4. Detached flake (blue-grey) from a large core. The outline is irregular with
smooth ventral surface, rough dorsal and sharp edges.
Size: 82 x 59 mm; Max. T. 16 mm.

5. A diamond-shaped lateral flake (blue-grey), smooth concave ventral and ridged
dorsal. Edge marks could be the result of secondary chipping or abrasion.
Max. L. 95 mm; Max. W. 60 mm; Max. T. 12.5 mm.

Reported by Mr J. McCreadie, Penrith.

142. (March 1993) Polished Axe fragment: Kelsick, Abbeytown (NI)
The lower blade section of a polished axe was found by the inquirer in a spoil-

heap in the garden of his home at Holly Howe, Kelsick, in March 1993. The axe
came from an area of ground which had been badly disturbed during the building of
a new house. A clay daubin walled cottage (now demolished) formerly occupied the
site and the axe may originally have been in the foundations of this cottage.

The fragment is approximately half the size of the original axe and the body
fracture has exposed the fresh core rock. The latter is barely weathered and indicates
a recent break and not ancient damage. The rock is a volcanic tuff (visual
examination Group VI) with a dark-green core and surface weathered to a thick
grey-white skin. The core is again exposed on both faces which are chipped and
flaked.

The blade is slender and nearly parallel-sided and the cross-sectional form is a
pointed rather than a rounded oval. The cutting edge is markedly convex and
asymmetrical and while originally sharp is now blunted and chipped. The lateral
blade facets are very narrow, one being more clearly defined than the other.
Dimensions: Max. L. 109 mm; Max. W. 56 mm; Max. T. 29.5 mm; Max. W. of
blade facet 6 mm.

Reported by Mr J. G. D. Evans, Kelsick.

143. (October 1993) Axe roughout: Local (?) (NI)
This unpolished axe is probably a Cumbrian find and was donated to Penrith

Museum in October 1993 (see Cat. No. 138, ref. 4).
It is a good example of the narrow-butted Cumbrian axe in roughout form with

numerous local parallels. The core rock is not exposed at any point but is a grey-
green volcanic tuff (visual examination Group VI) . Both surfaces display all-over
flaking with a thick skin of grey-white patination. One face is lighter in colour, the
result of differential weathering. The butt is narrow, rounded and thinned, while the
cutting edge is slightly convex. There is no sign of surface abrading or polishing.
Dimensions: Max. L. 193 mm; Max. W. 61 mm; Max. W. across cutting edge 53
mm; W. across butt 11 mm.
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144. (October 1993) Hammerstone (?): Local (?) (NI)
Donated to Penrith Museum in October 1993 (see Cat. No. 138, ref. 4), this

object combines several features common to hand-axes, so-called `chopping tools',
and pounders or hammerstones.

An extended oval in outline, both faces are heavily flaked with particularly deep
and invasive scars at the thicker proximal `butt' end. The profile is similar to that of
an unpolished hand-axe but this would imply a very early date (i.e. Palaeolithic) for
a local find. The thickening of the proximal end does occur on "chopping
implements" recorded from Pike O' Stickle and the tool fits comfortably in the
hand. The distal end and one edge are thinned and display signs of ancient
battering. This would suggest it functioned as a hammerstone in the production of
other stone implements.

The core rock is visible at one point only and is pale green in colour (visual
examination Group VI) . The surface colour varies between mid and dark-brown and
has a sheen to it probably resulting from constant handling in recent times.

Both faces carry striation marks with two prominent parallel lines on the ventral
spaced 8 mm apart.
Dimensions: Max. L. 142 mm; Max. W. 76 mm; Max. T. 45 mm at `butt' end
thinning to 13 mm at the `blade' end.

145. (September 1994) Axe roughout: Seaville, nr. Abbeytown (Fig. 4)
This unpolished axe was found by Mr P. Messenger during clearance of the

garden area at his home at Holme Croft, Seaville (NY 156534) in 1994.
The axe is a volcanic tuff (visual examination Group VI) with a green core and

surface weathered to grey-white and dark brown. Heavily flaked bifacially, the scars
are very invasive on one face. The cross-sectional form is tending towards a pointed
oval with a pronounced mid-rib running two-thirds the length of one face. The
blade edges are thinned, the cutting edge distinctly convex and the butt fairly
narrow, rounded and thin. The original curved outline of the butt is interrupted by a
missing edge fragment.
Dimensions: Max. L. 208 mm; Max. W. 58.5 mm; Max. T. 30 mm.

Reported by Mr P. Messenger, Seaville.

146. (November 1994) Polished Axe: Reagill, Crosby Ravensworth (Pl. 2)
While ploughing at Reagill Foot in c. 1900, this fine axe was recovered by the

grandfather of the inquirer and has been in the family ever since. A label adhering to
the axe reads "picked-up in a field at Reagill". It does not appear to have been
previously recorded or published.

Manufactured in a hard volcanic olive-green coloured rock (petrological analysis
required), the axe has suffered ancient damage at the butt end with large flakes
being detached. There are broad lateral blade facets of unequal width, a convex
cutting edge which is slightly asymmetrical and a wide rounded butt. The cross-
sectional form is a plump oval.
Dimensions: Max. L. 117 mm; Max. T. 32.5 mm; Max. W. across cutting edge 53
mm; Max. W. (broad facet) 12 mm; Max. W. (narrow facet) 8 mm; W. across butt
33.5 mm.

Reported by Mrs V. Nock, Dufton.
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PLATE 2. No. 146. Polished stone axe. Reagill, Crosby Ravensworth.

147. (May 1995) Axe fragment: Raughton Head (Fig. 4)
This ground axe fragment was found by the inquirer in his garden at a depth of

some 51 cms. "in clay soil".
It comprises the lower portion of the blade and cutting edge. While the surface is

smooth it has probably never been brought to a polished finish unless that has been
removed by subsequent weathering. The rock is a coarse granular volcanic type
(petrological analysis required) and is primarily pale grey-green on the surface with
areas of pale brown shading.

The axe has been a fairly small specimen when complete and the blade fracture
occurred in antiquity. The cutting edge is convex, slightly expanded and not quite
symmetrical.
Dimensions: Max. surviving length 62 mm; Max. T. 30 mm; Max. W. across
cutting edge 51 mm. Weight: 140 grams.

Reported by Mr K. Temple, Birks Hill, Raughton Head.

148. (July 1995) Polished Axe: Old Carlisle, Red Dial, Wigton (Fig. 4)
A fine example of the smaller type of polished axe with many local parallels.

Found on the surface at Cunningarth Farm (NY 265467) by the inquirer in May
1995.
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The axe is complete apart from some ancient flake damage in the area of the butt.
The rock is a mid-green volcanic tuff (visual examination Group VI) with the
surface colour varying from light to dark green. Part of the curved edge at the butt is
still intact and preserves the original axe length. The butt flake scars are weathered
to the same colour as the rest of the axe.

The lateral blade facets are clearly defined and broaden gradually from the butt
end towards the cutting edge. The latter is finely ground and sharp, convex and
slightly asymmetrical. The cross-sectional form is a plump oval.
Dimensions: Max. L. 122 mm; Max. T. 30 mm; Max. W. at cutting edge 60 mm;
Max. W. of butt (estimated) 22 mm; Max. W. of lateral facets 9 mm.

Reported by Mr G. Harney, Carlisle, and in the possession of Mr P. Watson,
Cunningarth Farm, Red Dial.

149. (February 1996) Polished Axe: Penrith (Fig. 5)
An excellent example of the smaller finished axe used for lighter more specialised

work than the larger and heavier specimens more frequently recorded. It was
acquired by Penrith Museum in February 1996. 9 The axe was found by the donor
when digging in his garden at 43 MacAdam Way, Penrith, in c. 1985. It was
recovered "at a depth of c. 30 cms. in undisturbed soil".

The axe is made from a volcanic tuff (visual examination Group VI) with a pale
green core and surface patination of pale grey-green. Polished all-over, the original
flake scars have been removed apart from two scars on one face. The blade edges
expand gradually from the butt towards the cutting edge and are slightly `waisted' at
one point. This feature can be observed on a number of Cumbrian axes and
probably aided the hafting method.

Lateral blade facets are present, one running most of the edge length, the other
shorter and not as clearly defined. The cutting edge is finely ground and sharp,
convex and asymmetrical. The butt is broad and rounded with an edge facet. The
cross-sectional form is a slim rounded oval.

A series of finely incised lines running at various angles can be seen on both faces.
These score marks are ancient and are either abrading scratches resulting from the
original polishing process, or were inflicted during its life as a woodworking tool.
There are two modern scratches on one face and edge.
Dimensions: Max. L. 91 mm; Max. T. 19 mm; Max. W. at cutting edge 51.5 mm;
Max. W. of blade facets (5 mm and 6 mm); Max. W. across butt 35.5 mm. Weight:
130 grams.

150. (February 1996) Polished Axe: New Rent, Hutton-in-the-Forest (Fig. 5)
This fine specimen was found lying on the surface at New Rent (NY 455365) in

the spring of 1990 by Mr G. Butterworth, gamekeeper to the Hutton Estate.
The axe core rock is not exposed at any point but macroscopic examination

indicates a dark-green tuff of the B.V.S. (Group VI). One face is weathered to an
even mid-grey while the other surface exhibits a considerable area of dark-green with
smaller lighter patches shading towards grey. This differential weathering suggests
long undisturbed exposure at the findspot.

While a number of original flake scars are present on both faces, a few appear
secondary, including one large detached flake which has affected the rounded shape
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FIG. 4. No. 145. Stone axe roughout. Seaville, Abbeytown. (1:2).
No. 147. Stone axe fragment. Raughton Head. (1:2).

No. 148. Polished stone axe. Old Carlisle, Wigton. (1:2).
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FIG. 5. No. 149. Polished stone axe. Penrith. (1:2).
No. 150. Polished stone axe. New Rent, Hutton-in-the-Forest. (1:2).
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of the butt. The lateral blade facets are poorly defined when compared to other
Cumbrian axe finds. The cutting edge is finely ground and sharp and is markedly
convex and symmetrical. The butt is broad and displays part of an edge facet. In
cross-section the form is a plump oval.

Dimensions: Max. L. 163 mm; Max. Body T. 35 mm; Max. W. across cutting
edge 68 mm; W. across butt (estimated) 23 mm; Max. T. at butt 8 mm; Max. W. of
butt facet 6 mm. Weight: 482 grams.

Reported by Mr M. Tallents, New Rent Cottage, Hutton-in-the-Forest. 10

Flint

151. (October 1993) Knife: Lamonby, nr. Skelton (Fig. 6)
Worked from a piece of dark-brown almost black coloured flint, this knife was

found by the owner, Mr P. Underwood, in the garden of his home at Croft House,
Lamonby.

A thick skin of dirty greenish-brown cortex adheres to the dorsal surface while the
ventral displays the bulb and pressure rings. Triangular in cross-section, the dorsal
carries an off-centre ridge with broad flake scars on the upper surface and running at
a 45 degree angle towards one edge. There is bifacial nibbling at several edge points.
Dimensions: Max. L. 45 mm; Max. W. 26 mm; Max. T. 9 mm.

Reported by Mr K. Mounsey, Penrith.

152. (July 1995) Blade: Old Carlisle, Red Dial, Wigton (NI)
Part of a blade found on the surface at Cunningarth Farm (NY 265467) by the

inquirer in May 1995.
The extreme tip only has survived and has broken across at an angle of 45

degrees. The flint is light grey and contains light coloured flecks. There is a central
mid-rib on the dorsal with secondary working around the edges.

Dimensions: 16 x 14 mm; Max. T. 5 mm.
Reported by Mr G. Harney, Carlisle, and in the possession of Mr P. Watson,

Cunningarth Farm, Red Dial.

153. (May 1996) Scraper or Knife: Mayburgh, Eamont Bridge (Fig. 6).
This `thumbnail' scraper or knife was found by the inquirer lying on the surface

in the entrance to Mayburgh henge monument in May 1996. Apart from a polished
stone axe reported many years ago," this is probably the only other prehistoric
artefact from the site.

The flint is roughly circular in outline and piano-convex in section. The surface
colour is mid-grey with light flecks but a deep scar on the dorsal reveals a pale blue-
grey core colour. The ventral surface is smooth apart from one flake scar in the
centre. The bulb is very prominent with remains of the striking platform. A rough
area of cortex is present on the dorsal towards the bulbar end.

The whole of the dorsal surface running down towards the edges has been finely
worked at an angle of 45 degrees. The edge itself is sharp with no signs of wear. This
suggests one of two possibilities. That the tool has been discarded or lost before
being put to use as a scraper, or that it was originally a scraper and subsequently
worked into a knife-like edge.
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FIG. 6. No. 151. Flint knife. Croft House, Lamonby. (1:1) .
No. 153. Flint scraper or knife. Mayburgh, Eamont Bridge. (1:1).

Dimensions: 21.5 x 20 mm; Max. T. 8 mm.
Reported by Dr F. Bell, Penrith. 12

Roman

Gold

154. (July 1991) Finger-Ring: Nether Denton (NI)
This superb solid gold ring with gemstone was found with a metal-detector at

Wallholme Farm west of Nether Denton fort site (NY 585644) in 1991. 13 The
discovery was first reported by Mr T. Wilmott, English Heritage, and the ring was
eventually brought in by the finder for recording on the 21 November 1991. It was
subsequently examined and reported on by the British Museum. 14

The ring is in fine condition apart from light surface scratches and evidence of
general wear. The gold is very pure and the British Museum XRF analysis gave the
result: 98% gold, 2% silver and a trace (0.2%) of copper. The gem was identified
(X-ray diffraction) as a green variety of chalcedony.

Circular in shape with no distortion, the hoop is plano-convex in section. The
device on the gem is a dancing satyr with a long tail who appears to be naked and
devoid of any attributes. There are two vertical lines in front of the satyr which may
represent a tripod.
Dimensions: Max. Ext. Diam. 18 mm; Max. Int. Diam. 14 mm; Min.W. of hoop 2
mm; the gem is slightly oval-shaped and measures 5.5 x 5 mm.

The ring is a high quality piece dating from the first century A.D. It may well be
an imported item although local goldsmiths could produce exceptionally fine
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jewellery. In view of the small number of extant finds from Nether Denton, this ring
is an important addition to the site archive.

Copper Alloy

155. (February 1990) Lock-Bolts: Nether Denton (Fig. 7)
Two lock-bolts were found by the inquirer in the garden of his house at Church

Hill (NY 596646) which lies on the Roman fort site. A penannular brooch was
recovered from the same area in 1979. 15

Lock-bolts are common finds on Roman military and civilian sites and these two
examples require no further comments.

1. Max. L. 58 mm; Max. W. 14 mm; Max. T. 7 mm.
2. Max. L. 40 mm; Max. W. 16 mm; Max. T. 8 mm.
Both items were returned to the finder, Mr J. Dee, Church Hill, Nether Denton.

156. (June 1990) Knee Brooch: Carlisle (NI)
This small knee brooch was found with a metal-detector "lying in gravel" at the

edge of the River Eden, Rickerby Park (NY 408567), on the 17 June 1990.
The brooch is in reasonable condition with some surface corrosion. The spring-

box and spring are intact but the pin is missing. The name is derived from the head
of the bow resembling a bent knee, and the head itself can vary in shape from
cylindrical to a flat semi-circular plate. The brooch is Collingwood's Group V'' and
is of Continental origin, being introduced to Britain in the mid-second century A.D.
Dimensions: Max. L. 31 mm; Max. W. at spring-box 13 mm.

There are a considerable number of parallels for the Carlisle brooch and examples
from Newstead" and Oxfordshire 18 serve to illustrate the type.

Reported by Mr G. Harney, Carlisle.

157. (July 1990) Dress-Fastener and Finial: Scout Scar, Underbarrow (NI)
These two objects were found with a metal-detector on Scout Scar (SD 488922)

but the precise circumstances of the find and date are unknown.
One item is cup-shaped and is probably the surviving half of a button-and-loop

fastener of Wild's Class I or IV. 19 The second object is possibly also Roman period
and is a decorative finial or cap designed to fit over a tapering rod.

Reported by Mr M. Hogg, .Burneside, Kendal.

158. (October 1990) Dress-Fastener: Papcastle (Fig. 7)
During the building of a by-pass on the A595 road, the inquirer found this object

in a spoil-heap using a metal-detector. 20

It is a circular dress or button-and-loop fastener of the type found mainly in
Brigantia with outliers recorded in Votadinian territory and Wales. 21 These disc-
headed fasteners in cast bronze often have attractive enamelled designs and fall into
the Gillam Type C22 and Wild Class V 23 classification.

The present example retains only the stump of the triangular-shaped fastening
loop. The disc surface is decorated with the popular flower or daisy-petal motif. In
this case there are seven petals which originally held heart-shaped enamel inlay. A
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FIG. 7. Nos. 155.1/.2. A common form of lock-bolt used in Roman period tumbler locks (copper-alloy).
Church Hill, Nether Denton. (1:1) .

No. 158. Enamelled dress-fastener (copper-alloy). Papcastle. (1:1).
No. 159.1. Disc brooch or mount with peripheral lugs (copper-alloy). Papcastle. (1:1).

No. 159.2. Acorn-shaped decorative terminal (copper-alloy). Papcastle. (1:1).
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missing edge fragment has removed one of the petals. There are also traces of
enamel in the central circular void and encircling channel.
Dimensions: Max. Diam. of disc 29 mm; Max. T. of disc 2 mm; length of surviving
loop stub 13 mm.

While the daisy-petal, is a popular design, the majority have six or eight petals,
such as the fastener from Caerleon. 24

Reported by Mr M. Hogg, Burneside, Kendal.

159. (July 1991) Disc Brooch/Mount and Terminal: Papcastle (Fig. 7)
Both these objects were found by the inquirer in July 1991 when operating a

metal-detector over the topsoil removed during the construction of the Papcastle
A595 by-pass. 25

1. A corroded disc brooch or mount with four peripheral lugs, one of which is
missing. These angle-pointed lugs originally had enamel insets. There is a
central boss encircled by a single line of relief moulding positioned halfway
between the boss and the disc edge. The reverse is concave with no visible
means of attachment apart from a rust spot which may be the remains of a pin
or clasp support.
Dimensions: Max. Diam. 32 mm; Max. T. (including boss 9mm); average lug
length 7 mm.

Umbonate disc brooches with four peripheral enamel-filled lugs are not
uncommon finds although the rounded or petal-shaped lugs occur more
frequently than the angled lugs. 26 The lack of an attachment method may
indicate that the disc was used as a mount decoration for leather and clasped at
the edges.

2. An acorn-shaped terminal with incised surface decoration. The lower half
carries a herringbone pattern while the upper cone has short slashes converging
on the tip.
Dimensions: Max. Ht. 15 mm; Max. Diam. 12 mm.

Possibly the head of a hair or clothes pin as in the Richborough example, 27

although rather heavy for such a function.
Reported by Mr M. Hogg, Burneside, Kendal.

160. (September 1991) Bird's Wing: Penton, nr. Carlisle (NI)
This interesting and locally rare item was found by the inquirer when using a

metal-detector in the Penton area in 1991. 28

The object is almost certainly an eagle's wing and of Roman period date. The
individual feathers are well-defined and have been produced by a series of short
incisions arranged in a herringbone fashion on both faces. The lower edge is
penetrated by a rectangular slot which indicates not only the attachment point but
also the wing position on the eagle's body. It was not outstretched at right-angles as
in the Icklingham wing, 29 but was either swept backwards along the line of the body
in the manner of Fenny Stratford and Woodeaton, 30 or slightly raised.

Corrosion around the wing edges has obscured the surface detail and it is not
possible to see whether the tips of the primary feathers are raised like the
Gorhambury 31 or Colchester" wings. The Penton wing is similar to the latter which
was attached to the eagle's body and not cast in one piece.
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161

163
0^20mm 

168

FIG. 8. No. 161. Winged figurine (copper-alloy). Papcastle. (1:1).
No. 163. Face mask or bust (copper-alloy). Old Carlisle, Wigton. (1:1).

No. 167. Lead spindle-whorl. Stanwix, Carlisle. (1:1).
No. 168. Acorn-shaped lead sling-shot. Stanwix, Carlisle. (1:1).
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Dimensions: Max. L. 74.5 mm; Max. W. 37 mm; Max. T. 10.5 mm; the
rectangular slot measures 23 x 5 mm and penetrates the wing to a depth of 26 mm.

Reported by Mr S. Clifton, Catlowdy, Penton.

161. (September 1991) Winged Figurine: Papcastle (Fig. 8)
This important object was found by the inquirer when operating a metal-detector

at Papcastle c. 1991. It was recovered from the topsoil which had been removed
during the Papcastle A595 by-pass operation (c. NY 106317).

The figure is probably male, nude and incomplete, with the right arm missing and
only the stump remaining of the left arm. The right leg has broken through at the
knee joint and both legs are bent in a backward direction across the knees, possibly
the result of a severe blow. Surface corrosion has removed much of the original
detail rendering gender identification uncertain although the figure does not appear
to have ever possessed breasts. The facial features have been removed completely.

Both wings carry a combination of incised straight lines and semi-circles to
indicate feathering which is best preserved on the upper surface of the left wing.
Traces of a head decoration can be seen most clearly from the rear with a cloth
covering held by an encircling band. The base is of indeterminate form.
Dimensions: Max. Ht. (base to wing tip) 83 mm; Max. W. (across wing tips) 42
mm; length (left wing) 26 mm, length (right wing) 24 mm.

When the figure was first examined it was thought to be a winged Victory, but the
gender would now eliminate this suggestion! Representations of the goddess Victory
are invariably clothed although the position of the outstretched wings is reflected in
statuettes of Victory from Continental sites. 33 A winged Cupid would appear to be
the most reasonable identification.

Reported by Mr P. Skillen, Dearham, Maryport.

162. (April 1992) Decorative Mount: Kirkby Thore (NI)
Part of a mount found by the inquirer with a metal-detector at Kirkby Thore

(NY 630257) c. 1992.
The edges are damaged but the gilded surface with tendril-heart motif is intact.

The latter is enclosed by a pelleted border and the reverse carries the remains of a
short shank for attachment to a leather belt or strap.
Dimensions: Max. L. 33 mm; Max. W. 24 mm; Max. T. 2 mm.

Probably of military origin and dating to the 1st.-3rd. centuries A.D.'
Reported by Mr N. M. Marshall, Carlisle.

163. (October 1992) Face Mask or Bust: Old Carlisle, Red Dial, Wigton (Fig. 8)
This fragmentary object was recovered with a metal-detector at Cunningarth

Farm, Red Dial, in October 1992.
It consists of the upper half of a female face with the fracture line running

through the eye pupils. The centre of the right eye has been almost removed but the
left eye pupil is intact. The pupils themselves are merely punched dots.

The carefully arranged hairstyle sweeps down over the forehead and is parted in
the centre. The head covering is secured by a raised braid or band decorated with
short diagonal slash marks and extends down the sides framing the face. The reverse
has a projecting ledge with a flat surface below it.
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Dimensions: Max. Ht. 25.5 mm; Max. W. 33.5 mm; Max. T. 9 mm; depth of
projection on reverse 3 mm.

The arrangement on the reverse suggests the image was attached to some object
or furniture item rather than originating from a free-standing figure. A religious or
votive association, however, should not be disregarded. The hairstyle set in large
waves was very fashionable from the mid-second to the third century A.D.

Reported by Mr G. Harney, Carlisle.

164. (October 1992) Plaque of Claudius: Yorkshire or Cumbria(?) (Pl. 3)
This rare plaque or roundel bearing an image of the Emperor Claudius (A.D. 41-

54) was originally reported to Council by the writer 35 with a note appearing in the
CWAAS Newsletter. 36

Reports were reaching Tullie House that a valuable object had been found with a
metal-detector "somewhere in the north-west" and more particularly from Kirkbride
Roman fort site. Subsequent investigations by Cumbria police pointed to a site near
Stamford Bridge, Yorkshire. 37 Rumours still persisted however, from various
sources, that the object was a Cumbrian find and it was considered advisable to
include it as a "reported local find!".

The following abbreviated description is based upon the entry in Christie's Sale
catalogue of July 1992.

PLATE 3. No. 164. Plaque or roundel bearing an image of the Emperor Claudius.
Yorkshire or Cumbria (?).
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Description: the Emperor Claudius is wearing a radiate crown with a short
fringed hairstyle, prominent extended ears and is dressed in a toga and pallium or
cloak. The symbols of the office of pontifex maximus can be seen in the field, namely
a simpuvium or dipper to the left, and a lituus or wand (the office of augur) to the
right. The image is enclosed by a raised foliate and beaded border and the reverse is
lead filled. The piece dates from c. 50-150 A.D. Diameter: 248 mm.

It is a matter of speculation where the plaque may have originated. Perhaps from
an ala standard similar to that shown on the tombstone of the signifer Flavinus of the
Ala Petriana in Hexham Abbey. 38 This shows a large medallion bearing a radiate
image of the reigning emperor and dates to the second quarter of the second century
A.D. It is possible that such an emblem might have been re-used and mounted in a
temple or shrine. Alternatively, the plaque could have been made specifically for a
religious shrine to be placed alongside busts of other deified emperors.

165. (August 1994) Finger-Ring(?): Red Dial, Wigton (NI)
A small ring was found with pottery sherds (unspecified) in the garden of a house

at Red Dial (NY 255461) in July 1994. The proximity of the findspot to Old
Carlisle suggests a likely Roman date but the ring lacks any diagnostic features.

The hexagonal-sectioned hoop is worn, with a green surface colour and a
polished finish. There are chasing marks arranged in a herringbone design around
the outer surface.
Dimensions: Max. Ext. Diam. 25.5 mm; Max. Int. Diam. 18 mm; hoop width
variation 3 — 4.5 mm; Max. T. of hoop 3.5 mm.

The object is probably a simple finger-ring but use as a harness-ring is also a
possibility.

Reported by Ms E. Armstrong, Wigton.

166. (July 1995) Military Diploma: Ravenglass (NI)
Three fragments of the two leaves of a military diploma were found on the beach

below the high water mark in front of the fort site in 1995.
The larger part of Tabella I (height 116 mm; width 96mm) was found on the 10

June 1995. The two adjoining fragments of Tabella II (upper fragment height 50
mm; width 61 mm; lower fragment height 48 mm; width 53 mm) were discovered
with a metal-detector some two weeks later. These are now in the Manchester
Museum collection (Acc. No. 1996.201).

The diploma dates to the 27 February A.D.158 and records the grant by
Antoninus Pius, of citizenship and the legal right of marriage to the discharged
veterans of four alae and seventeen cohorts in Britain, during the governorship of
Julius Verus. The name of the recipient is unfortunately lost, but he was an ex-
cavalryman of the cohors I Aelia Classica under the command of Caedicius Severus.
The name of the recipient's father was Cassius, and he possibly came from
Heliopolis (Baalbek) in Roman Syria.

The diploma has been previously noted by Dr Roger Tomlin and fully published
by Dr Paul Holder, University of Manchester.39
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Lead

167. (November 1993) Spindle-Whorl: Stanwix, Carlisle (Fig. 8)
Found by the inquirer when using a metal-detector in the area of Whiteclosegate

(NY 415580).
The whorl is circular with a central perforation cylindrically drilled. One face only

is decorated with a simple design of eight short incised slash marks radiating
outwards like wheel spokes. A dirty brown coloured concretion has formed in the
incisions.
Dimensions: Max. Ext. Diam. 23.5 mm; Max. T. 9 mm; Max. surface diam. of
perforation 10 mm.

Radiating spoke decoration, whether in relief or incised, is displayed on whorls
from both Roman and Medieval contexts. An example from Brigham with eleven
incised spokes was considered to be Medieval. 40 The findspot in this case would
indictate the likelihood of a Roman date.

Reported by Mr P. White, Carlisle.

168. (November 1993) Sling-Shot: Stanwix, Carlisle (Fig. 8)
An acorn-shaped sling-shot (Greep Type 2) found with a metal-detector at

Whiteclosegate (NY 415580).
It is in good condition with a thick grey-white surface skin.

Dimensions: Max. L. 17.5 mm; Max. Diam. 15.5 mm.
Reported by Mr P. White, Carlisle.

Coins and Medallions

169. (April 1990) AR Denarius, republican coin of C. Marius Capito (81 B.C.).
Found in a garden at Cummersdale in 1989.

Reported by Ms L. Bradley, Carlisle. (pub. CW2, xcii, 278, No. 4).

170. (June 1990) AE Sestertius, Hadrian (A.D. 119). Found in the garden of a
bungalow (built c. 1986) at the rear of Sandwith School, St. Bees (NX 962143), in
June 1990.

Reported by Mr R. West, School Croft, Sandwith. (pub. CW2, xcii, 278, No. 8).

171. (September 1990) Two coins were found by two metal-detector operators on
the banks of the R. Eden, Carlisle, in 1990.

a) Dupondius of Nero (A.D. 64-7; RIC I 2.522). From the north bank about 100
metres upstream from the Eden Bridge (NY 402567).

b) Denarius of Faustina I (posthumously issued, A.D. 141+; RIC 378). Found
near the Sands Centre (NY 4010 5653).

Reported by Mr G. Harney and Mr N. M. Marshall, Carlisle. (pub. CW2, xcii,
277).

172. (April 1991) Aureus of Tiberius (A.D. 14-37). This coin may have originated
in the Beaumont or Burgh-by-Sands area in the 19th century. The present owner
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claims the coin was acquired by her great grandfather, Jeremiah Blenkin, when
operating as a "cattle-dealer and farmer."

Reported by Mrs J. Harrison, Carlisle. (pub. CW2, xcii, 278, No. 11).

173. (May 1992) Denarius of Trajan (A.D. 113). Found in the owner's garden at
Rackbridge, Hethersgill, in 1992.

Reported by Mr J. Sayer, Stoneybrook, Rackbridge. (pub. CW2, xciv, 293).

174. (June 1993) AE Dupondius of Hadrian (A.D. 119-121; RIC 597). Dug up in a
private garden in Cockermouth c. 1991.

Reported by Mrs Swanston, Stricketts Court, Cockermouth. (pub. CW2, xcv, 276).

175. (July 1993) AR Denarius of Trajan (A.D. 112-114; RIC 243). Found with a
metal-detector near Drawdykes (NY 4215 5850), Milecastle 64 on Hadrian's Wall
in 1993.

Reported by Mr F. Dunglinson, Carlisle. (pub. CW2, xcv, 275).

176. (October 1994) AR Denarius of Trajan (A.D. 103-111; RIC 129). Found by
the owner in his garden at 6 Burwain Terrace, Kirkby Thore, in 1994.

Reported by Mr A. Nicholson, Kirkby Thore. (pub. CW2, xcvi, 30, No. 10).

177. (February 1995) Gold medallion of Constantine I (A.D. 307-337). This rare
piece was alleged to have been found in the Eden Valley south of Penrith. The writer
was notified by Glendinings of London that it was to be sold by auction on the 28
February 1995 (Lot No. 41). Its present whereabouts are unknown. (pub. CW2,
xcvi, 32, No. 12).

178. (June 1995) AE Sestertius of Commodus (A.D. 187-8; RIC 512). 41 Found
"many years ago", possibly at Newtown, near Irthington.

Reported by Mrs S. A. Rowntree, Scotby.

179. (July 1995) AE Sestertius of Antoninus Pius (A.D. 153-4; RIC 916a).
Recovered during the digging of house foundations at Silverdale, Whiteclosegate,
Tarraby, c. 1978.

Reported by Mr S. Graham, Tarraby.

Pottery

180. (August 1989) (NI)
Rim sherd from a small jar or beaker, 2nd.-3rd. century A.D. Found in the

garden area at Warcop Hall, Appleby, c. 1989.
Reported by Mr M. Blackett-Ord, Warcop Hall.

181. (July 1993) (NI)
A lid fragment from an open-mouthed bowl of Nene Valley colour-coated ware.

The core fabric is buff coloured with a chocolate-brown surface. The type has a
long-life span and examples from Carlisle are usually found in third century
contexts.

Found at Edenside Cricket ground, Carlisle, and reported by Ms H. Meltoft,
Carlisle.
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182. (October 1995) (NI)
An amphora handle with a badly worn stamp. Found in the inquirer's garden at

10 Eden Mount, Stanwix.
The handle is from a southern Spanish vessel and one of the commonest forms

(Class 25; Dressel 20) found on North British sites dating from the late first to the
third century A.D. The first letter of the stamp may be an 'L'. 42

Reported by Ms J. R. Ferguson, Stanwix.

Anglian/Viking

Silver

183. (October 1989) Brooches and fragments: Flusco, Newbiggin (NI)
This important find of Viking-period brooches and fragments dating from the late

ninth and early tenth centuries, has been published by the writer in these
Transactions43 and requires no further comment.

The objects were first reported by Mr D. Craggs, Cumberland Newspapers
Limited. They were eventually acquired by the British Museum.

Iron

184. (January 1990) Axe-Head: Carlisle (Fig. 9)
While digging in his allotment at Richardson Street, Carlisle, in 1984, the

inquirer found this rare survival from the city's Viking past. 44

184

0^mm^41

FIG. 9. No. 184. Viking-period iron axe-head. Carlisle. (1:2).
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The axe-head is badly corroded on the surface although the core metal is
reasonably sound. The blade is considerably expanded with a pronounced droop to
the lower edge. The cutting edge is convex, slightly asymmetrical and damaged
along half its length. There are spur-projections or lugs both above and below the
triangular-shaped shaft-hole opening. Only one of the four sharply-pointed lugs has
survived intact, the remaining three are merely stumps. The butt end is rectangular
with a flattened surface.
Dimensions: Max. L. 140 mm; Max. W. across cutting edge 99 mm; neck width 24
mm; surface measurement of shaft-hole (top) 26 x 14 mm, (bottom) 32 x 17 mm;
butt 27.5 x 22 mm; L. of surviving lug 18 mm.

The axe-head is probably early 11th century and is classified as a Type VI with a
number of examples from southern Britain including a reasonably close parallel from
the River Thames at Battersea. 45 The Carlisle example is probably a battle-axe rather
than a woodworking tool and is the only piece of Viking weaponry recorded from the
city.

Medieval and Later

Silver

185. (September 1991) Finger-Ring: Penton (NI)
Found by the inquirer when operating a metal-detector in the Penton area in

1991.
The object is an annular ring with a rectangular-shaped raised mount or setting

bearing a St Andrews cross in relief. The hoop is rectangular in section and carries
an incised surface design of filled triangles either side of the mount and separated
from it by an incised wavy line.
Dimensions: Max. Ext. Diam. 22 mm; Max. Int. Diam. 18.5 mm; average hoop
thickness 1 mm; average hoop width 2 mm.

The ring is probably 13th century in date. 46 Reported by Mr S. Clifton, Catlowdy,
Penton.

Copper Alloy

186. (February 1990) Inscribed Disc: Nether Denton (Fig. 10)
This interesting object was found by the inquirer in the garden at Church Hill,

Nether Denton (NY 596646).
Edge corrosion has reduced the size and altered the original circular form. The

outlines of the letters `IHC' are incised into the surface on one face and traces of red
enamel have survived. The background decoration consists of a closely-spaced
network of incised parallel lines which break the surface up into almost individual
squared dots.

The opposite face carries a dark blue enamel which does not cover the whole
surface. This enamel contains a series of white dots each with a brownish coloured
centre spot which has worn-off on two of the dots. An off-centre rectangular slot
penetrates the disc.
Dimensions: Max. Diam. 44.5 mm; Max. T. 3.2 mm; slot size 7 x 3 mm.

 
 
tcwaas_002_1999_vol99_0003



RECENT ACQUISITIONS TO TULLIE HOUSE MUSEUM^ 27

The object was submitted to John Cherry, British Museum, who comments that
the inscription suggests a pre-Reformation date of possibly late 15th-early 16th
century A.D. The disc probably began life as an item of religious decoration,
perhaps the insert in the base of a wooden bowl. It was subsequently re-used and a
rectangular slot punched through and the dark-blue enamel added on the reverse.

Reported by Mr J. Dee, Church Hill, Nether Denton.

187. (April 1992) Heraldic(?) Disc or Mount: Beckfoot (NI)
While operating a metal-detector in the vicinity of the Roman fort at Beckfoot,

the inquirer found this decorated enamelled disc. It is almost certainly an item of
leather harness decoration but less certain whether the motif is heraldic. Both
enamelled and plain mounts are fairly common in the Medieval period but rarely
recorded from Cumbria. Some of the designs are heraldic and bear coats-of-arms. 47

The mount is in fairly good condition with some surface corrosion and edge
damage in three places. The face bears a bird design with extravagant plumage set
against a fragmentary background of blue enamel. On the reverse is the remains of
an attachment shank.
Dimensions: Max. Diam. 28.5 mm; average thickness 1 mm; L. of shank stump
2 mm.

There is an almost identical undated parallel from Marshalsea Road, London,
where the bird is interpreted as a dove(?) with a leaf set against a blue enamel
ground. 48 A 14th or 15th century date for the Beckfoot mount would appear
reasonable.

Reported by Mr N. Brown, Carlisle.

188. (May 1992) Swivel-Ring: Ireby (NI)
This unusual ring with zoomorphic decoration was found by the inquirer when

using a metal-detector at Ireby chapel (NY 2243 3930). It was recovered some two
metres outside the stone boundary wall.

The oval-shaped hoop terminates at each end in the head of an animal with open
mouth grasping the edges of a bezel or ring. At the point where the animal's jaws
gape open, a hole has been drilled through the head. Had the object been
interpreted as a finger-ring, the setting or gemstone is missing from the bezel which
is circular and cylindrically drilled. File marks are visible on the top and bottom of
the bezel surface and incised marks and rough areas on the inner face of the hoop.
The latter is approaching piano-convex in section.
Dimensions: hoop size (max. ext.) 25.5 x 21.5 mm, (min. int.) 18.5 x 15.5 mm;
Max. W. of hoop 5 mm; Diam. of bezel 10 mm; Diam. of bezel hole 5.5 mm; Diam.
of beast jaw holes 2 mm.

The object was considered by John Cherry, British Museum, to be "part of a
swivel and not a finger-ring" and possibly used "for the harness of dogs!" The style
of the animal heads indicates 12th or early 13th century. 49

Reported by Mr G. Harney, Carlisle.

189. (June 1993) Tripod Ewer: Nicholforest (Pl. 4)
The tripod ewer is one of the commonest forms of Medieval vessel and many of

them date from the 14th or 15th century. Ewers in the Tullie House collection have
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186

191
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FIG 10. No. 186. Late Medieval inscribed enamelled disc (copper-alloy).
Church Hill, Nether Denton. (1:1).

No. 191. Seated figurine (copper-alloy). Amberfield, Burgh-by-Sands. (1:1).
No. 192. Medieval horse-harness pendant (copper-alloy). Whitehall, Mealsgate. (1:1).
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PLATE 4. No. 189. Medieval tripod ewer. Nicholforest.
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been published in these Transactions, 50 and in recent years a considerable amount of
metallurgical analysis has been carried out on the alloy compositions of Medieval
vessels. The present example is a fine specimen and was found at Whitlawside Farm,
Nicholforest (c. NY 445801), just over the Scottish border.

The ewer metal is a heavily leaded bronze with the mid-grey core metal exposed
in one area. Much of the exterior surface is covered with patches of brown
encrustation and light-green verdigris. The vessel is complete with all three legs
intact, the only damage being two holes in the body and base. The body is more
globular than pear-shaped with a curved strip handle. The gently curving spout is
hexagonal in section, braced from the mid-point and terminates in zoomorphic
decoration. The legs have `animal paw' feet while the body and neck are
undecorated.
Dimensions: Ht. 250 mm; Max. body circumference 457 mm; slightly oval-shaped
mouth measuring internally 72 x 68 mm; L. of neck 90 mm; neck internal
restriction diam. 63 mm; handle length (outer face) 132 mm, (inner face) 117 mm;
Max. W. of handle 22 mm. Spout length (outer face) 130 mm, (inner face) 105
mm. Weight: 1.8 kgs.

Reported by Mr C. Hall, Cauldside, Canonbie.

190. (September 1993) Harness Mount: Shap (NI)
A corroded decorated disc donated by the finder to Keswick Museum and with

attached label stating the findspot to be "near the church at Shap, 24.10.1979, eight
inches deep in ground". Presumably a metal-detector find. 51

The disc has a prominent central boss encircled by a broad flange penetrated by
two circular attachment holes diametrically opposed. A section of the flange is
missing and has removed one of the holes. The reverse is hollow and the whole of
the outer surface is covered with a foliage and floral relief design.
Dimensions: Max. Diam. 67 mm; average thickness 3 mm; hole diam. 6.5 mm.

Dating is uncertain but the degree of corrosion suggests late 18th or early 19th
century.

191. (December 1993) Seated Figurine: Amberfield, Burgh-by-Sands (Fig. 10)
This crouched or seated figurine is a potentially important find for the local area.

It was found by the inquirer when operating a metal-detector on the site of a new
housing development at Amberfield (NY 328589) in 1993. 52

Specialist opinion is divided on the object with suggested dates ranging from
Romano-British to Medieval 53 . Research to date has failed to locate a close parallel
and it may be that it was produced by a local metalsmith and not imported into the
area.

The condition of the figure metal is good, the present dark colour is the result of
oil treatment by the finder. The main cause for concern being the corrosion
products around the iron mass at the base which is probably the original attachment
point. Surface detail on the face and clothing has survived to a remarkable degree.

The figure is either seated or is squatting in a crouched position. He is wearing a
headcovering, a cowl-like hood and a loose fitting tunic drawn-up above the knees.
Both the headgear and the hood are decorated with a random pattern of incised
symbols, mainly crosses, although a T-shape and a "set-square" can be seen. The
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hands are missing, one leg is partly visible to the calf while the other has gone
completely apart from the knee-cap.

The body attitude lends itself to various interpretations: that the figure is riding a
horse or driving a cart and holding the reins: that he is eating, relieving or even
possibly exposing himself — but corrosion has removed the finer detail!

While the cowl-like hood and tunic does appear on figures from Romano-British
contexts (e.g. Piercebridge Ploughman), the cross decoration hints at post-Roman.
An 8th or 9th century date has been suggested as a possibility. In the absence of
suitable early parallels however, an Early Medieval date is likely, perhaps 12th or
13th century.

Reported by Mr N. M. Marshall, Carlisle.

192. (January 1994) Harness Pendant: Whitehall, Mealsgate (Fig. 10)
Found by the inquirer with a metal-detector at Whitehall (NY 2029 4119) in

January 1994, this harness pendant and the three from Kirklinton (Cat. Nos. 83-5)
appear to be the first recorded examples from Cumbria. The Whitehall pendant is
classified as a Type V 54 and is also illustrated by Griffiths."

The pendant is a quatrefoil shape with a central square panel featuring a lion
passant guardant surrounded by four fleur-de-lis. The decoration is in relief and
would originally have been gilded. In other examples, the fleur-de-lis is on a blue
enamel background and the lion in red. This represents the Arms of England after
they were quartered with those of France in 1340.

The condition of the pendant is good but cleaning following recovery has given
the surface a coppery appearance. The perforated suspension loop is broken and the
reverse face is slightly concave.
Dimensions: Max. L. 43 mm; Max. W. 32.8 mm; Max. T. 1.5 mm.

It has been suggested that sets of pendants would be suspended from harness
equipment and many examples are purely chance finds having fallen-off in transit!
The Whitehall pendant probably dates to the 14th century. 56

193. (April 1995) Key Escutcheon: Egremont (NI)
This object was not seen at first-hand but information was sent by the finder. 57 It

was recovered "about 250 metres" from the main entrance to Egremont Castle
during repairs to an underground cable in c. 1983.

The florid style of the escutcheon, while suggesting a possible Medieval date, is
not a reliable diagnostic indicator. The dimensions and key opening would indicate
a cupboard or door fitting rather than a casket. Two large perforations (5 mm
diameter) were probably the nail holes while three smaller holes (1.5 mm diameter)
are likely to be decorative.
Dimensions: Max. Ht. 80 mm; Max. W. 89 mm.

Reported by Mr A. Bell, Egremont.

Lead

194. (September 1992) Harness Mount: Allonby (NI)
Found on the beach at Allonby (NY 0765 4338) in 1992, this decorated disc is

probably a Victorian period harness mount.
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A centrally positioned circular boss is encircled by an elaborate relief design on
the flange. This consists of a zig-zag or series of nine linking triangles each displaying
a five-leafed plant motif. The ground between the apex of the triangles is filled with
a three petal flower head. No trace of a design can be seen on the corroded surface
of the boss itself. A single line of overlapping leaves runs around the base of the boss
and a thin pelleted border follows the disc edge.

The reverse is hollow and the attachment remains suggest a single fastening pin
rather than two shanks.
Dimensions: Max. Diam. 56.5 mm; Max. Diam. (boss) 28 mm; boss projection
3 mm. Weight: 62 grams.

Reported by Mrs L. Jeffs, Crumpsall, Manchester.

195. (September 1993) Harness Mount: Uldale (NI)
This object was first reported to Keswick Museum in September 1993 as having

been found at Uldale "many years ago". These decorative mounts were
manufactured in a wide range of metals and designs. The finest quality horse brasses
were often produced to the owner's individual design while those in soft metals like
lead and pewter were turned-out in their hundreds for the "cheaper end of the
market".58 The Uldale mount probably dates from the 19th or early 20th century

A.D.
It is oval-shaped with relief decoration covering the central boss and the flange.

The reverse is concave with a projecting rectangular-shaped iron attachment loop.
The boss displays an open flower head design and is surrounded by an undecorated
raised band which in turn is surrounded by a single line of leaf-and-pellet. The
flange surface carries twelve small bosses with linking festoon ornament
incorporating a punched dot design.
Dimensions: 60 x 55 mm; Max. Depth (including boss) 10 mm; attachment loop
projection 13 mm, length 27 mm.

Reported by Hazel Davison, Curator, Keswick Museum and Art Gallery.

196. (August 1995) Pilgrim's sign or Badge: Orton (Fig. 11)
An example of the common ampulla or two-handled flask souvenir sold at

religious shrines throughout Western Europe in the Medieval period. It was found
by the inquirer with a metal-detector at Red House Farm (NY 353538) in 1994.

These pilgrim badges first appeared c. 1175-1200 A.D. and became popular in
the 13th and early 14th century with some surviving into the 15th century. They
were made of lead, tin, or a tin-alloy and were produced in a wide variety of styles
and designs associated with individual shrines and saints. 59

The badges were either pinned to the hat or clothing, or were worn round the
neck as in the case of the ampulla type where the cord was passed through the vessel
handles. A few examples of the ampulla style have been recorded locally. 60

The flask is hollow and originally held holy water dispensed to pilgrims at shrines
and wells. The majority are still sealed when found but the Orton badge has been
broken open at the top to reveal the inside.

The condition is fair apart from the torn top, damage to one handle and a small
hole in one face. A dirty grey-white patination covers much of the surface and the
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197 218.11

FIG. 11. No. 196. Medieval pilgrim's sign or badge (lead). Red House Farm, Orton. (1:1).
No. 197. Lead seal or token with heraldic device. Burgh-by-Sands. (1:1).

No. 213. Decorated stone ball. Nutberry Moss, Dumfriesshire. (1:1).
No. 218.11. Bridle-bit(?) linking bar (copper-alloy). Iron Age or Roman Period(?). Gilsland area. (1:1).

blackish core metal is exposed in places. One face displays the popular scallop shell
design, 61 while the other bears an indistinct motif which is probably decorative.
Dimensions: Max. L. 51 mm; Max. W. 40.5 mm; Max. T. 15mm. Weight: 48
grams.

Reported by Mr M. Graham, Carlisle.

197. (September 1995) Seal or Token: Burgh-by-Sands (Fig. 11)
When operating a metal-detector on land adjoining the Amberfield to Longwath

road (NY 3252 5798), the inquirer found this lead disc bearing an interesting motif.
One face is blank but the other displays a heraldic device in the form of a shield

with two five-pointed stars or mullets in a line with a probable third star having been
removed by a deep gouge mark.

The device may be that of the Irton family of Muncaster, 62 and the object a seal or
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trade token identifying the ownership of goods and attached to them (barrel, sack,
etc.). The style of the device suggests 16th or 17th century or even later.'

Reported by Mr G. Lockhart, Rosley, Wigton.

Coins and Medallions

198. (June 1991) Coin Hoard: Beaumont (NI)
During the summer of 1991, a number of Medieval silver coins were recovered at

Beaumont (NY 349603) by individuals operating metal-detectors. The findspot is in
the vicinity of a previous large fourteenth-century hoard of about 2,000 silver coins
found in December 1884. 64 A total of nineteen coins were reported to Tullie House
on the 12 June 1991 65 and were eventually taken into the British Museum for
specialist study.

Further coins have now been recovered and an interim listing of the initial find
has been received from the British Museum. Apart from one uncertain fragment, all
the coins are official English issues of sterling silver (i.e. 92.5% fine metal). They
range in date from 1280 to 1356 and correspond with the known contents of the
earlier hoard deposited c. 1360. 66

Reported by Mr G. McGuire, Blackpool.

199. (October 1994) Medallion: Aspatria (NI)
While using a metal-detector in the vicinity of Beacon Hill (NY 141418), the

inquirer found a decorated bronze medallion. The findspot is close to the site of the
well-known Viking cist burial, but here the association ends!

The medallion (diameter 48 mm) is in good condition, with a suspension hole set
close to the edge. On one side is a bearded face in relief and on the other two
figures, one standing and the other seated with a large bird perched on the knee. In
the exergue is a temple structure flanked by symbols very similar to the Ancient
Egyptian ankh sign.

The object was sent to the British Museum for comment and the opinion was in
favour of it being a modern souvenir piece with a design loosely based on an ancient
motif, perhaps taken from a Greek coin.

Reported by Mr W. Humphreys, Aspatria.

Pottery

200. (August 1989) (NI)
Four Medieval jug sherds were found in the garden area at Warcop Hall,

Appleby-in-Westmorland, c. 1989.
They have hard sandy oxidised fabrics and three have an external coating of green

lead glaze. One sherd has traces of a rouletted or stamped decoration. Dating to the
13th-15th century. 67

Reported by Mr M. Blackett-Ord, Warcop Hall.

201. (August 1992) (NI)
A Late Medieval reduced green ware jug handle of probable 15th century date

found by the inquirer at Kirkandrews-on-Eden.
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The exterior surface carries reeded or grooved (combed) decoration and a patchy
pale yellow-green glaze. The fabric colour varies between light-grey and brick-red.
Dimensions: Max. L. 118 mm; Max. W. 52 mm; Max. T. 15.5 mm; Max. W. across
body attachment point 69 mm.

Reported by Miss J. Reed, Kirkandrews-on-Eden.

202. (August 1995) (NI)
This nude porcelain(?) figure was found on the beach at Allonby close to the salt-

pans on the 17 August 1995. It was publicised in a local newspaper68 and was
brought into the museum for further study.

Water action has removed the facial features and surface detail to such an extent
that gender identification is uncertain although probably female. The legs are
missing below the knees, both hands are gone and a casting seam runs across the
head and down the arms.
Dimensions: Max. L. 55 mm; Max. W. 24 mm; Max. T. 13 mm.

Since the figure lacks a base or any helpful diagnostic features, its original
function is unknown. It may simply be a child's toy or a piece from a rather risqué
chess-set! Probably 19th or early 20th century in date.

Reported by Mrs S. Reid, Workington.

Period Uncertain

Copper-Alloy

203. (April 1992) Strap-Terminal (?): Stanwix (NI)
Found by the inquirer in the garden of her home at Whiteclosegate c. 1990, this

corroded cup-shaped object is of uncertain use and date.
It consists of an oval cup at one end of a perforated flat `handle' extension. While

the cup termination is akin to a Roman dress or cloak-fastener, the `handle' has a
stop-ridge similar to that found on a strap-terminal. It would be riveted through the
circular hole onto a leather strap.
Dimensions: Max. L. 44 mm; L. of flat stem 21 mm; Max. W. across cup rim 17.5
mm; Max. D. of cup 5 mm; Diam. of perforation 2.8 mm.

Although precise parallels are lacking, the object is likely to be an item of harness
decoration and the findspot suggesting Roman period.

Reported by Mrs W. Baldwin, Stanwix.

204. (April 1992) Segmented Object: Beckfoot (NI)
This intriguing item was found by the inquirer when using a metal-detector close

to the Roman fort site.
It is basically a circular collar with a total of eight projecting segments of unequal

width and spacing radiating outwards like the spokes of a wheel.
Dimensions: Max. Diam. 29.5 mm; Max. Diam. (inner collar) 28.5 mm; Max.
T. 8 mm.

The object is certainly functional and of some antiquity, although a comment
from the British Museum suggesting "a plumbing fragment and probably not
Roman", does not shed much light on the matter!

Reported by Mr N. Brown, Carlisle.
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205. (May 1993) Decorated Handle(?) or Bangle(?): Low Lorton, Cockermouth (NI)
This interesting item was recovered from the inquirer's garden at Sunnyvale, Low

Lorton, a location which has also yielded (c. 1960) a ground stone adze or hoe
which was considered to be of ethnographic origin. 69 The latter was possibly from a
private collection and this latest find may be from the same source.

It consists of a rectangular-sectioned distorted bar with incised decoration and
expanding at either end into acorn-shaped terminals. The surface is silvery in
appearance and the core metal yellow (brass?) where recently scored by grass-cutting
machinery.

The surface decoration is a herringbone pattern with narrow zones of pellets and
a series of deep grooves converging on the terminal points. This design is identical at
both ends of the bar while the middle section is undecorated. The overall shape and
decoration is intended to represent a snake.
Dimensions: L. of bar (including terminals) 150 mm; T. of bar (centrepoint) 3 mm;
W. of bar 10 mm; L. of terminals 16 mm.

'While the object in its present form resembles a distorted handle, originally it was
probably a penannular bangle or wrist-torc of African(?) origin and of relatively
recent date.

Reported by Mr P. M. Eurich, Low Lorton, Cockermouth.

Iron

206. (August 1991) Spearhead: Egremont (Pl. 5)
A socketed spearhead found by the inquirer at Black Bridge, Egremont (NY 0138

1073) c. 1969 where it had apparently "fallen out of the riverbank".
The condition is fairly good and the surface has a gloss similar to a sealed varnish

finish. A blackish patination once covered the whole surface but this has disappeared
in many places to reveal an underlying brownish colour.

The socket is solid and not split, and the mouth is circular. The blade is more of a
slim pointed triangular form than leaf-shaped with curving shoulders. Between the
blade base and socket there is a solid neck with a rounded expansion or collar
carrying a double chevron pattern. At the base of the blade on each face is an incised
design of roughly parallel lines sloping downwards at 45 degrees. The spaces
between the lines are filled with short slash marks forming a herringbone pattern.
Two parallel incised lines encircle the socket mouth.
Dimensions: L. of blade 300 mm; Max. W. of blade 58 mm; Max. T. of blade 10.5
mm; L. of neck 40 mm; Diam. across neck expansion 22 mm; L. of socket 145 mm;
socket mouth (int. diam.) 25 mm, (ext. diam.) 32.5 mm.

The spearhead had been identified as Viking-period 70 but examination at Tullie
House indicated an ethnographic origin perhaps East or Southern Africa. The latter
opinion was confirmed by Mr A. J. Nicholson who favoured a Sudanese souvenir
from the nineteenth century. The neck expansion bulb and socket cast in one piece
are a characteristic feature of such weapons. 71 It is not the first spearhead of non-
British origin to turn-up in Cumbria (cf. Cat. No. 208), 72 nor will it be the last.

Reported by Mr K. S. Rumney, Seaton, Workington.
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PLATE 5A. No. 206. Socketed iron^PLATE 5B. Decorative detail on blade and expansion.
spearhead.

Black Bridge, Egremont.

207. (June 1993) Staple or Peg(?): Kirkandrews-on-Eden (NI)
A heavily corroded object which closely resembles in outline a Roman iron staple

or peg from the Tullie House excavations of 1892. The main difference between the
two is that the Carlisle object has feathering `nicks' down each corner to grip the
wood when driven-in and to hinder withdrawal. Feathering is not apparent on this
staple but may have been removed by corrosion.

From a circular butt end the top section gradually tapers to a slight shoulder
before narrowing towards a blunted tip. This lower shank is square in section.
Dimensions: Max. L. 140 mm; L. of lower shank 90 mm; Max. W. of shank (at
shoulder) 17 mm; Max. Diam. of butt 15 mm.

In the absence of cleaning and X-ray analysis, it is not possible to suggest a
precise function or date for this object. Apart from resembling a staple, the outline
can also be likened to a Roman `pilum' or javelin head, ballista bolt, metalworkers
punch or even the top of an iron railing!

Reported by Mr W. P. Reed, Kirkandrews-on-Eden.
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208. (March 1994) Spearhead: Longtown (Pl. 6)
This socketed spearhead was found on a site "near Longtown" where a

mechanical excavator had been operating. 73

The leaf-shaped blade is heavily corroded but the core metal is sound. The blade
edges are thinned and blunted and the tip is missing. Originally circular, the split
socket has been hammered-in on the seam side to secure the wooden spear-shaft.
There are eight `flats' on the external surface of the socket.

One blade face is decorated with an elaborate incised pattern which extends from
the socket base up the blade for one-third of its length. Surface deterioration has
obscured the design. The neck area between the blade and socket base carries a
roughly incised herringbone pattern demarcated at the top and bottom by three
raised mouldings.
Dimensions: overall length 454 mm; Max. L. of blade 231 mm; Max. W. of blade
52 mm; Max. T. of blade 8 mm; L. of socket 193 mm; socket mouth (Int. Diam. 16
mm, Max. Ext. Diam. 28 mm); L. of neck moulding 30 mm.

Almost certainly of non-British origin and possibly another African spearhead
such as the examples from Egremont (Cat. No. 206) and Gilsland.

Reported by Mr I. Crawford, Carlisle.

PLATE 6. No. 208. Socketed iron spearhead. Longtown.

Lead

209. (June 1992) Belt-Fitting(?): Scale Beck, Crummock Water (Pl. 7)
A decorative lead object was reported to the Royal Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh,
as having been found near Scale Beck (c. NY 156176) on the west side of
Crummock Water c. 1985. 74 The item unfortunately has been `mislaid' by the finder
and apart from the illustration reproduced here, no detailed record exists.

The image shows an object in the form of an acanthus(?) leaf measuring
approximately 98 x 60 mm and c. 4-5 mm thick. It has a slight inward curve at the
broader end with a deposit of solder suggesting a repair after breakage. The report
from the R.M.S. describes it as "either a Roman lead fitting or belt-terminal, or a
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PLATE 7. No. 209. A decorative lead belt-fitting(?).
Scale Beck, Crummock Water.

Photo: courtesy of the National Museums of Scotland.

post-Medieval neo-Classical revival piece". Until the object re-surfaces and can be
studied at first-hand, no further useful comment can be made.

Reported by Mr J. H. Burns, Edinburgh.

210. (January 1993) Folded Sheet: Ewe Locks, Crosby Ravensworth (Pl. 8)
This intriguing object was found by the inquirer "lying on the surface in the

southern enclosure" at Ewe Locks settlement site (NY 612128) in 1992. 75

Description: it consists of a roughly-cut lead sheet doubled over on itself with the
edges carefully bent over and hammered to ensure a tight seal. It was apparent from
the external appearance that the sheet was enclosing a rectangular object which must
have been important enough to protect and seal. A thick white patination covers the
surface.

The outer surfaces were examined under a microscope for any significant artificial
marks or graffito. Apart from a cluster of some six or seven small shallow circular
depressions and a groove running from them to the fold-point, there was nothing of
interest. Other small depressions of a random nature were observed. It is probable
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that all these marks are casting flaws and of no special significance. Further
examination following surface cleaning may produce a more positive result.
Dimensions: overall size (folded) 85 x 74 mm; Max. T. 30 mm. Weight: 480 grams.

Following photographic recording, a decision was taken to carefully unfold the
sheet. Inside was a small lead sheet with the edges bent up on two sides creating a
pair of `wings' with a broad gap in between. The surface colour varied from mid-
brown to blue-grey and white.
Dimensions: Max. L. 52.5 mm; Max. W. 24.5 mm; Max. Ht. 22 mm.

This inner folded sheet partly enclosed what can only be described as a lead `bolt'
or stud with a hollow head. The stem or shank may have been circular in section
originally but the rough surface has distorted the true cross-sectional form. The
surface colour is primarily white with brown staining.
Dimensions: Max. L. 34 mm; Max. Diam. of shank 10 mm; the head is irregular in
outline measuring 21 x 15 mm.
Comment: This object is one of the most puzzling local finds to have turned up in
recent years. Someone has gone to a great deal of trouble to enclose a fairly
nondescript item of bolt-like shape in two layers of lead sheet. The inner sheet has
been deliberately formed and the outer carefully sealed.

While folded lead sheets are not uncommon finds on Romano-British sites, the
complete encasing of an object is unusual. A folded bar from Verulamium is similar

PLATE 8. No. 210. Folded lead sheet enclosing an object. Ewe Locks, Crosby Ravensworth.
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but does not enclose an object. 7ó The degree of oxidisation indicates an item of some
antiquity and possibly even earlier than the seventeenth century date which has been
suggested. While a Medieval or early Post-Medieval date is still a possibility, the
findspot would indicate the likelihood of a Roman period date.

Reported by Mr D. A. H. Grayling, Lyvennet, Crosby Ravensworth.

Stone

211. (September 1991) Hammerhead(?) or Sinker(?): Cockermouth (NI)
A stone with an irregular outline and an unfinished hole in the upper surface

penetrating the body to the halfway point. It was found by the inquirer in the River
Derwent, Cockermouth (NY 121312).

Despite the absence of tooling or pick-marks in the hole, it was clearly the
intention to bore right through the stone. This would have created a suitable
diameter shaft-hole to suggest an unfinished prehistoric hammerhead or adze blade.
Alternatively, it could be interpreted as a relatively modern sinker discarded prior to
completion.

One face is weathered to a dark-grey/black while the other is light-grey almost
white in places. The cross-sectional form is a flattened oval and the hole is circular
with sloping sides.
Dimensions: Max. L. 175 mm; Max. W. 124.5 mm; Max. T. 55 mm; surface diam.
of hole 33 mm; hole depth 20 mm.

Stone implements with either unfinished shaft-holes or countersunk hollows are
not uncommon local finds with a number of examples in the Tullie House
collection." The closest to the Cockermouth find are implements from Eskmeals 78

and Walney Island, 79 although they possess bi-facial hollows.
Reported by Mr P. Skillen, Dearham.

212. (December 1991) Carved Head: Maryport (Pl. 9)
This interesting head was acquired by the Senhouse Roman Museum, Maryport,

and brought into Tullie House for comment. It was alleged to have been found on
the site of or close to the fort vicus although the circumstances and date of discovery
are unknown.

Description: carved in red sandstone the head is triangular or pear-shaped with
the left hand side fairly flat while the right hand side finish is more uneven and runs
down to the chin at a less steep angle. The head top is coarsely dressed but
reasonably flat. Below the chin the stone projects to indicate the neck demarcated by
a shallow groove on either side. The surfaces are weathered with patches of green
algae adhering.

The eyes are deeply-set behind a prominent nose and are defined by a clearly cut
groove. They are slightly lentoid although not a true almond shape and lack pupils.
Above each eye is a single curved incised eyebrow line. Vertical marks running over
the forehead on to the crown may be an attempt to represent hair or may simply be
natural grooves.

The nose outline is unusual in being broad at the top and narrowing sharply
towards the nostrils represented by two shallow punched marks. The mouth is a
deeply-cut slit and the central feature is either intended to represent `bow-lips', or
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PLATE 9. No. 212. Carved stone head. Maryport.
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the more common `cigarette hole'. Running downwards from the side of the nose
are two `laughter lines'.
Dimensions: Max. Ht. (neck to crown) 193 mm; Max. W. across the head top
139 mm; Max. T 114 mm; Max. L of nose 50 mm; Max. W. across top of nose
33 mm; Max. W. across nostrils 17 mm. Left eye measures 28 x 21 mm, right eye
30 x 21 mm; L. of slit mouth 73 mm; W. of mouth at centrepoint 12 mm.
Comment: this head has three unusual features: the tapering of the nose from top to
bottom as distinct from the more common broadening and flaring of the nostrils; the
`laughter lines' and the `bow-lips' if they can be interpreted as such.

A number of heads possess noses which are broad between the eyes and taper
towards the nostrils, including Corbridge. Northumberland, 80 Cross Hills, Keighley81

and Auldgirth or Dunscore, Dumfriesshire."
While emotive expressions on the faces of genuine Celtic heads are rare,

amusement can be portrayed but `laughter lines' are even more elusive.
Should the Maryport findspot be genuine, then this is likely to be an authentic

Romano-British head and the `bow-lips' can then be regarded as an original feature
and not a `cigarette hole'. The latter is considered by John Billingsley to be a
modern addition which he attributes to the "fairground attraction of `Aunt Sally'
whose mouth held a clay pipe inserted into a small hole as a target"!8 3 Good
examples of `cigarette hole' heads are Allerton, Bradford, 84 Greetland, Halifax,' and
heads carved alongside the River Eden at Armathwaite (NY 506452).

Reported by Mr R. Lister, former Curator of the Senhouse Roman Museum,
Maryport.

213. (July 1992) Decorated Ball: Nutberry Moss, Dumfriesshire (Fig. 11)
Although recovered from a location outside Cumbria, this potentially important

object was first reported to Tullie House and recorded in detail before being claimed
by the National Museums of Scotland under Scottish Treasure Trove Law. 86

The object was found by the inquirer during peat extraction operations at
Nutberry Moss, Eastriggs (NY 2615 6745), in early July 1992. 87

When the ball was first recorded it was thought to be made of glass or a glass
paste and probably a Victorian bottle-stopper or marble. 88 However, the
circumstances of the find and its general appearance and decoration, hinted at an
object of some antiquity. The ball was subsequently examined by Dr Jennifer Price,
University of Durham, and an attempt made to establish its material composition. 89

The analysis suggested a natural stone and not a man-made material and this was
confirmed by the National Museums of Scotland laboratory tests.

Description: the object is spherical and grey-white in colour with small pin-holes
or pitting on the surface. The decoration is in the form of six separate groups of
concentric circles in a very pale grey or black. In detail there is a thick circle
(averaging 2 mm in width) enclosed by a thinner circle with a gap in between but
touching or even merging at certain points. Max. Diam. 22 mm.
Comment: a number of small spherical balls in glass or stone been found on Scottish
Iron Age sites. Glass spheres with inlaid spiral decoration have been recovered from
Late pre-Roman Iron Age or Roman period sites with good examples from Cairnhill,
Monquhitter, Aberdeenshire, 90 and Mochrum Loch, Wigtownshire, 91 with other
glass balls from Traprain Law, Buston crannog and Mote of Mark.
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Undecorated stone balls averaging 30 mm in diameter have been found at a
number of Middle to Late Iron Age sites in southern Scotland including
Dumfriesshire. 92 They were widely considered to be sling-stones but recent opinion
favours gaming pieces. The balls have been laboriously worked from cubes of stone
and a few have made use of the natural coloured veining in the rock to produce a
decorative effect. No painted examples have so far been recorded.

There seems little doubt that the Nutberry ball has been artificially rounded and
painted. Fraser Hunter suggests it is either "related to the decorated glass balls or is
a variant of the polished stone balls and probably dates from the 1st century B.C. to
the 1st-2nd century A.D.". The N.M.S. laboratory analysis also discovered a faint
coloured spot of enamel or glass with concentric layers of grey, red and green similar
to millefiori enamel.

It is to be hoped that future research and the emergence of close comparable
material will shed more light on this intriguing object.

Reported by Mr G. Lamont, Gretna.

Flint

214. (July 1992) Sinker(?): Allonby — Mawbray (NI)
While perforated stones of varying dates and functions are regularly reported,

holed flints are comparatively rare. Should this example prove to be early in date,
then we are dealing with an important local find. It was collected by the inquirer
from the beach between Allonby and Mawbray c. 1987.

The object is an elongated lump of toffey-brown coloured beach flint with the
surface skin removed by weathering or water-action to produce an almost `phallic-
like' shape at one end. At this point a `dog-leg' hole has been drilled right through
from both sides although the angle is not sharp enough to qualify as a V-perforation
of Bronze Age type. The stretched form of the hole as it emerges on both faces is the
result of constant line wear and strengthens the case for its use as a sinker.
Dimension: Max. L 74.5 mm; Max body measurement 39 x 28 mm.

The material used and the perforation form could indicate an object of some
antiquity but whether prehistoric is an open question. Some caution is required
since even a straight bored hour-glass perforation does not necessarily denote an
ancient object. Hole wear-marks can also be misleading since `hag-stones' loom-
weights and general purpose weights display wear marks of sinker pattern. 93

Perforated stones were also suspended from the back of farm 'carts `for luck', 94 and
such vehicles were used to transport coal, seaweed and other `rich pickings' from
beach areas.

Reported by Ms R. Elliot, Wigton.

Pottery

215. (August 1992) Miniature Jug: Cockermouth (NI)
This vessel was alleged to have been "ploughed up in the Cockermouth area in

the late 19th century" by the inquirer's great grandfather.
It is a small single-handled jug or perfume jar in a fabric which has a red-brown

core and buff coloured exterior. The outer surface is chipped exposing the core. A
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white encrustation covers parts of the exterior, the result of either salts emerging
from the fabric or submersion in sea-water.

The globular-shaped body has a slightly concave base carrying the letters `SIR.'
The painted surface decoration in dark-brown is confined to a single dot surrounded
by four concentric circles, the outermost circle being a thicker line than the rest. On
the outer surface of the handle are eight short paint splashes.
Dimensions: Max. Ht. (base to rim) 47.5 mm; Max. Diam. of body 41 mm; Max.
Diam. of mouth 16 mm; Max. Diam. of base 16 mm.

Despite the seemingly authentic context of the find, specialist opinion suggested
the vessel was almost certainly a Mediterranean souvenir of Greek origin!

Reported by Mrs A. Christopherson, Cockermouth.

Multi-Period

216. (November 1990) A collection of local metal-detector finds (NI)
During the Tullie House development project in 1990, a number of objects from

various locations were brought in for identification or comment. 95 While it was not
possible at the time to record the objects in detail, it was considered advisable to
publish a list in case any of them `resurfaced' following their disposal by the finder.
The majority are Roman period with a few of later or uncertain date. They were
found in the Kendal area, Papcastle, Penrith and Ravenglass.

1. A number of coins were inside labelled packets. Some were heavily corroded
and almost illegible while others were denarii in fine condition. The latter
were identified as coins of Mark Antony, Trajan (two), Marcus Aurelius,
Septimius Severus and Constantine. Other coins were marked Hadrian(?)
sestertius, Licinius, Carausius and barbarate radiates.
Mainly from the Kendal area apart from a coin of Constantine from
Ravenglass.

2. A fine example of an umbonate disc brooch (copper-alloy) decorated with
blue and yellow enamel. The attachment pin is missing. Kendal area.

3. Enamelled disc brooch (copper-alloy) with pointed boss. Similar type to No.
2. Kendal area.

4. Miniature lamp (copper-alloy) with single nozzle and acanthus(?) leaf handle,
round bottom and single filler hole. Votive object or toy. Kendal area.

5. A comprehensive range of copper-alloy studs and decorative bosses. The
finder claimed he had "about forty" in his collection. Kendal area, Penrith and
Papcastle.

6. Square plate or mount (copper-alloy) with millifiori coloured decoration.
Kendal A6 road.

7. Dress or cloak-fastener (copper-alloy). Kendal A6 road.
8. `Celtic type' ring-headed pin (copper-alloy) found with Roman pottery.

Kendal A6 road.
9. Small finger-ring (copper-alloy) with inset missing. Cunswick Scar area,

Kendal.
10. Disc mount (copper-alloy). Cunswick Scar area, Kendal.
11. Ring-key (copper-alloy). Kendal A6 road.
12. A plain ring (copper-alloy), possibly a harness item. Kendal area.
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13. Harness terret (copper-alloy) with one knobbed terminal missing. Cunswick
Scar area, Kendal.

14. Foot from a brooch of uncertain type (copper-alloy). Findspot unknown.
15. Knee brooch (copper-alloy). Kendal area.
16. Trumpet brooch (copper-alloy) of the `Backworth type' found at Natland (SD

5180 8940) and published in these Transactions. 96 Acquired by Tullie House
(1992-119) and listed in Part I of this catalogue (No. 39).

17. Knife(?) handle (copper-alloy) with remains of iron tang. Kendal area.
18. A single leg from a tripod vessel (copper-alloy) . Probably Medieval. Kendal

area(?) .
19. A hollow head or face-mask (copper-alloy) cast in the form of a `Jupiter-like'

image with thick curly hair, flowing beard and moustache similar to the figures
illustrated by Leibundgut. 97 Papcastle A595 road by-pass from the spoil-heaps.

20. A remarkably detailed face with hollow reverse (copper-alloy). Possibly
portraying a satyr. Found at Chester.

Reported by Mr M. Hogg, Burneside, Kendal.

217. (September 1991) A collection of local metal-detector finds (NI)
A number of objects were reported by a metal-detector user who had recovered

them from various locations. Two of the items have already been listed in this
catalogue (Nos. 161 and 211).

1. Roman coin, AE sestertius of Antoninus Pius (A.D. 140-4) (RIC 655).
Maryport or Papcastle. (pub. CW2, xciv, 294, No. 9b)

2. Roman coin, AE dupondius of Septimius Severus. Maryport or Papcastle.
(pub. CW2, xciv, 294, No.9c) The finder was uncertain as to which site each
coin came from.

3. A metal object in the form of an arrowhead or fly brooch. The upper surface
carries a gilt foliage pattern in relief. On the reverse is the remains of an
attachment.
Dimensions: 20.5 x 27 mm.

Probably not a brooch but a stud or belt-mount. Medieval or later. Found
at Parsonby.

4. Metal tool handle (knife?) cast in two halves, one end damaged. The surface is
decorated with a random pattern of blue and white (glass or enamel) shapes.
Dimensions: Max. L. 76 mm; Max. W. 21 mm; Max. T. 15 mm.

Probably 19th century. Found in a ploughed field at Lanercost.
5. An oval-shaped metal harness mount. The outer convex surface carries a

weathered decorative pattern. The reverse is hollow with the remains of two
attachment lugs.
Dimensions: 50 x 48 mm.

19th or early 20th century. Lanercost.
6. A copper-alloy flagon lid from a Roman period vessel. One edge is bent

downwards and part of the hinge attachment remains.
Dimensions: 35 x 33 mm.

Found at Maryport "at the cliff bottom." A number of bronze vessels with
lids dating from the lst-3rd centuries A.D. are illustrated by Boesterd. 98

7. A coiled or twisted copper-alloy object with light green surface corrosion and
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bright gold core where exposed. Probably a brooch rather than a finger-ring
with the remains of an attachment or spring visible.
Dimensions: Max. Ext. Diam. 25 mm; Max. Int. Diam. 14 mm; Max. T. 5.5 mm.

Found at Papcastle (NY 106317). Dating uncertain.
8. An unusual type of metal clasp or brooch with a knotwork design of

connecting loops. The surface colour is green with brown coloured core
metal. A corroded pin is on the reverse.
Dimensions: 38 x 36 mm.

From Papcastle. Victorian period or later.
9. (see Cat. No. 161).

10. A metal (silver?) finger-ring with setting carrying an incised device possibly a
human `matchstick' figure. The hoop is undecorated.
Dimensions: Max. Ext. Diam. 23 mm; Max. Int. Diam. 17.5 mm; oval-
shaped setting 11 x 10 mm; Max. W. of hoop adjacent to setting 10.5 mm.

Probably late Roman period, 4th century A.D.(?). Found below the cliffs at
Maryport.

11. An irregular-shaped piece of lead sheet 53 x 40 mm. Roman period(?). Found
at Maryport.

12. (see Cat. No. 211). Reported by Mr P. Skillen, Dearham.

218. (January 1993) Metal-detector finds from the Gilsland area(?) (NI apart from
Fig. 11)

An assortment of twelve metal items were brought in for identification by the
finder. They were recovered over a period of years, mainly from the Gilsland area
but the inquirer was unsure about some of the locations. Only one object holds any
interest apart from four undecorated lead discs, one of which is possibly a spindle-
whorl. The full list is in the Tullie House files.

No. 11 A copper-alloy connecting-bar or link with open-looped terminals at
either end (Fig. 11). One loop is collared with a single line of cushion-moulding
encircling the bar behind the loop. The bar itself is a flattened oval in section with a
slight swelling in the centre.

The bar is very similar in form and dimensions to a bridle-bit linking-bar
although macroscopic examination does not indicate that either of the end loops
were at one time closed. It is possible however, that subsequent weathering or soil
action has smoothed the fracture points since without closed loops it is difficult to
see how the bar could have functioned.
Dimensions: Max. L. 70.5 mm; collared loop Ext. Diam. 19 mm, Int. Diam. 12
mm; plain loop Ext. Diam. 19 mm, Int. Diam. 9.5 mm.

The collars and cushion-shaped moulding can be seen on the one-link type
bridle-bit from Middlebie, Dumfriesshire, 99 although both end ring terminals are in
line with the bar as opposed to the Gilsland piece where one is at right-angles to the
plane of the other.

Should this object prove to be an early (Iron Age or Roman) bridle-bit link or
associated item of harness equipment, then it is an important addition to the local
archaeological record.

Reported by Mr J. Jameson, Gilsland.
This concludes the listing of the reported finds for the period 1990-1996.
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